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Arabian NIGHTS 


ENTERTAINMENTS. 


ä ** „ thaw _— 


Continuation of the hiſtory of Aladdin; or, the wonderful 


Lamp. 


LA D DN, who had not had one wink of 
2 fleep while he was in the ſubterraneous 


A „ abode, flepr very heartily all that night, 


„„ wm and never waked til late the next morn- 
T eg:: ing; When the firit thing be ſaid to his 


mother was, He wanted ſomething io eat, and that ſhe 


could not do him a greater pleaſurc than to give him his 
breakfaſt. Alas! child, faid the, I have not a bit of bread 


to give you, you ate up all the proviſions I had in the 


houſe yeſterday ; but have a little patience, and it ſhall 


not be long before I will bring you ſome : I have a little 


cotton, which I have ſpun ; I will go and fell it, and 
buy bread, and ſomething for our dinners. Mother, re- 


plied Aladdin, keep your cotton againſt another time, | 
and give me the lainp 1 brought home with me yeſter- 


day; Iwill go and fell it, and the money 1 ſhall get for 


it, will ſerve both for breakfaſt and dinner, and perhaps 


ſupper too. 925 | | 5 
Aladdin's mother took the lamp, and ſaid to her ſon, 
Here it is, but it is very dirty; if it was a little cleaner, 
1 believe it would bring ſomething more. To that 
end ſhe took a little fine ſand and water to clean it; 


but had no ſooner begun to rub ir but in an inſtant a a 
hideous genie of gigantick ſize appeared before them, 
and ſaid to her in a voice like thunder, What would'ſt 
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4 ARaBlan NicnrTs 
thou have? I am ready to obey thee as thy ſlave, and the 
ſlave of all thoſe who have that lamp in their hands; I 
and the other ſlaves of the lamp. PLS | 
Aladdin's mother was not able to ſpeak at the ſight 
of this frightful genie, but fell into a ſwoon; when 
Aladdin, who had once before ſeen ſuch another, with- 
out loſing time, or his ſenſes, ſnatched the lamp out of 
his mother's hands, and ſaid to the genie boldly enough, 
Jam hungry, bring me ſomething to eat preſently, The 
genie difappeared immediately, and in an inſtant re- 
turned with a large filver baſon on his head, and twelve 
covered plates of the ſame metal, which contained ſome 
nice and excellent meats ; fix white loaves on two other 
plates, and two bottles of wine, and two glaſſes in 
each hand. All theſe things he laid upon a table, and 
di ſappeared; and all this was done before Aladdin's 
mother came qQut of her ſwoon. _ | 
Aladdin went preſently and fetched ſome water, and 
threw it in her face to recover her; but whether that, 
or the ſmell of the meats the genic brought, fetched her 
to life again, I cannot tell; but it was not long before 
ſhe came to herſelf, Come, mother, ſaid Aladdin, 
don't mind this, 'tis nothing at all; but get up, and 
come and eat; here's what Will put you in heart; and 
at the ſame time fatisfy my extreme hunger: don't let 
the meat be cold, but fall to. 8 
His mother was very much ſurpriſed to ſee the great 
baſon, twelve plates, {ix loaves, and the two bottles and 
glaſſes, and to ſmell the delicious odour which exhaled 
from the plates. O! child, ſaid the to Aladdin, to whom 
are we obliged for this great plenty and liberality? has 
the ſultan been made acquainted with our poverty, and 
bad compaſſion on us? It is no matter, mother, ſaid 
Aladdin, fit down and eat; for you have almoſt as 
much need of a good breakfaſt as myſelf; when we 
have done, I will tel} you. Accordingly both mother 
and ſon fat down, and ate with as good ſtomachs as the 
table was well furniſhed. But all the time Aladdin's 
mother could not forbear looking at and admiring the 
baſon and plates, though ſhe could not well tell whether 
they were Alver or any other metal; fo little a judge 
vas (he and her ſon of ſuch matters, „ 
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ENTERTAINMENT S. 5 


In ſhort, the mother and ſon found that the excelleney 
of the meats added ſuch ſtrength to their appetites, 


that they ſat at breakfaſt till it was dinner- time, and 


then they thought it would be beſt to kill two bird, 
with one ſtone, and put the two meals together; and 
yet found they ſhould have enough left for ſupper, and 
two or three meals for the neut dav. 

When Aladdin's mother had taicen away and fet by 
what was left, ſhe went and fat down by her {on on the 


ſofa. Aladdin, faid the, I expect now that you ſnould 
\ ſatisfy my impatience, and tell me enactly What pailed 
between the genie and you, While | was in a ſwoon 5 


which he preſently complied with. 

She was in as great an amazement at what her ſon 
told her, as at the apparition of the genie, and ſaid to 
him, But, fon, how came that genie to addreſs him- 


felf to me, and not to you, to whom he had appeared 


before in the cave? Mother, anſwered Aladdin, the 


genie you ſaw, is not the ſame who appeared to nie, 


though he reſembles him in fize; no, they had quite 


different miens and apparels : without doubt they be- 
long to different maſters, If you remember, he that 1 
_ firtt ſaw, call'd himielt the ſlave of the ring on my finger, 


and this you ſaw, call'd himſelf the flaye of the lamp 


you had in your hand; but I believe you did not hear 


him, for I think you fainted away as ſoon as he began 


What! cried the mother, was your lamp then the oc- 


caſion of that curſed genie's addreſſing himſelf rather to 
me, than to you? Ah, take it out of my fight, and put 
it where you pleaſe, I would rather you would ſell it, 

than run the hazard of being frightened to death again 


by touching it; and if you would take my advice, you 
would part alſo with the ring, and not have any thing 
to do with genies, who, as our prophet has told us, are 
only devils, pes | 


With your leave, mother, reply'd Aladdin, I ſhall now 


take care how I ſel} a lamp, as 1 was going to do, which 


may be ſo ſerviceable both to you and me. Have not 


you been an eye-witneſs of what it hath procured us, and 
it ſhall fill continue to furniſh us with what we have 
. Occaſion for, You may well think that my falſe and | 

1 Tx wicked *+| 
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6 ARABIAN NIGHTS 
wicked uncle would not have taken ſo much pains, and 
undertaken ſo long and tedious a journey, if it had not 
been to get this wonderful lamp into his poſſeſſien, 
' which he preferred before all the gold and ſilver, which 
he knew was in the halls, and which theſe eyes of mine 
beheld. He knew too well the value and worth of this 
lamp, to aſk for a greater treaſure; and fince chance 
hat diſcovered the virtue of it to us, let us make a pro- 
2 uie of it without making any great ſt r, and draw- 
ing the envy and jealouſy of our neighbours upon us, 
However, ſince the genies fright you ſo much, I'll take 
it out of your fight, and put it where I may find it, when 
Iwantit. As fer the ring, I cannot reſolve to part with 
that neither; for without that you had never ſcen me 
again ; and though Lam alive now, perhaps if it was 
gone, | might not be ſo ſome moments hence; therefore 
1 hope you will give me leave to keep that, and to wear 
it always on my finger. Who knows what dangers you 
and I may be expoted to, which neither of us foreices, 
and which it may deliver us from. As Aladdin's argu- 
ments were juſt, and had a great deal of weight in them, 
his mother had nothing to ſay againſt them; but only 


part, ne would have nothing to do with Sende but 
would wath her hands of them. 
By the next night they had ate all the proviſion the 


could not bear the thoughts of hunger, took one of the 
plates under his coat, and went out early to ſell it, and 
addiefling himſelf to a Jew, whom he met in the ſtreets, 
and pulling out the plate, aſked him if he would buy 
it, The cunning Jew examined the plate, and no ſooner 


found that it was 5 good Glver, but he aſked Aladdin, How 


rf it, and never had been uſed to traffick, told him he 
oe truſt to his honour and generoſity. The Jew 

vas ſomewhat confounded at this plain dealing, and, 
was doubtiul whether Aladdin underitood the full value 
of what he offered him to ſell; however, he took a 

iece of gold out of his purſe, and gave it him, tho'it was 
pe the lixtieth part of the worth of the plate. Aladdin 


took = money very ons and as ſoon as he got * 
18 


rep, d, Tat ke migut do what he plcaied, but for her 


genie had brought, and the next day Aladdin, who 


much he aſked for it? Aladdin, who knew not the worth 
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ENTERTAINMENTS. oy 
his pocket, retired with ſo much haſte, that the Jew, not 


content with the exorbitancy of his profit, was vexed with 


himſelf in not penetrating into Aladdin's ignorance, and 
was for running after him, to endeavour to get ſome 
change out of the money, but that Aladdin had got ſo far, 
that it was hardly poſiible for him to overtake him. 
Before Aladdin went home to his mother, he cajl'd at 
a baker's, bought a loaf, chang'd his money, and went 
home, and gave bis mother the reſt, who went and 
bought other neceſſary proviſions, which laſted them 
ſome time. After this manner they lived, till Aladdin 


had fold the twelve plates one at a time to the Jew, for 


the ſame money; who after the firſt time, durſt not 
offer him Jeſs, for fear of loſing to good a chap. When 
he had ſold the laſt plate, he had recourie to the baſon, 
which weighed ten times as much as a plate, and would 


have carried it to his old purchaler, but that it was 
too large and cumberſome ; therefore he was obliged. 


to bring him home with him to his mother's, where, 


after the Jew had looked upon it, he laid him down 


ten pieces of gold, with which Aladdin was very well 
ſatisfied. | . e 


They lived on theſe ten pieces in 'a frugal manner a 


pretty while; and Aladdin, who had been uſed to an 
idle life, left off playing with young lads of bis own 


age, aſter his adventure with the African magician, He 


ſpent his time in walking about, and diſcourſing with 


people with whom he bad got acquainted. Sometimes 
he would itop at the molt topping merchant's ſhop, where 


people of the beſt diſtinction met for the benefit of con- 


verſation, and liſten, for improvement ſake, to their diſ- 


courſe, hy which means he gained a little knowledge of 
the world. e 8 5 


When all the money was ſpent, Aladdin had recourſe 
again to the lamp. He took it in his hand, looked 
for the ſame place where his mother had rubb'd it wich 


the ſand, and rubb'd it alſo, and the genie immediately 
appeared, and ſaid, What would'ſt thou have? I 


am ready to obey thee as thy ſlave, and the ſlave of all 


thoſe who have that lamp in their hands; I, and the | 


Other ſlaves of the lamp. I am hungry, ſaid Aladdin, 


briog me ſomething to eat. The genie diſappeared, 


A4 | and 


1 


8 ARABIAN NIGHTS 


1 and preſently returned with a baſon, and the ſame num- 
1 ber of covered plates, &c. and ſet them down on a table, 
and vaniſh'd again. | ; 
1 Aladdin's mother, knowing what her ſon was going 
to do, went out at that time about ſome buſineſs, and 
when ſhe returned, which was not long firſt, and found 
the table ſo furniſned a ſecond time, was almoſt as much 
ſurpriſed as before, at the prodigious effect of the lamp. 
However, ſhe ſat down with her ſon, and when they 
had eat as much as they had a mind to, ſhe ſet enough 
by to laſt them two or three days. N 
As ſoon as Aladdin found that their proviſions were 
ſpent, he took one of theſe plates, and went to look for z 
his Jew chapman again; but paſſing by a goldſmith's 2 
ſhop, who had the character of a very fair and honeſt 3 
man, the goldſmith perceiving him, called to him, and * 
aid, My lad, I have often obſerved you go by, loaded 
as you are at preſent, and talk with ſuch a Jew, and then 
come back again empty handed, I imagine that you. 
carry ſomething that you ſell to him; but perhaps you 
don't know what a rogue he is, and that he is the greateſt 
cheat among all the Jews, and is fo well known, that no- 
body will have any thing to do with him. What I tell 
you is for your own good. If you have any thing to diſ- 
poſe of, that lies in my way, I will give you the full 
worth of it; and if it be what I don't deal in, FI direct. 
You to other merchants who will not cheat you. 
Ihe hopes of getting more money for his plate, in- 
duced Aladdin to pull it preſently from under his coat, 
and ſhew it to the goldſmith. The old man who at firſt 
light ſaw that it was made of the fineſt ſilver, aſked him 
if he had fold any ſuch as that was to the few?” and 
Aladdin told him plainly that he had fold him twelve 
ſuch, for a piece of gold each. Ah! villain, cried the 
goldſmith; but, added he, what's paſt cannot be re- 
called. But by ſhewing you the value of this plate, which 
is of the fineſt ſilver we uſe in our ſhops, 111 let you ſee 
. how much. the Jew has cheated you. Sh 
The goldſmith took a pair of ſcales, weigh'd the plate, 
and after he had told Aladdin how much an ounce of 
fine ſilver was worth, he demonſtrated to him, that his 
plate was worth ſixty pieces of gold, which he aid 


A7 


ENTERTAINMENT S. 9 


him down that minute. If you diſpute my honeſty, 
ſaid he, you may go to any other of our trade, and if he 
gives you any more, 1'Ii be bound to forfeit twice as 


much: For what we gain by is the taſhion of the plate, 


and that's out of the way of the faireſt dealing Jew of 


them all. 


Aladdin thank'd him for his good advice, and the 


favour he had done him, and never after went to any 
other perſon, but fold him all his plates, and the baſon, 


and had as much for them as the weight came to. 


'Tho? Aladdin and his mother had an inexhauſtible 


treaſure in their lamp, and might have had whatever 
they had a mind to, yet they lived with the ſame fru- 
gality as before, only tuat Aladdin went more neat z 


but ſor his mother, the wore no cloaths but what ſhe 


earned by her ſpin;:ing cotton. After their manner of 


living, we may eaſily ſuppoſe, that the full value of 
the plates and baſon was ſuflicient to maintain them 
ſome years. ET | 

During this time, Aladdin, to accompliſh himſelf and 
underſtand the world, very much frequented the great 


ſhops, where they fold cloth of gold and ſilver, and fine 
ſtuffs, ſilks and linens, and oftentimes entered into con- 


verſation with the beſt of people; and among other 


ſhops, he viſited thoſe of the top jewellers, and had got 


a pretty good acquaintance among them, and by that 


means came to know, that the fine fruit which he had 


gathered when he took the lamp, were not colour'd 
glaſs, but jewels of an extraordinary value. For as he had 
en all ſorts of jewels bought and fold in their ſhops, 


at none that were ſo beautiful, or nigh fo large as his, 
he found, that inſtead of colour'd glaſs, he poſſeſs'd an 


ineſtimable treaſure ; but was ſo prudent not to ſay any 
thing of it, not ſo much as to his mother. 
One day, as Aladdin was walking about the town, 


he heard an order of the ſultan's publiſhed, for all people 

_+to ſhut up their ſhops and houſes, and keep within doors, 

while the princeſs Badroulboudour (which is. to ſay, the 
Full moon of full moons) the ſultan's daughter, went to 


the baths and back again. 8 
This publick order inſpired. Aladdin with a great 


cuxioſity to ſee the princeſs's face, which he could not 
l 1 "> 
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10 ARABIAN NICHTS 
do, without getting into the houſe of ſome acquaintanee, 
which ſtood in the way thither, and look through a 
window; but when he conſider'd that the princeſs, 
when he went to the baths, had a veil on, he found 
this project would not take; but, to ſatisfy his curioſity, 
he preſently thought of one which would; which was 
to get behind the door of the baths, and then he could 
not fail of ſeeing her face. 
Aladdin had not waited long before the princeſs came, | 
and he could ſee her plainly without being ſeen. She E 


was attended with a great crowd of ladies, ſlaves and 2 
eunuchs, who halo on each ſide, and behind her. 7 
When ſhe came within three or four yards of the door a 
of the baths, ſhe pulled off her veil, and gave Aladdin Io 
an opportu nuty of a full look at her. 5 
Till then Aladdin, who had never ſeen any woman's, L 
face but his mother's, who was old, and never could = 
boaſt of any ſuch. features, thought that all women were IS 
like her, and could hear people talk of the moiſt ſur- 9 
priſing beauties without being the leaſt moved; for 1 
whatever words are made uſe of to heighten the merit 8 
of a beauty, they can never make the tame impreſſon 8 
as the lady herſelf. GY 
Bot as ſoon as Aladdin had ſeen the princeſs Bad- 7 
roulboudour, his ſentiments were very much changed, 
and his heart could not withſtand: ali thoſe inclinations _ 7 
fo charming an ohject inſpires. The princeſs was the +48 
moſt lovely beautiful brown woman in the world; her . 
eyes were large, lively, and ſparkling ; her looks tweet IT 
and modeſt ; her noſe was of a juſt proportion, her mouth 5 


ſmall, her lips of a vermilion red and agreeable ſymme- 
try; in a word, all the features of her face were regu- 
lar and beautiful; therefore no body ſhould be ſurprited, 
if Aladdin, who had never fcen and was a ſtranger to 
ſo many charms, was dazzled, and his ſenſes quite 
raviſhed. With all theſe perfections the princeis had 
ſo delicate a thape, ſo majeſtick an air, that the ſight of 


o 
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her was ſufficient to inſpire reſpect. 1 
After the princeſs bad paſſed by Aladdin, and got 1 

into the baths, he remained ſome time aftoniſhed and 5 

confounded, ala in a kind of ecſtacy, in reflecting and F 


im . che idea of = charming an TOs deeply in 1 
i his 7 
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his mind. But at laſt conſidering that the princeſs was 
gone paſt him, and that when ſhe returned from the bath 
her back would be towards him, and ſhe veil'd, he reſolv- 
ed to quit his poſt and go home. But when he came there, 
he could not conceal his uneaſineſs ſo well, but that his 
mother perceived it, and was very much ſurpriſed to ſee 
him ſo much more thoughtful and mejancholy than 
uſual; and aſked him what had happencd to him to make 
him ſo? Aladdin returned her no anſwer, but ſat care. 
leſsly down on the ſofa, and remained in the ſame con- 


| Aion, full of the image of the charming Badroulbou— 
dour. His mother, who was drefling ſupper, preſſed him 


no more; but when it was ready, ſet it on the table be- 

fore him; but perceiving that he gave no attention to it, 
bid him eat, which ſhe had much ado to perſuade him 
to; and when he did, it was with great indifference, 


and all the time caſt down his eyes, and obſerved fo 


great a ſrience, that ſhe could not poliibly get the leaſt 


word out of him, to know the reaſon of fo extraordt- 


nary an alteration. 
After ſupper ſhe aſced him un; why he was ſo 


melancholy ; but could have no other ſatisfaction, but 


that he would go to bed. Now, -without examining 
how Aladdin paſſed the night, ] ſhall only tell you 


that as he ſat the next day, over againſt his mother, as 


ſhe wis ſpinning cotton, he ſpoke to her in theſe words : 


I perceive that my ſilence yeſterday has very much 


troubled you ; I was not, nor am not. ſuch as I fancy 
you believed; but I can tell you, that what did then, 


and now endure, is worſe than any diſeaſe. I cannot 


tell well what ails me; but yet don't doubt but what 


Jem going to tell you will inform you. 
It was publiſhed yeſterday in another quarter of the 
town, and therefore you know nothing of jt, that the 


| princeſs Badroulboudour, the ſultan's daughter, was to 
go to the baths after dinner; and to pay all the reſpect 


that was due to that princeſs, all the thops were order'd 
to be ſhut up in her way thither, and every body to 
keep within doors, to give her and her attendants 
more liberty in the ſtreets. As I was walking about, 
J heard this order of the ſultan's publiſhed'; and as J 
was not then far off the baths, I had a great Curioſity 
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12 AN ABIAN NIGHTS 
to ſee the princeſs's face; and a. thought coming into 
my head, that the princeſs, when ſhe ſhould come nigh 
the door of the baths, would pull her veil off, I reſolved 
. to get behind that door; and as Limagined, fo it hap- 
| ene The princeſs threw. off her veil, and I had the 


happineſs of ſeeing her lovely face with the greateſt 5 
ſatisfaction imaginable. This, mother, was the cauſe E 
of my melancholy and filence yeſterday ;, I love the: 2 
rinceſs with ſo. much violence, that I cannot expreſs  PÞ| 
it; and as my lively paſſion increaſes every moment, D 


I cannot live without the poſſeſſion of the amiable prin- 
ceſs Badroulboudour, and am reſolved. to aſk her in 
marriage of the ſultan- her father, . 

Aladdin's mother gave a great deal. of attention to 
what her ſon told her; but when he talked of aſkin 
the princeſs Badroulboudour in marriage of the ſultan, 
ſhe could not help. burſting out into a loud laughter. 

Aladdin would have gone on with his diſcourſe, but ſhe 
interrupted him: Alas! child, ſaid ſhe, what are you. 
thinking of, for you talk as if. you were mad. 

Is can aſſure you, mother, replied Aladdin, that Iam. 
not mad, but in my right. ſenſes :. I foreſaw that you. 
would reproach me thus as fooliſh and. extravagant; 
but I muſt tell-you once more, that I an reſolved to de- 
mand the princeſs Badroulboudour of the ſultan in mar- 
riage, and your remonſtrances ſhall. not prevent me. 
ndee d, ſon, replied the mother, ſeriouſly, I cannot. 
help telling you, that you have quite forgot yourſelf; 
and if you would put this reſolution of yours in execu- 
tion, I do not ſee who you can get to propoſe it for 
vou. You. yourſelf, replied he immediately. I go to 
the ſultan, anſwered, the mother, amazed and ſurpriz'd! 
upon my word I ſhall take care how I. engage in ſuch. 
an affain. Why, who are you, ſon, continued ſhe, that 
you. can have that impudence to think of your ſultan's 
daughter? Have you forgot that your. father was but a 
poor taylor, and that Lam but of, a mean extraction; 
and don't you know, that ſultans never marry their 
daughters but to princes,. or ſultans like themſelves ? 

Mother, anſwered Aladdin, I. have already, told you 
that 1 foreſaw all that. you have ſaid, or can ſay ; and 
tell you again, that none of your diicourſe nor remon- 
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ſtrances ſhall make me change my mind, I have ton 


vou, that you muſt aſk the princeſs Badroulboudour in 
marriage for me: Tis a favour I defire of you, with 


all the reſpect 1 owe you; and I beg of you not to re- 


fuſe me, unleſs you would rather ſee me in my grave, 
than by ſo doing give me new lite. 
The good old woman was very mueh embarraſs'd, 


when ſhe found Aladdin ſo obſtinate as to perſiſt ſo 


ſtrongly in ſo fooliſh an undertaking. My dear child, 
ſaid the again, 'tis true, I am your mother, who brought 


you into the world, and there's nothing in the world. 


that's reaſonable, but I would do for you. If I was to 

o and treat about your marriage with ſome neighbour's 
daughter, whoſe circumſtances were equal with your's, 
I wou'd do it with all my heart; and then they wou'd 


expect you ſhould be cf ſome trade, or have ſome little 


eſtate or fortune. When ſuch poor folks as we are have 
a mind to marry, the firſt thing they ought to think of, 
is to know how to live. But without reflecting on the 
meanneſs of your birth, and the little merit you have 
to recommend you, you aim at the higheſt pitch of 
fortune; and your pretenſions are no leſs than to de- 
mand the daughter of your ſovereign in marriage, who 
with one ſingle word can cruſh you in pieces. For, 
your own part, I leave you to reflect on what you ſhould 
do, and come now to conſider on what you defire of 


me. How could fo extraordinary a thought come into 


your head, for me to go and make a propoſal to the 
ſultan to give his. daughter in marriage to you? Sup- 


poſe I had, not to ſay the boldneſs, but the impudence 


to make ſo extravagant a. demand, to whom ſhould I. 
addreſs myſelf to be introduced to his majeſty ? Do 


you think the firſt perſon I ſhould ſpeak to would net. 


take me for a mad-woman, and chaſtiſe me as I ſhould 


deſerve ? Suppoſe: there is no difficulty in preſenting 
myſelf to an audience of the ſultan, as L know there 
is none to thoſe who go to aſk juſtice, which he diſtri- 


butes equally among his ſubjects; or thoſe who afk 


ſome favour for ſome ſignal ſervice; how can JI open 


' 


my lips to offer ſuch a propoſal before his majeſty and 


his whole court? What have you done to be worthy of 


ſuch a favour. ? What have you done either for your 


Prince. 
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prince or country? How have you diſtinguiſhed your- 
ſelf? And if you have done nothing to merit ſo great 
A favour, with what aſſurance ſhall I aſk it? Beſides, 
here 1s another reaſon which you do not think of, which 
is, no body ever goes to aſk a favour of the ſultan with- 
out a preſent ; for by a preſent they have this advantage, 


that if for ſome particular reaſons the favour is denied, 


they are ſure to be heard. But what preſents have you 
to make? And if you had one that was worthy of the 
leaſt attention of ſo great a monarch, what proportion 


could it bear to the favour you would aſk ? T berefore, 
ſon, reflect well on what you are about, and conſider, 
that you aſpire to a thing which is impoſſible for Fo 


to obtain. 


Aladdin heard all that his mother could ſay, to en- 
deavour to diſſuade him from his deſign, very quietly; 
and after he had weigh'd well that remonſtrance in all 


points, he made anſwer : I own, mother, 'tis a great 
piece of raſhneſs in me, to dare to carry my pretenſions 
ſo far; and a great piece of inconſideration, to aſk you 
with ſo much heat and precipitancy, to go and make 
that propoſal of marriage to the ſultan, without firſt 


tak ing proper meaſures to procure a favourable recep- 
tion, and therefore beg your pardon. But be not ſur- 


priſed, that through the violence of my paſſion I did 
not at firſt fight ſee every thing that was neceſſary to 
be done, to procure me that happineſs I ſeek after, 1 


love the princeſs Badroulboudour above all things that 
you can imagine; or rather, I adore her, and ſhall al- 
ways perſevere in my deſign of marrying her; which 


is a thing J have determined and reſolved 9585 I am 
obliged to you for the hint you have given me, and look 


upon it as the firſt ſtep I ought to take to procure me the 
happy ſucc<ls I promiſe my lelf. 
Lou lay, it is not cuſtomary to go to the ſultan with- 
out a preſent, and that I have nothing worthy of his 
acceptance. As to what you ſay about the preſent, I 
agree with you, and own that I never thought of it: 
But as to what you ſay, that lav nothing ht to pre- 
fſert him with, don't you think, mother, that what 
I brought TSF with me that day on 1 J was de- 
Iiver'd from an ineviable death, may bs an agreeable 


* | preſent? 
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preſent? I mean thoſe things you ang 1 both took for 


colour'd glaſſes: but now | am undeceiv'd, and can tell 


you that they are jewels of an ineſtimable value, and 
fit for the greateſt of monarchs. I know the worth of 


them by frequenting the jewellers ſhops; and you may 


take my word on't, all the jewels that I ſaw in the moiſt 
topping jeweller's ſhops, were not to be compared to 


thole we have, neither for ſize nor beauty, and yet they 


were valued at an exceſſive price. In ſhort, neither you 
nor I know the value of ours; but be it as it will, by 
the little experience I have, I am perſuaded that the 

will be received very favourably by the ſultan : You have 
a large porcelain diſh fit to hold 'em ; go and fetch it, 
and let us ſee how they will look, when we have ranged 
them according to their different colours, 


Aladdin's mother fetched the china-diſh, and ſhe 


took the jewels out of the two purſes in which he had 
kept them all along, and placed them according to his. 


fancy in the diſh. But the brightneſs and luſtre they 


had in the day-time, and the variety of the colours, ſo 
dazzled the eyes both of mother and ſon, that they were 
in the moſt agreeable ſurpriſe imaginable; for though 
Aladdin had ſeen them hang on the trees when he 


fetched the lamp, yet as he was then but a boy, he did. 


not take much notice of them. 3 

Alfter they had admir'd this preſent ſome time, Alad- 
din ſaid to his mother, Now you cannot excuſe yourſelf 
from going to the ſultan, under the pretext of not having 


a preſent to make him, ſince here's one which will gain 


you a favourable reception. | W 
Tho' Aladdin's mother, notwithſtanding the beauty 
and luſtre of the preſent, did not believe it ſo valuable 


as her fon eſteemed it, ſhe thought it might nevertheleſs 


be agreeable to the ſultan, and found that ſhe could not 
have any thing to ſay againſt it, but was very uneaſy at 
Aladdin's demand in favour of his preſent. Child, ſaid. 
the, I cannot conceive that your preſent will have its. 
deſired effect, and that the faltan will look upon you 


with a favourable eye; and I am ſure, that if I attempt 
to acquit myſclt of this meſſage of yours, I ſhall have 


no power to open my mouth; and therefore I ſhall not 
only loſe my labour, and the preſent, which you ſay is 
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fo extraordinary, but ſhall return home again in confu- 
ion, to tell you that your hopes are fruſtrated, Now:I 


have told you the conſequence, and you ought to believe 


me: But, added ſhe, I will ſtrive to pleaſe you, and 


endeavour to aſk the ſultan as you will have me ; bur 
certainly he will either laugh at me, and ſend me back 
like a fool, or be in fo great a rage, as to make us both 
the victims of his fury, xs 4 

She uſed a great many more arguments to endeavour 


to make him change his mind, but the charms of the 


princeſs Badroulboudour had made too great an im- 


preſſion on his heart, to diſſuade him off his deſign. 


Aladdin perſiſted in his reſolution, and ſhe, as much 
out of tenderneſs as for fear he ſhould be guilty of a 
greater piece of extravagance, condeſcended to his 
requeſt, 5 _ 

As it was too late to go that day to the ſultan's palace, 


it was put off till the next: The mother and the ſon 
talk'd of indifferent matters the remaining part of the 
day; and Aladdin took a great deal of pains to encou- 


rage his mother in the taſk ſhe had undertaken to go to 


the ſultan, who, notwithſtanding all his arguments, 
could not perſuade herſelf ſhe could ever ſucceed ; and 
indeed there was room enough for her doubts. Child, 
ſaid ſhe to Aladdin, if the 7 
_ favourably as I could wiſh for your ſake, and would 
| hear my propoſal with great calmneſs, and after this 
kind reception ſhould bethink himſelf, and aſk me 
where lies your riches, and your eſtate (for that's what 
he will ſooner enquire after than your perſon) if, I ſay, 
he ſhould aſk me the queſtion, what anſwer would you 
have me return bim ? „ 


ultan ſhould receive me as 


Don't let us be uneaſy, mother, reply'd Aladdin, at 


a thing which may never happen: Firſt, let us ſee how 
the ſultan receives, and what anſwer he gives you, If 
it ſhould fo fall out, that he'will be inform'd of what 
you ſay, I have thought of an anſwer, and am confident 
that the lamp which hath ſu 
fail me at the laſt pinch. 


bliſted us ſo long, will not 


Aladdin's mother could not ſay any thing againſt what 


ker ſon then propoſed; but reflected that the lamp might 
be capable of doing greater wonders than juſt providing 


victuals 
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viduals for them. This conſideration gave her ſome 


ſatis faction, and at the ſame time removed all the diffi- 
culties which might induce her not to undertake what 
ſhe had promiſed her ſon; when Aladdin, who penc- 
trated into his mother's thoughts, ſaid to her, But above 
all things, Mother be ſure you keep this buſineſs ſecret, 
for thereon depends the ſucceſs we ought to expect; and 
aſter this caution, Aladdin and his mother parted to go to 


bed. But violent love, and the great proſpect of ſo im- 


menfe a fortune, had ſo much poſſe{s'd the ſon's thoughts, 


that he could not reit ſo well as he could have wiſhed. 


He roſe at day-break, and went preſently and wakened 
his mother, who made all the haſte ſhe could to get her- 
ſelf dreſſed to go to the ſultan's palace, and to get in be- 
fore the grand viſier and baſhaws, and other great ofi- 
cers of ſtate were ſat in the divan, where the ſultan 
always aſſiſted in perfon. _ 

When ſhe was ready, ſhe took the China diſh, in 
which they had put the jewels the day betore, tied up 
in a fine napkin at four corners, and ſet forwards for the 
fultan's palace, to the great joy and ſatisfaction of Alad- 


din. When ſhe came to the gates, the grand viſier, 
and the other viſiers and moſt diſtinguiſnied lords of the 


court, were juſt gone in; and notwithſtanding the 
crowd. of people, who had buſineſs at the divan, was 


extraordinary great, ſhe got into the divan, which was 
a large ſpacious hal}, the entry into which was very. 
magnificent. She placed herſelf juſt before the, ſultan, 


grand viſier, and the great lords, who ſat in that coun- 
cil, on their right and left hands. Several cauſes were 
called, according to their order, and pleaded and ad- 
judged, until the time the divan generally broke up, 


when the ſultan rifing, took his leave, and returned to 
his apartment, attended by the grand viſier. The other 
viſiers and miniſters of ſtate returned, as alſo did all thoſe 
_ whoſe buſineſs called them thither; ſome pleaſed with 
gaining their cauſes, others diſſatisfied at. the ſentences 


pronounced againſt them, and ſome in expectation f 


theirs being try'd the next fitting. _ 
Aladdin's mother ſeeing the ſultan riſe and retire, and 


all the people go away, judged that he would not come 


again that day, and fo reſolved to go home. When 
—_ | 8 Aladdin 
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Aladdin ſaw her return with the preſent deſign'd for the 
ſultan, he knew not at firſt what to think of the ſucceis 
of this affair; and in the fear he was in, leſt ſhe ſhould 


bring him ſome ill news, he had not courage enough to 


aſk her any, *till his mother, who had never ſet foot 
into the ſultan's palace before, and knew not what was 
every day practiſed there, freed him from his embarraſſ- 
ment, and ſaid to him with a great deal of ſimplicity, 
Son, I have ſeen the ſultan, and am very well perſuaded 
he has ſeen me too; for I placed myſelf juſt before him, 
and nothing could hinder him from ſeeing me; but he 
was ſo much taken up with all thoſe who talk'd on all 
ſides of him, that I pitied him, and wonder'd at his 


patience to-hear them. At laſt I believe he was heartily 


tir'd, for he roſe up ſuddenly, and would not hear a 
great many who were ready prepar'd to ſpeak to him, 


but went away, at which I was very well pleaſed, for 


zndeed I began to loſe all patience, and was extremely 
tir'd with ſtaying ſo long. But notwithſtanding VII go 
again to-morrow, perhaps the ſultan may not be ſo 
buſy. e * | 

_ . Tho? Aladdin's paſſion was very violent, he was forced 
to be ſatisfied with this excuſe, and to fortify himſelf 


with patience, However, he had the ſatisfaction to 


find that his mother had done her endeavour to get 


acceſs to the ſultan, and hoped that the example of 
. thoſe ſhe ſaw ſpeak to him, would embolden her to ac- 


quit herſelf the better of her commiſſion when there was 


a favourable opportunity, - - 1 8 
The next morning ſhe went to the ſultan's palace with 


the preſent, as early as the day before, but when ſhc 


came there, ſhe found the gates of the divan ſhut, and 
underſtood that the council ſat but every other day, 


therefore ſhe muſt come again the next. This news ſhe | 


carried her ſon, whoſe only relief was to guard himſelf 
with patience, She went fix times afterwards on the 
days appointed, placed herſelf always directly before 


might have perhaps come a thouſand times to as little 


purpoſe, if the ſultan himſelf had not taken a particular 
notice of her; for *tis very probable that there Were 


none there but who came with petitions to the ſultan, 


and. 


the ſultan, but with as little ſucceſs as the firſt time, ant 
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and each pleaded their cauſe in its turn, and Aladdin's 
manner was not of that claſs. 

That day, after the council was broke up, when the 
ſola was in his own apartment, he ſaid to his grand 
viſier, I have for ſome time obſerved a certain woman, 
who comes conſtantly every day that I go into council, 
and has ſomething wrapt up in a napkin : She always 
ſtays from the beginning to the breaking up of the 
council, and ever ſtrives to rg herſelf juſt befor me. 
Do you know. what ſhe wants ? 

Sir, replied the grand vifier, who knew no more than 
the ſultan what ſhe wanted, but had not a mind to ſeem 
ſhort, your majeſty knows that women often form com- 
plaints on trifles : perhaps this woman may come to 
complain to your majeſty, that ſomebody had fold her 
ſome bad barley, or ſome ſuch matter. The ſultan was 
not ſatisfy'd with this anſwer, but reply'd, If this woman 
comes again next council-day, don't fail to call her, 
that I may hear what ſhe has to ſay. The grand viſier 
made anſwer, by kiſſing his hand, and lifting it up 
above his head, ignifying his willingnel to loſe it 1 
he fail'd. 

By this time, Aladdin's mother was ſo much uſed to 
go to the council, and ſtand before the ſultan, that ſhe 
did not think it any trouble in the leaſt, if ſhe could 
but ſatisfy her ſon that ſhe neglected nothing that lay 


in her power to pleaſe him; So the next council-day ſhe 


went to the divan, and placed herſelf before the ſultan 
as uſual ; and before the grand viſier had made his 


report of affairs, the ſultan perceiv'd her, and com- 


paſſionating her for having waited ſo long, he ſaid to 
the viſier, Before you enter upon any buſineſs, remember 
the woman I ſpoke to you about; bid her come nigher, 
aud let us hear and diſpatch her firſt. The grand viſter 
immediately called the chief of the huiſſirs, who ſtood 
ready to obey his commands; and pointing to her, bid 
5 go to that woman, and tell ey to come before the 
tas. 

The chief of the huifürs went to Aladdin? 8 Weber 
and by a ſign he gave her, ſhe follow'd him to the fobt 
of the ſultan's throne, where he left her, and retir'd 4© 
bus place by the grand viſier, Aladdin's mother, by the 
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20 ARABIAn NIOC HITS 
example of a great many others whom ſhe ſaw ſalute 
the ſultan, bow'd her head down to the tapeſtry, which 
cover'd the ſteps of the throne, and remained in that 
. poſture till the ſultan bid her riſe, which the had no 
. fooner done, than the ſultan ſaid to her, Good woman, 
I have obſerved you to ſtand a long time, from the 
beginning to the rifing of the divan: What is your 
buſineſs? „„ 73 
At theſe words, Aladdin's mother proſtrated herſelf a 
ſecond time; and when ſhe got up again, ſaid, Monarch 
of monarchs, before I tell your majeſty the extraor- 
dinary and almoſt incredible affair which brings me be- 
. fore your high throne, I beg of you to pardon the bold- 
neſs, or rather to ſay impudence of the demand I am 
going to make, which is ſo uncommon, that I tremble, 
and am aſham'd to propoſe it to my ſultan. To give 
her the more freedom to declare what ſhe had to lay, 
the ſultan order'd every body to go out of the divan but 
the grand viſier, and then told her ſhe might ſpeaæ 
without reſtraint. CN TO i ws 0 Pe pony 
Aladdin's mother, not content with this favour of the 
ſultan's to ſave her the trouble and confuſion to ſpeik 
before ſo many, was, notwithſtanding, for ſecuring her- 
ſelf againſt his anger, which, from the propoſal ſhe was 
going to make, ſhe was not a little apprehenſive of: 
therefore aſſuming the diſcourſe, ſhe ſaid, I beg of your 
- majeſty, that if you ſhould think my demand the leai! 
- injurious or offenſive, to aſſure me firſt. of your pardon 
and forgiveneſs, Well, reply'd the ſultan, I'Il forgive 
you, be it what it will, and no hurt ſhall come to you; 
{ BEG SACHS: oiled Goth cn w 
When Aladdin's mother had taken all theſe precau- 
- tions, for fear of the ſultan's anger, ſhe told him faith- 
fully how Aladdin had ſeen the princeſs Badroulboudour, 
the violent love that fatal fight had inſpired him with, 


the declaration he made to her of it when he came 


home, and what repreſentations ſhe had made to diſſuade 
him from a paſſion no leſs injurious, ſaid ſhe, to your 
majeſty, as ſultan, than the princeſs your daughter. But, 
continued ſhe, my ſon, inſtead of taking my advice and 
confeſſing his bo!dneſs, was ſo obſtinate as to perſevere 
in it, and to threaten me with ſome action of 1 
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if I refuſed to come and aſk the princeſs in marriage of 


your majeſty, which, after an extreme violence on my- 


* ſelf, I was forc'd to be ſo complaiſant to him, for which 
l beg of your majeſty once more to pardon not only me, 
but forgive Aladdin, my ſon, for entertaining ſuch a 
= raſh thought, as to aſpire to ſo high an alliance, 


The ſujtan hearken'd to this diſcourſe with a great 


deal of mildneſs, without ſhewing the leaſt anger or 
| paſſion ; but before he gave her any anſwer, he aſk'd her 
what ſhe had ty'd up there in that napkin, which ſhe 
had ſet down before the proſtrated herſelf before him, 
upon which ſhe unlooſed it, and preſented the china 
diſh. 5 . 

The ſultan's amazement and ſurpriſe were inexpreſſi- 
ble, when he ſaw ſo many, ſo conſiderably large, beau- 


tiful and valuable jewels in one diſh, He was ſtruck 


with fo great admiration, that he was for ſome time 


motionleſs, At laſt, when he had recovered himſelt 
he received the preſent from Aladdin's mother's hand, 


and crying out in a-tranſport of joy, How rich and g 


beautiful is this! After he had admir'd and handled 
ſome of the jewels, he turned about to his grand viſier, 


and ſhewing him the diſh, ſaid, Look here, and confeis 
that your eyes never beheld any thing ſo rich and beau- 
| tiful before. The viſier was charmed. Well, conti- 
nued the ſultan, what ſayeſt thou to ſuch a preſent ? Is 
it not worthy of the princeſs my daughter? And ought 


I not beſtow her on one who values her at ſo great a 
prige#5 dh nts ; 5 
Theſe words put the grand viſier into a ſtrange agita- 


tion. Some time before, the ſultan had ſignify'd to him 
his intention of beſtowing the princeſs his daughter on 
a ſon of his; therefore he was afraid, and not without 
ground, that the ſultan, dazzled by ſo rich and extra- 
0-410 1ry a preſent, might change his mind, Thereupon, 


going up to him, and whiſpering him in the ear, ſaid 
to him, Sir, I cannot diſown but the preſent is worthy 
of the princeſs ; but I beg of your majeſty to prant me 
three months before you come to a reſolution, I hope, 


before that time, my ſon, on whom you have had the 


bounty to look favourably, will be able to make a no- 


b'er preſent than Aladdin, who is an entire ſtranger to 
| Your majeity. | | 
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The ſultan, though he was very well perſuaded that 
it was not poſſible for the viſier to provide ſo conſider- 
able a preſent for his ſon to make to the princeſs, yet he 
hearken'd to him, and granted him that favour. So 
turning about to Aladdin's mother, he faid to her, Good 
woman, go home, and tell your ſon that I agree to the 
propoſal you have made me; but I cannot marry the 
princeſs my daughter, till ſome furniture I deſign for 
her be got ready, which cannot be finiſhed thele three 
months, but at the expiration of that time come 
again. oy ED e 

" Aladdin's mother returned home much more over- 
joyed than ſhe could have ever imagin'd, for ſhe look'd 
upon her acceſs to the ſultan as a thing impoſſible and 
impracticable; and beſides, the meeting with ſo favour- 
able an anſwer, inſtead of the refuſal and confuſion ſhe 
expected, raviſhed her ſenſes. From two things, Alad- 
din, when he ſaw his mother return, judg'd that ſhe 
brought him good news ; the one was, that ſhe returned 
ſooner than ordinary; and the next was, the gayneſs of 
her countenance, Well, mcther, ſaid he to her, may 
] entertain any hopes, or muſt ] die with deſpair? When 


the had pulled off her veil, and had fat herſelf down 
on'a ſofa by him, ſhe ſaid to him, Not to keep you 


long in ſuſpenſe, fon, I will begin to tell you, that in- 


ſtead of thinking of dying, you ought to be very well 


ſatisfy'd. Then purſuing her diſcourſe, ſhe told him, 


How that ſhe had an audience before every body elſe, 


which made her come home fo ſoon ; the precautions 
ſhe had taken leſt ſhe ſhould have diſpleaſed the ſaltan, 
by making the propoſal of marriage between him and 


the princeſs Badroulboudour, and the fayourable an ſwer 


ſhe had from the ſultan's own mouth; and that as far a5 
ſhe could judge, the preſent wrought that powerfu! 
effect. But when Ileaſt expected it, ſaid ſhe, and he was 

oing to give me an anſwer, the grand viſier whiſper'd 
Link in the ear, and I am afraid might be {ome obſtacle 
to his good intentions. IL bet pk Fes 
Aladdin thought himſelf the moſt happy of all men 
zt the hearing of this news, and thanked his mother 
for all the pains ſhe had taken in the purſuit of this 


affair, the good ſucceſs of which was of ſo great im- 


portance | 
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to enjoy the object of his paſſion, three months ſeem'd 
an age, yet he diſpoſed himſelf to wait until then with 
patience, relying on the ſultan's word, which he look- 


ed upon to be irrevocable. But all that time, he not 


only reckon'd the hours, days, and weeks, but almoſt 
every moment. When two of the three months were 
paſt, his mother one evening going to light the lamp, 
and finding no oil in the houſe, went out to buy ſome, 
and when ſhe came into the great ſtreets, found them 
all illuminated, the ſhops ſhut up and garniſh'd with 


boughs, every body ſtriving to ſhew their zeal by their 


rejoicings. 'Theftreets were crowded with officers in their 
habitz of ceremony, mounted on horſes richly capari- 
ſon'd each attended by a great many footmen. Alad- 


din's mother aſk'd the oil- merchant what was the mean- 


ing of all thoſe doings? Alas! good woman, ſaid he, 
from whence came you, that you don't know that the 
grand viſier's fon is to marry the princeſs Badroul- 
boudour, the ſultan's daughter, to night? She will 
preſently return from the baths ; and theſe officers you 
ice there, are to aſſiſt at the cavalcade to the palace, 


* where the ceremony is to be ſolemnized. 


This was news enough for Aladdin's mother: She 
ran home 1n great haſte, and when ſhe came to her ſon, 
who little ſuſpected any ſuch thing happening, was 
quite out of breath. Child, cry'd ſhe, you are quite 
undone ! you depend upon the ſultan's fine promiſes, 


but there's nothing in them. At theſe words Aladdin 


was terribly alarm'd; Mother, reply'd he, how do you 


know the ſultan has been guilty of a breach of. promiſe? 


'I'his night, anſwer'd the mother, the grand viſier's ſon 


15 to marry the princeſs Badroulbc udour ; and then ſhe 


related all the circumſtances, inſomuch that he had 
no reaſon to diſpute the truth of what ſhe ſaid. 
At this account Aladdin was quite thunder-ftruck, 


till a ſecret motive of jealouſy ſoon rouz'd his ſpirits, 


and he bethought himſelf of the lamp, which had till 


then been ſo uſeful to him; and without venting his 


rage in words againſt the ſultan, viſier, or his fon, he 
only ſaid, Perhaps, mother, the viſier's ſon may not 


be ſo happy to night as he promiſes himſelf ; While [ 
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portance to his quiet. Though through his impatience 
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24 ARABIAN NICHTS 
go into my chamber a moment, do you go and get ſup- 
er ready. She accordingly went about it, and ſhe 
gueſs'd that her ſon was going to make uſe of the lamp, 
to prevent, if poſſible, the conſummation of the 
marriage, p 
When Aladdin had got into his chamber, he took 
the lamp, and rubbed it in the {ame place as before, 


and immediately the genie appear'd, and ſaid to him, 


What wouldſt thou have? I am ready to obey thee as thy 
ſlave, and the ſlave of all thoſe who have that lamp in 
their hands; I, and the other ſlaves of the lamp. Hear 


me, ſaid Aladdin; thou haſt hitherto brought me what- 
ever [ wanted as to proviſions ; but now I have buſineſs 


of the greateſt importance for thee to execute. I have 


demanded the princeſs Badroulboudour in marriage of 


the ſultan her father; he promiſed her to me, but only 
aſked three months time; and inſtead of keeping that 
promiſe, has this night, before the expiration of that 
time, marry'd her to the grand viſier's ſon, What I 


aſk of thee is, That as foon as the new bride and bride- 
room are in bed, that you bring them both hither in 
their bed. Maſter, reply'd the genie, I will obey you. 
Have you any other commands? None at preſent, 


anſwered Aladdin; and then the genie diſappear'd. 
Aladdin went down ſtairs, and ſupp'd with his mother, 


with the ſame tranquillity of mind as uſual; and after 
ſupper talked of the princeſs's marriage, as of an affair 


wherein he had not the leaſt concern; and afterwards 


returned to his own chamber again, and left his mother 


to go to bed; but for his own part ſat up till the genie 
F executed his orders. | : | 
In the mean time, every thing was prepared with the 


greateſt magnificence, in the ſultan's palace, to celebrato 


the princeſs's nuptials ; and the evening was ſpent with 


all the uſual ceremonies, and great rejoicings 'tiil mid- 


night, when the grand viſier's ſon, by a tignal given 
him by the chief of the princeſs's eunuchs, ſlipp'd away 


from the company, and was introduced by that officer 
into the princeſs's apartment, where the nuptial bed was 


prepared, He went to bed firſt, and in a little time af- 
ter, the ſultaneſs, accompany'd by her own women, 
and thoſe of the princeſs, brought the bride, who 
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according to the cuſtom of new-marry'd ladies, made 


great reſiſtance. The ſultaneſs herſelf help'd to undreſs 
her, put her into bed by force, and after having kiſs'd 
her and bid her good night, retir'd with all the women, 


and ſhut the door herſelf, | ; 
No ſooner was the door ſhut, but the genie, as the 


faithful ſlave of the lamp, and punQual in obeying the 
command of them who poſſeſs'd it, without giving the 


bridegroom the leaſt time to careſs his bride, to the great 
amazement of them both, took up the bed, and tranſ- 
ported it into Aladdin's chamber, where he ſet it 
down. | 
Aladdin, who waited impatiently for this moment, 
could not bear to ſee the viſier's ſon long in bed with 
the princeſs. Take this new bridegroom, ſaid he to the 
gente, and put him in an houſe of office, and come 
again to morrow morning after day-break, The genie 


preſently took the vifier's ſon out of bed, and carry'd 


him in his ſhirt whither Aladdin bid him; and after he: 

had breath'd upon him, which prevented his ſtirring, 

he left him there. 5 
Though Aladdin had a great love for the "princeſs 


Badroulboudour, he did not talk much- to her when they 


were alone; but only ſaid with a paſſionate air, Fear 
nothing, moſt adorable princeſs, you are here in ſafety; 


tor, notwithſtanding the violence of my paſſion, which 
your charms have kindled, it fhall never exceed the 


bounds of the profound reſpe& I owe you. If I have 


been forced to come to this extremity, it is not with an 
intent of affronting you, but to prevent an unjuſt rival's 
Poſſeſſing you contrary to the fultan your father's pro- 


miſe in tavour of me. „ : 
IJ'he princeſs, who knew nothing of theſe particulars, 

gave very little attention to what Aladdin could ſay, 

The fright and amazement ot fo ſurpriſing and unex- 


pected an adventure, had pat her into ſuch a condition, 


that he could not get one word from her. However, he 
undreſs'd himſelf, and got into the viſier's ſon's place, 
and lay with his back to the princeſs, putting a ſabre 
between himſelf and her, to ſhew that he deſerved to 
be puniſh'd, if he attempted any thing againſt her 
honour, - 3 


Vo l. IV. B Aladdin, 
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+ Aladdin, very well ſatisfied with having thus deprived 
Via rival of the happineſs he had flattered himſelf with 
that night, ſlept very quietly, though the princeſs Bad- 
roulboudour never paſled a night ſo ill in her life; and 
if we conſider the condition toe genie left the grand 
viſier's ſon in, we may imagine that the new bride- 
groom ſpent his much worſe. 

Aladdin had no occaſion the next morning to rub 
the lamp to call the genie, he came at the hour ap- 


pointed, and juſt when he had done dreſſing himſelf, 


and ſaid to him, I am here, maſter, what are your com- 


mands? Go, ſaid Aladdin, fetch the viſier's ſon out of 


the place where you left him, and put him into his bed 
again, and carry it from whence thou broughteſt it. 


The gente 8 returned with the viſier's ſon, 


Aladdin took up his ſabre, the new bridegroom was 


laid by the princeſs, and in an inſtant the nuptial 


bed was tranſported into the ſame chamber of the palace 
from whence it was brought. But we muſt obſerve, 
that all this time the genie never appeared either to the 


' princeſs or the grand viſier's fon. His hideous form 


would have made them die -away with - fear. Neither 
did they hear any thing of the diſcourſe between Alad- 


din and him; but only perceiv'd the motion of the bed, 


and their tranſportation from one place to another; 


which, av we may well 1 imagine, was enough to frighten 


them, 

As ſoon as the genie had ſet down the nuptial bed in 
its proper place, the ſultan, who was curious to know 
how the pr.nceſs had ſpent the wedding-night, open'd 


the door to bid her good-morrow, The grand viſier's 
ſon, who was almoſt periſh'd with cold, by ſtanding in 
his ſhict all-night, and had not had time to warm 

him{elt in bed, no ſooner heard the door open, but he 
got out of bed, and ran into the wardrobe, where he g 


undreſs'd himſelt the night before. 


The ſultan went to the bed ſide, kiſs'd the princeſs 
between the eyes, according to cult. m, wiſhing her a 


g201-morrow, and aſked her, ſmiling, how ſhe had 
paſs'd the night ? But looking at her moſt earneſtly, he 


was extreme ke ſurpris'd to ſee her look ſo melancholy, 
and that neit 


er * a bluſh, or any other ſign, he could 
ſatify 
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Catisfy his curioſity, He ſaid ſeveral things; but find- 
ing that he could not get a word from her, he attributed 


it to her modeſty, and ſo retir'd. Nevertheleſs, he 


ſuſpected that there was ſomething extraordinary in this 
ſilence, and thereupon went immediately to the ſul- 
taneſs's apartment, and told her in what a condition he 
found the princefs, and how ſhe received him. Sir, 


ſaid the ſultaneſs, your majeſty ought not to be ſurpriſed 


at this behaviour; new married people always have a 


reſtraint upon themſelves the next day; ſhe will be quite 


another thing in two or three days time, and then ſhe 
will receive the ſultan her father as ſhe ought ; But 
I will go and ſee her, added ſhe; I am very much 
deceived if ſhe uſes me in the ſame manner. 

As ſoon as the ſultaneſs was dreſſed, away ſhe gces 
to the princeſs's apartment, who was ſtill in bed, un- 
draws the curtain, bids her good-morrow, and kifled 
her, But how great was her ſurpriſe, when ſhe return'd 


her no anſwer ; and looking more attentively at her, 
ſhe perceived her to be very much troubled, which 


made her judge that ſomething had happened, which 
ſhe did not think of. Ho comes it, child, ſaid the 


{ultaneſs, that you do not return my careſſes? Ought 


you to uſe your mother after this manner? And do 
vou think 1 don't know whatever may have happened 
in the circumitances you are in? But Jam apt to believe 
you don't think ſo, and ſomething extraordinary has 


happen'd'; come, tell me freely, and don't make mne 


any longer unea y. „ 
At laſt the ary Badroulboudour broke ſilence 
with a great ſigh, and ſaid, Alas! moſt honoured mother 


and madam, forgive me if | have failed in the reſpect 


owe you. My mind is fo full of the extraordinary 
things which have befallen me this ni, ht, that [ have not 


yet recovered my amazement and fright, and ſcarce 


know myſelf. Then ſhe told her, how the inſtant 


after ſhe and her ſpouſe were in bed, the bed was 
tranſported into a dark ugly room, where he was taken 


from her and carried away, where the knew not, and 
the was loft alone with a young man, who after he had 
{aid ſomething to her, which through her fright ſhe did 
not mind, laid himſelf down by her, in her huſband's 
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place, but firſt put his ſabre between them; and. in the 
morning her huſband was brought to her again, and 
the bed was tranſported back to her own chamber. 


All this, ſaid ſhe, was but juſt done, when the ſultan, 


my father, came into my chamber. I was fo over-. 


whelm'd with grief, that I had not power to make him 
one word of an anſwer, therefore I am afraid that he 


is enraged at the manner I received the honour he did 


me; but I hope he will forgive me, when he knows. 


my melancholy adventure, and the miſerable condition 
J am in at preſent, 


Ihe ſultaneſs heard all the princeſs told very N 


ently, but would not believe it. You, did well, chi 


| ſaid ſhe, not to ſpeak of this to your father ; Have. a. 


care for the future, how you mention it to any body; 
for you will certainly be thought mad, if you talk at 
this rate, Madam, reply'd the princeſs, I can aſſure 
you L am in my right ſenſes : Aſk my huſband, and he 
will tell you the ſame ſtory, - Well, 1. will, faid the 
ſultaneſs; but if he ſhou!d talk in the ſame manner, I 
ſhall not be one whit the better perſuaded of the truth. 


Come, riſe, and throw off this idle fancy; it will be a 


fine ſtory indeed, if all the feaſts and rejoicings in the 
kingdom ſhould be interrupted by ſuch a vition. Don't 


you hear the trumpets ſounding, and drums beating, and 


concerts of the fineſt muſick ? Cannot all theſe inſpire”. 
you with joy and pleaſure, and make you forget all the * 
whimſies and fancies you tell me of? At the ſame time 


the ſultaneſs called the princeſs's women, and after ſhe 
had ſeen her get up, and ſet her at her toilet, ſhe ran to 


the ſultan's apartment, and told him that her daughter 


had got ſome odd notions in her head, but that there 
was nothing in them. 


Then ſhe ſent for the viſier 5 ſon, to Ls of him the 
bottom of what the princeſs had told her; but he think- 
ing himſelf highly honour'd to be allied to the ſultan, 
was ſo prudent as to di guiſe the matter from her. Son- 


in-law, ſaid the ſultaneis, are you as much infatuated , 


as your wife? Madam, reply'd the viſier's ſon, may I 


* 


be ſo bold as to aſk the reaſon of that queſtion ? O! 
that's enough, anſwer'd the ſultaneſe, I bee you are e wiſer 
dan ſhe. 
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fo deeply ruck with the ideas of what had happened 


FExrERTA TN f E M T 8. 

The tejoicings Iaſted all that day in the palace, and 
'the ſaltanefs, who never lefr the princeſs, forgot nothing 
to divert her, and make her merry, and entertained her 
with all manner of Uiverfions and fights; but the was 


29 


"to Her that night, that it was eaſy to ſee that her 
thoughts wers entirely taken up about it. Neither was 
the grand viſier's ſon's affliction Teſs, but that his am- 


dition made hi 
bridegroom. © | 
Aladdin, who was well acquai 


m diſguiſe it, and appear to be a happy 
nted'with what paſſed | 


in the palace, never diſputed but that the new- married 
couple were to Je together again that night, notwith- 
ſtandling the troubleſome adventure of che night before; 
and therefore he having as great an inclination to diſturb 
them; he had recourſe to his lamp, and when the genie 


appeared, and offered his ſervice, ſaid to him, The 
rinceſs Badroulboudour, 


grand Mfſier's ſon, and the princ | 
are to fle together again to night: go, and as ſoon 5 


they are in 
yeſterday, 
"The genie obey 


ed, bring the bed hither, as thou didſt 
d Aladdin as faithfully and exactly 


as the day before; the grand viſier's ſon paſs'd the night 
as coldly and difagreeably as before, and the princeſs 
had the mortification again to have Aladdin for her 
bedfellow, with the ſabre between them. The genie, 
| recording to Aladdin's orders, came the next morning, 


and broughd the bridegroom and laid him by his bride, 
and then carried the bed and 'new- | 
again to the palace. _ 


The 


married couple back 


ſultan, after the reception the princeſs Badroul- 


boudour had given him that day, was very uneaſy to 
know how ſhe paſs'd the ſecond night, and if ſhe would 


3 ve hi 


m the fame reception, and therefore went into 
her chamber as early as the morning before. The grand 
_ Vidier's ſon, more aſhamed, and mortified with the ill 


ſucceſs of this laſt night, no ſooner heard him coming, 
but he jump'd out of bed, and ran haſtily into the ward- 
robe. 'The ſultan went to the princeſs's bed fide, and 


after the careſſes he had given her the former morning, 


bid her good-morrow. Well, daughter, ſaid he, are you 
in a better humour than you was yeſterday morni 
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still the princeſs was Gilent, and the ſultan pereeiv'd 


ber to be more troubled, in greater con fuſion than 
| before, and never doubted but that ſomething very ex- 
traordinary was the cauſe ;. but provoked that his daugh- 
ter ſhould eonceal it, he ſaid to her in a rage, with hi 
ſabre in his hand, Daughter, either tell me what is the 
matter, or I will cut off your head immediately. 


The princeſs, more frighten'd at the menaces and 


tone of the enraged ſultan, than. at the fight of the 
drawn ſabre, at laſt broke filence, and ſaid, with tears 
in her eyes, Dear father and ſultan, I aſk your majeſty's 


pardon, if J have offended you, and hope, that out of 


your bounty and clemency you will have compaſſion on 
me, when [ have told you, in what a miſerable condition 
J have ſpent this laſt night, and the night before, 
After this preamble, which appealed the ſultan, ſhe 
told him what had happened to her in ſo moving a 
manner, that he, who lov'd her tenderly, was moſt 
fenſibly grieved. And to confirm him into a belief of 
what ſhe ſaid, ſhe added, If your majeſty doubts of the 


tiuth of this account, you may inform yourſelf from 


my huſband, who, I am perſuaded will tell you the 
_ fame thing. LED 3 


The ſultan immediately enter'd into the great trouble | 
ſo ſurpriſing an adventure ought to give the princeſs, 
Daughter, ſaid he, you are very much to be blamed for 


not telling me this yeſterday, ſince it concerns me as 
much as yourſelf, I did not marry you with an inten- 
tion to make you miſerable, but that you might enjoy 


all the happineſs you deſerve, and which you might 
hope for from a huſband, who to me ſeemed agreeable 
to you. Efface all theſe troubleſome ideas out of your 
memory; I will take care and give orders that you 
| ſhall have no more ſuch diſagreeable and inſupportable 


SMCS 245.+. 3 „ 
5 vr ſoon as the ſultan had got back to his own apart- 
ment, he fent for the . viſier: Viſier, ſaid he, 
| have you ſeen your ſon, and has he told you nothing? 
The viſier replied, No. Then the ſultan related all that 
the princeſs Badroulboudour had told him, and after- 


wards ſaid, I don't doubt but that my daughter has 


told me the truth ; but nevertheleſs, I ſhould be glad 
e e, TU PPS PE. 19% BG 


= 


on 
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to have it confirmed by your ſon, therefore go and aſk 
, HEH TER} gd 
The grand viſier went immediately to his fon, and 
communicated the ſultan's pleaſure to him, and enjoined 
him to conceal nothing from him, but to tell him the 
whole truth. I will diſguiſe nothing from you, ſather, 
reply'd the ſon, for indeed all that the pr nceſs ſays 16 
true; but what relates to my own ſelf particularly, ſhe 
knows nothing of. After my marriage, I have paſſed 
two ſuch diſmal nights as are beyond imagination or 
expreſſion; not to mention the fright I was in, to feel 
my bed lifred vp four times, and tranſported from one 


place to another, without being able to gueſs how 1t 


was done. You ſhall judge of the miſerable condition 
I was in, to paſs two whole nights in nothing but my 
ſhirt, in a kind of privy, unable to ſtir out of the place 
where I was put, or to make the leaſt movement, though 
I could not perceive any obſtacle to prevent me. Yet 1 
muſt tell you, that all this ill uſage does not in the 
leaſt leſſen thoſe ſentiments of love and reſpect I have for 
the pr nceſs, and of which ſhe is ſo deſerving; but I 


muſt confeſs, that notwithſtanding all the honour and 

Tuſtre that attends my marrying my ſovereign's daughter, 
I would much rather die, than live long in ſo great an 
alliance, if I muſt undergo what I have already en- 
dured. I do not doubt but that the princeſs entertains 


the ſame ſentiments, and that ſhe will readily agree to 


a ſeparation, which is ſo neceſſary both for her repoſe 
and mine. Therefore, father, I beg you, by the ſame 
tenderneſs you had for me to procure me io great an 


honour, to get the ſultan's conſent that our marriage 
may be declared null and void. | „ 
Notwithſtanding the grand vifier's ambition to have 


his ſon ally'd to the ſultan, the ſteady reſolution he ſaw 
he had made to be ſeparated from the princeſs, made 
him not think it proper to bid him have a litile patience 
for a few days; but judg'd it moſt convenient to go 


and give the ſultan an account of what he had told 
him: at which time he never waited 'till the ſultan 


himſelf, whom he found pretty much diſpoſed to it, 


ſpoke of breaking the marriage, but begg'd of him to 


give his ſon leave to retire from the palace; alledging 
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For an excuſe, that it was not juſt that the princefs 

ſhould be a moment longer expoſed to ſo terrible a per- 

ſecution upon his ſon's account, | 
The grand viſier found it no great difficulty ta obtain 


what he aſked : From that very inſtant, the ſultan, who = , 
bad determined it already, gave orders to put a ſtop Bi 


to all rejoicings in the palace and town, and ſent exe 
preſſes to all parts of his dominions to countermand his 
firit order s. | 8 = 
This ſudden and unexpected change gave great room 15 
for various ſpeculations and enquiries; but no other 
account could be given for it, but that the viſier and 
his fon went out of the palace both very much dejected. 
No body but Aladdin knew the ſecret, who rejoiced 
within himſelf for the happy ſucceſs his lamp had pro- 
cured him; which now he had no more occaſion to 
Tub, to produce the genie to prevent the coniummation 
of the marriage, which he had certain information 
was broke off, and that his rival had left the palace. 
But, what is moſt particular, neither the fultan nor 
the grand viſier, who had forgot Aladdin and his de- 
mand, had the Jeait thought that he had ary hand in 
the inchantment which cauſed the diſſolution of the 
marriage, 5 . Lo 
Nevercheleſs, Aladdin let the three months be com- 
picted, which the ſultan had appointed for the conſum- 
main of the marriage between the princeſs Bad. oulbou- 
Gour and himſelf; but the next day ſent his mother to 
the palace, to rcmind the ſultan of his promiſe. 5 
Aladu in's mother went to the palace, as her ſon had 
bid her, and ſtood before the divan in the ſame place 
2 b fore. The ſaltan no ſooner caſt his eyes upon her, 
but he knew her again, and remember'd her buſineſs, 
and how long he had put her off: 'Therefcre when the 
grand viſier was beginning to make his report, the 
ſultan interrupted him, and ſaid, Vigier, I ſee the good 
woman who made me the preſent ſome months ſince ; 
forbear your report, *till I have heard what ſhe has to 
ſay. The viſier then looking about the divan, preſently 
erceived Aladdin's mother, and ſent the chief of the 
zulſſirs for her, MAES TE : 
3 | Ala ddin's 
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cConſidered the meanneſs of Alad 
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FuE RATAIN NEN TS. 33 
Aladdin's mother came to the foot of the throne, pro- 


ſtrated herſelf Yr uſual, and when ſhe had got up again, 


the ſultan aſked her what ſhe would have. Sir, ſaid ſhe, - 


I come to, repreſent to your majeſty, in the name of my 


ſon Aladdin, that the three months, at the end of which 
you order'd me to come again, are expir'd ; and to put 
you in mind of your promiſe. 3 
The ſultan, when he ſet this time, little thought of 
hearing any more of -a marriage, which he imagined 
. muſt be very difagreeable to the princeſs, when he only- 
the © pes dreſs ;. 
but yet this ſummons for him to be as good as his word, 
was fomewhat embarraſſing to him; thereupon he con- 
ſalted his viſter, and ſignined to him the little inclina- 
tion ke had to conclude a match with a ſtranger, Whole 
fortune he ſuppoſed to be very mean. £2 
The grand viſier freely told the ſultan his thoughts ou 
the matter, and ſaid to him, In my opinion, fir; there is 
an infallible wa Bi 2 to avoid a match ſo 
5 without giving Aladdin any cauſe of 
complaint; which is, ſor your majeſty to ſet ſo high a 
value upon the princeſs, which, were he never ſo rich, 
he could not come up to. This is the only way 10 
make him deſiſt from ſo bold, or, as I may ſay, iaſh an 
undertaking, which he never well thought. of before ke 
./ A · w ̃ w ll 
Phe ſultan, approving of the grand viſier's advice, 
turned about dt, mother, and after ſome ſhort 
reflection, {aid to her, Good woman, it is true {ultags- 
ought to be as good as their words, and I am ready to- 
keep mine, by making your ſon happy by the marriage 
of the ien my daughter. But as I cannot marry 
her without ſome AN conſideration frem your ſon, 


vou may tell him, I will fulfil my promiſe as ſoon as he 


mall ſend me forty baſons of maſſy gold, full of the 
ſame things you have already made me a preſent "OF, - 


and carried by the like number of black ſlaves, who ſhall « 


be led by as many young, and handſome white ſlaves, . 


all dreſs'd magnificently. . On theſe conditions 1 am 


ready to beitow the princeſs my daughter on him; there- 


+ fore good woman, go and tell him fo, and FI wait till! 


you bring me his anſwer. 8 | 
Dy B 5 Aladdin's 
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34 ARABlan NIGHTS 
Aladdin's mother proftrated herſelf a ſecond time be- 
fore the ſultan's throne, and retired. In her way home, 
ne laugh'd within herſelf at her ſon's foofiſh imagination. 
Lack-a-day, ſaid ſhe, how can he get ſo'many ſuch 
large gold baſons, and enough of that colour'd glaſs to 
fill them? What, muſt he go again to that ſabterrane- : 
ous abode, the entrance into which is ſtopped up, and 
gather them off the trees? But where will he get ſo many | | 

| foch flaves as the ſultan requires ? it is alto ether out of | 


his power, and J believe he will not be over well ſatiſ- 1 
fied with my ambaſſage this time. When ſhe cane 
home, full of thefe thoughts, the ſaid to her ſon, ln 
deed, child, I would not have you think any farther of = 
your marriage with the pyinceſs Badroulboudour; though 4 


I muſt tell you too, the ſultan received me very kindy , 
and 1 believe his intentions were very good; but; if L 5 


am not very much deceived, the grand viſier has made 
bim change his mind, therefore yau may guefs what 
I have to tell you Aſter F had repreſented to his ma. 
jefly, that the three months were expir d; and begg i 
of him to remember his promiſe, I obſerved that gjůe 
whiſpered with his viſier before he gave me this anſwer. ' 
Then ſhe gave her ſon an exa& account of what the ſul · | 
tan ſaid to her, and the conditions on which he con- 
ſented to the match. Afterwards fhe ſaid to him, The. 
ſultan expects your anſwer immediately; but, continued 
the laughing, L believe he may wait long enough. © 
Not to long, mother, as you imagine, rephed Alad- 
din: the ſultan is miſtaken, if he thipks by this exor- 
bditant demand to prevent my entertaining thoughts of 
"the princeſs. L expected greater difficulties, and that he 
| wood have ſet a Finder priee upon that incomparable 
princeſs. But L am very well pleaſes, his demand is 
but a trifle to what Teould have done for her. But while 
I think of ſatisfying his requeſt, go and pet us ſomething. 
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for diinne. | PETE: | | 
As ſoon as Aladdin's mother was gone out to market, 
Aladdin took the lamp and rubbed it, and the genie ap- 
peared, and offered his ſervice as uſual. The ſultan, 
faid Aladdin to him, gives me the princeſs his daughter 
in mairtage; but demands firſt of me, forty large 1 


* * 


= 7 
3 


ENTERTAINMENTS 25 


of maſſy gold, full of the fruits of the garden from 
whence I took this lamp thou art ſlave to: And theſe 
he expects to have carried by as many black flaves, 


each preceded by. a young, handſome white ſlave, 


richly clothed. Go, and fetch me this preſent as ſoon- 
as poſhble, that I may ſend it to him before the divan- 
breaks up. The genie obey'd his command, and diſ- 


appear'd. 


In a little time afterwards the genie returned with 
forty black ſlaves, each with a baſon on his head full 
of pearls, diamonds, rubies, and emeralds, all larger 
and more beautiful than thoſe preſented to the ſultan: 
before. Each baſon was covered with a ſilver ſtuff, 
embroider'd with flowers of gold: All theſe, and the 
white ſlaves, quite filled che houſe, which was but a 
ſmall one, and the little yard before it, and. a little gar- 
den behind. The genie aſked Aladdin if he had any 
other commands? Aladdin told him that he wanted 


nothing farther then, and the genie diſappear d. 
When. Aladdin's mother came from market, ſhe was 


in a great ſurpriſe to ſee ſo many people, and ſuch vaſt- 


riches. As ſoon as ſhe had laid down her. proviſions, 
ſhe was going to pull off her veil; but Aladdin hinder'd 


her, and ſaid, Mother, let us loſe no time, but before 
the ſultan and the divan riſe, I would have you return 
to the palace, and go with this preſent, as the dowry: 


he aſked for the princeſs Badròulboudour, that: he may 

judge by my diligence and exactneſs, of the ardent and 
lincere zeal I have to procure myſelf the honour of this 
alliance. Without waiting for his mother's: making a 


reply, Aladdin open'd: the ſtreet- door, and made the 
ſlaves walk out; a. white flave followed always by a 


black one with a baſon on his head. When they were 


all got out, the mother. followed the laſt black ſlave, 
and he ſhut the door, and then retired to his- chamber, 


full of hopes that the ſultan, after this preſent, would 
receive him as his ſon- in- l ww. oe = 
__ "The firſt white ſlave that went out of the houſe, made 
all the people, who were going: by and ſaw him, ſtop; 


and before they were all got out of · the houſe, the ſtreets 
were crowded with ſpectators, who ran to ſee ſo extraor- 
dinary and noble a ſight. The dreſs of each ſlave was 
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36 AR ABIAN NICHTS 
ſo rich, boch for the ſtuff and jewels, that thoſe wo 
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were dealers in them, valued each at no leſs than a 
million of money; beſides the juftneſs of the dreſs, the 
noble air and delicate ſhape of each ſlave was unparal- 
leled. They march'd flow, and at an equal diſtance 
from each other ; and the jewels were large, and curi- 
ouſly ſet in their gold belts with juſt ſymmetry, and thoſe 
in their hats were of ſo particular a taſte and beautiful 


-luftre, that the ſpectators were in ſo great an admiration, 
that they could not forbear gazing at them, and ſollow- 


ing them with their eyes as far as poſſible ; for, in ſhort, 
the ſtreets were ſo crowded with people, that none could 
moye out of the ſpot they ſtood on. But as they were 
to paſs through a great many ſtreets to go to the palace, 
a great part of the town had an opportunity of ſeeing 
them. As ſoon as the firſt of theſe ſlaves arrived at the 
palace-gates, the porters formed themſelves into order, 
and took him for a king, by the richneſs and magnifi- 
cence of his habit, and were going to kiſs the hem of 


his garment z but the ſlave who was inſtructed by the 


genie, prevented them, and ſaid, we are only ſlaves, our 


maſt-r will appear at a proper time. 


Then this flave, followed by the reſt, advanced into 


the ſecond court, which was very ſpacious, and in 
which ſtood the ſultan's palace, The magnificence of 


| the'officers, who ſtood at the head of their troops, was 


very much cclipſed by Aladdin's ſlaves ;. Nothing was 


ever {cen ſo ſhining and noble in the ſultan's palace be- 
fore, and all the bright and gay lords of his court were 


not to be compared to them. 3 
As the ſultan, who had been informed of their march, 


and coming to the palace, had given orders for them 
to be admitted when they came, they met with no 
obſtacle, but went into the divan in good order, one 


part filing to the right, and the other to the left. 


After they were all entered, and had formed a demi- 
circle before the ſultan's throne, the black flaves laid 


the baſous on the carpet, and all proſtrated themſelves, 
touching the carpet with their foreheads, and at the 


ſame time the white flaves did the fame. When they 


all roſe again, the black ilayes uncovered the baſons, 


and then all ftood with their arms croſs'd over their 
© Breaits in great modeſ7. 


(ke 


ENTERTAINMENTS, 37 

In che mean time Aladdin's mother advanced to the 
foot of the throne, and having paid her reſpects, ſaid 
to the ſultan, Sir, my ſon Aladdin is ſenſible this pre- 
fent, which he has ſent your majeſty is much below: 
the princeſs Badroulboudour's worth; but hopes, never- 
theleſs, that your majeſty will accept of it, and make 
it agreeable to the princeſs: For that which gives him 
the greater confidence is, he has endeavoured to conform 
himſelf to the conditions you were pleaſed to impoſe 
on him. | 1 e 

The ſultan was not able to give the leaſt attention to 
this compliment of Aladdin's mother. Fhe firſt mo- 
ment he caſt his eyes on the forty baſons, full of the 
moſt precious and beautiful jewels he had ever ſeen, 
and the fourſcore ſlaves, who appeared by the richneſs. 
and nobleneſs of their dreſs to be ſo many kings, he 
was fo ſtruck, that he could not recover his admiration ;: 
but inſtead of anſwering Aladdin's mother, addreſs d' 
himſelf to the grand viſier, who could not any more 
tan himſelf, comprehend from whence ſuch profuſe 
riches could come: Well, viſier, ſaid he aloud, what 
do you think of all this? Who can it be that has fent. 
me ſo extraordinary a preſent, and neither of us know 


him ? Do you think him, worthy of the princeſs Bad-. 


roulboudour my daughter? 


The viſier,, notwit ſtanding his envy and grief to ſee 


a ſtranger preferred to be the ſultan's ſon-in-law before 


his fon, durſt not diſguiſe his ſentiments. It was too 


viſible, that Aladdin's preſent was more than ſufficient 


to merit his reception into that great alliance; there- 


fore, diving into the ſultan's thoughts, he returned this-. 
anſwer: I am fo far, fir, from having any thoughts, 
that the perſon who has made your majeſty fo noble a. 
9 7 is unworthy of the honour you would do him, 
hat I ſhould be ſo bold as to ſay he deferved much 
more, if I was not perſuaded that the greateſt treaſure 
in the world ought not to be put in'a balance with the 
princeſs. This advice was applauded by all the lords 

who were then in council, 3 . 
Ihe ſultan never ſtaid, nor thought of informing 
himſelf whether Aladdin was endowed with? all the 
qualifications fitting for one who aſpired to be his cy 
| | oe | In- law. 
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in- law. The ſight only of ſuch immenſe riches, and 
Aladdin's diligence in ſatisfying his demand, without 

ſtarting the leaſt difficulty on the exorbitant conditions he 

had impoſed on him, perſuaded him eaſily, that he could 1 
want nothing to render him accompliſhed. Therefore, bo 
to ſend Aladdin's mother back with all the ſatisfaction | 
ſhe could defire, he ſaid to her, Good woman, go and ©] 
tell your ſon that I wait to embrace and receive him. 4 
with open arms, and the more haſte he makes to come 

and receive the princeſs my daughter from my hands, the 

greater pleaſure he will do me. 55 
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f As ſoon as Aladdin's mother was retired, as much. 2 
overjoyed as a woman in her condition could be, to 7 


ſee her ſon riſe beyond all expectations to ſuch great for- 
tune, the ſultan put an end to the audience for that day ;, 


4 and riſing from his throne, ordered that the princeſs's 

4 eunuchs thould come and carry thoſe baſons into their 

1 miſtreſs's apartment, whither he went himſelf to examine 

11 them with her at his leiſure. The fourſcore ſlaves were 1 
+44 not 7 but were conducted into the palace; and ſome 1 
. 1 time after the ſultan telling the princeſs Badroulboudour. 

"1 of their magniticence,, ordered them to be brought before 

|| her apartment, that ſhe might ſee he exaggerated not any 

thing in their praiſe. 1 


In the mean time Aladdin's mother got home, and 
ſhewed in her air and countenance, the good news ſhe: 
brought her ſon. Child, ſaid ſhe to him, you have 
now all the reaſon. in the world to be pleaſed: You. 

are, contrary to my expectations, arrived. at the height. 
of your defires, and you know what Lal ways told you. 
But, not to keep you too long in ſuſpenſe, the ſultan,, 
with the approbation. of the whole court, has declared 
that you are worthy, of poſſefling the princefs Badroul» 
boudour, and waits to embrace you, and conclude your 
marriage; therefore, you muſt think. of. making iome. 
preparations for that interview, that. may anſwer the 
great opinion he has of your perſon ; and after the won- 
ders I have ſeen you do, I am perſuaded nothing can 
be wanting. But I muſt not forget to tell you, the 
ſpltan waits fo you wich great impatience, therefore loſe. 


1 Aladdin, 


* 
4 4 


object which poſſeſs'd his ſoul, made his mother very 
little reply, but retir'd to his chamber. There, after 
he had rubbed his lamp, which had never failed him 


in whatever he wiſhed for, the obedient genie appear'd. 


* 


Ex 1 ERTAINMENTS, 39 
Aladdin, charm'd with this news, and full of the 


Genie, ſaid Aladdin, I want to go bathe immediate- 


ly, and afterwards provide me the moſt rich and mag- 


nificent habit monarch ever wore. No ſooner were th 


words out of his mouth, but the genie render'd him, 


fine marble bath, of all ſorts of colours; where firſt he 
was undrefs'd, without ſeein 


as well as himſelf inviſible, and tranſported him into a. 


by whom, in a large 


fpacious hall. From the hall he was Ted to the bath, 


waſh'd with all forts of fine-ſcented water. 


which was of a moderate heat, and there rubb'd and 


After he 
had paſſed through ſeveral degrees of heat, he got out, 


n a different man from what he was before. 


His 


n was clear white and red, and his body light- 
fome and eaſy ; and when he returned into the hall, he 


found, inſtead of his own, a noble habit, the magni- 
ficence of which very e gen 


much ſurpriſed him. The genie 
helped him to drefs, and when he had done, tranſported: 
hem back to his own chamber, where he aſked him if he 


had any other commands? Yes, anſwer'd Aladdin, I 
expect you ſhould bring me as ſoon as poſſible an horſe 
that ſurpaſſes in beauty and goodneſs the beſt in the 
ſultan's ſtables, with a ſaddle and houſing, and other 


> 


accoutrements, to the value of a million of money., I 


Want alſo twenty ſlaves, as richly cloathed'as thoſe pre- 


ſented to the ſultan, to walk by my ſide and follow me, 


and twenty more to go before me in two ranks, Beſides 
theſe, bring ſix women ſlaves to wait on my mother, as 


finely dreſs d as any of the princeſs Badreulboudour's, 


each loaded with a complete ſuit fit for any ſultaneſs, 


And after all theſe things, be ſure don't forget to br ing 
alſo ten thouſand, pi 


£3 


houfand, pieces of gold in ten purſes ; and maks 


* 


As ſoon ns Aladdin had given theſe orders, the genie 


diſappear'd, and preſently returned with the horſe, forty 
Haves, ten purſes of gold, and the fix women ſlaves, 


"F 


each carrying on her head an habit for Aladdin's mo- 
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her, vrapt op in à filver ftuff, aud preſented them all to 
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Oft the ten purſes, Aladdin tock but for, which he | 


gave to his mother, telling her, thoſe were to ſupply her 
with neceſſaries; the other fix he left in the hands of 
| the flaves who brought them, with an order to throw 7 
handfuls among the people, as they went to the ſultan's 3 
palace. Theſe fix ſlaves, who carried the purſes, he or- 
der'd likewiſe to march before him, three on the right 
hand, and three on the left. Afterwards he preſented 
the fix women ſlaves to his mother, telling her they were 
her ſlaves, and that the habits they had brought were 
d (0 nt 
When Aladdin had thus diſpoſed his affairs, he told 
the genie he would call him when he wanted him, and 
thereupon the genie diſappear'd. Then Aladdin's 
thoughts Were more intent upon anſwering, as ſoon as 
Joe the deſire the ſultan had ſhewn to ſee him. 
He diſpatched one of the forty ſlaves to the palace, F 
with an order to addreſs. himſelf to the chief of the © 
_huflirs, to know when he might have the honour to i 
come and throw himſelf at the ſultan's feet. The ſlave 
ſcon acquitted himſelf of his meſſage, and brought 
- him wort that the ſultan waited. for him with impa- 
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Aladdin immediately mounted his horſe, and began 1 
his march in the order he had appointed it ; and tho' +11 
he never was on a horſe's back before, he app:ared with 
an extraordinary. grace, The ſtreets through which he 
Was to paſs, were immediately crowded with an innu- 
merable concourſe of people, who made the air echo 
again With their acclamations, . eſpecially every time the 
fix flaves, Who carried the puries, threw handfuls of 
gold into the air. an id the acclamations and 
* Honts' of Joy Fore only. from thote who ſcrambled for 
the money, but from a ſuperior, rank of people, Who 
could not forbear commending publickly Aladdin's ge- 
neroſity. Beſides, thoſe who knew him once when he 
played in the ſtreets like a vagabond, did not know him 
Again; ſuch, were the effects of the lamp, as to procure 
by degrees to thoſe who pöſſeſo'd it, perfections agreea- 
ble to the high fortune the right uſe of it advanced them 
| f ; | 10. 
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to. Much more attention was given to Aladdin's per- 


| ſon, than to the pomp and magnificence of his atten- 


dants, which had been taken notice of the day before 
in the march of the ſlaves with the preſent to the ſultan, 


Nevertheleſs the horſe was very much admired by ſuch 


as had good judgment, and knew how to diſcern his 
beauties, without being dazzled with the jewels and 
richneſs of the furniture: And when the report was 
every where ſpread about, that the ſultan was going to 
give the princeſs Badroulboudour in marriage to hun, 
nobody regarded his birth, nor envied his goad fortune, 
ſo worthy he ſcem'd of it. 55 

When he arrived at the palace, every thing was pre- 
pared for his reception; and when he came to the ſe- 


cond gate, he would have alighted from off his horſe, 


to conform according to the cuſtom obſerved by the 


grand viſier, the generals of the armies, and governors 
of provinces of the firſt rank; but the chief of the 


huiſſirs, who waited on him by the ſultan's order, pre- 


very much, but could not prevail. Ihe huiſſirs formed 


vented him, and attended him to the council hall, where 
he helped him to diſmount; tho* Aladdin oppoſed him 


themſelves into two ranks at the entrance of the hall, 


the chief put Aladdin on his right hand, and paſſing 


_ through the midſt of them, led him to the ſultan's 


As ſoon as the ſultan perceived Aladdin, he was as 


much amazed to fee him more richly and magnificently. 


cloathed than ever he had been himſelf, as ſurprifed at 
his good mien, fine ſhape, and a certain air of gran- 
deur, which was very much different from the meanneſs 
his mother appeared in; all which were contrary to his 
expectation, But notwithſtanding, this amazement and. 
ſurpriſe did not hinder him from riſing off his throne, 
and ſtepping down two or three ſteps quick enough to 
een Aladdin's throwing himſelf at his feet, he em- 
braced him with all the demonſtrations of friendſhip. 
After this civility, Aladdin would have caſt himſelf at 
His feet again; but he held him faſt by the hand, and 
obliged him to ſit between him and the grand viſier. 
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Then Aladdin, aſſuming the diſcourſe, ſaid, I receive, 
fir, the honour which your majeſly out of your great 
bounty is pleaſed to confer on me: But permit me to 


tell you, that I have not forgot that I am your ſlave; 
that I know the greatneſs of your power, and that I am 


not inſenſible how much my birth is below the ſplendor 
and luſtre of the high rank to which J am raiſed. If 


any way, continued he, I could have merited ſo favour- 


able a reception, I confeſs [ cannot attribute it to my 
boldneſs, but to a mere. chance, which made me raiſe 
my eyes, thoughts and defires to the divine princeſs, 
who is the object of my wiſhes : I aſk your majeſty's 
pardon for my rafhneſs, but I cannot diſſemble: 1 thould 
die with grief, if I ſhould loſe my hopes of iceing them 
accompliſhed. 2 : 

Son, anſwered the ſultan, emb:acing him a ſecond 
time, you do me wrong to doubt the leaſt of my ſince- 


rity : ycur life from this moment is too dear to me not 


to preſerve it, by preſenting you with a remedy which 
is in my difpoſal. I prefer the pleaſure of ſeeing and 
hearing you beſore all your treaſure and mine together. 
After theſe words, the ſultan gave a ſignal, and im- 
mediately che air echoed again with trumpets and haut- 
boys, and other muſical inſtruments: and at the ſame 
time the ſultan led Aladdin into a magnificent hall, 
where there was prepared a noble feaſt, The ſultan and 
Aladdin eat by themſelves, the grand viſier, and the 
great lords of the court, according to their dignity and 
rank, waited all the time, Their converſation was of 


indifferent matters; but all the while the ſultan took ſo 
great a pleaſure in ſeeing him, that he never hardly 


took his eyes off him; and throughout all their diſ- 
courſe, Aladdin ſhewed ſo much good ſenſe, as con- 
firmed the ſultan in the good opinion he had of him. 
After dinner, the ſultan ſent for the chief judge of his 
capital, and order'd him to draw up immediately a 
contract of marriage between the princeſs Badroulbou- 


dour his daughter and Aladdin. In the mean time the 


Faltan and he entered into another converſation in the 


| preſence of the grand viſier and the lords of the court, 
who all admired the ſolidity of his wit, the great 
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eich bo, deliver'd- himielf. and * 


the beautiful thoughts and delicacy of his expreſſing 
them. | ita 


When the judge had drawn up the contract in all the 


requiſite forms, the ſultan aſk'd Aladdin, if he would 
ſtay in the palace, and ſolemnize the ceremonies of 
marriage that day ? To which he anſwered, Sir, tho” 
great is my impatience to enjoy your majeſty's bounty, 
yet I beg of you to give me leave to defer it till I have 
built a palace fit to 1eceive the princeſs in; therefore 
deſire you to grant me a convenient {pot of ground nigh 
your palace, that I may come the more often to pay my 


reſpecis to you, and I will take care to have it finiſhed 


with all diligence. Son, ſaid the ſultan, take what 
ground you think proper, there's land enough before my 
palace; but conſider, I cannot then ſee you ſo ſoon 
united with my daughter, which would complete my joy. 
After theſe words he embraced Aladdin again, who tool 
his leave with as much politeneſs as if he had been bred 
up, and had always lived at court. 

Aladdin mounted his horſe again, and return'd home 


in the ſame order he came, with the acclamati.ns of 


the people, who wiſhed him all happineſs and proſperity. 
As 5 as he diſmounted, he retired to his own cham- 
ber, took the lamp, and called the genie as uſual, who 
in the like, manner made him tenders of his ſe;vice. 


Genie, ſaid Aladdin, I have all the reaſon in the world 


to commend thy exactneſs in executing hitherto punctu- 
ally whatever I have aſked thee to do; but now if thou 


haſt any regard for the lamp thy miſtreſs, thou muſt 


ſhew, if poſſible, more zeal and diligence than ever. I 
would have thee build me, as ſoon as thou canſt, a 
palace over-againſt, and at a juſt diſtance from the ſul- 
tan's, and fit to receive my ſpouſe the princeſs BaJroul- 
boudour, I leave the choice of the materials to thee, 


that is to ſay, porphyry, jaſper, agate, lapis lazuli, fine 


marble, and the reſt of the building. But I expect 
that at the top of th's palace thou ſhalt build me a larg 
hall with a dome, and four equal fronts ; and that in 
ſtead of bricks, the walls be made of wedges of 1 5 


gold and ſilver, laid alternately, that each front ſhall 


contain fix windows; all which, except one, which dg 


t 
ON 54 


2 — 


q 
1 


0 
N 2 


EI 


r 
— 
* 


— 


<- A ——— —ů— — 
br was -— rw" 


2 
—— ne Dy 
—— 
bs RD n 
. 
* * WS 
= * 


rr 


1 
ads Ste L8 Ap E 
8 — — 3 
* 50 2 — * 
n — — 
D 
in. * * * a; — = 


w_—_ 

_ v2.” 
«> 
teh 


* grain —— — SINN 
2 — n 


4 OCAravran Nicnts 
be left thifiniſhed and imperſect, mall be ſo enriched 


With art and ſymmetry, diamonds, rubfes, and eme- 


ralds, that they ſhall exceed all things of that kind in 
the wortd. T would have an inward and dutward court 
before this palace, and a curious garden; but above all 
things, take care that there be laid in a place which 
thou ſhalt tell me of, a treaſure of gold and ſilver coin, 
Beſides, this palace muſt be well provided with kitchens 
and offices, ſtore-houſes, and rooms to keep choice fur- 
niture in, for all the ſeaſons of the year, I muſt have 
ables full of the fineſt horſes, equerries and grooms, 
and an hunting equipage. There muſt be officers to 
attend the kitchen and offices, the women flaves to wait 
on the princeſs. Thou underſtandeſt what T mean; 
--- ak go about it, and come and tell me when all's 
one. | 

By that time Aladdin had inſtructed the genie With 

his intentions, and the building of his palace, the ſun 


was ſet, The next morning by break of day, Aladdin, 


whoſe love for the princeſs would not let him ſleep, was 
no ſooner up, but the genie preſented himſelf, and ſaid, 
Sir, your palace is finiſhed, come and ſee if you like it. 
Aladdin had no fooner ſignified his conſent, but the 
genie tranſported him thither in an inftant, and he 
Wound it ſo much beyond his expectation, that he could 
not enough admite it. The genie led him thro? all the 


apartments, where he met with nothing but what was 


rich and magnificent, with officers and ſlaves, all dreſs'd 


* 


according to their rank and ſervices for which they were 


appointed. Then the genie, ſhew'd him the treaſury, 


which was opened by a treaſurer, where Aladdin faw 
| Heaps of bags of money, of different ſizes, piled up 


to the top of the cling. The genie aſſured him of | 
| thence led him to the ſtables, Þ 
where he ſhew'd him ſome of the fineſt horſes. in the © MT. 


the treaſurer's fidelity, an 


world, and grooms carefully dreſſing them; and from 
thence they went to the ſtore-houſes, Which were filled 
with all neceſſary proviſions, both for the food and 
_ ornament of the hoſes. SINKS ar rb og 


. When Aladdin had examined the palace from top to 


| bottom, and particularly the hall with the four and 
Tdyeaty windows, and found it much beyond whatever 


he 
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he could have imagin'd, he ſaid to the genie, Genie, þ 
no one can be better ſatisfied than I am; and indeed I 5 
fſimould be very much to blame if I complain'd. There's ih 
only one thing wanting which I forgot, that is, to lay 1 
from the ſultan's palace, to the door of the apartment 1 
deſign'd for the princeſs, a piece of fine velvet for her 1 
to walk upon. The genie immediately diſappear'd, 1 
and Aladdin ſaw what he deſired executed that minute. 1 
Then the genie returned, and carried Aladdin home 15 1 
before the gates of the ſultan's palace were opened. 1 
4 When the porters, who had always been uſed to an 88 
5 open proſpect, came to open the gates, they were | 60 
amazed to find it limited, and to ſee a piece of velvet HY 
= Afpread for a great way; but when they could diſcein F F 
* Aladdin's palace diſtinctly, their ſurpriſe was very IH 1 
much increaſed, The news of ſo extraordinary a won- 1 
deer was preſently ſpread about the palace: The grand We 
viſier, whocame ſoon aſter. the gates were open, was no 7 
leſs amazed than other people at this novelty, but ran 1 1 
and acquainted the ſultan, and endeavoured to make * 4 
him believe it to be all enchantment. Viſier, reply'd: 9 
the ſultan, why will you have it to be enchantment? Her 
*® You know as well as me that it is Aladdin's palace, 410 3 
| which I gave him leave to build, to receive my daugh- 1 
ter in. After the proof we have had of his riches, can We 
ue think it ſtrange, that he ſhould build a palace in fo 1448 
hort a time? He has a mind to ſurpriſe us, and let us, 1 
ſee what wonders are to be done with ready money. a 
Come, own ſincerely, that what you menticn of en- _ 
3 Cchantment proceeds from. your envy. It being then 175 I 
the hour of going to council, they had no farther 6. vg 
r 3 18 
When Aladdin got home, and had diſmiſs'd the ge- 9 
nie, he found his mother up, and dreſſing herſelf in 1 
one of thoſe ſuits that were brought her. By chat time 1 
0 the council generally broke up. Aladdin had diſpoſed 1 
his mother to go to the palace with her ſlaves, and de- 3 1 
ſired her, if ſhe ſaw the ſultan, to tell him ſhe came to 1 50 
do herſelf the honour to attend the princeſs towards the - 4 
evening to her palace. Accordingly ſhe went with her 49: 
ilayes, who wele all dreſs'd as fine as ſultaneſſes; yet 4# 


the crowd was nothing ſo great, becauſe they were all 


4% AAT Au Nour: 


veiled, and had each a ſurtout on, agreeable to the 


richneſs and magnificence of their habits. For Aladdin, 
he mounted his horſe, and took leave of his paternal 


houſe for ever, taking care not to forget his wonderful 


lamp, by the aſſiſtance of which he had reap'd ſuch 
advantages, and arrived at the utmoſt height of his 
wiſhes, and went to the palace in the ſame pomp as the 
day before. Ee 8 

As ſoon as the che of the ſultan's palace ſaw 
Aladdin's mother, they went and inform'd the ſul. 


tan, who preſently order'd the bands of trumpets and 


hautboys, &c. to play, and the drums to beat, ſo that 


the air rebounded the echoes, and inſpired the whole 
city with joy: the tradeſmen and merchants began to 


adorn their ſhops and houſes, with fine carpets and 
cuſhions, and bedeck them with boughs, and prepare 
illuminations againſt night. The handicraftſmen, and 
workmen of all ſorts, left their works, and all repaired 
to the great ſpace between the ſultan's and Aladdin's 


alace ; which laſt gain'd all their attention, not only 


ecauſe it was new to them, but becauſe there was no 
compariſon between them. But the greateſt part of 
their amazement was to comprehend, by what unheard- 


of miragle ſo magnificent a palace. ſhould be fo ſoon 


built, it being apparent to all, that there were no ſuch 
things as materials, or any foundation laid the day 
V. 1 ID 9 

Aladdin's mother was receiv'd in the palace with 
honour, and introduced into the princeſs Badroulbou. 
dour's apartment by the chief of the eunuchs, A: 


ſoon as the princeſs ſaw her, ſhe went and ſaluted her, 


and deſired her to fit down on a ſofa ; and while her 
women made an end of dreſſing her, and adorning her 
with the jewels Aladdin had preſented her with, a noble 


cullation was ſerved up: At the ſame time the ſultan, 


who had a mind to be as much with his daughter as 
poſſible before he parted with her, came and paid her 
great reſpect. Aladdin's mother had often talked to 


the ſultan in publick, but he had never ſeen her with 


her veil off, as ſhe was then ; and though ſhe was ſome- 
what advanced in years, ſhe had the remains of a good 
face, which ſhew'd what ſhe” had been in her youth. 
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The ſultan, who had always-ſeen her dreſs'd very mean 
and poor, was in admiration to find her as richly and 
magnificently clothed as the te his daughter. 
This, when he came to a more ſerious reflection, made 
him think Aladdin equally prudent and wiie in what- 
ever he undertook, bs 

When it was night, the princeſs took her leave of the 


ſultan; Their adieus weie tender, and accompanied with 


tears; they embraced each other ſeveral times, and at 
laſt the princeſs left her own apartment, and ſet for- 
wards for Aladdin's palace, with his mother on her 
left hand, followed by an hundred women ſlaves, dreſſed 
in a ſurpriſing magnificence. All the bands of muſick, 
which play'd from the time Aladdin's mother arrived, 
joined together, led the proceſſion, followed by an 
hundred chaoux, and the hke number of black eunuchs, 


in two files, with their officers at their head. Four 
hundred of the ſultan's young pages carried flambeaux 


on each ſide, which, together with the 1lluminations 
of the ſultan's and Aladdin's palaces, made it as light as 
days: ts, | 1 1 

In this order, the princeſs walked on the velvet, which 
was ſpread from the ſultan's palace to Aladdin's, pre- 
ceded by bands of muſicians, who joining wich thoſe 


on the terraſſes of Aladdin's palace, formed a concert, 


which, all extraordinary and confuſed as it appeared, 
increaſed the joy not only of the crowd of people in the 
large place, but of all that were in the two palaces, the 
town, and a great way about it. | 


At laſt, when the princeſs arrived at the new palace, 
Aladdin ran with all the joy imaginable to the entry of 


the apartment, the place appointed for him to receive 


her. His mother had taken care to point h'm out to 
the princeſs, in the midſt of the officers that ſurrou 


him, who found him ſo handſome, ſhe was charmed. 


Adorable princeſs, ſaid Aladdin to her, accoſting and 
laluting her reſpectfully, if I have the misfortune to 
have diſpleaſed you, by my boldneſs of aſpiring to the 
poſſeſſion ef fo lovely a princeſs, and my ſultan's daugh- 


ter, I muſt tell you, that you ought to blame your bright 


eyes and Charms, not me. Prince (as we may now call 
him) anſwered the princeſs, I am obedient to the will 


of 
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ARABIAN NIGHTS 


4 


of my father; and it is enough for me to have ſeen you 


once, to tell you that J obey without reluctance. 
Aladdin, charm'd with ſo agreeable and obliging an 


anſwer, would not keep the princeſs ſtanding after ſhe 


had walk'd fo far, which was more than ſhe was uſed to 
do; but tcok her by the hand, which he kiſs'd with 
the greateſt demonſtration of joy, and led her into a 


large hall, illuminated with an infinite number of wax 
candles, where, by the care of the genie, a noble feaſt 


was ſerved up. The plates were all of maſſy gold, and 
contained the moſt delicate and coſtly meats. The 
veſſels, baſons, goblets, &c. with which the. beaufet 
was furniſhed, were gold alſo, and of exquiſite work- 
manſhip, and all the other ornaments and embelliſh- 


ments of the hall were anſwerable. The princeſs, 


dazzled ro ſee ſo much riches in one place, ſaid to 
Aladdin, I once thought, prince, that nothing in the 


world was ſo rich and beautiful as the ſultan my father's 
palace, but the ſight of this hall alone is ſufticient to 


undeceive me. 


Then Aladdin led the princeſs to the place appointed 


for her, and as ſoon as ſhe and his mother were ſat 
down, a band of the moſt harmonious inſtruments, ac- 


companied with the voices of ſome beautiful ladies, 


began a concert, which laſted without intermiſſion to 
the end of the repaſt. The princeſs was ſo charm'd, 
that ſhe declar'd ſhe had never heard any thing like it 


in the ſultan her father's court, but knew not that 


theſe muſicians were faines, which the genie had pro- 
cured. Eons Es Be: 


When the table was taken away, there entered a 


company of dancers, who; danced, according to tlic 


cuſtom of the country, ſeveral dances in figure, and 
performed their parts with a ſurpriſing lightneſs and 


activity, and ſhewed all the addreſs they were capable 


of. About midnight Aladdin, according to the cuſtom 
pf that time in China, preſented his hand to the prin- 


ceſs Badroutboudour to dance with her, and ſo finiſh 
the ceremonies of their nuptials; and, in ſhort, both 
danced with ſo good a grace, that they were the ad- 
miration of all the company. When they left of, 


Aladdin di I net let the princeſs's hand go, but led hi? 
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to the apartment where the nuptial bed was prepared. 
The princeſs's women helped to undreſs her, and put 
her to bed ; Aladdin's officers did the ſame by him, and 
then all retired. Thus ended the ceremonies and re- 
Joicings of Aladdin's and the princeſs Badroulbou- 
dour's marriage. 


The next morning when Aladdin waked, his valets 


de chambre preſented themſelves to dreſs him, and 
brought him another habit as rich and magnificent as 
that he wore the day before. Then he ordered one 
of the horſes appointed for his perſon to be got ready, 
mounted him, and went in the midſt of a large tro 

of ſlaves to the ſultan's palace. The ſultan receiv'd 
him with the ſame honours as before, embraced him, 
placed him on the throne with him, and aſked him to 


| breakfaſt with him. To which Aladdin reply'd, I beg 


your majeſty will diſpenſe with me from accepting that 
honour to day: I came to aſk you to come and take a 
repaſt in the princeſs's palace, attended by your grand 


vifier, and all the lords of your court. Ihe ſultan con- 
ſented to it with pleaſure, roſe up immediately, and, 


as it was not far off, went thither on foot, with Alad- 


din on his right hand, the grand viſier on his leit, 


preceded by the chaoux, and principal officers of his 
palace, and follow'd by all the great lords of his court. 
The nearer the ſultan approached Aladdin's palace, 


the more he was ſtruck with its beauty, but was much 


more amaz'd when he enter'd it; and could n.t forbear 


breaking out into exclamations. But when he came 
into the hall with the four and twenty windows, (to 


ſhew which Aladdin had invited him) and had ſeen the 
ornaments, and, above ali, calt his eyes on the windows 
enrich'd with d:amonds, rubies, emeralds, all large per- 
tect ſtones; and when Aladdin had oblerved to him, 
that it was 2s rich on the outſide, he was io much {ur- 


priſed, that he remain'd fome time motionleſs. After 


he recovered himſelf, he ſaid to his viſier, Is it poſſible 
that there ſhould be ſuch a ſtately palace fo nigh my own, 


and I be an utter ſtranger to it till now? Sir, reply'd 


the grand viſier, your majeſty may remen ber that the 


day before yeſterday, you gave Aladdin, whom you ac- 
cepted for your ſon in-law, leave to build a palace over- 


Vor. IV. * 


againſt 


ENTERTAINMENTS. 49 


% 
to - 
* 

'F 
5 
1 
' 
© 
: 
: U 
4 
' 
x 
me” 
©" it 
14 
A : 
7 
* 
Ne 
N 
1 
1 
9 
3 
7 
AY 
1 
* 
„ 
* 1 . 
by 
& 
* 
+ LV 
. BP 
* 
1 
4 
1 
198 
75 
+ 8 
+3 
4 
Ma 
: by 
1 
1 
Vo A 
. 
. 
& * 
« 
552 4 
'S 
14S 
1 
z F * 
3 
1 
1 
oF 
1 
44 
VI 
1 
* 
© W 
2 
mY 
7 
me 
x 
5 

. * 

Ec 
* 2 
{4.4 
* > ' 

! 
hs + 

1% 3 
354= 
$ T% 
498 
? 7 
78 
4 KF 
5 
2 
149 
* 
1 
44 

715 

* 

0 
18 

* 

12 
CI 

1 
. * 
T 2 

ef XA 
: 

4 
; 8-5 
* 
$25 vt 
27% 
1 
299 
pg} 
. 5 70 
2 

3% 
LEY 
. 9 

5 
43 2XY 
* 345 
bogs 
LB * © 
#. 
+ "Us 

18 
\, 4 
445 

+.» 
K 
97 

4 
715 
Ln. 
"8 
Ty 
4X 
, e 

295 
1 
11 
7 

iv 

* 


1 


— x I 4 — — 
0 2 P * K * 
5 : — 2 Po 3 wi hath r q — — — reins — 1 — — I 
a = Y 4 D 8 N * woot & * ay © * x m +> x 3 - K b — . 
_ — * : - ; 4 2 =_ = PR. 2 — p by r. 
* * pay 1 ſo. — _ ſt ** 25 ry - OR @ gt” AIC = 5 1 
3 2 2 one Fl N ew, IIS © . —— - — * 5 * = 
oy ' — 2 2 * 2 * . — „ * bs — 50 1 TSA n - 
——— - 1 2 a LO 2 n — _ F r — — — 
2558 5 — bn — 2 a pe 7 a 4 * 2 a. 
2 4 * . Wit, n 2 8 2 r = —— 3 Q — * — 
4 — -#5 3 - * 8 1 


on Te ene 
4 * 2 2 
= * 2 


12 — 


— 


id TS tn HET TE 
moat nn oat ng 


—— 
+, 
"IST 


© SS 
— 
r 

* 


rr 


; 2; * 8 
” 2 
* = — 2 a 


2 3s 
ovine. thy —— 
- - _ . 
HP 


—_— — — 
4 


a * OA — — * 
bt S 4 a ee - 


— — * 
P” 4 it 5 — 2 
: 2 * — 
2 Eg * DO 


* * . 
8 rg: 
Te em” 


— 
——— — 


— 


— 


— 


— 
—ꝛ— -. —— —— — 
= 22 — — * — 2 
P - 


= — — = — =s 
— He. WP $57 * 2 2 x WT 5 * — 
SLOT — ——— "x : £ —— wh - 
— = — — —— —— 


— — — 
- 


— . ——— > en 


pital. 


50 ARABIAN NIGHTS 


a2ainſt your own, and that very night, before ſun-ſet, 
there was nothing of 1t begun, and yeſterday I had the 
honour to tell you firſt that the palace was built and fi- 
niſhed, I remember it, reply'd the ſultan, but never 
imagined that that palace was one of the wonders of the 


world; for where in all the world befices, ſhall we find 
walls built of maſly gold and filver, inſtead of brick, 


ſtone, or marble; and diamonds, rubies, and emeralds 


Jet thick about the windows? Certainly there never was 


any thing like it in this world before. 

The iultan would examine and admire the beauty of 
all the windows, and counting them, found that they 
were but three and twenty that were ſo richly adorn'd, 
and that the twenty-fourth was unfiniſhed and imperfect. 


Viſier, ſaid he, for that miniſter never left him, I am 
ſurpriſed chat a hall of this magnificence ſhou'd be left 
thus imperfect: Sir, reply'd the grand viſier, without 


doubt Aladdin has only wanted time to finiſh this win- 
dow as well as the reſt ; for it 1s not to be ſuppoſed that 
he wants jewels for it, but that he will ſet about it the 
ſixſt opportunity. 


Aladdin, who had left the ſultan at the time of this 


diſcourſe, to go and give {ome neceſſary orders, return'd 
zuit as the viſier had given the ſultan his ſuppoſed rea- 
j0ns : Son, ſaid the ſultan to him, this hall is the moſt 


worthy of admiration of any hall in the world; there's 
only one thing that ſurpriſes me, which 1s to find one 


of the windows unfiniſhed : It 1s certainly the forget- 


fulneſs or negligence of the workmen, that they have 


not put the finiſhing ſtroke to ſo beautiful a piece of ar- 


chitecture. Sir, auſwer'd Aladdin, neither of theſe are 


the reaſons why your majeſty ſees it in this concition : 
The thing was done with a deſign, and it was by my 
orders that the workmen left it thus, ſince I had a mind 
that your majeſty ſhould have the glory of finiſhing this 


hall, and the palace alſo; and I beg of you to approve 
of my good intention, that I may remember the favours 


I have received from you. If you dia it with this in- 
tention, reply'd the ſultan, I take it kindly, and will 


give orders about it immediately, and accordingly ſent 
to the moſt topping jewellers and goldimiths in his ca- 


After- 
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Afterwards the ſultan went out of this hall, and 
Aladdin led him into that where he had regaled the 
princeſs Badroulboudour on his wedding-day. 'The 
princeſs came immediately afterwards, and received the 
ſultan her father, with an air that ſhewed how much ſhe 
was ſatisfied with her marriage. Two tables were im- 
mediately ſpread with the moſt delicious meats, ſerv'd 
up in gold diſhes, The ſultan, princeſs, Aladdin, and 


the grand viſier ſat down at the firſt, and all the lords 


of the court at the ſecond, which was very long, The 


| ſultan was very much pleaſed with the meats, and own'd 


they were very excellent, as well as the wines delicious, 
But what he moſt of all admired, was four large beau- 
fets, profuſely furniſhed with large flaggons, baſons, 
and tumblers, all of maſſy gold, beſet with jewels. Be- 
ſides, he was charmed with ſeveral bands of muſick, 
which were ranged along the hall, and formed meſt 
agreeable concerts. 9 
When the ſultan roſe from table, he was informed 
that the jewellers and goldſmiths he had ſent for, at- 


tended; upon which he returned to the hall, and ſnew'd 
them the window which was unfiniſh'd: I ſent for you, 


ſaid he, to fit up this window in as great perfection as 
any of the reſt, examine them well, and make all the 
diſpatch you can. | 

The jewellers and goldſmithsexamined the other three 
and twenty windows with great attention, and after 
they had conſulted together, to know what each could 
turniſh, they returned, and preſented themſelves before 
the ſultan, whoſe principal jeweller undertaking to 


ſpeak for the reſt, ſaid, Sir, we are all willing to uſe 
our utmoſt care and induſtry to obey your majeſty, but 


among us all we cannot furniſh jewels enough for ſo great 
a work; but then I can, ſaid the ſultan, come to my 
palace, and you ſhall chuſe what are fitting. 


When the ſultan return'd to his palace, he order'd 


his jewels to be fetched out, and the jewellers took a 
great quantity, particularly thoſe which Aladdin had 
made him a preſent of, which they ſoon uſed, without 


making any great advance or ſhew in their work, and 


came again ſeveral times for more, and in a month's 


time had not finiſh'd half their work, In ſhort, they 
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uſed all the jewels the ſultan had of his own, and bor- 
row'd of the viſier, and 15 the work was not half 
done. 

Aladdin at the fame time knew, that all the ſultan” 8 
endeavours to make this window like the reſt were in 
vain, and therefore one day went into the hall to the 
jewellers and goldſmiths, and not only bid them deſiſt 
from their work, but ordered them to undo what they 


had begun, and to carry the ſultan all his jewels back 


again; and accordingly they undid in a few hours what 
they had been ſix weeks about, and then retired. 

When they were all gone, and Aladdin was left alone, 
he took his lamp, and rubb'd it, and preſently the ge- 
nie appeared, Genie, ſaid Aladdin, 1 ordered thee to 
leave one of the four and tweaty windows of this hall 


imperfect and unfiniſhed, and thou executedſt my com- 


mands punctually; but now 1 would have thee make it 


ke the reſt. The genic immediately diſappeared, A- 


laddin went out of the hall, and returning ſoon after 
into it, he found that window, as he wiſhed it to be, 
like the others. 

In the mean time, the jewellers and goldſmiths got 
to the palace, and were introduced into the ſultan's pre- 
ſence, where the firſt jeweler preſenting the jewels, 
which he had brought back, ſaid, in the name of all 

the reſt, Sir, your majeſty knows how long we have 


| been upon the work you was pleaſed to ſet us about, in 


which we uſed all imaginable induſtry : It was pretty 
far advanced when Aiaddin obliged us not only to leave 
it off, but to undo what we had already begun, and bring 
our majeſty your jewels back, The ſultan aſk'd them 
1f Aladdin gave them any reaſon for ſo doing, and they 
anſwering that he had given them none, he order'd a 


| horſe to be bre ught to him preſently, which he mount- 


ed, and rid to Aladdin's palace, with ſome few atten- 
dants on foot by his fide. When he came there, he 


alighted at the ſtair-Ccaie, which led up to the hall, and 


went directly up to it; but it happened that at that very 


juncture Aladdin was opportunely there, and had Juſt 
ume to receive him at the door. | 


The 


; ENTERTAINMENTS. £3 9 
7 The ſultan, without giving Aladdin time to complai®? 5108 
i obligingly of his not giving him notice, that he migh*® FR 
have acquitted himſelf with the more duty and reſpect. ü 
ſaid to him, Son, I come myſelf to know the reaſon 4:48 
why you would leave ſo noble and magnificent aa hall 22 
as this is, imperfect and unfiniſh'd. 4,08 
Aladdin diſguiſed the true reaſon, which was, that +8 
the ſultan was not rich enough in jewels to be at fo great 1 
an expence, but {aid, Indeed your majeſty faw this hall 8 
4 _ unfiniſhed, but I beg of you now to ſee if any thing is 115 
53 wanting. | 3 
- The ſultan went directly to the window which was Wh 
| leſt imperfect, and when he found it hke the reit, he 9 
fanſied that he was miſtaken, and examined the two 7 
windows on each fide, and afterwards all the four and 1 
twenty; and when he was convinced that the window, 1 * 
which ſeveral workmen had been fo long about, was fi- 1 
niſhed in ſo ſhort a time, he embraced Aladin, and 17 
kiſs'd him between his eyes, ſaying to him, Certainly 1 
you are the moſt ſurpriſing of all men, to do things 175 
thus in the twinkling of an eye: There's not your fel- 65 
low in the world; the more I know you, the more J ad- 18 
mire you. | if 
Aladdin received theſe praiſes of the ſaltan's with a 19 
great deal of modeſty, and reply'd in theſe words, Sir, 
it is a great honour to me to de{erve your majeſty's good- 1 
will and approbation, and J aſſure you, I ſhall ſtudy to — 
deſerve them more. | | - #30 
The ſultan return'd to his palace, but would not let BED 
Aladdin go back with him, When he came there, he 110 
found his grand viſier waiting for him, to whom he re- bo 
lated the wonder he had been a witneſs of, with the 1 
utmoſt admiration; and in ſuch terms, as leit that 15 
miniſter no room to doubt but that the fact was as the 1 
ſultan related it; tho? he was the more con firm'd in his iF 
bel-ef, that Aladdin's palace was the effect of enchant- 'P 
ment, as he told the ſultan the firit moment he {aw that [290 
palace, and was going to repeat the fame thing againg 1 
1 but the ſujtan interrupted him, and ſaid, you told me 1 
F ſo once before; I ſee, viſier, you have not forgot your 
4 ſon's marriage to my daughter. The grand viſier plain- 
5 ly ſaw how much the ſultan was prepoſſeſo'd, and there- 
| C3 fore, 
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fore, to avoid any diſpute, let him remain in his c OWN 
opinion. The ſultan, as certain as he roſe in a morning, 


went into his cloſet, to look at Aladdin's palace, and 


would go often in aday to contemplate and admire 
It. 


His palace, but took care to ſhew himſelf once or twice 
a week in the town, by going ſometimes to one moſque, 
and {ſometimes to another, to praycrs, or going to pay 
the grand viſier a viſit, who affected to make great court 
to him on certain days, on which he did the principal 
lords of the court the honour to regale them at his palace. 


Every time he ſtirred out, he cauſed two flaves, who 
walked by his ſides, to throw handfuls of money among 


the people as he paſſed through the ſtreets, which were 


generally at that time crouded, Beſides, no one came 
to his palace-gates, to beg alms, but were ſenſible of his 
liberality. 


Not a week paſt, but Aladdin went either once or 


twice a hunting, tometimes near the town, and ſome- 


times farther off; at which time the villages through 
which he paſs'd felt the effects of his gencrofity, which 


gain'd him ſo much the love and blefiing of the people, 
that it was common for them to ſwear by his head. In 
ſhort, without giving the ſultan, to whom he paid ail 


imaginable reſpect, the leaſt ambrage, it might be ſaid, 


that Aladdin, by his affable behaviour and liberality, 


had got the affections of the people, and was more be- 


loved than the ſultan himſelf. With all theſe good 


qualities he ſhewed a great courage, and a commenda- 
ble zeal for the public good, of both which he gave 
ſufficient proofs in a revolt on the borders of that king- 


dom: for he no ſooner underſtood that the ſultan was 
 levying an army to diſperſe the rebels, but he begg'd 
the command of it, which he found no difficulty to 


obtain. As ſoon as he got to the army, he marched the 


troops againſt the rebels, and was ſo quick in that expe- 


dition, that the ſultan heard of the rebels defeat before 
he had received an account of his arrival in the army. 


And though this action rendered his name famous 


tkroughout the kingdom, it never puffed up his heart 
with 


1 


All this time Aladdin did not confine himſelf * 
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with pride and vanity, but he was as affable after re- 
turning victor as before. 5 
Aladdin had lived and behaved himſelf after this 
manner ſeveral years, when the African magician, who 
undeſignedly had been the inflrument of raiſing him 
to ſo high a pitch of fortune, bethought himſelf of him 


in Africa, whither after his expedition he returned, 


And tho' he was almoſt perſuaded that Aladdin died 


miſerably in the ſubterraneous abode-where he leſt him, 


yet he had the curioſity to know his end certainly; 
and as he was a great necromancer, he took out of a 
cupboard a ſquare box, which he made ute of in his 
necromantick obſervations, then ſat himſelf dewn on 
his ſofa, and ſet it before him. After he had prepared 
and levelled the ſand which was in it, with au intention 
to diicover whether or no Aladdin died in the fubter- 
rancous abode, he caſt figures, and formed a horoicope, 
by which, when he came to examine it, he found that 
Aladdin had eſcaped out of the cave, lived ſplendidly, 


was r ch, had married a princels, and was very much 


honoured and reſpected. 


The magician no ſooner underſtood by the rules of 
his diabolical art, that Aladdin had arrived to that 


height of good fortune, but a colour came into his face, 


and he cried out in a rage, this poor ſorry taylor's ſon 
has diſcovered the ſecret and virtue of the lamp! I be- 
lieved his death to be certain ; but find too plainly he 
enjoys the fruit of my labour and ſtudy! But I'll prevent 

is enjoying it long, or periſh in the attempt. He was 


not a great while deliberating on what he ſhould do, 
but the next morning ſet forwards, and never ſtopt, but 


Juſt to refreſh himſelf, till he arrived at the capital of 
China, and took a lodging in a khan, and flaid there 


the remainder of the day and the night, to refreſh him- 
ſelf aſter ſo long a Journey. f OS, | 


4 


The next day the firſt thing the magician did was to 
enquire what people ſaid of Aladdin; and taking a 
walk for that end thro' the town, he went to the moſt 


publick and frequented places, where people of the beſt 


diſtinction met to drink a certain warm liquor, which 
he had drank often when he was there before, As 
ſoon as he fat down, he was preſented with a glaſe, 
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which he took, but liſten'd at the ſame time to the diſ- 
courſe of the company, who were talking of Aladdin's 
palace. When he had drank off his glaſs, he joined 
them, and taking this opportunity, aſked them particu- 
laily what palace that was they ſpoke fo advantageouſly: 
of. From whence come you ? ſaid the perſon to whom 
he addreſſed himſelf; you muſt certainly be a ftranger, 
not to have ſeen or heard talk of prince Aladdin's pa- 
lace (for he was called fo aſter his marriage with the 
princeſs Badroulboudour.) I don't ſay, continued the 
gentleman, that it is one of the wonders of the world, 

dut the only wonder of the world ; ſince there 1s no- 
thing ſo grand, rich, and magnificent : : Certainly you 
mult have come a great way off, not to have heard of 
it, for it is the greateſt ſubject of converſation in this 
part of the world. Go and ſee, and then judge whe- 
ther or no I have told you the truth, Forgive my 
ignorance, ſir, replied the African magician, J arrived 
here but yeſterday, and came from the fartheſt part of 
Africa, where the fame of this palace had not reached 


hen | came away, For the affair which brought me 


| hither was ſo urgent, that I made no flay in any place 

to be informed of news. But I won't Pa to go and 
ſee it; and my impatience is ſo great, PII go immediate- 
Iy and ſatisfy my curioſity, if you will co me the favour 
to ſhew me the way thither. 


The perſon to whom the African magician addreſſed 
- himſelf, ſeeming to take a pleaſure in ſhewing him the 


way to Aladdin's palace, got up and went thither in- 
ſtantly. When he came to the palace, and had examined 
it on all ſides, he made no diſpute but that Aladdin 
had made uſe of the lamp to build it; and knew that 


none but the genies, the ſlaves of the lamp, the attaining. 


of which he had miſſed, could have performed {uch won - 
ders; and, piqued to the quick at Aladdin's grandeur, 
returned to the khan where he lodged. 


The next thing he had to do, was to know where 


the lamp was, it Aladdin carried it about with him, 
or where he kept it; and this he was to diſcover by 
his art of necromancy. As ſoon as he entered his lodg- 
Ing, he took his ſquare box of ſand, which he always 


carried * with him when he travelled, and be 
8 
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he had performed ſome cperations, he knew that the 
lamp was in Aladdin's palace, and conceived an inexprei- 
ſible joy at the diſcovery. Well, ſaid he, I ſhall have 
the lamp, and I defy Aladdin's preventing it, and his 
falling to his original meanneſs, from which he has 


taken ſo high a flight. 


It was Aladdin's misfortune at that time, to be gone 
a hunting for eight days, which the magician came to 
know by this means: After he had performed this ope- 
ration, which gave him ſo much joy, he went to the 


maſter of the khan, entered into a di{courſe with him 


on indifferent matters, and among the reit, told bim, 
he had been to ſee Aladdin's palace; and after exag- 


gerating on what was the moſt ſurprifſing, and meſt 


admired by the world, he added, but my curiohty leads 


me tarther, and I fhall not be eaſy till | have teen the 


perſon to whom this wonderful edifice belongs. That 
will be no difficult matter, replied the maker of the 


khan, there's not a day paſſes but he wiil give you the op- 


portunity, but now he 1s not at home, but has been gone 
theſe three days on a hunting match, which will laſt 


his leave of the maſter ef the khan, and returning to 


his own chamber, laid to himſelf, this is an opportunity 


I ought by no means to let flip, but will make the beſt 


ule of it. To that end, he went to a maker and ſeller 


of lamps, and aſked for a dozen of copper lamps: The 


maſter of the ſhop told him he had not io many by him, 


but if he would bave patience till the next day, he would 
get him ſo many againſt what time he had a mind to have 


them. The magician appointed his time, and bid him 


take care that they ſhould be handſome and well po- 
liſhed. : FT | | ns OS 


The next day the magician went for the twelve lamps, 


baſket which he brought on purpoie wi 


paid the man his full price for them, Wy them into a 
t 


him, bung the 


baſket on his arm, and went directly with it to Aladdin's 


palace; and when he came near it, cry'd, Whe*ll 
change old lamps for new ones ? But as he went along, 
he gathered a crwd of chilcren and apprentice-boys 
about him, Who thought bim, as indeed a great many 
| C5 palung, 


The magician wanted to know no more; he took. 
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58 ARABIAN NIOC HTS 
paſſing by did, mad, or a fool, to change new lamps 
tor old ones, and therefore hallooed at him. 

The Afitcan magician never minded all their ſcoffs 
and hallooings, or all they could ſay to him, but ſtill 
cry'd, Who'll change old lamps for new ones? Which 
he repeated ſo often about the princeſs Badroulbou- 
dour's palace, that that princeſs, who was then in the 
hall with the four and twenty windows, hearing a man 
cry ſomething, and not being able to diſtinguiſh his 
words, by reaſon of the hallooing of the mob about 
him, ſent one of her women ſlaves down to know what 
he cried; 

The flave was not wog before ſhe returned, and ran 
into the hall, laughing ſo heartily, that the princeſs 
could not forbear herſelf, Well, giggler, ſaid the prin- 
ceſs, will you tell me what you laugh at? Alas! madam, 
anſwered the ſlave, langhing fill, who can forbear 
laughing, to ſce a fool with a Laſker on his arm, full of 
fine new lamps, aſk to change them for old ones; which 
makes the children and mob make ſuch a noiſe about 
him. 

Another woman-ſlave hearing this, ſ. id, Now you 
ſpeak of lamps, I know not whether the princeſs may 
have obſerved it, but there's an eld one upon the cor- 
niſh, and u hocver owns it, he will 28 be ſorry to 
find a new one in its ſtead. If the princc{: has a mind, 
ſhe may nave the leaſure to try if this foo! is fo filly 
as to give a New lamp lor an old one, without having 
any thing for the exchange, 

Now the lamp this llave mentioned, happened to bc 
Aladdin's wendertl lamp, which he for tear of loſing, 
had laid upon the corriſh before he went a hunting ; 
which precaution he h.d made uſe of teveral times be: 
fore; but neither the princeſs, their ſlaves or cunuchs, 
had ever taken notice of it. At all other times but 
hunting, he car. ied it about him, and then indeed he 
might have locke! it up; but ocher pe. ple have been 
_ guilty of as great overlights, 

I be princeis Badzro! boudour, who Ene not the value 
of this lamp, aud the intereſt that Aladdin, not to men- 
tion her own, had to keep it, entered icon into the plea- 
ſantry, and bid an eunuch take it, aud go and make 
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the exchange. The eunuch obeyed, went out of the 
hall, and no ſooner got to the palace-gates, but he ſaw 
the African magician, called to him, and ſhewing him 
the old lamp, ſaid to him, Give me a new lamp tor 
„ 
The magician never diſputed but this was the lamp 
he wanted, ſince he had been informed that there were 
no ſuch atenſils in the palace, but what were eithet 
gold or filver. He fnatch'd it preſently, and thruſting 
it as far as he could into his breaſt; offered him his 
baſket, and bid him chuſe which he liked beſt. The 
ennuch picked out one, and carried it to the princef; 
Badroulboudour; but the exchange was no ſooner made, 
but there was ſuch a halloo, that the palace lung again; 
ſach a ridicule the children made of him. 

The African magician gave every body leave to laugh 
as much as they pleaſed ; but ſtaid not long about Alad- 
din's palace, but made the beſt of his way, without cry- 


ing any longer, New lamps for old ones; and by Eis 


filence got rid of the children and mob. 

As ſoon as he got out of the ſpace between the two 
palaces, he ſkulk'd down thoſe {ſtreets which were the 
lealt frequented ; and having no more occaſion for his 
lamps or baſket, ſet it down in the midit of the firect, 


when no body ſaw him; then ſcouring down another 


ſtreet or two, he walked till he came to one of the city 
gates, and then purſuing his way through the ſuburbs, 


| where he bought ſome proviſions, he got into the fields, 


and turned into a road, Which led to a lonely remote 


place, where he topped for a time to execute what he 


came about, never regretting h1s horſe, Which he left at. 
the khan. 


In this place the African magician paſſed the remain- 
der of the day, 'till it was d ark night, when he pulled 
the lamp out of his breaſt, and rubb d it. Upon that 


ſummons the genie appeared, and laid, What would'it 


thou have? I am ready to obey thee as iny ſlave, and 
the ſlave of all thoſe who have the lamp in their hands 


both I ard the other flaves of the lamp. command 


thee, replied the magiclan, to t. ulport me immediately 


and the palace which chou and the other ſlaves. of the 


C0 25 lamp 
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lamp have built in this town, ſuch as it is, and with all 
the people in it, to ſuch a place in Afiica. The genie 
made no reply, but with the aſſiſtance of the other ge- 
nies, the ſlaves of the lamp, tranſported him and the 


palace entire, immediately to the place he appointed in 
Africa ; where we will leave the magician, palace, and 


the princeſs Badroulboudour, to ſpeak of the ſurpriſe of 


the ſultan. 

As ſoon as the ſultan roſe the next morning, according 
to cuſtom, he went into his cloſet, to have the pleaſure 
of contemplating and admiring Aladdin's palace : But 
when he fifſt looked that way, and ſaw an empty ſpace 
inſtead of a palace, he thought at firſt he was miſtaken, 
and rubbed his eyes; but when he looked again, and 
ſaw nothing of a palace any more the ſecond time than 
the ficit, his amazement was ſo great that he ſtood for 
ſome time muſing with himſelf, and reflecting how fo 
large a palace as Aladdin's which he ſaw plainly every 
day, and the night before, ſhould vaniſh fo ſoon and 
not leave the leaſt remains behind. Certainly, ſaid he 
to himielf, I am not mifluken ; it ſtood there: if it had 
tumbled Jaws, the materials would have lain in heaps ; 
and if ſwallowed up in an earthquake, there would be 


ſome mark left. However, thcugh he was convinced 


that no palace Rood there, he could not help ſtaying there 
ſome time, to ſee whether or no he might not be miſ- 


taken. At laſt be retired to his apartment, not with- 


out looking behind him, and ordered the grand viſier to 
be fetched in all haſte, and in the mean time ſat down, 
but agitated by ſo many different choughts, chat he knew 
not wnat to reſolve on. 


The grand vitier did not make the fultan wait long 


for him, but cane in with ſo much precipitation, that 
neithe he nor his attendants, as they paſſed by, miſſed 
Aladain's palace; neither did the p:rters, when they 
open'd the palace gates, obicrve any alteration, 

When he came into the ſultan's preſence, he ſaid to 


him, Sir, the hurry your majeſty ſent for me in, makes 


me believe {omething extraordinary has happened, ſince 


you know this is council-day, and I ſhall not fail attend- | 


ing you there very ſoon. Indeed, ſaid the ſultan, it 


15 ſomething very extraordinary, as you lay, and you 


will 
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will allow it to be fo : Tell me what's become of Alad- 
din's palace? Aladdin's palace, reply'd the grand viſier 
in a great amazement, [I think, as I paſs'd by it, it ſtood 
in its uſual place; ſuch vaſt buildings are not eaſily 
removed. Go into my clolet, ſaid the fultan, and tell 
me if you can ſee it. 5 

The grand viſier went into the cloſet, where he was 
ſtruck with no leſs amazement than the ſultan had been. 
When he was well aſſured that there was not the leaſt 
appearance, he returned to the ſultan. Well viſier, 
{aid he, have you ſeen Aladdin's palace? Sir, ankwer'd 
the viſier, your majeſty may remember, that I had the 
honour to tell you, that that palace, which was the 
ſubject of your admiration, with all its immenſe riches, 
was only the work of magick, and a magician ; but your 
majeſty then would not give the leaſt attention to what J 
ſaid. 

'The ſultan, who could not diſown what the grand 
viiier had repreſented to him, for that reaſon flew into 
the greater paſſion, Where is that impoſtor, that wicked 
wretch, ſaid he, that I may have his head cut off imme- 
diately ? Sir, replied the grand viſier, it is ſome days 
ſince he came to take his leave of your majeſty; he 
ought to be ſent to, to know what's become of his palace, 
ſince he cannot be ignorant of what has been tranſacted. 
That 1s too great an indulgence, replied the ſultan ; go 
and order a detachment of thirty horſe, to bring him 
loaded with chains. The grand viſier went and gave or- 
ders for a detachment of thirty horie, and inſtructed the 


_ ofticer that commanded them how he might take Alad- 
din. The detachment purſued their orders, and about 
ſix leagues from the town met him, returning from 


hunting. The officer went up to him, and told him that 


che ſultan was ſo impatient to ſee him, that he had ſent 


them to accompany him home. 

Aladdin had not the leaſt ſuſpicion of the true reaſon 
of their meeting him, but purſued his way; but when 
he came within half a league of the city, the detach- 
ment {urrounded him, and the officer addreſſed him- 


ſelf, and ſaid to him, Prince Aladdin, it is with great 


regret that I declare to yuu the ſultan's order t arreſt 
you, and to carry you before him as a criminal: I beg 
| of 
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of you not to take it ill that I acquit myſelf of my duty, 
and to forgive me. | EF 
Aladdin, who thought himſelf innocent, was very much 
ſurpriſed at this declaration, and aſked the officer if he 
knew what crime he was accuſed of, who repiied he 
did not. 'Then Aladdin finding that his retinue was 
much inferior to this detachment, alighted off his horſe, 
and ſaid to the officer, execute your orders, though I 
don't know any crime I have committed againſt the 
ſultan's perſon or government. A large long chain was 
immadiately put about his neck, and faſtened round his 
body, ſo that both his arms were pinioned down; then 
the officer put himſelf at the head of the detachment, 
and one of the troopers taking hold of the end of the 
chain, obliged Aladdin to follow him a- foot into the 
town. | 
When this detachment entered the ſuburb, the people, 
who ſaw Aladdin thus led as a criminal], never diſputed 
but that his head was to be cut off: and, as he was 
generally beloved, ſome took ſabres, and other arms 
and thoſe who had none gathered iftoncs, and followed 
the detachment, The lait five of the detachment faced 
about to diſperſe them; but their numbers preſently 
| Increaſed fo much, that the detackment began to think 
that it would be well if they could get into the ſultan's 


palace before Aladdin was reſcu'd ; to prevent Which, 
as the ftreets were large, they extended themſelves as 


far as poſhble. In this manner they arrived at the 
palace, and there drew up in a line, and faced about 
till their officer and troopers that led Aladdin had got 
within the gates. 
Aladdin was carried before the ſultan, who waited for 
him, attended by the grand viſier in a balcory ; and as 
ſoon as he ſaw him, he ordered the executioner, who 
waited there on purpoſe, to cut off his head, without 
hearing him, or giving him leave to clear himſelf. 


As ſoon as the executioner had taken off the chain 


that was faſtened about Aladdin's neck and body, and 
laid down a ſkin ſtained with the blood of the many 


criminals he had executed, le made Aladdin kncel. 


down, and tied a bandage over hi, eyes. Then draw 
ang his ſabre, he flouriſhed it three or four times in 
| 85 8 8 che 
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tte air, waiting for the ſultan's giving the ſignal to ſe- 
1 parate his head from his body. 
At that inſtant the grand viſier perceiving that the 
populace lad forced the guard of horſe, and crowded 

: the great {quaie before the palace, and were icaling 
S the walls in ſeveral places, he ſaid to the ſultan, before 
be i gave the ſignal, I beg of your majeſty to conſider 
what you ate going to do, ſince you will hazard your 
palace's being forced ; and who knows what fatal con- 
ſequence may attend it? My palace forced! reply'd the 
ſultan, who can have that boldneſs? Sir, anſwered the 
grand viſier, if your majeſty caſts but your eyes towards 
the great ſquare, and on the palace walls, you will know 
what 1 mean. | 

The ſultan was fo frightened when he ſaw ſo great a 
mob, and perceiving how enraged they were, that he or- 
dered the executioner to put up his ſabre immediately in 
the ſcabbard, and to unbind Aladdin: and at the ſame 
time bid the chaoux declare to the people that the ſul- 
tan had pardoned him. | | | 

Then all thoſe who had already got upon the walls, 
and were witneſſes of what had paſſed, abandoned their 
poſts, and got down, and overjoyed that they had ſaved 
the life of a man whom they loved dearly, publiſhed the 
news among the reſt, which was. preſently confirmed 
by the chaoux, which ſoon diſarmed the populace of 
their rage; the tumult was ſoon abated, and the mob 
eporien. vðùʃ. 5 oh, 
When Aladdin found himſelf at liberty, he turned to- 
wards the balcony, and perceiving the ſultan, raiſed 
his voice, and ſaid to him in a moving manner, I beg of 
your majeſty to add one favour more to that which I 
have already received, which is, to let me know my 
crime? Thy crime! antwered the ſultan, perfidious 
wretch, doſt thou not know it? Come up hither, and 
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1 will ſhew it thee. Tee 5 15 

Aladdin went up to the ſultan, who, after he had 
paid his obedience, ſaid to him, Follow me; and then 
led him into his cloſet. hes he came to the door, 
he laid to him, "I hou ought it to know whereabouts 
thy palace ſtood; look and tell me what's become of 


it? 5 
Aladdin 
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Aladdin ſtaring about him, perceived very well the 


ſpot of ground his palace ſtood on; but not being able 


to divine how it ſhould diſappear, he was in ſo great a 
confuſion and amazement, that he could not return one 
word of anſwer. 8 

The ſultan growing impatient, ſaid to him again, 
Where is thy palace, and what's become of my daugh- 
ter? Then Aladdin breaking filence, ſaid to him, Sir, 
I ſee very well, and own that the palace which I have 
built is not in the ſame place where it was, but that it 
1s vaniſhed ; neither can I tell your majeſty where it 
may be, but can aſſure you I have no hand in it. 

I am not ſo much concern'd about thy palace, reply'd 
the ſultan, I value my daughter a thouſand times before 
it, and would have thee find her out, otherwiſe I will 
cauſe thy head to be ſtruck off, and no conſideration ſhall 
prevent it. ns Wy | 

I beg of your majeſty, anſwered Aladdin, to grant 


me forty days to make my enquiries in; and if in that 


time I have not the ſucceſs I with for, I will come 
again, and offer my head at the foot of your throne, 
and you may diſpoſe of. it at your pleaſure, 1 give 
you the forty days you aſk for, ſaid the ſultan ; but 
don't think to abuſe the favour I ſhew you, by think- 


ing to eicape my reſentment; for I ſhall find ways 
to come at you, in whatſoever part of the world you 


£0 to. 1 
, Aladdin went out of the ſultan's preſence with great 
humiliation, and ſeemed worthy of pity. He croſſed 
the courts of the palace, hanging down his head, and 
was in ſo great confuſion he durſt not lift up his eyes. 
The principal officers of the court, Who had all pro- 
feſſed themſelves his friends, and whom he had never 
diſobliged, turned their backs on him, inſtead of going 
up to him to comfort him, and offer him a place of 
retreat, which if they had done, he was ſo much diſ— 
tracted in his thoughts, he would not have known 
them; fince he knew not himſelf, but had quite loi 


his ſenſes, as it appeared by aſking every body he met 


if they Lad ſeen his palace, or could tell him any news 
of it. 
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Theſe queſtions made every body believe that Aladdin 
was mad ; ſome laughed at him, but people of ſenſe and 
humanity, particularly thoſe he had dealt withal, and he 
had contracted ſome friendſhip with, really pitied ham, 
For three days he rambled about the town aſter this 


manner, without coming to any reſolution, or eating 


any thing but what ſome good people forced him to out 
of charity. 


At laſt, when he was tired with wandering about the 


city in this manner, he ſtroll'd into the country; and 
after he had travers'd ſeveral fields in a frightful uncer- 
tainty, at the cloſe of the night he came to a river's ſide: 
There, poſſeſſed by his deſpair, he ſaid to himſelf; where 
ſhall I ſeek my palace? In what province, country, or 
part of the world, ſhall I find that, and my dear prin- 
ceſs, whom the ſultan expects from me? I ſhall never 


ſacceed ; I had better free myſelf at once from jo many 
fatigues, and ſuch bitter griefs ; and then was juſt go- 
ing to throw himſelf into the river, but, as a gocd 


muſſelman, he thought firſt to ſay his prayers ; and go- 


ing to prepare himſelf, he went firit to the river-fide to 


waſh his hands and face, according to the cuſtom, But 
that place being ſteep and ſlippery, by reaſon of the wa- 


ter's beating againſt it, he ſlides down, and had certain- 
ly fallen into the river, but for a little rock, which flood. 


about two foot out of the earth: Beſides, it was his 
happineſs, that he ftill had the ring which the African 
magician put on his finger before he went down into the 
ſubterraneous abode to fetch the lamp; for by his fallin 

down the bank, he rubbed the ring ſo hard by holding 
on the rock, that immediately the fame genie appeared 
which he {aw in the cave where the magician left him. 
What would'ſt thou have, ſaid the genie? I am ready 
to obey thee as thy ſlave, and the ſlave of all thoſe that 


have that ring on their finger; both I and the other ſlaves | 


of the ring, | | 

Aladdin, agreeably ſurpriſed at an apparition he fo 
little expected in the deſpair he was in, reply'd, Save 
my life, genie, a ſecond time, either by ſhewing me to 


the place where the palace I have cauſed to be built 
now ftands, or immediately tranſport it back where it 


arlt ſtood, That which you command me, anſwered 
the 


| 
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the genie, is not in my power; I am only the ſlave of 
the ring, you muſt addreſs yourſelf to the ſlave of the 
lamp. If it be fo, replied Aladdin, I command thee, 
by the power of the ring, to tranſport me to the place 
where my palace ſtands, in what part of the world 
ſoever it is, and ſet me down under the princeſs Bad- 
roulboudour's window, Theſe words were no ſooner 
out of his mouth, but the genie tranſported him into 
the midſt of a large meadow in Africa, a ſmall diſtance 
from a large city, where his palace ftood, and fet him 
exactly under the window of the princeſs's apartment, 
> ms then left him: All this he did almoſt in an 1n- 
ant. 5 | 5 

Aladdin, notwithſtanding the darkneſs of the night, 
knew his palace again very well, and the princeſs 
Badroulboudour's apatment; but as the night was 
pretty far advanced, and all was quiet in the palace, 
he retired ſome diſtance off, and ſat down at the root of 
a large tree: There, full of hopes, and reflecting on 
his happineſs, which he attributed to pure chance, he 
found himſelf in a much more peaceable ſituation than 
when he was arreſted, and carried before the ſultan, 


and in danger of loſing his life. He amuſed himſelf 


for ſome time with thoſe agreeable thoughts ; but not 
having ſlept for five or ſix days, he was not able to 
reſiſt the drowſineſs which came upon him, but tell fait 
aſleep, eh 

'The next morning, as ſoon as day appeared, Aladdin 
was agreeably waken'd not only by the ſinging cf the 
birds which had rooſted in the tree under which he had 
paſſed the night, but all thoſe which had perch'd in 
the trees of the palace garden. When he caſt his eyes 
on that wonderful edifice, he conceived an inexpreſſible 
Joy to think he ſhould ſoon be maſter of it again, and 


once more poſſeſs his dear princeſs Badroulboudour. 
Pleaſed with theſe hopes, he immediately got up, and 


went to the princeſs's apartment, and walked under her 
window in expectation of her riſing, that he might ſee 
her. During chis expectation, he began to conſider 
with himſelf from whence the cauſe of his misfortune 
proceeded ; and after he had well reflected on the mat- 
ter, he never doubted but that it was owing to Os 
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ENTERTAINMENTS. 67 
his lamp behind him : upon which he accuſed himſelf 
of ans. a and the little care he took of it, to let 
it be a moment out of his fight, But what puzzled him 
moſt was, he could not imagine who had been fo jealous 
of his happineſs; but would ſoon have gueſs'd, if he 
had then known that both he and his palace were in 
Africa, the very name of which would ſoon have made 
him remember the magician his declared enemy; but 
the genie, the ſlave of the ring, had not made the leaſt 
mention of the name of the place. | 
3 The princeſs Badroulboudour roſe earlier that morn- 
ing than ever ſhe had done ſince her tranſportation into 
Africa by the African magician, whoſe preſence ſhe was 
forced to ſupport once a day, becauſe he was maſter of 
the palace, though at the ſame time ſhe always treated 
him cruelly; and as ſhe was dreſſing, one of the women 
Icking through the window perceiv'd Aladdin, and 
- preſently ran and told her miſtreſs. The princeſs, who 
2 could not believe the news, went that moment herleif 
> tothe window, and ſeeing Aladdin, immediately open'd 
it. Ihe noiſe the princeſs made in opening the win= 
dow, made Aladdin turn his head that way, Who, per- 
cciving the princeſs, ſaluted her with an air that ex- 
preſs'd his joy; who, to loſe no time, ſaid to him, I 
have ſent to have the back-door open'd for you, and 
then ſhut the window. 5 | 
The back-door, which was juſt under the princeſs's 
apartment, was ſoon open'd, and Aladdin was conduct- 
ed into the princets's chamber. It is unpoſflible to ex- 
preſs the joy of thoſe lovers to ſee each other, after a 
ſeparation which they both thought was for ever, They 
embraced ſeveral times, and ſhewed all the marks of a 
lincere love and tenderneſs. After theſe embracings, 
and ſhedding ſome tears of joy, they ſat down, and Alad- 
din aſſuming the diſcourſe, ſaid, I beg of you, princeſs, | 
in God's name, before we talk of any thing elle, to tell 
me, both for your own intereſt, the jultan your father's 
and my own, what is become of an old limp which I 
leſt upon the corniſh, in the hall of the four and twenty 
Windows, befoie I went to the hunting match. 
Alas! dear huſband, anſwer'd the princeſs, I am 
a;raid that our misfortune is owing to that lamp; and 
1 that 
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chat which grieves me moſt is, that I have been the 
». Cauſe of it. Princels, reply'd Aladdin, don't blame 
8 ſince it was entirely my fault, and I ought to 
ave taken more care of it: But let us now think of 
repairing that neglect, and tell me nn has happen'd, 
and into whoſe hands it has fell. 

'Then the princeſs Badroulboudour gave Aladdin an 
account how ſhe chang'd the old lamp for a new one, 
which ſhe ordered to be fetched, that he might ſee it, 
and how the next morning ſhe found herſelf in an un. 
known country, which was the ſame he and ſhe were 
then in, which ſhe was told was Africa, by the traitor, 
who had tranſported her hither by his magic art. 

Princeſs, ſaid Aladdin, interrupting her, you hare 
informed me who the traitor 1s, by telling me we are in 
Africa. He is the moſt perfidious of all men; but this } 
is neither a time nor place to give you a full account I 
of his villainies. I defire you only to tell me what he | 

has done with the lamp, and where he has put it? He 
carries 1t carefully wrapt up in his boſom, ſaid the 
rinceſs; and this I can aſſure you, becaule he pulled 

it out before me, and ſhew'd it to me. 
Princeſs, ſaid Aladdin, don't be diſpleaſed that J 
trouble you with ſo many queſtions, ſince they are equally 
important both to you and me. But to come to what 
moſt particularly concerns me: Tell me, I conjure you, 
how ſo wicked and perfidious a man treats you? Since 
I have been here, reply'd the princess, he comes once 
every day to fee me; and I am perſuaded the little 1a- 
tisfaction he receives from his viſits, makes him come 
no oftener. All his diſcourſe tends to perſuade me © 
break that faith I have pledged to you, and to take hu 
for an huſband ; giving me to underſtand, I ought not 
to entertain any hopes of ever ſeeing you again, fer 
that you were dead, and had had your head {truck of 
by the ſultan my father's order. He added, that you 
was an ungrateful wretch, that your good fortune was 
-owing to him, and a great many other things of that 
nature; but as he receiv'd no other anſwer from me, 
but grievous complaints and tears, he was always forced 
to retire without the ſatisfaction he deſired. I dont 
doubt but his intention 15 to allow me ſome time to wk * 
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quiſh my grief, in hopes afterwards that I may change 


U 
5 
2 
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my ſentiments; and if I perſevere in an obſtinate refu- 


ſal, to uſe violence. But my dear ſpouſe's preſence 
removes all my diſquiets. | 
L have a greater confidence, reply'd Aladdin, ſince 


thought of the means to deliver you from both your 
enemy and mine; to execute which defign, it is ne- 
ceſſary for me to go to that town. I ſhall return by 
noon, and then will communicate my project to you 


that you may not be ſurpriſed, I think it proper to ac- 
© quaint you, that I ſhall change my apparel, and beg of 
you to give orders that I may not wait long at the back- 
door, but that it may be open'd at the firſt knock: all 
© which the princeſs promiſed to obſerve. „ 

When Aladdin was got out of the palace, he look'd 
about him on all ſides, and perceiving a country fellow 
before him, who ſeem'd not advancing towards, but 
going from the palace, he made all imaginable haſte 
after him; and when he had overtaken him, made a 


- propoſal to him to change cloaths, which the fellow 


agreed to; and accordingly they went behind a hedge, 
and there made the exchange. Afterwards the country- 
man went about his buſineis, and Aladdin to the town, 
= where traverſing ſeveral ſtreets, he arrived in that part 


Among which, he found out that of the druggiſts; and 


- 'The druggiſt looking upon Aladdin by his habit to 
be very poor, and that he had not money enough to pay 


for it, told him he had it, but that it was very dear; 


upon which Aladdin penetrating into his thoughts, 
pull'd out his purſe, and ſhewing him {ome gold, aſk'd 


| for half a drachm, which the druggiſt weigh'd, and wrapt 


up in a piece of paper, and gave him, telling him the 
Price was a piece of gold. Aladdin laid him down his 


get a little refreſhment, return'd to the palace, where 
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my princeſs's fears are remov'd, and I believe I have 


and tell you what muſt be done to ſucceed in it. But 


of the town where all ſorts of merchants and artizans 
had their particular ſtreets, according to their trades : 


going into one of the largeſt ſhops, aſk'd the druggiſt 
| if he had a certain powder which he named. 


oney, and ſtaying no longer in the town but juſt to 


he waited not long at the back door. When he came 
1 LE bes ah into 
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into the 1 apartment, he ſaid to her, Princeſs, it 


may be the averſion you have for your raviſher may not 
render what Iam going to propoſe to you very agreeable; 
but give me leave to tell you, it is proper that you 
ſhould at this juncture diſſemble a little, and conſtrain 


your inclinations, if you would deliver yourſelf from 


him, and give my lord the ſultan your father the 
ſatisfaction of ſeeing you again. 

If you will take my advice, continued he, dreſs your- 
ſelf this moment in one of your richeſt habits, and 
when the African magician comes, receive him with an 
affable and open countenance, that he may imagine 
time may wear off your grief. In your converſation, 
let him underſtand that you ſtrive to forget me; and that 
he may be the more fully convinc'd of your ſincerity, 
invite him to ſup with you, and ſeem to have a mind to 
taſte of ſome of the beſt wines of this country. There 
is no doubt but he will be ready to fetch you ſome ; 
During his abſence, put into one of the cups this pow- 
der, and charge the ſlave you deſign that night to attend 


you, upon a ſignal you ſhall agree upon with her, to 


bring that cup to you. When the magician and you 
have cat and drank as much as you care for, give her 
the ſignal, and change cups with him, which he will 
take as a great favour ; but no ſooner will have drank 


off the cup, but you will ſee him fall backwards. If 


you have any reluctance to drink out of his cup, you 
may pretend only to do it, without fear of being diſ- 
cover'd ; for the effect of the powder is ſo quick, that 
he will not have time enough to know whether you 
drink or not. 


1 own, anſwer'd the princeſs, I ſhall do myſelf a great 


violence in conſenting to make the magician ſuch ad- 
vances, but I ſee they are abſolutely neceſſary ; and 
What cannot one reſolve to do againſt a cruel enemy! 
Therefore I'll follow your advice, fince both our 
quiets depend on it. After the princeſs had thas agreed 
to the meaſures propoſed by Aladdin, he took his leave 
of her, and went and ſpent the reſt of the day about 
the palace till it was night, when he might ſafely 
approach the back door, F 
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'The princeſs Badroulboudour, who was not only in- 
conſolable to be ſeparated from her dear huſband, whom 
ſhe loved from the firſt moment, more out of inclination 
than duty, but alſo from the ſultan her father, who had 


always ſhew'd a tender and paternal love for her, had, 


ever ſince that cruel ſeparation, lived in great end 
of her perion. She had almoſt, as one may ſay, forgot 
the neatneis ſo agreeable to perſons of her ſex and qua- 
lity, after the fiiſt time of the magician's paying her a 


viſit, and that ſhe underſtood by ſome of the women, 


who knew him again, that it was he who received the 
old lamp in exchange for a new one, which notorious 
cheat render'd the fight of him more horrible. How- 
ever, the opportunity of taking the revenge he deſerved, 
and which offer'd ſooner than ſhe durſt hope for, made 
her reſolve to gratify Aladdin in his requeſt. For as 
ſoon as he was gone, ſhe ſat down at her toilet, and was 
dreſs'd by her women to the beſt advantage, in a moſt 
rich ſuit, and one the moſt agreeable to her deſign. Her 
girdle was of the fineſt and largeſt diamonds ſet in gold. 
which ſhe ſuited with a necklace of thirty pearls, all of 
the ſame ſize, but ſo large, and of fo beautiful a wa- 
ter, that the greateſt ſultaneſſes and queens would have 


been proud to have been adorned with only two of them. 


Her bracelets, which were diamonds and rubies inter- 
mix'd, anſwer'd admirably the richneſs of the girdle 
and necklace, _ | +. 


When the princeſs Badroulboudour was thus entirely 


dreſs'd, ſhe conſulted her glaſs and women upon her 


adjuſtment ; and when ſhe found ſhe wanted no charms 
to flatter the fooliſh paſſion of the African magician, 
the fat down on a ſofa, expecting his arrival. 


The magician came at the uſual hour, and as ſoon as 


he entered the great hall, where the princeſs waited to 
receive him, ſhe roſe up, and pointed with her hand to 
the moſt honourable place, flanding till he ſat down; 
which was a piece of civility ſhe had never ſhewn him 
betore, „ . | 

The magician, dazzled more with the luſtre of the 
princeſs's eyes than the glittering of the jewels with 


= which ſhe was adorn'd, was very much ſurpriſed. 
= Beſides, the majeſtick and graceful air wich which ſhe 
F receiv'd 
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72 ARABIAN NICHTS 
receiv'd him, ſo oppoſite to her former behaviour, quite 
confounded him. | 
When he was ſet down, the princeſs, to free him from 
his embarraſſment, broke filence firſt, and looking at 
him all the time in a manner as was ſufficient to make 
him believe that he was not ſo odious to her as ſhe had 
given him to underſtand before, ſaid to him, Without 
doubt you are very much amazed to find me ſo much 
alter'd to day from what I uſed to be ; but when I have 
acquainted you, that I am naturally of a merry diſpo- 
fition, not inclined to melancholy and grief, your ſur- 
priſe will not be ſo great, and that I always ftrive to 
divert my afflictions when there is no other remedy to 
be had. I have reflected on what you mentioned to 
me of Aladdin's fate, and know the ſultan my father's 
temper ſo well, that J am perſuaded with you, that 
Aladdin could not eſcape feeling the effects of his rage: 


therefore ſince my tears and complaints cannot recall 


him to life again, why ſhould I grieve ? For this rea- 


ſon, after I have done all that my love requires of me, 


I think I ought to endeavour to comfort myſelf. Theſe 


are the motives of the change you ſee in me; and to 


begin to caſt off all melancholy, and baniſh it entirely, 


I am a>" you will bear me company to- night, and 


partake of a ſupper I have order'd to be dreſs'd for us: 
But as I have no wine but what's of China, and have a 


great deſire to taſte of the product of Africa, I ſhall beg 


of you to get ſome of the beſt. 


'The African magician, who look'd upon the happi- 


"neſs of coming ſo ſoon and eaſily into the princeſs Bad- 


roulboudour's good graces as a thing impoſſible, could 
not think of words expreſſive enough to teſtify how 
ſenſible he was of her favours ; but to put an end the 
ſooner to a converſation which would have embarraſs'd 
him, if he had engaged farther into it, he turn'd it 


upon the wines of Africa, and ſaid, Of all the advan- 
tages Africk can boaſt of, that of producing the moſt 


excellent wines is the principal; at preſent 1 kave ſome 

of ſeven years old, which has never been broach'd ; and 

indeed not to praiſe it too much, it is the fineſt wine in 

the world. It my princeſs, added he, will give me 

leave, I'll go and fetch two bottles, and return again 
| ai ” | | quickly 
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quickly, I ſhould be forry to give you that trouble, 


reply'd the princeſs, you had better {end for them. It 
is neceſſary I ſhould go myſelf, anſwered the African 
magician ; fer no body but myſelf knows where the 
key of the cellar is laid, or has the ſecret to unlock the 
door. If it be fo, ſaid the princeſs, make haſte back 
again; for the ſooner you return, the leſs my impatience 
will be, and we ſhall fit down to ſupper. | 
The African magician, full of hopes of his expected 
happineſs, rather flew than any thing elſe, and return'd 
quickly with the wine. The princeſs, not doubting in 
the leaſt but he would make haſte, put the powder 
Aladdin pave her into the cup that was fet apart for 
that purpoſe. When they ſat down at the table, they 
laced themſelves oppoſite to each other, the magician's 
Lack towards the beaufet. The princeſs preſented him 
with the beſt at the table, and ſaid to him, If you pleaſe, 
] will entertain you with a concert of muſick; but, as 
we are only two, I think converſation may be more 
agreeable. This the magician took as a new favour, 
After they had eat ſome time, the princeſs called for 
ſome wine, and drank the magician's health ; and af- 
terwards ſaid to him, Indeed you was in the right to 
commend your wine, fince I never taſted of any fo de- 
licious in my life. Charming princeſs, ſaid he, holding 
a cup in his hand, my wine becomes more exquiſite b 
your approbatiov. Ihen drink my health, reply'd the 
princeſs, you'll find I underſtand wines. Accordingly 
he drank the princeſs's health, and returning the cup, 
faid, { think myſelf happy that I reſerved this wine for 
fo good an occaſion, and own I never drank any fo 
excellent before, 5 1 
When they had drank two or three cups more a- piece, 
the princeſs, who had quite charm'd the magician by 
her oblig'ng behaviour and civility, gave the ſlave who 
ſerred them with wine the ſignal, bidding her at the 


ſame time bring the magician and herſelf a full cup, | 


When they both had their cups in their hands, the ſaid 


to him, How are you uſed here to expreſs your loves 


when drinking together as we ae? With us in China, 
the lover and his miſtreſs reciprocally exchange cups, 
and drink each other's: health: At the ſame time ſhe 


Vo. IV. 5 D Fireſented 


1 
1 * 


£ 2 
1 
4 
"4 
aa 5 
. WY 
24 
„ K44 
LT +, 
v7 1 BY / 
N 
44 
* 1 
5 1 
4 
$f + 
1. 
. 24 
4 527 
"+ 
2 4 l 
« #64 
7 
4 
i 
1 : * 
„ 
Fn K 
i, e. 
1 8 
a4 8 
3 1 7 
1 11 
R ? 
= 2 
1 * 
3% $:3 BY 
1 
\'S 
E\ # T | 
A. iy 
* 1 

1 
1 17 
: E. 
14 

_ 
* . 
+ 14 
I Fa 3 
5 9s 
y = 
v 
* 
+ % 
1 
7 14 
* 
» 4 4 
2 
= 1 
* 
1 
4 * N 
21 
7 a 
* 8 1 
77 
14 
* 

T4 
3748 
OL 

4 : 

* 
1 4 
[> 6.3 

53 
» * 

PT 

7 4 4 

9 15 
1 
* 3-2 

72 
3 
1 
"I 

, : 
=» * 
ES, * 1 

= } 

433 : 

3. : 

0 3 : 

+* 

3% 1 

7 

184 5 
» OP? 

i 0 

0 
yl : 
CES, * 
4 1 
. 
2 
1 
* * 
5 + 
©. 
4 
£4 
- 
DP 
3 
5 
3 : 
5 
% 
* 
. 
* 1 
bs 
4 ** 
*F 
* 
* 
— 

x : 

4 - 
$5 

4 
9 
— 7% 
13 
pw” C 1 
1 
* 
3 
44 f 
12 
3 
IJ : 
$2] 
. 
a 
N * 
N 
., i 
1 


. 
— 

& 
4 
7 
3 
K 
IS 
#854 1 
wo 
* 

7 

«4 


74 ARABIAN NIGHTS 


preſented her cup, held out her hand to receive his; 
who, for his part, made all imaginable haſte to make 
the exchange, and did it with the more pleaſure, be- 
cauſe he look'd upon this favour as the moſt certain token 
of an entire conqueſt over the princeſs, Before he drank, 
he ſaid to her, with the cup in his hand all the time, 
Indeed we Africans are not ſo refined in the art of love 
as you Chineſe ; and the inſtructing me in a leſſon I 
knew nothing of, informs me how ſenſible I ought to be 
of the favour done me. I ſhall never, lovely princeſs, 
forget my recovering that life, in drinking out of your 
cup, which your cruelty, had it continued, made me 
. | 
Ihe princeſs Badroulboudour, who began to be tir'd 
with this barefac'd declaration of the magician's, inter- 
rupted him, and ſaid, Come, drink firſt, and ſay what 
you will afterwards ; and at the ſame time ſet the cup 
to her lips, while the African mapician, who was eager 
to get his wine off firſt, drank up the very laſt drop : In 
the mean time the princeſs kept hers only at her. lips, 
*rill ſhe ſaw his eyes turn in his head, and he fell 
backwards lifeleſs. | | a 
The princeſs had no occaſion to order the back- door 
to be opened to Aladdin; for her women were ſo diſpo- 
ſed from the great hall to the foot of the ſtair-caſe, that 
the word was no ſooner given, that the African magi- 
cian was fallen backwards, but the door was open'd that 
inſtant. | „ 
As ſoon as Aladdin enter'd the hall, he ſaw the ma- 
ician ſtretch'd backwards on the ſota. The pl inceſs 
WS eee got off her ſeat, and ran overjoy'd to 
him to embrace kim, but he ſtopp'd her, and ſaid, 
Princeſs, this is not a proper time; oblige me by 
leaving me alone a moment, and retire to your own 
apartment, while J endeavour to tranſport you as ſoon 
back to China, as you were brought from thence. 
When the princejs, her women and eunuchs, were 


gone out of the hall, Aladdin ſhut the door, and going 


directly to the dead body of the magician, open'd his 
veſt, and took out the lamp carefully wrapt up, as the 
princeſs told him, and unfolding and rubbing it, the 
genie immediately appcar'd. Genie, ſaid Ado, 7 
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eall thee to command thee, on the part of thy miſtreſs, 


this lamp here, to tranſport this palace preſently into 
China, to the ſame place fiom whence it was brought 
hither. - The genie made a bow with his head to ſhow 
his obedience, and then diſappear'd. Immediately the 
palace was tranſported inte China, which was only to 


be felt by two little ſhocks, the one when it was lifted 


up, the other when ſet down, and both in a ſhort 
interval of time, | f 


Then Aladdin went down to the princeſs's apartment, 


and embracing her ſaid, I can aſſure you, princeſs, that 


your joy and mine ſhali be complete to-morrow morn- 
ing. Afterwards the princeſs, who had not quite ſupp'd 
berſelf, gueſſing that Aladdin might be hungry, order'd 
the meats that were ſerved up in the great hall, and 
were ſcarce touched, to be brought down. The prin- 
ceſs and Aladdin eat as much as they thought fit, and 
drank in like manner of the African magician's old 
wine; during which time their diſcourſe could not be 
any otherwiſe than ſatisfactory, and then retired to their 
own chamber, _ 


From tbe time of the tranſportation of Aladdin's pa- 


lace, and the princeſs Badroulboudour, the ſultan, that 
princeſs's father was inconſolable for the loſs of her, 


as he imagined, He hardly ſlept night or day, and in- 
Head of diverting his affliction, he, on the ccntrary in- 
dulged it; for whereas he uſed to go every morning 
into his cloſer to pleaie himſelf with that agreeable 


proſpe d, he went now often in the day-time to renew 
his tears, and plunge himſelf into the deepeſt melancholy, 
hy reflectin gon that which once gave h'in ſo much plea- 
lure, and how he had loit what was the moſt dear to him 
in this world. „ is is 
The firſt morning after the return of Aladdin's palace, 
the ſultan went very early into his cloſet to indulge his 
ſorrows; and being very penſive, caſt his eyes in a me- 


lancholy manner towards the place where he remem— 
bered the palace once ſtood, expecting only to ſee an 


open ſpace ; but perceiving that vacancy fill'd up, he 
at firſt imagined it to be the effect of a fog; but at 


laſt looking more attentively, he made no doubt but 


that it was his ſon-in-law's palace. Then joy and glad- 
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ne s ſucceeded ſorrow and grief. He returned imme- 


diately into his apartment, and ordered an horſe to be 
ſaddled and brought to him in all haſte, which he mount- 


ed that inſtant, thinking he could not make haſte enough 


to get to Aladdin's palace. * 
Aladdin, who foreſaw what would happen, roſe that 
morning by day break, put on one of the moſt magni- 


ficent habits his wardrobe afforded, and went up into the 


hall of twenty four windows, from whence he perceived 

the ſultan coming, and got down ſoon enough to receive 

him at the ſoot of the great ſtair-caſe, and to help him 

to diſmount. Aladdin, ſaid the ſultan, I cannot ſpeak 
to you till I have ſeen my daughter. 


He led the ſultan into the princeſs Badroulboudour's 


apartment, who, having been told by him when he rote, 


that ſhe was no longer in Africk, but in the capital of 
the ſultan her father, had juſt done dreſſing herſelf, The 


ſultan embraced her with his face all bathed in tears of 
joy; and the princeſs, on her fide, gave him all the 
teſtimonies of the pleaſure the fight of him gave her. 

The ſultan was ſome time before he could open his 
lips; ſo great was his ſurpriſe and joy, to find his 
daughter again, after he had given her up for loſt ; 


oy. TY : 
l 7 t laſt the ſultan broke filence, and ſaid, I would 
believe daughter, your joy to ſee me, makes you ſeem 
ſo little changed, as if no misfortune had befallen you; 
yet I cannot be perſuaded from thinking you have un- 


dergone a great deal; for a large palace cannot be ſo 


ſuddenly tranſported as yours has been, without great 
frights, and terrible anguiſh. I would have you tell 


me all that has happened, and not conceal any thing 


from me. 


__ Herevpon the princeſs, who took a great pleaſure 7 
giving the ſultan the ſatisfaction he demanded, faid, 
Sir, if I appear ſo little alter'd, I beg of your majeſty 


to conſider that I received new life yeſterday morning 
by the preſence of my dear huſband and deliverer, 
Aladdin, whom I looked upon and bewailed as loſt to 
me ; and the happineſs of ſeeing and embracing of 

N e e whom, 


and the princeſs, to ſee her father, let fall tears f 


5 


C T—TTVTTTTT Hr pn Rn 


ENTERTAINMENT S. 77 
whom, has almoſt recover'd me to my ſormer ſtate of 
health, But my greateſt trouble was not only to find 
myſelf forced from your majeſty, and my dear huſband ; 
but the uneaſineſs I labour'd under beſides, was, wy 
fear, that he, though innocent, ſhould feel the effects 
of your rage, to which 1 knew he was left expoſed. I 
ſuffered but little from the infolence of my ravither ; 
for having the aſcendant over him, I always put a ficp 


to his diſagreeable di:courſe, and was as little reitrau d 


as at preſent. | 

As to what relates to my tranſportation, Aladdin had 
no hand in it; I myſelf was alone to blame, and he in- 
nocent. To perſuade the ſultan of the truth of what 
ſhe ſaid, ſhe gave him a full account how the African 
magician diſguiſed himſelf like a ſeller of lamps, and 
cried, New lamps for old ones; and the pleature ſhe 
took in making that exchange, being entirely ignorant 
of the ſecret and importance of that lamp, by the means 


of which the magician tranſported the palace and her? 


into Africa, which ſhe came to know by two of her 


women and the eunuch who made the exchange, when 


he firſt had the boldneſs to pay her the firſt viſit, after 
tie ſucceſs of his audacious enterpriſe, to propoſe him- 
ſelf for her huſband, After that the made mention how 
he perſecuted her till Aladdin's arrival ; how he and ſhe 
conſulted together to get the lamp again, and the ſuc- 


ceſs they had; and particularly her diſſimulation, and 


inviting him to ſupper, and giving him the powder pre- 
pared for him. For the reſt, added fhe, I leave it to 
Aladdin to give you an account. 5 
Aladdin, for his part, had not much to tell the ſul- 
tan, but only ſaid, When the back-door was opened. 
I went up into the great hall, where I found the ma- 
gician dead, and extended upon the ſofa: and as I 
thought it not proper for the princeſs to ſtay there any 
longer, I deſired her to go down into her own apart- 
ment, with her women and eunuchs. As ſoon as I was 
alone, and had taken the lamp out of the magician's 
breaſt, I made ule of the ſame ſecret he had done, to 


remove the palace and the princeſs, and by that means. 


the palace was brought into the ſame place where it 
ſtood before; and I have the happineſs to bring back the 


3 princels 
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princeſs to your majeſty, as you commanded me. But 
that your majeſty may not think that I impoſe upon you, 
if yau will give yourſelf the trouble to go up into the 
hail, you ſhall ſee the magician puniſhed as he deſerved. 
The ſultan, to be aſſured of the truth, roſe up inſtant- 
ly, and went up into the hall, where, when he ſaw the 
African magician dead, and his face already livid, by 
the ſtrength of the poiſon, he embraced Aladdin with a 
great deal of tenderneſs, and faid, Den't, fon, take my 
proceedings againit you ill, ſince they proceeded from 
my paternal Jove ; and therefore you ought to excuſe 


them. dir, reply'd Aladdin, I have no reaſon to com- 


plain of your majeſty's conduct, fince you did nothing 
but what your duty required of you. 'This magician, 
the baſeſt of all men, was the only eauſe of my misfor- 
tune: When your majeſty has a leiſure hour, I will give 


you an account cf another villainous action he play'd 


me, which was no leſs black and baſe than this, from 
which I was preſerved by the grace of God in a very 
particular manner. Iwill take an opportunity, and that 
very ſhortly, repty'd the ſultan, to hear it; but in the 
mean time let's think of mirth and rejoicings, and the 
removal of thts odious object. 

Aladdin order'd the magician's dead extcaſs to be 
removed and thrown on the dunghil, for the birds of 
the air to prey upon. In the mean time, the ſultan 
commanded the drums to beat, and trumpets to ſound, 
and a feaſt of ten days to be proclaimed tor joy of che 
_ princeſs Badroulboudour, and Aladdin aud his Dalade 5 
return, 

Thus Aladdin eſcaped a ſecond time, the almoſt in- 
evitable danger of loſing his life; which was not the 
laſt, ſince be ran as great an derade the third time, the 
circumſtances of which I ſhall relate. | 

The African magic an had a younger br other, who 
was as great à necromancer, and, I may fay, ſurpaſſed 
him in villainy and pernictous deſigns. But as they did 
not hve together, but at a great diltanee, they failed not 
every year to inform themſelves, by their art of necro- 


mancy, where each other was, how they did, and 


whether they Hood 3 341 need of each other” 8 afiltance. 


Some 
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Some time after the African mavician had fail'd in his 
enterpriſe againſt Aladdin's happineſs, his younger 
Z} © brother, who had not inform'd himielf of a year before, 
3 had a curioſity to know where he was, and how he did : 
Y and as he, as well as his brother, always carried a ne- 
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cromantick ſquare inſtrument about him, he prepared | i 

the ſand, caſt figures, and found that he had been poi 1 
foned, and was in the capital of the kingdom of Chi- | 0 

4 na; and that the perſon who poiſoned him was of mean be 
birth, and had married tae princeſs the ſultan's davgh- 1 

ter. | | 1 
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When the magician had after this manner inform'd 
himſelf of his brother's fate, he loſt no time in utlelets 
regrets, which could not reitore him to life again; but 
refolving immediately to revenge his death, he took. 
horſe, and ſet forwards for China; where after croſſing 
plains, rivers, mountains, deſarts, and the fea, he 
arrived after incredible fatigues. | 

When he came to the capital of China, he took 4 
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I lodging, and the next day a walk through the town, not 
'y at all to obſerve the beauties, which were indifferent to 
7 him, but with an intention to take proper meaſures to 
4 execute his pernicious deſigns ; to which end he introdu- 


ced himſelf into the moſt publick and frequented places, 
where he liſten'd to every body's diſcourſe, In one of 


. theſe publick places, where people reſorted to divert 4 
4 themſelves with all forts of games, and as in ſuch places | 
5 ſome are converſing, while others play, he heard ſome by 
gentlemen talk of the virtue and piety of a woman who Þ 


was retired from the world, and called Fatima, and of 
: the miracles ſhe performed. As he fancied that this 
” woman might be ſerviceable to him in ſome project he 
bad in his head, he took one of the gentlemen aſide, 
and deſir'd him to tell him particularly who that holy 
woman was, and what ſort of miracles ſhe performed. 
What! ſaid the perſon to whom he addreſs'd himſelf, 
have you never ſeen nor heard talk of her? She is the 
admiration of the whole town, both of young and old, 
f for her exemplary life; except Mondays and Fridays, 
4 ſhe never ſtirs out of her little cell; and on thoſe days 
on which ſhe comes into the town, ſhe does an infinite 
deal of good; for there's not a perſon that has the 
85 * head- 
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28 » but what is cured by her laying her hand upon 
them. ; 

The magician wanted to know no more than this, 
but only aſked the perſon in what part of the town this 
cell waz. Aﬀer the gentleman had ſhewn him it, and 
he had concluded and determined on the deteſtable de- 
fign he had in his head, and that he might know the 
way again, he obſerved all the turnings and windings 
very carefully, When he had taken juſt obſervation of 
the place, he went to one of thoſe houſes where they 
tell a certain hot liquor, and where any perſon that 
pleaſes may be all night. About midnight, after the 
inagician had ſatisfied the maſter of the houſe for what 
he had call'd for, he went directly away to the cell of 

- Fatima, the holy woman, the name ſhe was known by 
throughout the town. It was no difficult matter for him 
to open the door, which was only faſten'd with a latch, 
which he lifted up without any noiſe, and when he en- 
ter'd the cell, perceiv'd Fatima by the moon-light, laid 
on a ſofa cover'd only by an old mat, with her head 
leaning againſt the wall, whom he awaken'd, and 
_ clapp'd a dagger to her breaſt, 1 | 


The poor Fatima opening her eyes, was very much 


ſurpriſed to ſee a man ready to tab her, and who ſaid 

to her, If thou crieſt out, or makeſt the leaſt noiſe, I 

will kill thee ; but get up, and do as I bid thee, 
Fatima, who had lain down in her cloaths, got up, 


trembling with fear. Don't be ſo much trighten'd, ſaid 


the magician ;. I only want thy habit, give it me pre- 
ſently, and take mine. Accordingly Fatima and he 
changed cloaths. Then he ſaid again, Colour my face 
as thine is, that I may be like thee ; but perceiving that 
the poor creature could not help trembling, to encourage 
her, he ſaid, I tell thee again thou needeſt not fear any 
thing: I ſwear by the name of God, I will not take 
away thy life, Fatima lighted her lamp, and taking a 
pencil, and dipping it in a certain liquor, rubbed it 
cover his face, and aflured him the colour wauld not 
change, and rhat his face was of the ſame dye as her 
own; after which, ſhe put him on a chif, and ſhewe d 
him how to hide his face as he paſſed thi».gh the town 
After this, ſhe put a long ſtring of beads about h:z 

| | neck, 
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neck, which hung down to the middle of his body, and 
giving him the ſtick ſhe was uſed to walk with, in his 
hand, brought him a looking-glaſs, and bid him look, 
and ſee if he thought himſelf like her. The magician 
found himſelf diſguiſed as he wiſhed to be; but yet could 
not keep the oath he ſo ſolemnly ſwore to the good 
Fatima, but inſtead of ſtabbing her, for fear the blood 
might diſcover him, he ſtrangled her; and when he found. 
| the was dead, threw her body into a cittern, juſt by the 
ell. PEE 5 
The magician, thus diſguiſed like the holy woman 
Fatima, ſpent the remainder of the night in the cell, 
after he had committed To horrid a murder, The next 
morning, two hours after ſun-riſe, though it was not a 
day the holy woman uied to go out on, he crept out of 
the cell, being well perſuaded that no body would aft 
him any queſtions about it; or, if they would, knowing: 
he had an anſwer ready for them. And as one of the: 
firſt things he did after his arrival, was to find out Alad-- 
din's palace, where he was to execute his deſipns, he went 
directly thither.. 1 55 
As ſoon as the people ſaw the holy woman, as they 
imagined him to be, they preſently gathered about him. 
in a great crowd: Some begged his bleſſing, others 
kiſſed his hand, and the moſt zealous the hem of his gar- 
ment; when others, whether or no their heads ach'd, or 
they had a mind to be preſerved againſt that diftempet, 
ſtooped for him to lay his hands upon them ; which he 
did, muttering ſome words n fo:m of prayers z and, in- 
_ counterteited. ſo well, that every body took him 
FRG” | | # 


When he came to Aladdin's palace, the crowd was ſo 


great, that thoſe who were the moſt zealous and ſtropg, 
{triving to keep the reſt. off from preſſing too much upon. 
him, there were ſuch quarrels, and ſo great a noiſe, that 
the princeſs, who was in the hall of four and twenty 
windows, aſked what was the matter; but no body being 
able to give her an account, one of her women lock'd out 


of the window, and then told her it was a great crowd of 


people that were gather'd about the holy woman that: 
cured the head-ach. 9 
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The princeſs, who had heard a great deal of this holy 


woman, but had never ſeen her, conceived a great cu- 


rioſity to have ſome diſcourſe with her, which the chief 
of the eunuchs perceiving, told her it was an eaſy mat- 
ter to bring her to her, if ſhe deſired and commanded 
it; and the: princeſs ſhewing a- deſire, he immediately 
ſent four eunuchs for her. | 

As ſoon as the crowd ſaw the eunuchs coming, they 


made way, and the. magician perceiving alſo that they 


were coming for him, was overjoy'd to find his plot took 
ſo well. Holy woman, ſaid one of the eunuchs, the 
princeis wants to ſee you, and has ſent us for. you, The 
princeſs does me too great an honour, reply'd the falſe 
Fatima: I am ready to obey her command, and at the 
ſame ume followed the eunach to the palace. 
When the magician, who under a holy garment diſ- 
guiſed a wicked heart, was- introduced into the great 
hall, and perceived the princeſs, he began a prayer, 


which contained a long enumeration of vows and well- 


wiſhes for the princeſs's health and proſperity, and that 
ſhe might have every thing ſhe deſired, Then he made 


uſe of all his deceitful, hyporritical rhetorick, to inſi- 


nuate himſelf into the princeſs”s fayour under the cloak 


of piety, which it was no hard matter for him to do; tor 


as the princels herſelf was naturally good, ſhe was eaſil 
periuades that all. the world was 10 belides, eſpecially 


thoie who made the ſerving of God their protection, and 


for that end had choſen a folitary retreat. 

When the pretended, Fatima. had made an end of his 
long harangue, the princeſs ſaid to him, I thank you 
good mother for your prayers, I. have great confidence 


in them, and hope God will hear them, Come, and. 


fit by me. The falſe Fatima ſat down with an affected 


| ary ng Then the princeſs- reſuming her. diſcourſe, 
aid, My good mother, I have one thing to aſk you, 
which you muſt not refuſe me; which is, to ſtay with 
me, that you may entertain me with your way of living, 
and that L may learn from your good example how to 


ſerve God, Princeſs, ſaid the counterfeit Fatima, I beg 


of you nat to. aſk what I cannot conſent to, without 


neglecting my prayers and devotion, - That ſhall be no 


hindrance to you, anſer'd He princeſs; I have a great 
man 
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many apartments out of uſe, you ſhall chuſe which you 
like bell, and ſhall have as much liberty to . your 
devotions as if you were 1n your own cell. 

The magician, who wanted nothing more than to in- 


a much eaſier matter for him to execute his pernicious 
deſigns, under the favour and protection of the princeſs, 
than if he had been forced to come and go from the cell 
to the palace, did not make any preſſing inſtances to ex- 
cuſe accepting the obliging offer the princeſs made him; 
but ſaid, Princeſs, whatever reſolution a poor miſerable 

woman as [ am, may have made to renounce the pomp. 
and grandeur of this world, 1 dare not be ſo bold to op- 

poſe the will and commands of ſo plious and charitable a. 
princeſs. 

Upon this the princeſs riſing up, faid, Come along 
with me, I'll ſhew you what empty apartments 1 have, 
that you may make choice of which you like belt, The 
magician followed the princeſs Badroulboudour,. and of 
all the apartments ſhe hewed him, made choice of that. 
which was the worſt furniſhed, ſaying, That it was too 
good for him, and that he only accepted of it to pleaſe 

her. | 
Afterwards the princeſs would have brought him back. 
again into the great hall to make him dine with. 
her; but he conſidering that then he ſhould be obliged 
to ſhew his face, which he had always taken care to. 
hide; and fearing that the princeis ſhould find out 
that he was not Fatima, he begged of her ftrenuouſly 
to diſpenſe with him, telling her that he never. eat any. 
thing but bread and dried fruits, and at the lame time 
deſired to eat that flight repaſt in his own apartment; 
which the princeſs granted him, ſaying, You. may be as 
free here, good mother, as if you were in your own 
cell: I will order you a dinner, bit remember I expect 
you as ſoon as you have finiſhed your repaſt. 

After the princeſs had dined, and the falſe F atima 
had been informed by one of the cunuchs that ſhe was: 
role from table, he was ſure to wait upon her. My 
good mother, ſaid the princeſs, 1 am over;: y 'd to have 
the company of ſo holy a woman as yourlelf, who will. 
conkes a bleſling one: this palace, But now- Lam 
W D 6 ; ſpeaking 
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ſpeaking of this palace, Pray how do you like it? And: 
before 1 ſhew. it you all, tell we firſt what you think of 
this hall. | TOE Ln VO OT WE FAd ARTIE 
Upon this queſtion, the counterfeit Fatima, who, to 
act his part the better, affected to hang down his head, 
without ſo much as ever once lifting it up; at laſt look'd. 
up, and ſurveying the hall from one end to the other, 
and when he had examined it well, ſaid to the princeſs, 
As far as I can judge, who am not uſed to tuch fine 
buildings, there wants but one thing: And what's that, 
good mother, anſwer'd the princeſs Badroulboudour ;. 
tell me, I conjure you? For my part, I always believed, 
and have heard ſay, it wanted nothing; but if it does, 
it ſhall be ſupply'd. | | 
Princeſs, 1aid the falſe Fatima, with a great deal of 
diſſimulation, forgive me for the liberty I have taken; 
but my opinion is, if it can be of any importance, that 
3c a roc's egg was hung up in the middle cf this dome, 
this hall would have no fellow, and would be the won- 
der of the world. V 
My good mother, ſaid the princeſs, what bird is that 
roc, and where may one get an egg? Princeſs, reply'd 
the pretended Fatima, tis a bird of a prodigious ſize, 
which inhabits the top of mount Caucalſus, the architect 
who built your palace can get you one. 85 
After the princeſs Badroulboudour had thank'd the 
falſe Fatima for her good advice, which ſhe believed 
ſuch, ſlie talk'd with her upon other matters; but could 
not forget the roc's egg, which ſhe made account to 
tell Aladdin of when he return'd back from hunting. 
He had been gone ſix days, which che magician being 
no ſtranger to, had a mind to take the advantage of his 
abſence; but he return'd that night, after the falſe Fatima 
had taken his leave of the princeſs, and retired to his 
apartment. As ſoon as he arriv'd, he went directly up 
to the princeſs's apartment, kiſs'd and embraced: her, 
but fancied ſhe received him coldly. My princeſs, ſaid 
he, I think you are not ſo gay and merry as you uicd 
to be; has any thing happened during my abſence, 
which has diſpleaſed you, or given you any trouble or 
diſſatisfaction ? In the name of God, don't hide any 
thing from me; I'll leave nothing undone that's in my 
NE EW | power 
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power to pleaſe you. Pis a trifling matter, reply d the 
princeſs, which concerns me ſo little, that I could net 
have thought you could have perceived any thing of it 
in my countenance; but ſince you have diſcovered ſome 
alteration in me, I will no longer diſguiſe a matter of ſo 
little conſequence from you. 

I always believed as well as you, con tinued the in 
Badroulboudour, that our palace was the moſt noble, mag- 
nificent,.and perfect 1 in the world : but- PII tell you now 
what I find fault with upon examining the hall of four 

and twenty windows : Don't you think, as well as me, 
that it would be complete, if a roc's egg was hung up in 
the midſt of the dome? Princeſs, reply'd Aladdin, 'tis 
fufficient that you think there wants one; you ſhall ſee 


what diligence ſhall be uſed torepairthatdeficiency, ſince 


there's nothing ſhall be left undone for your ſake... _. 

Aladdin left the princeſs Badroulboudour that mo- 
ment, and went up directly into the hall of four and. 
twenty windows, where pulling the lamp out of his 


boſom, which he always carried about him, after the: 


danger he had been expoſed to, he rubbed it; upon 
which the genie immediately appeared. Genie, ſaid. 


Aladdin, there wants a roc's egg to be hung up in the 
midſt of the dome, command thee in the name of this 
lamp, to repair the fault. Aladdin had no ſooner pro- 


nounced theſe words, but the genie gave ſo terrible and 


loud a cry, that the hall ſhook ſo much, that Aladdin 
could ſcarce ſtand upright, What! miſerable wretch, 
ſaid the genie, in a voice that would have made the 


moſt undaunted man tremble, is it not enough that I, 
and my companions, have done every thing for thee; 


but thou, out of an unheard-of piece of ingratitude, 


muſt command me to bring my maſter, and hang him 
up in the midſt of this dome? This attempt deſerves 


that thou, thy wife and palace, ſhould be immediately 


reduced to aſhes : But thou art happy that thou art not 
the author of this requelt, and that it is not owing to 


thyſelf. Know then, that the true author is the brother 


of the African magician, thy enemy, whom thou haſt 
uſed as he deſerved : He is now in thy palace, diſguiſed 


in the cloaths of the holy woman Fatima, whom he 


murdered ; vac us he who has ſuggeſted to thy wife 
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to make this pernicious demand. His deſign is to kill 


thee, therefore take care of thyſelf ;. After t ele words, 
the genie diſappeared. 

Aladdin loſt not a word the genie faid's He had 
heard talk of the holy woman Fatima, and how ſhe pre- 
tended to cure the head- ach. He returned to the prin- 
_ eeſs's apartment, and without mentioning a word of 
What had happened, complained very much of a great 


Pain in his head ; upon which the princeſs order'd the 


holy woman to be fetched preſently, and then told him 
how that holy woman came to the palace, and that ſhe 
had appointed her an apartment. 

When the pretended Fatima came, Aladdin ſaid, Come 
hither, good mother; I am very glad to ſee you here: 
1 am very much tormented with a violent pain in my 
head, and demand your aſſiſtance, and hope you will 
not refuſe me that favour, which you do to ſo many 
perſons afflicted with this diſtemper. After theſe words 
he roſe up, though at the fame time he held down his 
head. On the other hand, the counterfeit Fatima ad- 
vanced towards him, with his hand all the time on a 


dagger he had in his girdle under his gown; which 


Aladdin obſerving, he ſeized his hand before he had 
drawn it, and pierced him to the heart with his own 
dagger, and then tumbled him down on the floor. 


What have you done, my dear huſband, cried the 


princeſs in a ſurpriſe? You have killed the holy woman. 
No, my dear princeſs, anſwered Aladdin without con- 


cern, I have not killed Fatima, but a wicked wretch 
that would have aſſaſſinated me, if I had not prevented 


him. This wicked man, added he, uncovering his face, 


haas ſtrangled Fatima, whom you accuſed me of killing, 


and diſguiſed himſelf in her clothes, to come and murder 
me: But that you may know him better, he is brother 
to the African magician. Then Aladdin told her how 


he came to know thoſe particulars, aud afterwards or- 


dered the dead body to be taken away. | 

Thus Aladdin was delivered from the perſecution of 
two brothers, who were magicians. Within a few years 
afterwards, the ſultan died in a good old age, and as 
he left no male children, the princeſs Badroulboudour, 


as lawful heir of the crown, ſucceeded him, and:.com- 


municating 
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municating the power to Aladdin, they reigned together 
many years, and left a numerous and illuſtrious poſterity 
behind them. | . 

Sir, ſaid the Sultaneſs Scheherazade, after ſhe had 


finiſh'd the ſtory of the wonderful lamp, your majeſty 


without doubt, has obſerved in the perſou cf the African 


magician, a man abandoned to the paſſion of poſſeſſin 


immenſe treaſures by the moſt horrid and deteſtable 
means. On the contrary, your majelty ſees in Aladdin, 
a perſon of mean birth, raiſed. to the regal dignity, by 
making uſe of the ſame treaſures, which he never ſought. 


after, but juſt as he had an occaſion for them; and in 


the ſultan, what riſks and dangers a juſt and equitable 
monarch runs of being dethroned, when, by an unjuſt 


fear, and againſt all. the rules of equity, he dares, by 


an unreaſonable precipitation, condemn an innocent 
perſon to death, without giving him leave to juſtily 


himſelf, In ſhort, you muſt abominate thoſe two wicked 


magicians, who ſacrificed their lives, the one to attain 


great riches, the other to revenge him, and who both. 
received the chaftiſements they deierved. 


The Sultan of the Indies ſignified to his ſpouſe, the 
Sultaneſs Scheherazade, that he was very much delighted 


with the prodigies he had heard of the wondertul lamp, 


and that all the ſtories which ſhe told him every night, 
gave him a great deal of pleaſure. In thort, they were 
all diverting,,and for the moſt part ſeaſoned with a good 


moral. He found. that the Sultaneſs knew how to intro- 


duce them very well, and was not ſorry that the gave 


him an opportunity of ſuſpending, by this means, the 


execution of a vow he had made, never to keep a woman 


above one night, and put her to death the next day. 
And now he began to have no other thoughts, but to 
try if he could exhauſt her ore, 


With this intention, the next morning he prevented 


Dinarzade, and awaked the Sultaneſs himſelf, aſking her 


if ſhe was at the end of all her ſtories. At the end of 
my ſtories, ſir, reply'd the Sultaneis, 1 am fo far from 
that, that I cannot tell your majeſty well how many [ 
have yet leit; but am more afraid you will be ſooner 


Don't 
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Don't let that fear diſturb you, anſwered the ſultan; 
dut let's hear what you have new to tell me. 

The Sultaneſs Scheherazade, encouraged with theſe 
words, ſaid, I have often entertained your majeſty with 
the adventures of the famous caliph Haroun Alraſchid, 
who had a great many in his time; but among the reſt, 
I think none more worthy of your hearing than the fol- 
lowing, which I ſhall here relate to you. 


$ The Adventures | of the caliph Haroun Alraſchid. 


OUR majeſty cannot be unſenſible, but. muſt 
have experienced, that we are ſometimes in ſuch 
extraordinary tranſports of joy, that we preſently com- 
municate that paſſion to thoſe who come nigh us, or 
eaſily partake of theirs. And ſometimes our melancholy 
is ſo great, that we are inſupportable to ourſelves, and 
are ſo incapable of giving any one a reaſon that ſhould 
aſk it, that we cannot account for it ourſelves, 
'The caliph was one day in one of theſe moody fits, 
when his faithful and favourite grand vifier, Giafar, 
came to him. 'That miniſter finding him alone, which 
was ſeldom, and perceiving as he went nearer unto him, 
that he was in a very dull humour, and never lifted up 
his eyes, he made a full ſtop, till he would vouchſate 
to look at him. „%% 8 | 
At laſt the caliph caſt his eyes upon Giafar, but pre- 
ſently turned them away again, and remained in the 
fame poſture and fituation as before. e 
The grand viſier, obſerving nothing in the caliph's 
eyes, which regarded him perſonally, took the liberty 
to ſpeak to him, and ſaid, Commander of the faithful, 
will your majeſty give me leave to aſk you from whence 
this melancholy proceeds, of which you always ſeemed 
to me ſo little ſaſceptible ? POPE e inks te. 2 0's 
Indeed, viſier, anſwered the caliph, clearing up his 
countenance, I am very little ſubject to it, and had not 
erceived it but for you, and will remain no longer in 
it. If no new affair brought you hither, do me the 
pleaſure to invent ſomething to divert me. 
Commander of the faithful, reply'd the grand viſier, 
my duty obliged me to wait on you, and | take the 
EE | 15 liberty 
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liberty to remind your majeſty, that this 1s the day 
which ycu have appointed to inform yourſelf of the 


exact government of your capital city, and the little 
places about it ; and this occaſion very opportunely pre-. 


{ents itſelf to diſpel thoſe clouds which obſcure your na- 
tural gatety. _ 

You do well to remember me of it, reply'd the caliph, 
for I had entirely forgot it ; go and change your dreſs, 
while I do the ſame by mine. . | ; 

'They each put on the habit of a foreign merchant, 


and under that diſguiſe went out by a back-door of the 


palace-garden, which led into the fields. After they 
had taken a round to the banks of the Euphrates, at a 
ſufficient diſtance from the city gates, on that fide, with- 
out having obſerved any thing diſorderly, they croſs'd 
the river 1n the firſt boat they met with, and making 


another tour on the other ſide, came over the bridge, 


which made the communication betwixt the two parts 


of the town. 


At the foot of the bridge they met with an old blind 


man, who aſked their alms, the caliph turned about, 


and put a piece of gold into his hand. The blind man 


preſently catched hold of his hand, and ſtopped him; 
Charitable perſon, ſaid he, whoever you are, that God 
| hath inſpired to beſtow this alms, don't refuſe the favour 


] aſk you, to give me a box on the ear, for I deſerve 


that, and a greater puniſhment. After theſe words he 


let the caliph's hand go, that he might ſtrike, but for fear 
he ſhould not, held him faſt by his cloaths, . 

The caliph ſurpriſed, both at the requeſt and action 
of the blind man, ſaid, I cannot acquieſce with thy 


demand, and ſhall not leſſen the merit of my charity. 


by treating thee as thou would'ſt have me. After theſe 


words, he endeavoured to get away from the blind 
man. | Pane | 


The blind man, who expected the reluctancy of his 
benefactor, by the long experience he had had, did all 
he could to hold him: Sir, ſaid he, forgive my bold- 
neſs and importunity ; I deſire you would either give 


me a box on the ear, or take your alms back again, 


for I cannot receive 1t but on that condition, without 
breaking a ſolemn oath, which I made to God; and if 
1 8 . | you 
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you knew the reaſon, you would agree with me, that 
the puniſhment is very ſlight. og 
The califf, not caring to bedetained any longer, yielded 
to the importunity of the blind man, and gave him a 
very light blow: whereupon he immediately let him go, 
and thanked and bleſſed him. When the caliph and vi- 
fier had got ſome ſmall diſtance from the blind man, 
the caliph ſaid to the viſier, This blind man muſt cer- 
tainly have ſome very ſubſtantial reaſons, which make 
him behave himſelf in this manner to all who give him 
alms. I ſhould be glad to know them, therefore return 
and teil him who I am, and bid him not fail to come to 
my palace about prayer- time in the afternoon, that I may 
have ſome talk with him. | 
The grand viſier went back, beſtowed his alms on the 
blind man, and after he had given him a box on the ear, 
told him the caliph's order, and then returned to him 
again. . cs | | 
When they came into the town, they found a great 
crowd of ſpectators, in an open Thuare, who were look- 
ing at a handſome well-ſhaped young man, that was 
mounted on a mare, which he rid full ſpced round the 


| dees ſpurring and whipping the poor creature ſo bar- 


arouſly, that the was all over in a lather, and gore of 


blood. 

The caliph, amazed at the inhumanity of the young 
man, aſked the people, if they knew why the young 
man uſed the mare ſo, but could learn nothing, but that 


for ſome time paſt he had every day, at the ſame hour, 


treated her after the ſame manner. _ 

As they went along, the caliph bid the grand viſier 
take particular notice of the place, and not tail to-order 
the young man to come the next day, at the hour ap- 
pointed to the blind man. But before the caliph got 


_ 


to his palace, he obſerved in a ſtreet, which he had not 


aſſed though a long time before, an edifice newly 
built, which ſeemed to him to be the palace of ſome of 
the great lords of the court. He aſked the grand viſier, 
if he knew to whom it belonged, who anſwered he did 
not, but would enquire; and thereupon aſked a neigh- 
bour, who told him that the houſe was one Cogia Haſſan's, 


ſurnamed Alhabbal, upon account of his profeſſion of 


I Ope- 


V 
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rope-making, which he had ſeen him work at himſelf, 


when poor, and that without knowing how fortune had 


favour'd him, he had got ſuch great riches, that he de- 
frayed honourably and ſplendidly the expence he had 
been at in building, and lived very great. 

The grand viſer rejoined the caliph, and gave him 
a full account of his intelligence. J muſt ſee this Cogia 
Haſſan Alhabbal, ſaid. the caliph, therefore go and. tell 
him, viſier, to come to my palace, at the ſame hour you 
have ordered the other two. Accordingly the viſier 
obey'd. 8 . | | 

The next day, after afternoon prayers, the caliph re- 
tired to his own apartment, and the grand viſier intro- 
duced the three perſons we have been ſpeaking of, and 
preſented them to the caliph. | 
They all three arenen themſelves before the caliph, 
and when they roſe up again, the caliph aſked the blind 


man his name, who anſwered, Baba Abdalla. 


Baba Abdalla, replied the caliph, thy manner of beg- 


ging alms ſeemed ſo ſtrange to me yeſterday, that if it 
had not been for ſome certain conſiderations, I ſhould 


not have complied with thy requeſt, but ſhould have 
prevented thee from giving ſcandal to the publick, 1 
ordered'thee to come hither, to know from thyſelf what 


induced thee to make that indiſcreet oath thou haſt told 
me of, that I may judge whether thou haſt done well, 


and if I ought to ſuffer thee to continue in the practice 


of a thing that ſets ſo ill an example. Tell me freely, 


how ſo extravagant a thought came into thy head, and 


don't difguiſe any thing from me, for I will abſolutely 


know the truth. _ 
Baba Abdalla, intimidated by this reprimand, caft 


himſelf a ſecond time at the foot of the caliph's throne, 
with his face to the ground, and when he roſe up 
again ſaid, Commander of the faithful, I moſt humbly 
alk your majeſty's pardon for my boldneſs, in daring to 


require, and almoſt force you to do a thing, which in- 


deed appears ſo contrary to reaſon. I acknowledge 


my crime, but as I did not then know your majeſty, I 


implore your clemency, and hope you will conſider wy 


ignorance. 
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As to the extravagancy of my action, I own it, and 
that it muſt ſcem ſtrange to all mankind ; but in the eye 
of God it is a very {light penance I have enjoin'd myſelf, 
for an enormous crime | am guilty of, and for which, if 
all the people in the world were each to give me a box 
on the ear, it would not be a ſufficient atonement, Your 
majeſty will judge of it yourſelf, when, in telling my 
ſtory, in obedience to your commands; I 
know what that heinous crime was. 


The Story of the Blind Man, Baba Abdalla. 


| Ommander of the faithful, continued Baba Abdalla, 
las born at Bagdad, had a pretty fortune left me 
by my father and mother, who died ſoon after each 
other. Though I was then but very young, I did not 
ſquander away my fortune as moit young men do, in 
idle expences and debauchery ; but on the contrary, 
neglected no opportunity to increaſe it by my induſtry. 
At laſt I became rich enough to purchaſe fourſcore ca- 
mels, which I let out to merchants, who paid me well 
for every journey I went with them throughout the ex- 
tent of your majeſty's dominions. $4.2) 
In the midſt of this happineſs, and with an ardent de- 


fire of growing much richer, as I was returning one day 


with my camels unloaded from Balfora, whither I had 
carried ſome merchandiſes that were to be imbarked for 
the Indies, I met with a good paſturage, at a good diſtance 
from any habitation, and made a halt there, and let them 
graze for ſome time. While I was ſet down, a derviſe, 


who had walked it from Balſora, came and ſat down by 
me to reſt himſelf: I aſk'd him from whence he came, 
and where he was going, and he did the ſame by me; and 


when we had ſatisfied each other's curioſity, we produced 
our proviſions, and eat together. 


During our repaſt, after we had talked of a great 


many indifferent things, the derviſe told me that he 
knew of a treaſure at a {mall diſtance from thence, where 
there were ſuch immenſe riches, that if all my fourſcore 
camels were loaded with gold and jewels, it would not 
be miſs'd, and no body could tell that any thing had been 
taken away. | . | 
This 
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This good news ſurpriſed and charm'd me at the ſame 
time; and I was fo overjoy'd, that I ſcarce knew my- 
ſelf. I could not believe that the derviſe was capable of 
telling me a falſity ; therefore I fell upon his neck, and 
ſaid, Good derviſe, I know you value not the riches of 
this world, therefore what ſervice can the knowledge 
of this treaſure be to you? You are alone, and cannot 


carry much of it away with you; ſhew me where it is, 


PIl load all my -camels, and as an acknowledgment 
of the favour done me, will preſent you with one of 


them. 


Indeed [ offered a very ſmall matter, but after he had 


communicated that ſecret to me, my deſire of riches was 


become ſo violent, that I thought it a great deal, and 
look'd upon the ſeventy-nine camels loads which I re- 


ſerv'd for myſelf, as nothing in compariſon of what I 


allow'd him. SELL RT PETIT 
The derviſe, though he ſaw my avarice, was not 
however angry at the unreaſonable proffer I had made 
him, but reply*d without the leaſt concern, You are ſen- 
{ible, brother, that what you offer me is not proportion. 


able to the kindneſs you aſk of me. I may chuſe whe- 


ther or no I will communicate my ſecret 10 you, and keep. 
the treaſure to myſelf : But what I have told you is ſuf- 


ficient to let you know my good intentions, and that it 


is ſtill in my power to oblige you, and make you re- 
member me, by making both our fortunes, But then 
I have one other propotition more juſt and equitable to 
make to you; it lies in your own breaſt, whether or no 
you will agree to it. „„ „ 

. You ſay, continued the derviſe, that you have fou- 
ſcore camels: I am ready to carry you to the place where 


_ the treaſure lies, and we will load them with as much 


jewels and gold as they well can carry, on condition that 


when they are ſo loaded, you will let me have one half, 


and you take the other; after which we will ſeparate, 
and both go which way we think fit. You ſee there's no- 
thing but reaſon and juſtice in this bargain; for if you 
give me forty camels, you will get by my means where- 
w:thal to puichaſe thouſands more. 3 
I could notdifown but there was a great deal of juſtice 
in what the derviſe ſaid : but without conſidering _ 
- niches 
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riches I ſhou'd gain in accepting of the conditions he = 
ropoſed, I could not without reluQtancy think of part- = 
ing with my forty camels, eſpecially when I conſider'd = 
that the derviſe would then be as rich as myſelf. But as = 
it was no time to heſitate long on ſuch an affair, but I = | 
muſt either accept of the propoſal, or reſolve to repent all = 
my life-time after, of loſing an opportunity of obtaining 1 
2 great fortune, that inſtant I went and gathered up all F 
my camels, and after we had travelled ſome time, we = 
came into a large ſpacious valley, the entrance into which n 
was ſo narrow, that two camels could not go a-breaſt. 1 
The two mountains which formed this valley were ſem: t 
circular, but fo high and craggy, that there was no fear = 
of being ſeen by any body, ET = -| 
When we came between theſe two mountains, the der- 3 I 
viſe ſaid to me, Stop your camels, and make them kneel 2 
down, that we may load them the eaſier, and I'll proceed . 1 
to diſcover the treaſure, _ 6 „ 
I did as the derviſe bid me; and going to him after- = © 
wards, found kim with a match in one hand, and gather- 5. 
ing ſticks with the other, to light a fire; which he had 8 
no ſooner done, but he caſt a perfume into it, and pro- = © 
nouncing ſome words, which I did not underſtand, there * 2 
aroſe a thick cloud preſently : This cloud ſeparated ſoon, FF & 
and then a large rock, which ſtood between the two _ » 
mountains in the midſt of the plain, and which was ofa . 4 
prodigious height, and ſeemed to be very ſolid, opened h 
Ike two folding doors, and expoſed to view a magnifi— p 
cent palace built in the hollow of the rock, which was _- 
hewed, and ſcemed to be rather the workmanfhip of ge- ti 
nies than men; for no man could ever have been ſo bold, 0 
as to have undertaken ſuch a ſurpriſing work. *. 
But I muſt not forget to tell your majehy, I could not 
have patience to make any obſervation; Taimired only n 
the immenſe riches which I ſaw on all ces; and, with- m 
cut ſtaying to obſerve the juſt regularity in which the , th 
treaſures were ranged, Ike a hungry cagle ſeizing her = 7 
prey, I fell upon the ſirſt heap of golden money that 1 1 
was near to, and began to fill the ſack I had in wy = dg 
hand, a; full as I thought I could carry it. The ſacks , te 
were all | rge, and with my good will I would have 10 


filled them all; but J was oblized to proportion my 
RE, | burden 
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burden to the ſtrength of my camels. The derviſe did 
the ſame; bot I perceived he had got to an heap of 


jewels, upon which I followed his example, and we took 


away much more jewels than gold. At laſt, when we 
had filled our ſacks, and loaded our camels, we had no- 
thing left to do but to ſhut up the treaſure, and go our 
way. Cl alt; | e 

But before we departed, the derviſe went again into 
the treaſure, where there were a 7 many wrought 
veſſels of gold of different forts and ſizes, which con- 
tained things that were precious. I obſerved that he 
took out of one of theſe veſſels, a little box of a certain 
wood, which I knew not, and put it into his breaſt; 


but firſt ſhewed me that it contained only a kind of po- 


matum. 5 | 
The derviſe uſed the ſame ceremony to ſhut the trea- 
ſure as he had done to open it; and after he pronounced 


Tome certain words, the doors of the treaſury ſhut 


again, and the rock ſeemed as whole and entire as 
before. | 


of the forty which I reſerved for myſelf, and the derviſe 
at the head of the reſt. We came out of the valley by 


the ſame paſſage we went in, and travelled together till 


we came to the great road, where we were to part; the 
derviſe to go to Balſora, and I to Bagdad, Jo thank 
him for ſo great a kindneſs, I made uje of the molt ex- 
preſſive terms, to teſtily my acknowledgment for the 
preference he had given me before all mankind, in let- 


ting me have a ſhare of ſuch riches. We en braced each 


other with a great deal of joy, and then took our leaves 
with an hearty adieu. | 


[ had not gone many paces before vile ingratitude 


and envy poſſeſs'd my heart, and I deplored the lols of 


my forty camels, and much more the riches wherewith 


$ they were loaded, 'The derviſe, ſaid I to myſelf, has 


no occaſion for all theſe riches, he is maſter of the 


treaſure, and may have as much as he pleaſes: 80 1 


delivered myſelf yp to the blackett ingratitude, and de- 
termined immediately to take the camels as they were 
loade from him. | 


-Ta 


Then he divided our camels ; I put myſelf at the head 
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To execute this defign, I firſt = 1 my own, and 


afterwards ran after the derviſe, and called to him as 
loud as I could, giving him to underſtand that I had 
ſomething material to ſay to him, and made a ſign to 
him to ſtop his, and ſtay for me; which he accord- 
ingly did. 18 C 
When I came up to him, I ſaid, Brother, I had no 
ſooner parted from you, but a thought came into my 
head, which neither of us had refleted on before: You 
are a good derviſe, uſed to live in tranquillity, diſ- 
engag'd from all the cares of the world, and intent 
upon ſerving God: You know not, perhaps, what trou- 
ble you have taken upon yourſelf, to take care of fo 
many camels; if you would take my advice, I would 
have you to have but thirty, you'll find it troubleſome 
| enough to manage them. Take my word, I have had 
experience. | ror 885 | T7 
I believe you are in the right of it, reply'd the der- 
viſe, who found he was not able to contend with me, 
I own I never ſo much as thought of it: I begin al- 
ready to be uneaſy at what you have repreſented to me. 


Chuſe which ten you pleaſe, and take them in God's 


name. . 

ſet ten apart, and after I had turn'd them about, | 
put them in the road to follow my others. I could not 
have imagined that the derviſe would be fo eaſily per- 


' ſuaded to part with his camels, which increaſed my 


covetouſneſs, and made me flatter myſelf, that it would 
be no hard matter to get ten more : Wherefore, inſtead 
of thanking him for his preſent, I ſaid to him again, 
Brother, the intereſt I take in your repo!e is ſo great, tha: 
I cannot reſolve to part with you without defiring you to 


conſider once more, how difficult a thing it is to govern 


thirty loaded camels, eſpecially you who are not uſed to 


ſuch work: You'll find it much better to return mens? 


many more back as you have done already. What I tell 


| you is not for my own ſake and intereſt, but to do you 


the greater pleaſure, Eaſe yourſelf then of the camels, 
and leave them to me, who can manage an hundred a+ 


well as one. 


My diſcourſe had the deſired effect upon the derviſe, 


who gave me, without any heſitation, the other teu 
TE: | camels ; 
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camels; ſo that he had but twenty left, and I was maſter 
of ſixty, and might boaſt of as great riches as moſt 
ſovereign princes, but forall that could not be content; 
for as a perſon afflicted with a dropſy, the more he 
drinks, the more thirſty he is, ſo I became more greedy 
and deſirous of the other twenty camels. et 
I redoubled my ſolicitations, prayers, and importu- 
”  nities, to make the derviſe condeſcend to grant me 
Þ ten of the twenty, which he did with a good grace 
| | and, as to the other ten he had left, I 3 him, 
> Kkifs'd him, and careſs'd him, conjuring him not to re- 
fuſe me, but to compleat the obligation I ſhould ever 
have to him, and crown my joy, by giving me them 
> alſo. Make a good uſe of them, brother, ſaid the der- 
viſe, and remember that God can take away riches as 
well as give them, if we don't aſſiſt the poor, whom he 
makes ſo on purpoſe, that the rich may merit by their 
charity a greater recompenſe in the other world. 3s 
My blindneſs was then ſo great that I could not profit 
by ſowholeſome advice: I was fo far from it, that 1 
was not content, though I had my forty camels again, 
and knew they were loaded with an ineſtimable treaſure, 
But a thought came into my head that the little box of 
pomatum which the derviſe ſhew'd me, had ſomething 
in it more precious than all the riches which [ was ob- 
liged to him for: The 22 from whence the derviſe 
took it, ſaid I to myſelf, and his care to ſecure it, makes 
me believe there's ſomething myſterious in it. I went 
and embraced him again, and bid him adieu; and as I 
turned about from him, ſaid, What will you do with 
 _ that little box of pomatum? It ſeems ſuch a trifle, ſaid 
Il, it is not worth your carrying away, I defire you 
FF _" would make mea preſent of it; for what occaſion has 
Ina a derviſe, as you are, who has renounced the vanities of 
'\ | _ the world, for pomatum. . . 
b Il wiſh to heaven he had refuſed me that box; but if 
he had, I was ſtronger than him, and was reſolved to 
have taken it from him by force; and notwithſtandin 
my obligation to him, not to have ſuffer'd him to have 
carried away the leaſt thing of the treaſure. 
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'» * Thederviſe, far from denying me, preſently pull'd it 
out of his boſom, and preſenting it to me with an ex- 
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traordinary grace, faid, Here take it, brother, and be 
content; if I could do more for you, you needed but 
to have aſked for it; you ſee J am ready and willing to 
ſatisfy you. "I | 
When I had the box in my hand, I open'd it, and 
looking at the pomatum, ſaid to him, Since you have 
hitherto been ſo good, I am ſure you will not refuſe 
me this one favour, which is, to tell me the particular 
| uſe of this pomatum. 
4 The uſe is very ſurpriſing and wonderful, reply'd the 
7 derviſe : If you apply a little of this pomatum round 
the left eye, and upon the lid, you will ſee all the 
treaſures contained in the boſom of the earth; but 
If you apply it to the right eye, it will make you 
blind. 72 „„ 

I would make the experiment myſelf: Take the box, 
ſaid I to the derviſe, and apply ſome of this pomatum 
to my left eye; you underſtand how to do it better than 
I, for I long to make an experiment of a thing which 
ſeems ſo incredible to me. Accordingly I ſhut my left 
eye, and the derviſe apply'd the pom atum. When he 
had done, I opened my eye; I ſaw immenſe treaſures, 
and ſuch prodigious riches, ſo diverſified, that it is im- 

poſlible for me to give an account of them: But as I 
was obliged to keep my right eye ſhut all the time with 
my hand, and thattir'd me, I deſired the derviſe to ap- 
ply ſome of the pomatum to that eye. N 
I am ready to do it, ſaid the derviſe; but you ought - 
to remember what I told you, that if you put any of it j 
upon your right eye, you will preſently be blind; for © ) 
ſuch is the virtue of the pomatum. 1 Te t 

Far from being perſuaded of the truth of what the | t 
derviſe ſaid, I, on the contrary, imagined that there 1 
was ſome new myſtery, which he would hide from 1 
me: Brother, reply'd I ſmiling, it is unnatural that 
this pomatum ſhould have two ſuch contrary effects; I 
ſee you have only a mind to make me believe ſo 

"The thing is as I tell you, reply'd the derviſe, taking 
the name of God to bear witneſs ; you ought to believe 
me, for I cannot diſguiſe the truth. „ 
However Thad not faith enough tobelieve the derviſe, 
who ſpoke lake an honeſt man: My inſurmountable de- 

. I e 1.8 
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fire of ſeeing all the treaſures in the world, and per- 
haps of enjoying what I had a mind to, had ſuch an 
effect upon me, that I could not hearken to his remon- 
ſtrances, nor be perſuaded of a thing which was how- 
ever but too much matter of fact, as Ito my great miſ- 
fortune ſoon experienced. 


[ imagined that if that pomatum, bs being apply'd, 
to the left eye, had the virtue of ſhewing me al 
treaſures of the earth ; by being apply'd-t to my 1255 i 

might have the power of putting them in my di | 
Poſteſs'd with this thought, I obſtinately 9 der- 
verſe to apply the pomatum to my right eye; but he as 
poſitively refuſed me. Brother, ſaid he, after T have 
done you ſo much ſervice, I cannot reſolve to do you ſo 
great an injury : Conſider with yourlelf, what a misfor- 

tune it is to be deprived of one's eye- ſight, therefore 
don't reduce me to the hard neceſſity of obliging you 
in a thing which you will repent of all your life-time 
_— 

In ſhort, my obſtinacy was ſo prevailing, that 1 aid 
to him, Brother, I earneſtly deſire you to lay aſide all the 
difficulties you ſtart: You have granted me generouſly 
all that I have aſked of you hitherto, and would you 
have me go away unſatisfied at laſt, about a thing of fa 
little coniequence ? For God's lake, grant me this laſt 
favour ; whatever happens, Iwill not lay the blame on 
you, but rake it upon myſelf. 

The derviſe made all the reſiſtance poſſible, but know- 
ing that I was able to force him to do it, he ſaid, Since 
you will abſolutely have me, I will ſatisfy you; and 

thereupon took a little of the pomatum, and apply'd $H 
to my right eye, which I kept ſhut: But, alas! when 
I came to open both my eyes, I could fee nothing, but 
became blind as you ſee me now. _ 

Ah! derviſe, cried I that moment, what you foretold 
me is but too true. Fatal curioſity, added 1, inſatiable 
deſire of riches, into what abyſs of miſeries have you 
caſt me! I am now ſenſible what misfortune I have 
brought upon myſelf; but you, dear brother, cry'd TI, 
addrefling myſelf to the derviſe, who are {o charitable 

and good, examine into the wonderful ſecrets you 


E 2 know, 
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Enow, and ſee if you have not one to reſtore me to my 
: fight again, | | 
Miſerable wretch! anſwer'd the derviſe, if thou 
would*ſt have been adviſed by me, thou would'ſt have 


blindneſs of thy mind was the cauſe of the loſs of thy 

es. It is true, I have ſecrets, and thou in the little 
time I have been with thee, knoweſt I have ; but none 
to reſtore thee to thy ſight. Pray to God, if thou be- 
heveſt there is one; it is he alone that can reſtore it to 
thee. He gave thee riches, of which thou wert un- 
worthy, .and takes them from thee again, and will 
by my hands give them to men not ſo ungrateful 
as thou, | 


Ply : He left me to myſelf, quite confounded, and 
plung'd in inexpreflible grief. After he had gather'd 
my camels, he carried them away, and purſued the road 
to Balſora. % 35 
I defir'd him not to leave me in that miſerable con- 
dition, but to conduct me to the firſt caravan; but he 


of ſight, and all I had in the world, I ſhould have died 
with affliction and hunger, if the next day, a caravan 
returning from Bal ſora, had not received me charitably, 
and carried me to Bagdad. 


and magnificence, tho' not for power, to beggary. I 
had no other way to ſubſiſt, but muſt reſolve to aſk cha- 
rity, which I have done till now. But to expiate my 


that ſhould commiſerate my condition. 


which I ought to incur your indignation, I aſk your 
| pardon once more as your ſlave, and ſubmit to receive 
the chaſtiſement I deſerve. And if you vouchſafe to pro- 


you think it too ſlight and too little for my crime. 


avoided this misfortune, but thou haſt thy deſerts; the 


The derviſe ſaid no more, and I had nothing to re- 


was deaf to my prayers and intreaties. Thus deprived 


Aﬀer this manner I was reduced without remedy, 
from a condition worthy the envy of princes for riches | 


offence againſt God, I enjoin'd myſelf, by way of 
| penance, a box on the ear from every charitable perſon 


This, Commander of the faithful, is the motive which 
ſeem' d ſo ſtrange to your majeſty yeſterday, and for 


nounce any thing on the penance I have impoſed upon 
myſelf, I am ready to undergo it, fince I am perſuaded 
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When the blind man had made an end of his ſtory, 
the caliph ſaid, Baba Abdalla, thy ſin is great; but 
God be praiſed, thou knoweſt both the enormity of that, 
and thy penance. As for the firſt, thou muſt aſk God's 
pardon for it in every prayer thy religion obliges thee 
to ſay every day : and that thou may'ſt not be prevented 
by the care of getting thy living, I'll ſettle a charity on 
thee during thy life, of four ſilver drachmas a day, 
which my grand viſier ſhall give thee ; therefore don't 
go till he has executed my orders. og 

At theſe words, Baba Abdalla proſtrated himſelf be- 
fore the caliph's throne, and riſing up, return'd him 
thanks, and wiſh'd him all happineſs and proſperity. 

The caliph, Haroun Alraſchid, very well ſatisfy'd 
with the ſtory of Baba Abdalla and the derviſe, ad- 
dreſs'd himſelf to the young man who uſed his mare ſo 
ill, and aſked him his name; to which he reply'd, 
Sidi Nonman. | 

Sidi Nonman, then ſaid the cahph, I have ſeen horſes 
exerciſed all my life, and have often exerciſed them my- 
ſelf, but never after ſo barbarousa manner as you yeſter- 
day treated your mare in the open ſquare, to the great 
ſcandal of all the ſpectators, who murmured loudly 
againſt thee. In ſhort, I myſelf was not much leſs diſ- 


pleas d, and had like, contrary to my intention, to have 


diſcovered who I was, to have remedied that diſorder. 
By thy air and behaviour thou doſt not ſeem to be ſo 
barbarous and cruel a man; and therefore I would be- 
lieve that thou hadſt a reaſon for what thou didſt, ſince 


Iam informed that this was not the firſt time, but that 


thou practiſedſt the ſame thing every day: I would know 


what is the cauſe, and ſent for thee for that purpoſe, 


that thou ſhould'ſt tell me the truth, and diſguiſe nothing 
from-me. i 


Sidi Nonman ſoon underſtood what the caliph de- : 


manded of him: The relation was painful to him, he 
_ Changed colour ſeveral times, and could not help ſhew- 
ing how great an embarraſſment he was in. However, 
he muſt reſolve to tell his ſtory ; but before he ſpoke, 


he proſtrated himſelf before the caliph's throne, and af- 
ter he roſe up again endeavoured to ſpeak to ſatisfy the 
caliph, but was ſo confounded, not ſo much at the pre- 
| E 3 ſence 
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ſence of the caliph, but the nature of his relation, that 
he was ſpeechleſs, 

The caliph, notwithſtanding his natural impatience to 
be obey'd, ſhew'd not the leaſt anger at S:di Nonm an's 
ſilence: He ſaw plainly, that he either had not an aſſu- 
trance to ſpeak before him, or was intimidated by the 


tone of his voice; or, in ſhort that he had a mind to 


conceal ſome things. : | OD 

Sidi Nonman, ſaid the caliph, to encourage him, 
don't be daſhed, but tell me thy Rory, as if thou wert 
ſpeaking to thy moſt familiar friend. If there's any 
thing in thy relation which troubles thee, and thou 


think'ſ I may be offended at it, I pardon thee now; 


therefore don't be uneaſy, but ſpeak boldly and freely, 
and diſguiſe nothing. 7x 
Sidi Nonman, encouraged by theſe laſt words of the 


calzph, ſaid, Commander of the faithful, whatever ap- 


prehenſions a man may be under at your majeſty's pre- 
ſence, Iam ſenſible that reſpectful apprehenſion would 
not deprive me of the uſe of my ſpeech, and to fail in 
my obedience to you, in any other matter but this you 
aſk of me, I dare not ſay I am the moſt perfect of men; 
yet I am-not wicked enough to have committed, or to 
have had an intention of committing any thing againſt 
the laws to fear their ſeverity, and yet I cannot tay I am 


exempt from ſin through tgnorance: In this caſe I wou}d 


not depend upon your majeſty's pardon, but will ſub- 
mit myſelf to your juſtice, and receive the puniſhment 
J deſerve, Town, that the treatment of my mare, 
which I have uſed ſome time, and your majeſty was 
witneſs of, is very ſtrange and cruel, and ſets an ill 


example: But I hope you will think the motive well 


grounded, and that I am more worthy of compaſſion 
than chaſtiſement. But nct to keep your majeſty any 


longer in ſuſpenſe by a long preamble, Fl tell you 


my ſtory. ; 


3 The Stery of Sidi Nonman. Ea: 
Ommander of the faithful, ſaid Sidi Nonman, I 
NI ſhall not trouble your majeſty with my birth, which 


29 not Hluſtrious enough to merit your attention. For 


my 
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my fortune, my parents, by their good economy, left 
me enough to live on like an honeſt man, free from am- 
bition, or being a charge to any one. 
With theſe advantages, the only thing that I wanted 
to render my happineſs complete was a loving wife, who 
might partake of them with me; but that was a bleſſing 
0 God not to grant me: On the contrary, it was 
my misfortune to have one, who the next day after our 
wedding began to exerciie my patience in a manner not 
to be conceived by any one that has not had the ſame 
bal; = | 
As it 1s a cuſtom for us to marry without ſceing or 


knowing who we are to marry, your majeſty is ſenſible 


that a huſband has no reaſon tocomplain, when he finds 


that the wife that is made choice of for him, is not hor- 


ribly ugly and deformed, and that her carriage, wit, 
and behaviour correct any ſlight imperfections of the 
body. — 3 TD 
The firſt time J ſaw my wife barefaced after ſhe was 
brought home with the uſual ceremonies to my houſe, I 
rejoiced to find that I had not been 1mpoſed upon in che 
defcription of her perſon, which pl-aſed me, and was 
agreeable to my inclination. | 

The next day after our wedding, when our dinner vas 
ſerved up, which conſiſted of ſeveral diſhes, 1 went into 


the room where the cloth was laid, and not finding my 


wife there, ordered her to be called, who, after ſhe had 


made me wait a lo ig time, at laſt came. I diſſembled 


my impatience, and we ſat down at table, and I began 


to eat rice with a ſpoon as uſual. 


On the other hand, my wife, inſtead of making uſe of 


a ſpoon, pulled a little caſe out of her pocket, and took 
out of it an ear-picker, with which ſhe picked up the rice 
grain NN 1 


Surpriſed at this manner of eating, I ſaid to her, 


Amina, which was her name, are you uſed to eat rice 
ſo in your family, or do you do it becauſe you are a 


little eater, or would you count the grains, that you 
may not eat more at one time than another? If you do 
it out of ſavingneſs, and to learn me not to be extrava- 
gant, you have no reaſon to fear that, and I can aſſure 
you we ſhall not ruin ourſelves that. way, We. have, 
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God be thanked, enough to live at our eaſe, without 
depriving ourſelves of neceſſaries. Don't reſtrain your- 


ſelf, my dear Amina, but eat as you ſee me eat. The 


affable manner in which I made theſe remonſtrances 
might have gained ſome obliging anſwer ; but ſhe, with- 
out ſaying a word, continued to eat after the ſame man- 
ner. At laſt, to make me the more uneaſy, ſhe very 
ſeldom ate a grain of rice ; and inſtead of eating any of 
the other meats with me, ſhe now and then put ſome 
crumbs of bread into her mouth, but not ſo much as a 
ſparrow would have eat. 5 

I was very much provoked at her obſtinacy; but 
yet to excuſe her, I imagined that ſhe had not been 
uſed to eat with men, much more with a huſband, 
before whom ſhe might perhaps have been taught to be 
reſtrained ; but at the ſame time thought ſhe carried 


her ſimplicity too far. I fancied again that ſhe might 


have breakfaſted late, or that ſhe might have a mind to 


eat alone, and more at liberty. Theſe conſiderations 
tevented me from ſaying any more to her then, to ruffle. 


er temper, or to ſhew any ſign of diſſatisfaction. After 
dinner J left her, but not with an air that ſhewed any 
diſpleaſure, | 


At night, at ſupper, the did the ſame thing, and the 


next day, and every time we ate together, behaved her- 


ſelf after the ſame manner. I knew it was impoſſible 
for a woman to live on ſo little victuals, and that there 
was ſome myſtery in it, which I did not underſtand, This 


made me re{olve to diſſemble; I ſeemed to take no no- 
tice of her actions, in hopes that time would bring her 


to live with me as I defired ſhe ſhould. But my hopes 


were in vain, and it was not long beforel was convinced 


they were ſo, 


One night, when Amina thought me faſt aſleep, ſhe 
got out of bed ſoftly, dreſs'd herſelf with great pre- 


caution, not to make a noiſe for fear of waking me. 


I could not comprehend what her defign was, bu 


curioſity made me feign a ſound ſleep, and as ſoon 


as ſhe had dreſſed herſelf, ſhe crept ſoftly out of the 


TOOM . 


When her back was turned, I got up, threw my 
gown over my ſhoulders, and had time enough to ſee 


her, 


* 
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her, by a window that looked into my court-yard, ga 
out at the ſtreet-door, 7 | 
I ran preſently down to the door, which ſhe left half 
open, and followed her by moon-light, till ſhe went into 
a burying-ground juſt by our houſe, I got to the end of 
the wall, taking care not to be ſeen, and looked over, 
and ſaw Amina with a goule. | | 
Your majeſty knows that the goules of both ſexes are 
5 wandering dæmons, which generally infeſt old buildings; 
Q from whence, they ruſh, but by ſurpriſe, on you at 
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fl paſs by, kill them, and eat their fleſh ; and for want of 
0 prey, will ſometimes go in the night into burying- 
grounds, and feed upon dead bodies that have been bu- 

: ried there, — 
| I was in a terrible ſurpriſe to ſee my wife with this 
< jaunt They dug up a dead body which had been buried 

: but that day, and the goule cut the fleſh into ſeveral 

| pieces, and they ate together by the grave- ſide, where 

f they entertained each other very quietly during their ſo 
cruel and inhuman repaſt. But I was ſo far off, that it 


was impoſſible for me to hear their diſcourſe, which to be 
ſure was as ſtrange as their repaſt, the remembrance of 
which makes me now ſhudder. 9 
When they had made an end of this horrible feaſt, 
they threw the dead body into the grave again, and 
filled it up with the earth they had dug out. While they 
were doing that, I made haſte home, and leaving the 
door as] found it, went into my chamber, and to bed 
again, where I pretended to be faſt aſleep. ws 
Soon afterwards Amina came, undreſſed herſelf with- 
out the leaſt noiſe, and came to bed again with all the 
joy imaginable, that ſhe had ſucceeded fo well without 
| being diſcovered, 3 3 
J My mind was ſo full of the idea of ſo barbarous and 
> abcminablean action, that I had a great reluctancy to 
> he by a perſon who was guilty of it, and was a long 
time before I could fall aſleep again. However, I got a 
* ſhort nap; but waked at the 1 call to public pray ers 
At day- break, got up, dreſſed myſelf, and went to the 
3 moſque. ER | wy „ 
3 After prayers I went out of the town, and ſpent the 
morning in walking in the gardens, to think wh... J 
4 | 5 | „ ſhould. 
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fhould do to oblige my wife to change her manner of 
life : I rejected all the violent meaſares that came into 
my thoughts, and I reſolved to ufe all gentle means to 
eure that unhappy inclination of hers : And theſe thoughts 
brought me inſenſibly home by dinner-time. 
As fooh as Amina ſaw me come in, ſhe ordered dinner 
to be ſerved up; and as I ſaw ſhe perſiſted in the ſame 
manner of eating, I ſaid to her with all the moderation 
ofible, You know, Amina, what reaſon I have to be 


urpriſed, when the next day after our marriage, I faw | 


you eat rice in fo {mall a quantity, and odd manner, as 
would have made any other kvſband but meangry: You 
Know alſo, I only acquainted you that I was uneaſy at 
it, and deſired you to eat of the other meats, which 1 or- 
dered to be dreſſed ſeveral ways to know your taſte, and 


which you liked beſt, and I am ſure my table did not 


want for variety. Beſides, all my remonſtrances have 
had no effect upon you, and you perſiſt in your old way: 
I have never conſtrained you, and ſhould be ſorry now 
to ſay any thing to make you uneaſy ; but tell me, 


Amina, I conjure thee, are not the meats ſerved up at 


my table better than dead tleth ? 


I had no ſooner pronounced theſe laſt words, but 


Amina, who knew that I had watched her that night, 
flew into a rage beyond imagination, Her face was as 


red as ſcailet, her eyes ready to fart out of her head, and 


| ſhe foamed again with paſſion. 
The terrible condition I faw her in, frighted me fo 


much, that 1 ſtood as motionleſs as a ſtock or ſtone, and 


was not able to defend myiclt againſt the t orrible wick- 
edneſs ſhe meditated agaiuſt me, and which will ſurpriſe 


your majeſty. In the viol nce of her paſſi n ſhe dipp'd | 


her hand into a baſon of water which ſtood juſt by her, 


and muttering ſome wards between her tecth, which 


I could not heat, ſhe threw ſome water in my 
Face, and {aid to me in a fur ous tone, Wretch, 


receive the puniſhment of thy cutiofity, and become 


à dog. 


No ſo“ ner had Amina, whom I knew not to be a 


ſorcereis till the, pronounced theſe diabolical words, 
but I was imm dis tely changed into a dog. My amaze- 
ment and ſurpriſe at ſo ſudden and unexpected a change, 


prevented 
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prevented my thinking at firſt of providing for m 
ſafety, till ſhe took up a great ſtick to beat me, wick 
which ſhe laid on ſuch heavy blows, as were enough to 
kill me. I thought to have eſcaped her rage, by run- 
ning into the yard; but ſhe carfged me with the ſame 
fury, and notwithſtanding all my activity, I could not 
þ avoid her blows. At laf, when ſhe was tired of beat- 
ing me, and in deſpair that ſhe had not killed me, as 
ihne deſired, ſhe thought of a new way to doit: She 
} half opened the ſtreet door, that ſhe might-ſqueeze me 
f to death between that and the wall. I was preſently 
; ſenſible of her pernicious deſign, and as preſent danger 
inſpires a preſence of mind, 1 looked her earneſtly in 
the face, and took my opportunity ſo well, that I paſſed 
through quick enough to iave my life, though ſhe pinched 

the end of my tail. 5 ng 
Tbe pain I felt made me cry out and howl as I ran 
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| along the ſtreets, which brought all the dogs aboutupon, 
3 me, and I got bit by ſeveral of them; but to avoid t eit 
; purſuit, I ran into the ſhop of a tripe-man, where I 


ſaved myfelf. | 
The tripe-man at firſt took my part with a great 
zal of compaſſion, by driving away the dogs that fol- 
lowed me, and would have worried me in his houſe. 
My firſt care was to run into the firſt hole I met with to 
hide myſelf; but I was deceived in the ſanctuary and 
| protection I hoped for; my hoſt was one of thole ex- 
4 travagantly {uper{titious perſons, who think dogs un- 
: clean creatures, and if by chance one happen to touch 
them in the itreets, cannot uſe ſoap and water enough 
to waſh the.rgarments clean. After the dogs who chaſed .. 
mae ſo far, were all difperſed and gone, he did all he 
could to drive me out of his houſe that day; but I was - 
hid, and out of his reach, and ſpent that night in his 
>  fhop in ſpite of his teeth; and indeed I ſtood in need 
> of reſt to recover Amina's ill treatment, 52 
But not to weary your ma eſty with trifling circum- 
ſtances, 1 ſhall not particularize the melancholy reflec- 
tions I made on my metamorphoſis ; but only tell you, 
that my hoſt going out the next morning to lay in a 
> Afeock of ſheep's heads, trotters, &c. when he returned, 
: he opened his ſhop, and while he was laying out his 
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goods, I crept out of my hole, and got among ſome 
other dogs of the neighbourhood, who had followed my 


hoſt by the ſcent of his meat, and ſurrounded the ſhop, 
in expeQation of having ſome thrown to them 

My hoſt obſerving me among them in a begging poſ- 
ture, and conſidering that I had ſtole nothin while I 
lay in the ſhop, diſtinguiſhed me from the reſt, by throw- 
ing me larger pieces of meat, and oftener than the other 
dogs. After he had given me as much as he thought 


fit, I looked at him earneſtly, wagged my tail, and all 


to ſhew him I begged to come into the ſhop again. 
But he was inflexible, and oppoſed my entrance with a 


ſtick in his hand, ſo that I was forced to go and ſeek a 
new habitation 
Some houſes farther I ſtopped at a baker's ſhop, who 


was of a merry gay temper, quite the reverſe of the 
tripe-man, who was eaten up with melancholy. The 


baker was then at breakfaſt, and though I made no ſign 
that I aſked for any thing, he threw me a bit of bread, 
| Inftead of catching it up greedily, as moſt dogs do, I 


looked him up firſt in the face, and wagged my tail to 
ſhew my acknowl-dgment ; at which he was mightily 
leaſed, and ſmiled. Afterwards, though I was not 
ungry, I ate the piece of bread, and he let me come 
into the ſhop. I turned myſelf about to the ſtreet, to 


ſhew him I only then wanted his protection; which he 
not only granted, but by his careſſes aſſured me of, and 
ſhewed me a place where to lie, which I took poſſeſſion 
of, and kept while I lived with him. 


Whenever he breakfaſted, dined, or ſupped, I had al- 


ways my ſhare of proviſions; and, for my own part, I 
loved him, and was as faithful as gratitude required of 
me. I always had my eyes upon him, and he ſcarce 


ſtirred out of doors, but I was at his heels. I was the 


more exact, becaule I perceived my diligence pleaſed 
him ; tor whenever he went out, if I did not fee him, he 
would call Chance, which was the name he gave me. 
At this name I would jump and fly, and run round and 
round him, and never ceaſe fawning on him, till he went 


out; and then I always either followed him, or ran be- 
fore him, oiten ſtaring him in the face, to ſhew my joy. 
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I had lived ſome time with this baker, when a wo- 
man came one day into the ſhop to buy ſome bread, 
| and giving my maſter a bad piece of money among 
j | ſome good, and he perceiving it, returned it back again, 
; and aſked for another, 
The woman refuſed to take it-again, and affirmed it 
to be good. The baker maintained the contrary, and 
told the woman that the piece of money was ſo viſibly 
falſe, that his dog could diſtinguiſh it; upon which he 
called Chance, Chance, and I jumped immediately on ; OM 
the counter, and the baker throwing the money down " 1k 
before me, ſaid, See, and tell me which of theſe pieces 
is bad? I looked over all the pieces of money, and then 
ſet my paw upon that which was bad, ſeparated it from 


the reſt, and afterwards ſtared my maſter in the face, to 
ſhew him what I had done. 
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1 The baker, who never in the leaſt thought of my 

3 itching upon the bad money, but only called me to 

1 1 the woman, was very much ſurpriſed. The i 
1 2 woman had nothing to ſay for herſelf, but changed the Wi 


money, and gave another piece in the ſtead of the bad 
'one; and as ſoon as ſhe was gone, my maſter called in 
ſome neighbours, and exaggerated very much upon my 
capacity, telling them what had . Ae 5 
The neighbours all deſired to make the experiment, 
and of all the bad money they ſhewed me, mixed with 
good, I did not miſs one piece, but ſeparated the bad 
money from the good, 
The woman for her part was ſure to tell every body 
; | ſhe met of my ſenſe, and what had happened; inſo- 
1 much that the fame of my great capacity in diſtinguiſh- 
|: ing good money from bad, was not only ſpread through. 


| 5 out the neighbourhood, but over all that part of the town, 
1 and inſenſibly through the whole city. | : 
4 I had buſineſs enough every day, for I was obliged 


to ſhew my ſkill to all cuſtomers that came to buy 
bread of my maſter. In ſhort, my reputation procured 
my maſter more buſineſs than he could mattage, and 
4 brought him cuſtomers from the moſt diſtant parts of 
the town; and this run of buſineſs laſted fo long, that 
my maſter owned to his neighbours that I was a treaſure 


to him. . 
A great 
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A great many people envied my maſter's good for- 


tune, and laid a great many ſnar:s and traps to ſteal 


me away, which obliged him always to keep me in his 


fight. One day a woman came out of curioſity to buy 
ſome bread, and ſeeing me fit upon the counter, threw 
down among fix pieces of money one that was bad; 
I feparared it preſently from the good, and ſetting my 


paw upon it, looked in the woman's face, as much as 


to ſay, Is it not ſo? Upon which the woman r-ply'd, 
. Yes, thou art in the right of it, 'tis bad: and ſtayin 

ſome time in the ſhop to look at and admire me, at lat 
paid my maſter for his bread, and when ſhe went out of 


the ſhop, made a ſign, unknown to him, for me to 


follow her. gs, 

I was always attentive to any means to deliver myſelf 
out of fo ſtrange a metamorphoſis, and had obſerved that 
the woman examined me with an extraoidinary atten- 
tion, and imagined that ſhe might know ſomething of 


my misfortune : However, I let her go, but all the 


time kept my eyes fixed on her. Then walking two or 


three ſteps, ſhe turned about, and ſeeing that I only 


looked at her, without ſtirring out of my place, ſhe 
made me another ſign to follow her, 

Without deliberating any longer, and obſerving that 
my maſter the baker was buſy cleaning bran, and did 
not mind me, I jumped off the counter, and followed tice 
woman, who ſeemed overjoyed, mn, 

After 1 had gone ſome way, ſhe ſtopped at a houſe, 
opened the door, and holding it in her hand, called to 
me to come in, ſaying, Thou wilt not repent thy fol- 
lowing me, When I had got in, ſhe ſnut the door, 
and carried me into a chamber, where I ſaw a young 
beautiful lady working embroidery, This lady, wo 
was the charitable woman's daughter, who had brought 
me from the baker's, was a very ſcilful magician, as I 
found afterwards. 1 

Daughter, ſaid the mother, I have brought you the 
famous baker's dog, that can tell good money from bad : 
You know that I gave you my thoughts on that matter 
when firſt I heard of him, and told you, | fancied he 
was a man changed into a dog. To- day I bethonght 
myſelf of going to buy ſome bread of that baker, and 
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was myſelf a witneſs of the wonders performed by this 61 


dog, which has made ſuch a noiſe in Bagdad. Now 
elf me, daughter, am 1 deceived in my conjecture? No, 
mother, you are not, anſwered the daughter, and Pl 
make it appear fo. ERS n 
The young lady immediately got up, put her hand 
into a baſon of water which ſtood by her, and throw- 
ing ſome upon me, faid, It thou art a dog, rem n fo, 
dut if thou wert born a man, reſume thy former ſhape, 
by the virtue of this water. At that inſtant the enchant- 
ment was broke, and I became a man as before. | 
Penetrated with an acknowledgment ofthe great kind- 
neſs, I threw myſelf at my deliverer's feet; and after I 
had kiffed the hem of her garment, I ſaid, My dear de- 
liverer, 1 am fo ſenſible of your exceeding and unparal- 
teled goodneſs towards a ſtranger, as I am, that I beg 
: of you to tell me yourſelf what I ſhall do to ſhew my 
! gratitude ; or rather diſpoſe of me fs a ſlave, to whom 
: you have a juſt right, ſince I am entirely yours: And 
that you may know who J am, I'II te.] you my ſtory in 
as few words as poſhble, 5 | 
After I had told her who J was, I gave her an ac- 
count of my marriage with Amina, of the complaiſance 
I ſhewed her, my patience in bearing her extraordinary 
behaviour, and the indignity with which ſhe uſed me, 
and finiſhed my ſtory with my transformation, and 
thanking her mother for the inexpreſſible happineſs ſhe 
had procured me. Es E 
Sidi Nonman, ſaid the daughter to me, let's not 
talk of the obligations, it is enough, to me, that J 
have done any ſervice to ſo honeſt a man as you are; 
but let us talk a little of Amina your wife, with whom 
I was acquainted before your marriage; and as I know 
her to be a magician, ſhe is ſenſible that I underſtand 
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> _. thatart as well as herſelf, ſince we had both the ſame 

= miſtreſs, We often meet at the baths, but as our tem- 

; pers are different, I avoid all opportunities of contract- 

3 ing an intimacy with her, as ſhe does the ſame by 
E me. I am not at all ſurpriſed at her wickedneſs; but 


what I have already done for you is not ſufficient, tor I 
will compleat what I have begun, and you ſhall puniſh 
her as ſhe deſerves, by going home again, and afluming 
25 | the 
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the authority which belongs to you. Entertain and 


divert yourſelf a little with my mother, while I go and 
conſult the proper means: I'll come to you ſoon 


My delivereſs went into a cloſet, and while the was 
there, I expreſſed the ſenſe of my obligation to the 
mother as well as daughter, who ſaid to me, You ſee 


my de ghter has as great knowledge in the magick art 


as Amina; but makes ſo good a uſe of it, that you 
would be ſurpriſed to know the good ſhe has done, and 
daily does with it; and that induces me to let her prac- 


tiſe it; for I ſhould not permit her, was ſhe to make an 
ill uſe of it. 
Then the mother began to relate ſome of the wonders 


ſhe had kno vn her to do. When ſhe came into the 
room again, with a little bottle in her hand, Sidi Non- 


man, ſaid ſhe, my books, which I have been conſulting, 
tell me that Amina is now abroad, but will be at home 


preſently. They alſo inform me, ſhe pretended before 
your ſervants to be very uneaſy at your abſence, and 
wade them believe that at dinner you remembered an 
affair which obliged you to go away immediately ; and 
that as you went Out, you left the door open, and a dog 


came in as far as the hall, where ſhe was at dinner, and 


ſhe beat him out with a great ſt.ck, _ | 
Take this little bottle and go home immediately, 


— 


and wait in your own chamber till ſhe comes in. 
As ſoon as ſhe comes home, run down into the yard, 


and meet her full but. In her ſurpriſe to ſee you re- 


turn ſo unexpectedly, ſhe will turn her back to run 


away ; then be ſure to have the bottle ready, and throw 
ſome of the liquor it contains upon her, pronouncing at 


the ſame time theſe words boldly : Receive the chaſtiſe- 
ment of thy wickedneis. I will tell you no more, you 
will fee the effect. | | 


Aſter theſe words I took my leave of my benefactreſs 


and her mother, with all the teſtimonies of a perfect 


acknowledgment, and a fincere proteſtaition never to 
forget the obligation I had to them, and then went 
home. 5 | . 

All things happened as the young magician foretold; 


Amina was not long before ſhe came home ; As ſhe 


came 
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came up the yard, I went and met her with the water 
in my hand; as ſoon as ſhe ſaw me, ſhe ſhriek'd out; 
and as ſhe turned about to run to the door, I threw the 
liquor upon her, and pronouncing the words which the 
young magician taught me, ſhe was preſently changed 
into the ſame mare which your majeſty ſaw me upon 
yeſterday. 5 
At that inſtant, in the ſurpriſe ſhe was in, I ſeized 
her by the mane, and notwithſtanding her reſiſtance, 
led her into the ſtable, where I put an halter upon her 
head, and when J had tied her to the rack, I chaſtiſed 
her with a whip till I was tired, reproaching her all 
the time with her baſeneſs, and puniſhed her every day 
ſince, after the ſame manner. I hope, commander of 
the faithful, coutinued Sidi Nonman, making an end 
of his ſtory, your majeſty will not diſapprove of my 
conduct, and you will think I have ſhewn ſo wicked 
and pernicious a woman more indulgence than ſhe 
deſerved. - x 1 , | 
When the caliph found that Sidi Nonman had no more 
to ſay, he ſaid to him, Thy ſtory is very fingular, and 
the wickedneſs of thy wife inexcuſable; therefore I do 
not abſolutelycondemn the chaſtiſement thou haſt hither- 
to given her, but would have thee conſider how great a 
puniſhment it is to be reducedinto the number of beaſts, 
and I wiſh thou wouldſt be content with that chaſtiſement. 
Beſides, I would order thee to go and addreſs thyſelf to 
the young magician, to wave theenchantment and meta- 
morphoſis, but that I know the obſtinacy and incorrigi- 
ble cruelty of magicians who abuſe their art; and was not 
Il apprehenſive that the ſecond effect of thy wife's revenge 
would be more violent than the firſt. Vf. 
1 The caliph, who was naturally mild, and compaſ- 
4 ſionate of all ſufferers, after he had declared his mind to 
f Sidi Nonman, addreſſed himſelf to the third perſon the 
? E viſier Giafar had ſummoned to attend him. Cogia 
HFaſſan, ſaid he, paſſing yeſterday by thy houſe, it 
ſeemed ſo magnificent, that I had a curioſity to know 
whom it belonged to, and was told that thou, whoſe 
trade is ſo mean that a man can ſcarce get his bread by 
it, haſt built it after thou hadſt followed it ſome years, 
I was likewiſe informed that thou makeſt a good wo 
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ſpeak well of thee. 

All this pleaſes me. well, added the caliph, and I am 
perſuaded that the means by which heaven has beſtowed 
theſe gifts on thee, have been very extraordinary. Iam 
curious to know them from thy own mouth, and ſent 
for thee on purpoſe to have that ſatisfaction. Speak 
ſincerely, that when I know thy ſtory, I may rejoice in 
thy good fortune. 

But that thou may'ſt not ſuſpect my curioſity, and 


believe I have any intereſt in what thou ſhalt tell me, 


J declare, that far from having any pretenſions, I 
give thee my word, thou ſhalt enjoy freely all thou 
haſt got. | | 

On theſe aſſurances of the caliph, Cogia Haſſan pro- 
ſtrated himſelf before his throne, with his forehead down 
to the tapeſtry, and when he roſe up again, faid, Com- 
mander of the faithful, any other perſon but myſelf 


might have been concerned to have been ſummoned to 


appear before your majeſty; but knowing that my con- 


ſcience was clear, and that I had committed nothing 
_ againſt the laws nor your majeſty, but, on the contrary, 


had always the moſt reſpectful ſentiments, and the pro- 
foundeſt veneration for your perſon, my only fear was, 
I ſhould not be able to ſupport the luſtre of your throne, 


our 
ſubjects, I took courage, and never doubted but I ſhould 


have confidence enough to give you all the ſatisfaction 


you ſhould require of me. Beſides, your majeſty has 


given me a proof of your goodneſs, by granting me 


our protection before you know whether I deſerve it. 
ee I hope I ſhall maintain the advantageous 


ſentiments you have of me, when, in obedince to your 


command, I ſhall relate my adventures. 
_  Aﬀeer this ſmall compliment, to obtain the caliph's 


good will and attention, and after ſome moments to 
recolle& himſelf in his memory, Cogia Haſſan reſumed 
dis diſcourſe in the following manner, | | 
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Tte Story of Cogia Haſſan Alhabbal. 


Ommander of the faithful, ſaid Cogia Haſſan, that 
you majeſty may the better underſtand by what 
means I arrived at the happineſs I now enjoy, I ought 
to acquaint you, there are two intimate friends, citizens 
of Bagdad, now alive, who can teſtiſy the truth of what 
Peel you, and to whom, after God, the firſt author 
of all good, I owe my proſperity. | 
Theſe two friends are called, the one Saadi, the other 
Saad, Saadi, who is very rich, was always of op1- 
nion, that no man could be happy in this world with- 
out great riches, to live free from a dependance on 
any one. Ra, 1 
Saad was of another opinion; he agreed that riches 
were neceſſary in life, but maintained that the happineſs 
of a man's life conſiſted in virtue, and no farther at- 
tachment to worldly goods than what were neceſſary in 
life, and to do good withal. _ 
Saad himſelf is one of the number, and lives very 
happily and contented in his ſtation ; and though Saadi 
is infinitely more rich, their friendſhip is very ſincere, 


and the richeſt values himſelf no more than the other, 


They never had any other diſpute but on this point; in 
all other things their union is very ſtrict, 

On day as they were talking upon this ſubject, as 1 
have ſince been informed by them both, Saadi affirmed, 
that poverty proceeded from mens being born poor, or 
their ſpending their fortunes in luxury and debaucheries. 
My opinion is, ſaid he, that moſt people's poverty 1s 
owing to their wanting at firſt a ſufficient ſum of money 


to employ their induſtry with, and by that means increaſe 


it: For, ſaid he, if they once had ſuch a ſum, and made 
a right uſe of it, they would not only live well, but 
would infallibly grow rich in time. . | 
Saad could not come into his ſentiments ; The way, 
laid he, which you propoſe to make a poor man rich, is 
not ſo certain as you imagine. What you propoſe is 
very hazardous, and I can bring many good arguments 


againſt your opinion, but that they will carry us too far. 


believe, and with as much probability on my fide, 
Sh ne gp * 
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that a man may become tich by other means as well as 


money: And chere are people who have raiſed as | tom 
and ſurpriſing fortunes by mere chance, as others have 


done with great beginnings, and good œconomy and 


management in buſineſs. | 
Saad, reply'd Saadi, I fee we ſhall not come to any 
determination by my oppoſing my opinion againſt yours; 
but I'll make an experiment to convince you, by giving, 
fer example, a ſum of money to ſome artiſan, whole 
generation has always been poor. If I have not the ſuc- 
_ ceſs I expect, you ſhall try if you will have better by the 

means you ſhall uſe. 
Some days after this diſpute, theſe two friends hap- 
pened to walk out together, and paſſing through the 
ſtreet where I was at work in my ſtall, at my trade of 
rope-making, which I learnt of my father, who Jearnt 


of his, and he of his anceſtors before; and by my dreſs 


and equipage, it was no hard matter for them to gueſs 
at my poverty. 

Saad remembering Saadi's engagement, ſaid, If you 
have not forgot what you ſaid to me, there's a man, 


happy. to me, who I can remember a long time work- 


ng at his trade of rope-making, and in the ſame pover- 


ty: He is a worthy ſubje& for your liberality, and a 
proper perſon for you to make your experiment upon. 
f remember it ſo well, reply'd Saadi, that I have ever 
fince carried a ſufficient ſum about me to do it, but only 
waited for an opportunity of our being together, that you 
might be a witneſs of the fact. Let us go to him, and 
know if he is really neceflitous, 
The two friends came to me, and I, ſeeing that they 
had a mind to ſpeak to me, left off work: ' hey both 
accoſted me with a common ſalute, and Saadi taking 
upon him to ſpeak, aſk'd me my name. | 


I returned their ſalute, and anſwer'd Saadi's queſtion, 
ine to him, Sir, my name is Haſſan; but by reaſon 


my trade, I am commonly known but the name of 

HFaſſan Alhabbal. 8 
Haſſan, reply'd Saadi, as there's no trade but what a 
man may live by, I don't doubt but you may get 
enough to live well; and I am amazed, that the long 
time you have work'd at your trade, you have not ſaved 
enough 
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enough to lay in a good ſtock of hemp to employ more 


hands, by the profit of whoſe work you would ſoon in- 


creaſe. 

Sir, reply'd I, you will be no longer amazed I have 
not ſaved money, and taken the way to be rich, when 
you come to know, that, let me work as hard as I can 
from morning till night, I can hardly get enough to 
keep my family in bread and pulſe. I have a wife and 
five children, and not one of them old enough to do 
any thing; I muſt keep them and cloathe them, and in 
our poor way of living, they ſtill want a thouſand ne- 
ceſſaries, which they are forced to $0 without, And 
though hemp is not very dear, the firſt thing I do with 
any money I receive, is, to lay by one part to lay in my 


ſmall ſtock; otherwiſe, if I ſhould negle& to do ſo, I 


and my family ſhould ſtarve. 

Now judge, fir, added I, if it is poſſible that I ſhould 
fave any thing for myſelf and family: It is enough that 
we are content with the little God ſends us, and that we 


have not the knowledge nor deſire of what we want, but 


live as we have been always bred up, and are not 1e- 
duced to beg charity. „ © 
When I had given Saadi this account, he ſaid to me, 
Il am not ſo much ſurpriſed as I was, and I comprehend 
what obliges you to be content in your ſtation, But it 
] ſhould make you a preſent of a purſe of two hundred 


pieces of gold, would not you make a good uſe of it? 
And don't you believe, that with ſuch a ſum you 


could become ſoon as rich as the principal of your 

Sir, reply'd I, you ſeem to be fo civil and honeſt a 
gentleman, that I am perſuaded you would not make a 
port of me, but that the offer you make me is ſerious ; 
and I dare ſay, without preſuming too much upon my- 


ſelf, that a ſum much leſs would be enough to make me 
not only as rich as the principal of our profeſſion, but in 


time I ſhould be richer than them all of this city toge- 


ther, though Bagdad is ſo large and populous. 
Ihe generous Saadi ſhewed me immediately that what 
he ſaid was ſerious: He pulled a purſe out of his boſom, 


and putting it into my hands, ſaid, Here take this purſe, 
you'll find it contains two hundred pieces of gold: I 
| | | pray 
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118 ARABIAN NicurTs 
pray God bleſs you with them, and give you grace to 


make the good uſe of them I deſire; and believe me, 


i qe Saad, whom you ſee here, and I, ſhall both 


take a great deal of pleaſure to find they may contri- 


bute towards making you more happy than you now 
are, 
When I, commander of the faithful, had got the 
urſe, the firſt thing I did was to put it into my boſom; 
3 the tranſport of my joy was fo great, and I was ſo 
much penetrated with acknowledgment, that my ſpeech 
failed me, and I could give my benefactor no other 
tokens of my gratitude, but to catch hold of his garment 
and kiſs it, which he drew from me, and he and his friend 


retired to purſue their walk. 


As ſoon as they were gone, [I returned to my work 


again, but could not think what I ſhould do with my 


purſe to keep it ſafe. I had neither box nor cupboard 
At home to lock it up in, and could not be ſure it would 
not be diſcovered if I hid it. 8 | 

In this perplexity, as I had been uſed, as a great 
many poor people are, to put the little money I had in 
the foldings of my turban, I left my work, and went 
into the houſe under a pretext of wrapping my turban 
up a-new, and took ſuch precautions that neither my 
wife nor children ſaw what I was doing, But firſt [ 
laid apart ten pieces for preſent neceſſaries, and wrapt the 


reſt up in the foldings of the linen which went about my 
cap. 5 | 


The next thing I did that day, was to lay in a good 


_ proviſion of hemp, and afterwards, as my family had 


eat no fleſh-meat a long time, 1 went to the ſhambles, 
and bought 0 Tor ſupper. . 
As J was carrying t! 


taken away my meat, if I had not held it very faſt ; but, 


alas! I had better parted with it than loſt my money; 


the faſter I held my meat the more the bird ſtruggled, 
drawing me ſometimes on one fide, and ſometimes on 
another; but would not quit the prize, till unfortunately 
by my making a ſudden effort, my turban fell on the 


ground, 


e meat I had bought home in my | 
hand, a famiſhed kite flew upon me, and would have 


The 


BY — 


. 


excuſe. : | 
While the remainder of the ten pieces laſted, my 
little family and I lived the better for it; but I ſoon fell 
again into the ſame poverty. However, I never mur- 
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The kite immediately let go his hold, and ſeized up- 
on my turban before I could gather it up, and flew 


away with it. I cry'd out ſo loud, that I almoſt frigh- 
ten'd all the men, women, and children in the neigh- 


| bourhood, who join'd their ſhouts and halloos to wake 


the kite quit his prize; for by that means theſe ſort of 
voracious birds are often frighten'd; and quit their prey, 
But it fell out otherwiſe in this caſe ; for this kite 
carried off my turban, and we ſoon loſt ſight of him, 


and it was in vain for me to fatigue myſelf to run after 


him. | 


l went home very melancholy at the loſs of my tur- 


ban and money : And what would diminiſh the ſmall 
remainder of the ten pieces, for L had laid out a deal in 
hemp, I was obliged to buy a new turban, Thus all my 


great hopes were quaſh'd, _ 
But that which troubled me moſt, was the little ſatis- 


faction I ſhould be able to pre my benefactor for his 
ill- placed generoſity, who, when he ſhould come to hear 


what a mis:ortune I had had, would perhaps look upon 
my ſtory to be incredible, and by conſequence an 1dle 


mur'd nor repin'd; God, ſaid I, was pleaſed to give me 
riches when I leaſt expected them, and has thought fit to 
take them from me again: yet [ll praiſe his name for all 


the benefits L have received, and ſubmit myſelf entirely 


to his will. EY EY, 
The!e were my ſentiments, while my wife, from 


whom | could not keep ſecret the loſs I had ſuſtained, 


was inconſolable. But yet I was ſo prudent in all m 


trouble as not to tell my neighbours, that when Iloſt my 
turban I loſt an hundred and ninety pieces of gold, 
which if I had done, as they knew my poverty, and 


could not comptehend how I ſhould have got fo great 
a ſum by my work, they would only bave laughed at 


me. 


About ſix months after this my misfortune, which I 


have related to your majeſty, the two friends walking 


through that part of the town where I lived, the neign- 
on bourhoud 
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bourhood put Saad in mind of me. We are now, 
ſaid he to Saadi, not far from the ſtreet where Haſſan 
Alhabbal lives; let's call and ſee what uſe he made of 
the two hundred pieces of gold you gave him, and what 
ſteps he has made towards the bettering of his for- 
tune. | 
With all my heart, reply'd Saadi, I have been think- 

ing of it ſome days, and it will be a greater pleaſure 
and ſatisfaction to me, to have you with me: you 
will ſee a great alteration ; we ſhall hardly know him 
aan. „„ 

"Juſt as Saadi ſaid all this, theſe two friends turned 


the corner of the ſtreet, and Saad, who perceived me 


firſt at a diſtance, ſaid to his friend, I believe you reckon 
without your hoſt. I ſee Haſſan Alhabbal, but can 
diſcern no change in his perſon, for he is as ill dreſs'd 


as when we ſaw him before; the only difference that I 


can perceive, his turban looks ſomething better. Ob- 


ſerve him yourſelf, and ſee whether I am in the rightor 


wrong. 3 8 £2 
As they drew nigher to me, Saadi ſaw me too, and 
found Saad was in the right, but could not tell to what 


he ſhould attribute the little alteration he ſaw in my per- 


ſon; and was ſo much amazed, that he could not ſpeak 


when he came up to me. Well, Haſſan, ſaid Saad, we 


don't aſk you how affairs go ſince we faw you laſt; 
without doubt they carry a better face, N 
Gentlemen, reply'd I, addreſſing myſelf to them 

both, I have the great mortification to tell you, that 
your deſires, wiſhes, and hopes, as well as mine, have 


not had the ſucceſs you ought to expect, ard I promiſed 
myſelf: you will ſcarce believe the extraordinary ad- 


venture that has befallen me. I aſſure you nevertheleſs, 


on the word of an honeſt man, and you ought to believe 


me, for nothing is more true than what I am going to 
tell you. Then I related to them my adventures, 


with the circumſtances I had the honour to tell your 


mazjelty. 8 3 | 
Saadi rejected my diſcourſe, and ſaid, Haſſan, you 


joke with me, and would deceive me; for what you ſay 


is a thing incredible. What have kites to do with tur- 
bans, they only ſearch for ſomething to ſatisfy their 
1 e hunger 
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hunger? You have done as molt ſuch fort of people as 


you are generally do, If they have made any extraor- 
dinary gain, or any good fortune happens to them, which 
they never expected, they throw aſide their work, and 
divert themſelves, and make merry, while the money 
laſts ; and when they have ate and drank it all out, are 
reduced to the ſame neceſſity as before, You would not 


be ſo miſerable, but becauſe you deſerve it, and render 


yourſelf unworthy of any good action done to you. 


Sir, reply'd I, I bear all theſe reproaches, and am 


ready to bear as many more, if they were more ſevere, 
and all with the more patience, becauſe I do not think 
I deſerve them. The thing is publickly known in this 
part of the town, and there's nobody ſcarce but what 
can ſatisfy you of the truth on't, if requir' d; and you 
will find that I don't impoſe upon you. I own, I never 


heard talk of kites flying away with turbans; but this 
is a thing that has happened, as a great many others do, 
which though they don't fall out every day, are not the 


leſs probable. 


Saad took my part, and told Saadi a great many as 
ſurpriſing ſtories of kites, ſome of which he affirmed he 


| knew to be true, inſomuch that at lait he pulled his purſe 


aut of his boſom, counted out two hundred pieces of 


gold into my hand, which I put into my boſom for want 


of a purſe. 


"When Sandi add alt me out that fam he fulltome. 


T make you a preſent of theſe two hundred pieces; but 


take care to put them in a ſafer place, that you may 
not loſe them ſo unfortunately as you have done the 


others, I told him that the obligation of this his ſecond 


| kindneſs was much greater than I deſerved, after what 


had happened, and that I ſhould be ſure to make a good 


uſe of his advice. I would have ſaid a great deal more, 


but he would not permit me, but went away with ht 
friend to make an end of their walk. | 


As ſoon as they were gone, I .-.t off work, and went 


home, and finding neither my wife nor children within, 


I pulFd out my money, put ten pieces by, and wrapt 


up the reſt in a clean linen cloth; but then I was to 
conſider where I ſhould hide this linen cloth; that it 


might be ſafe. After J had conſider'd ſome time, I be- 
Vo L. IV. | ; F 
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122 ARABIAN NIGHTS 

thought myſelf of laying it at the bottom of a great 
earthen veſfel, which Rood full of bran in a corner, 
where I imagined that neither my wife nor children 
would look into. My wife came home ſoon after, and 
as I had but a very little hemp in the houſe, I went out 
to buy ſome. 

- While I was out, a ſandman, who ſells ſcouring ſand, 
which women uſe to clean the baths with, paſſed through 
our ſtreet, and called, Any ſand ho! My wife, who 
wanted ſome, called him : But as ſhe had no money, ſhe 
aſked him, if he would make an exchange of ſome ſand 
for ſome bran ; the ſandman aſked to ſec the bran, My 
wife ſhewed him the pot, the bargain was made, and the 
ſandman took the pot and bran along with him. 

Not long after, I came home, loaded with as much 
hemp as 1 could carry, and followed by five porters 

loaded alſo. After I had fatisfied them for their trouble, 
I fatdown to reſt myſelf ; and looking about me, could 
not ſee the pot of bran... 

It is impoſſible for me to expreſs to your majeſty my 
FR and the effect it had on me. I aſked my wife 
haſtily, What was become of it? And ſhe told me the 
bargain ſhe had made with the ſandman, which ſhe 
thought to be a very good one, 

Ah! unfortunate woman! cry'd I, you know not the 
injury you have done me, your.elf, aud our children, | 
by making that bargain, which hath ruined us quite. 
| You thought only of telling the bran, but with the bran 
you have enriched the ſandman with an hundred and 
ninety pieces of gold, which Saadi with his friend, came 
and made me a iccond preſent of, | 

My wife was like one ſtark mad, when ſhe knew what 
a fault ſhe had committed thro' ignorance. She cry'd, 
and beat her bieaſt, and tore off her hair and cloaths. 
Unhappy wretch as J am, cried ſhe, am | fit to live after 
o horrid a miſtake? Where ſhall I find this fandman ? 
J never ſaw him in otr ſtreet before, and know him not. 

Ch! haſband, added ſhe, you was very much in the 
v vrong to be ſo reſerved in a matter of ſuch i importance! 
This had never happened, if you had communicated 
the ſecret to me. In ſhort I ſhall never make an end 
of my ſtory, if I tell your majeſty, what her grief 

mage 
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made her ſay; for women are often eloquent in their af- 
flictions. | LP | 

Wife, ſaid I, moderate your grief; by your weeping 
and howling you'll alarm all the neighbourhood, and 
there's no occaſion they ſhould be inform'd of our miſ- 
fortunes, they'll only laugh at us, inſtead of pitying us; 
therefore we had beſt bear our loſs patiently, and ſubmit 
ourſelves to the will of God, and bleſs h m for the ten 
pieces of gold we have left, which will be of great ſer- 
vice to us in our trade. | 1 5 
My wife at firſt did not reliſh all theſe my arguments; 
but as time ſoftens the greateſt misfortunes, and makes 
them more ſupportable, ſhe at laſt grew eaſy, and had 
almoſt forgot them. Tis true, ſaid I to her, we live but 
poorly ; but what ſignify riches? Don't we breathe 
the ſame air, enjoy the ſame light and warmth of the 
ſun? Therefore what benefits have they, more than we, 
that we ſhould envy their happineſs ? They die as well 
as we. In ſhort, while we live in the fear of God, as we 
all ſhould do, the advantage they have over us is jo very 
inconſiderable, that we ought not to regard it. 15 
I will not tire your majelty any longer with my moral 
reflections. My wife and I comforted ourſelves in this 
manner, and I followed my trade with as much alacrity 
as before theſe two mortifying loſſes. The only thing 
that troubled me ſometimes, was, how I ſhould look 
Saadi in the face, when he ſhould come and aſk me, 
how much I had advanced my fortune, with what he 
had fo generouſly given me; though it was no fault of 
mine, this time, no more than the other, but an acci- 
dental misfortune. . . „ 
The two friends ſtay'd away longer this time than 
the former, tho' Saad had oiten ſpoke to Saadi, who 
always put it off; for, ſaid he, the longer we ſtay away, 
the richer Haſſan will be, and I ſhall have the greater 
ſatisfaftion. * 4 „„ 
Saad, who had not the ſame opinion of the effect of 
his friend's generoſity, made anſwer, You fancy then, 
that your preſent will turn to a better account now than 
before; I would adviie you not to flatter yourſelf too 
mach, for fear it ſhould prove otherwiſe. Why, reply'd 
3 e Saad, 
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Saadi, kites don't fly away with turbans every day ; and 
Haſſan will be more cautious this time. 

I don't doubt of it, reply'd Saad ; but, added be; 
there are other accidents that neither you nor I can think 


of; therefore I ſay, moderate your joy, and don't de- 


pend too much on Haſſan's good ſucceſs: For to tell you 


what I think, and what I always thought, (whether you 


like it or not,) I have a ſecret foreſight, that vou will 
be baulked in your expectations. 

In ſhort, one day when Saad and Saadi wefe together, 
and were diſputing hard upon this ſubject, they reſolved 
to take a walk, and inform themſelves which of them 
was in the right. I ſaw them at a diſtan&, was terri- 
bly concern q, and was juſt going to leave my work, 
and to run and hide myſelf. I ſeem'd very earneſt at 


work, made as if I had not ſeen them, and never lifted 


up my eyes till they were juſt by me, and had ſaluted 
me, and then I could not help it, After we had talked 
upon indifferent matters, I told them my laſt misfortune, 
with all the circumitances, and that I was as poor as 


Ever. 


Aſter that, I added, you may ſay that I ought to have 
hid my money in another place, than in a pot of bran, 
which was carried out of my houſe that ſame day: But 
that pot had ſtood there many years, and had never been 
removed, whenever my wife parted with the bran : Be- 
ſides, could 1 gueſs, that a ſandman ſhould come by that 
very day, and my wite. having no money, ſhould make 
ſuch an exchange? Indeed you may alledge, that I 

ofa wy wife of it; but I will never be- 
lieve that ſuch prucent perſons, as I am perſuaded you 
are, would have given me that advice; and if ] had put 


my money any where elſe, what certainty could J hay „ 
that it would have been more ſafe ? 


[ ſee, Sir, ſaid I, addreting myſelf to Sandi, that i it 


has pleaſed God, whoſe Ways are iecrgt and impenetra- 


ble, that I ſhould not be enrich'd by your Iiberality, but 


that Imuſt be poor: However, the obli. Zation is the ame, 


as if it had the defired effect, 

After theſe words, J was filent, and Saadi, reply'd, 
Though I would erſuade myſelf, Haſſan, that all you 
tell us is true, and not owing to your debauchery 1 
1 
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ill oeconomy, yet I muſt not be extravagant, and for 
the ſake of an experiment, to ruin myſelf. I don't 
regret, in the leaſt, the four hundred pieces of gold 1 
gave you to raiſe you in the world; 1 did it for God's 
ſake, without expecting any recompenſe, but the pjea- 
ſure of doing good: if any thing makes me repent, it 
is, that 1 dic 
have made a better uſe of my charity: Then kurning 
about to his friend Saad, continued he, you may know 
by what I have ſaid that I do not give up my cauſe; you 
may how make your experiment, and let me ſce, that 
there are ways, beſides giving money, to make a poor 
man's fortune: Let Haſſan be the man; I dare ſay 
whatever you give him he will not be the richer, Saad 


had a piece of lead in his hand, which he ſhewed Saadi; 


you ſaw me, ſaid he, take up this piece of lead, which 
found on the ground; VII give it Haſſan, and you ſhall 
ſee what it is worth. 

Saadi burſt out a laughing at Saad. What is that bit 
of lead worth, faid he, a farthing? What can Haſſan 
do with that? Saad. preſented it to me, and ſaid, take 
it, Haſſan, let Saadi laugh, you will tell us ſome good 

news of ir one time or another. 1 thought Saad was 
in jeſt, and had a mind to divert himſelf; but however 
I pat the lead in my pocket, and thanked him. The 


two friends purſued their walk, and I fell to Work 


again. 5 | 

At night, when I pull'd off my cloaths, to go to bed, 
the piece of lead, which I had never thought cf, from 
the time he gave it me, tumbled out of my pocket : I 


took it up, and laid it on the firſt place that was neareit 


me. 'The ſame night it happened, that a fiſherman, a 


neighbour, mending his nets, found a piece of lead 
wanting; and it being too late to buy any, ſince the 


ſhops were ſhut up, and he mult either fiſh that night, or 
His family go without bread the next day; he called to 


his wife, and bid her enquire among the neighbours for 


a bit. She went from door to door on both ſides of the 
ſtreet, bat could not get any, and came back again to 
her huſband to tell him fo. Ihe fiſherman ſeem'd very 
much concern'd, and ſcratching his head, aſk'd her, if 
ne had been at Haſſan Alhabbal's? No indeed, ſaid the 
. wite, 


not addreſs myſelf to another, who might 
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wife, that was too far off, and I ſhould but have loft 


my labour : for they never have any thing when one 


wants it. No matter for that, ſaid the fiſherman, you 
muſt go there, for tho? you have miſſed a hundred things 
before, you may chance to get what we want now. 
The fiſherman's wife, after grumbling and growling 
all the way, came and knock'd at my door, and waked 
me out-of a ſound fleep. 1 aſk'd her what ſhe wanted? 


Haſſan Alhabbal, ſaid the, as loud as ſhe could bawl, 


my huſband wants a bit of lead to mead his nets with; 


and if you have a piece, deſires you to give it him. 
The piece of lead, which Saad had given me, was fo 


freſh in my memory, that I could not well forget it. I 
told my neighbour, that if ſhe would ſtay a moment, my 


wife ſhould give her what ſhe wanted: Accordingly my 


wife, who was wakened as well as myſelf, got up, and 


groping about where 1 directed her, found the lead, 
opened the door, aud gave 1t to the fiſherman's wiſe, 


who was ſo overjoy'd, that ſhe promiſed my wife, that 


for the kindneſs the did her and her huſband, we ſhould 
have the farſt caſt of the nets. 


The fiſherman was ſo much rejoiced to ſee the lead, 
which he ſo little expected, that he very much approved 
his wife's promue, and mending his nets, went a fiſhing 


two hours before day, according to cuſtom. At the firit 
throw he caught but one fiſh about a yard long, and 


proporticnable in thickneſs ; and afterwards had a great 
many ſucceſoful caſts, but of all the fiſh he took, the 
firſt was the biggeſt. | 


— 


When the fitherman had done fiſhing, he went home, 
where his firſt care was to think of me. I was extremely 


ſurpriſed when at my work, to ſec him come to me 
with a large fiſh in his hand. Neighbour, faid he, my 
wife promiſed you laſt night, whatever fiſh I ſhonld catch 
at my firſt throw; and it pleaſed God to ſend me no 
more than this one, which for the pleaſure you did us, 


1 defire you to accept; for all my other caſts were very 
ſucceſsful, and this is but a trifling preſent, 

. . Neighbour, faid J, the bit of lead which I gave you, 
was worth ſo little that 1t ought not to be valued at 1» 
high a rate: Neighbours ſhould aſſiſt each other with 
| . 1 - What 
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what they want, I ſhould have expected the ſame kind- 
neſs from you, had I been in ſuch a need; therefore 1 


would refuſe your preſent, if J was not perſuaded you 


gave it me freely, and that I ſhould anger you; and 


ince you will have it ſo, I return you my hearty 
enn 9 | 

After theſe compliments, I took the fiſh, and carried 
it home to my wife. Here, ſaid I, take this fiſh, Which 
the fiſherman, our neighbour, has made me a preſent of, 


for the little bit of lead he ſent to us for laſt night: 1 
believe it is all that we can expect from the preſent Sand 


made me yeſterday ; and then I up and told her what, 
paſſed between the two friends. 


My wife was very much ſtartled to ſee ſo large a/fiſh. 


What would you have me do with 1t, ſaid ſhe? Our: 


gridiron is only to broil imall fiſh; and we have not a 
pot big enough to boil it. That is your bufineſs, ans 
ſwer'd I; dreſs it as you will, I ſhall like it eicher way; 
and then I went to my work apain. 


n gutting the fiſh, my wife found a large diamond ; 


which, when ſhe waſhed it, ſhe took for a piece of glais: 
Indeed ſhe had heard talk of diamonds, but had never 


ſeen one: She gave it to the children for a play-thing, 
who handed it about from one to another, to admire 
the brightneſs and beauty of it. 5 


At night when the lamp was light, and the children 
were ſtill playing with the diamond, they perceived that 
it gave a light, when my wife, who was getting them 
their ſupper, ſtood between them and the lamp; upon 
which they ſnatched it from one another to look at it; 
and the youngeſt fell a crying, that the eldeſt would not 
let them have it long enough: But as children always 
ſquabble and fall out, my wife and I took no notice of 


them, and all was quiet: For the great ones, who ſup- 
ped with us, had given the diamond in the mean time 
to the youngeſt, _ | „„ 


After ſupper, when the children came together again, 


they began to make the ſame noiſe, and I called to the 


eldeſt to know what was the matter, who told me, it 
was a piece of glaſs, which gave a light when his back 


was to the lamp; upon which I bid him bring it to me, 


and made the experiment myſelf; and it appeare. fo 
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extraordinaty to we, that I aſked my wife, what it 
was? who told me it was a piece of glaſs, which ſhe 
found in putting the fiſh. 

I thought no more than ſhe, but that it was a bit of 
glaſs, but was reſo ved to make a farther experiment of 
it ; and therefore bid my wite put the lamp-in the 


chimney, and ſtill found, that it gave fo great a light 


that we might ſee to go to bed without the lamp; ſol 
put it out, and placed the bit of glaſs upon the chim- 
ncy to light us. Look, ſaid I, this is another advan- 
tage that my friend Saad's piece of lead en, us; 
it will fave us the expence of oil. 

When the children ſaw the lamp was put out, and the 
bit of glaſs ſupplied its place, they hallooed out ſo loud, 
and made fo great a noite, that it was enough to alarm 
the neighbourhood ; and before my wife and I could 


quiet them, we were forced to augment it. After they 


were in bed, my wife and I, who lay juft by them, 
went to bed too, and next morning, without thinking 
any more of the glaſs, 1 went to my werk as uſual ; for 
it ought not to ſeem ſtrange, that ſo ordinary a perſon 
as I was, who had never ſeen any diamonds, mould not 
know them or their value. 

But before I proceed, J muſt tell your majeſty, that 
there was but a very light partition wall between my next 
neighbour” s houſe and mine, who was a very rich 
and a jeweler; and the chamber that he and his wiſe 
lay in, joined to ours; and as they were both 1 in bed, 
tae neue my children made awaken'd them. 

The next morning the jeweller's wife came to mine 
to complain of being diſturb'd out of their firſt ſleep. 
Good neighbour Rachel, which was the Jew's name, 
ſaid my wife, I am very ſorry for what happen'd, and 
hope you will excuſe it; you are ſenſible it was the 
children, and they, you know, will laugh and ery for 
any thing : Come in, and I will ſhew you: hat Was the 
accafion of all the noiſe. 

The Jew went in with her, and my wiſe king the 


diamond off the chimn<y-piece, gave it into her hands. 


See here, ſaid ſhe, it was this piece of glaſs, that cauſed 

all the noiſe ; and white the Jew, who underſtood all 

forts of jewels, was eramiaing this diamond with ad- 
mMiration, 
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miration, my wife had told her what had happened, and 
how ſhe found it in the fiſh's belly. 

Indeed, Riſchaah, which was my wife's name, ſaid 
the jeweller's wife, giving her the diamond again, I be- 
lieve it is a piece of gla's; but as it is more beautiful 
than common-glaſs, and I have juit ſuch another piece 
at home, I will buy it if you will tell it. 

The children who heard them talking of ſelling their 
lay-thing, preſently interrupted their converſation, ery- 
ng and begging of their mother nut to part with it, who, 
to quiet them, promiſed ſhe would not. 


The Jew being thus prevented in her bargain by my 


children, went away, bur firſt whiſper'd with my wife, 
who follow'd her to the door, that if he had a mind to 
ſell it, not to ſhew it to any body before the had told 
NEE, © f 
As foon as the Jew parted with my wife, ſhe ran to 
the Jew her huſband, who went out early in the morn- 
Ing to his ſhop in that part of the town where the jewel- 
lers all reſorted to, and told him the diſcovery ſhe had 
made, and then gave him an account, as nigh as ſhe 
could, of the ſize and weight of it, and of its beauty, 
water and luſtre. 1 
The Jew ſent his wife immediately to treat, and to 
offer her a trifle at firſt, as ſhe ſhould think fit, and then 
to raiſe her price by degrees, but be ſure to bring it, 
coſt what it would, Accordingly bis wife came again 
1 1 and bid her twenty pieces of gold for that piece 
of glaſs. oy 1 | | 
My wife finding the ſum ſo confiderable, would not 
make any bargain, but told her, ſhe could not part 
with it, till ſhe had ſpoken with me. In the mean 
time I came from my work to dinner; and as they were a 
talking at the door, my wife ſtopp'd me, and afk'd me, 
if I would ſell. the piece of glais ſhe had found in the 
fiſh's belly, for twenty pieces of gold, which her neigh- 
bour ofter'd her? I returned no anſwer, but refl.Qed 
immediately on the aſſurance with which Saad, in giv- 
mg me the piece of lead, told me it Would make my 
fortune, The Jew woman, funcying, that the low price 
ſhe had offered was the reaſoa I made no reply, ſaid, I 
will give you fifty, neighbour, if that will do. 
| _ F 5 Ag 
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As ſoon as I found that ſhe roſe preſently from twenty 
to fifty, I told her that I expotied a great deal more, 
Well, neighbour, ſaid ſhe, I'II give you an hundred, and 
that is too much, I know not but my huſband may be 
angry with me. At this new augmentation, I told her, 
T would have an hundred thouſand pieces of gold: 


That I knew very well, that the diamond was worth a 


great deal more, but to oblige her and her huſband, as 
they were neighbours, I would limit myſelf to "that 
price; and if they refuſed to give it, other jewellers 
thould have it, who would give a great deal more. 

The Jew confirmed me in this my reſolution, by being 
ſo eager to conclude the bargain z and by coming up, 
at ſeveral biddings, to fifty thouſand pieces, which I re- 
fuſed. I can ofter you no more, ſaid ſhe, without my 
huſband's conſent, who will be at home at night; and 
I would beg the favour of you to let him ſee it, which 
E promiſed. 

At night when the Jew came home, his, wife told him 
what ſhe had done; ; that I refuſed fifty thouſand pieces 
of gold, and that I had promiſed to ſtay till night. 
He obſerved the time I left off work, and came to me. 


Neighbour Haſſan, faid he, I deſire you would ſhew. me 
the diamond your wife ſhewed to mine. I bid him go 


in at doors with me, and he ſhould. As it was pretty 
dark, and my lamp was not light, he knew pre! ſently, 
by che light the diamond caſt, and by the luſtre it had, 
that his wife had given him a Juſt account, He looked 
at, an! admired it a long time. Well neighbour, iad 
he, my wife tells me, the has oftered you fifty thouſand 
pieces of gold: come, PU. give you twenty thouſand 
more, 

\ Neighbour, laid J, your wife can tell you, that I 


value my diamond at an hund:ed tuculaud pieces, and 
1 will take nothing lefs. He bartered a long time with 
me, in hopes that 1 would wake ſome abatement : but 

finding at laft that I was poſitive, and for fear that I 


mould ſhew it to other jewellers, he came vp to my 
price; but told me, that he had not ſo much then at 


home, but would pay it me all by that time co-morrow, 
and that very inſtant fetched two bags of a thouſand 
Pieces each, as an carneſt; and the next day, though 


A 
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I do not know how he raiſed the money, whether he 


borrowed it, or let ſome other jewellers in partners 
with him, he brought me the ſum we agreed for, at the 
time appointed; and I gave him,the diamond. 


Having thus ſold my diamond, and being infinitely 


rich, beyond my hopes, I thanked God for his bounty and 


liberality; and would have gene and thrown myſelf at 


Saad's feet, if I had known where he lived; as alſo at 
Saadi's, to whom I was firlt obliged, though his good 


intention had not the ſame faceels, 
Afterwards 1 thought of the uſe I ſhould make of {o 
conſiderable a ſum. My wife, with the vanity natural 


to her ſex, propoſed immediately to buy rich cloaths for 


her and her children ; and to purchaſe a houſe and fur- 
niih it handſomely. I told her we ought rot to begin 
with ſuch expences ; for, faid J, tho' the money is made 
to be ſpent, yet we muſt proceed to lay a good founua- 
tion, that we may not exhault our ſtock; and began ſo 
to do the next mornin 

I ſpent all that day, and the next, in going to the 
people of my on trade, who worked hard every day 
for their bread ; and giving them money bet-rehand, 
engaged them to work for me in different ſorts of rope- 


making, according to their ability, with a promiſe never 
to make them wait for their money, but to pay them as 


ſoon as their work was done. 

By this means I engroſſed almoſt all the baſinel of 
Bagdad, and every body was pleaſed with my exactneſs 
and punctual payment. 

Now as fo great a number of workmen muſt produce 
a great deal cf work, I went and hired warchouſes in 
ſevera. parts of the town to hold my goods, and ap- 
pointed over each a clerk, to fell both by wholeſale and 


retail; and by this economy received a cogſiderable 
profit. Afterwards, to unite io many warchouſes into 


one place, I bought a large houſe, which ſtood upon a 
great deal of ground, pulled it down, and built that 


Which your majeſty ſaw ei which, though it 


makes ſo great an appearance, conſiſts, for the moſt part, 


of warehouſes for my buſineis, with only what apart- 


ments are juſt necefiary for me and my family. 
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Some time after 1 bad left my poor old habitation, 


and removed to this new one, Saad and Saadi, who had 
ſcarce thought of me from the laſt time they had been 
with me, as they were one day walking together, and 


paſling by our ſtreet, reſolved to call upon me: But how 
great was their ſurpriſe, when they did not ſee me at 
work, as they uſed to find me! They aſked, what was be- 
come of me, and if I was alive or dead? But then their 
amazement was red>ubled, when they were told, I was 
become a great merchant, and was no longer call'd 
plain Haſſan, but Cogia Haſſan Alhabbal, which was 
to ſay, Merchant Haſſan Rope-maker, and that I had 
built in a ſtreet which they named, a houſe like a pa- 
lace. 

The two friends went directly to the ſtreet, ad; in the 
way, as Saadi could not imagine that the bit of lead 


which Saad had given me could be the raiſing of my 


fortune, he ſaid to him, I am overjoy'd to have made 
Haſſan Alhabbal's fortune: But I cannot forgive the 
two lies he told me, to get four hundred pieces inſtead 


of two: For 1, nor nobody elſe can attribute it to the 


piece of lead you gave him. 
That's your thought, reply'd Saad; but not mine; 


and I don't ſee why you ſhould do Cogia Haſlan ſo much 


injuſtice, as to take him for a liar. You'll give me leave 
to believe that he told us the truth, and diiguiſed no- 


thing from us, and that the piece of lead which I gave 
him is the cauſe of his proſpe:y, and you'll find he 


will pre ently tell us io, 


Ia this diſcourſe, the two friends came into the ſtrect 


where I live, and aſked whercabouts my houſe ſtood; 


and being ſhewed it, and conſidering the front, they had 


much ado to balievs it. 


As ſoon as they had knoeked at the door, my por- 
ter opened it; and Saadi fearing to be rude in taking 


the houſe of ſome noble lord for that he was enquiring 
after, ſaid to the porter, Jam afraid we are wrong, tho 


they tell us this is Cogia Haſſan Alhabbal's. You are 
very right, ſaid the porter, opening the door wider, 
tis the ſame: and * of the er will tell him you 


altend. 


1 had | 
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T had no ſooner ſet my eyes upon the two friends, but 
I knew them. I roſe from my ſeat, and ran to them, 
and would have kiffed the hem of their garments ; but 
they would not let me, but embraced me, I invited them 
to fit down on a ſofa, which was placed full againſt my 
gardens, and fat over againſt them; aſſuring them, at 
the ſame time, that I had not forgot that 1 was Haſſan 


Alhabbal, nor the obligations J had to them. 


Then Saadi, addreſſing himſelf to me, (aid, Cogia Haſ- 
ſan, I cannot expreſs my joy, to ſee you in the condi- 
tion I with'd you, when I made you the preſents, with- 
out reproaching you of twice two hundred pieces of 
gold: And J am perſuaded, that thoſe four hundred 
pieces have made this wonderful change in your fortune, 
which 1 ſee with pleaſure ; only there's one thing vexes 
me; which is, I cannot comprehend the reaſon why you 
mould diſguiſe the truth from me; alledging twice 
thoſe misfortunes which ſeem incredible. Y 0 

Saad heard this diſcourſe of Saadi's with impatience, 
and, I may ſay anger, which he ſhewed by caſting down 
his eyes, and ſhaking his head ; but however, did not 
interrupt him. When he had done, he ſaid to him, 


Forgive me, Saad, if I prevent A * Haſſan, before 


he anſwers you, to tell you, that I admire at your pre- 

judice againſt his fincerity, and that you ſtill perſiſt in 
not believing the aſſurances he has already given you. 
1 have told you before, and I repeat it to you once 
more, that I believe thoſe two accidents, which befel 
him, upon his bare relation ; and whatever you ma 
ſay, I am perſuaded they are true : But let him ſpeak 
himſelf, and tell which of us does him juſtice, 
After this diſcourſe of the two friends, I ſaid, ad- 


dreſſing myſelf to them both, Gentlemen, I ſhould 
condemn myielf to perpetual filence, on the clearing 


up of what you aſk of me, if I was not certain the 
diſpute you argue upon on my account cannot break - 
that tie of friendſhip between you; therefore I will 
declare to you the truth, ſince you require it, and with 
the ſame ſinccrity as before. Then I told them every 
ſingle accident, as your majeſty has heard, without 
forgetting the leaſt circumſtance. 


All 


134 ARABIAN NIGHTS | 
All my proteſtations had no effect on Saadi, to cure 
him of his prejudice. Cogia Haſſan; replied Saadi, - 
the adventure. of the fſiſh, and diamond found in his 
belly, appears to me as incredible as the kite's flying 
away with your turban, and the exchange of the 
ſcouring- ſand. Be it as it well, I am convinced that 
you are no longer poor, but rich as I intended you 
ſhould be, by my means, and I rejoice ſincerely. 

As it grew late, they got up to take their leaves; 
when J, ſtopping. them, ſaid, Gentlemen, there is 
one favour I beg of you, not to refuſe to do me the 
.honour of, that is to ſtay and take a ſlight ſupper with 
me, and a bed to night, and to-morrow 11 carry you 
to a country-houſe I bought for the ſake of the ar, 
and we'll return the ſame day on my horſes. 1 9 

If Saad has no buſineſs that calls him elſewhere, ſaid 
Saadi, I conſent. Saad told him, that nothing ſhould 

prevent his enjoying his company; and while they were 
talking about 1 ſlave to their homes, that they 
might not fit up for them, I went and order'd ſupper. 

While ſupper was getting ready, I ſhewed my bene- 
factors my houſe, and all my offices, which they found 
to be very large for my fortune : I call them both be- 
nefactors, without diſtinction, becauſe without Saadi, 
Saad would never have given me the piece of lead; 
and without Saad, Saadi would not have given me the 
four hundred pieces of gold, to which I attribute the 
riſe of my good fortune ; then I brought them back 
again into the hall, where they aſked me ſeveral queſti- 
ons about my buſineſs ; and | gave them ſuch anſwers 

as ſatished them. 4 7 
During this diſcourſe, my ſervants came to tell me, 
that ſupper was ſerved up. I led them into another hall, 
where they admired the conveniency of it, the beaufet, 
and the meat I had provided: I regaled them alſo with 

a concert of vocal and inſtrumental muſick during the 
repaſt, and afterwards with a company of dancers, and 
other entertainments, endeavouring to ſhew them as 
much as poſſible my gratitude. © 

The next morning, as we had agreed to take a little 


freſh air, we went to the river-{ide by ſun-riſe, and 
Oy | VVV 


%, 
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ent on board a pleaſure-boat that waited for us ; and 
in leſs than an hour and a half's time, with fix oars and 
the ſtream, we arrived at my country-houſe. „ 
When we went a- ſhore, the two friends ſtopt to ob- 
ſerve the beauty of the outſide of my houſe, and to ad- 
mire its advantageous ſituation for the proſpects, which 
were neither too much limited nor too extenſive, but 
very agreeable, Then I carried them into all the apart- 
ments, and ſhe ved them all the out-houſes and conveni- 
ences; with all which they were very well pleaſed. 

Afterwards we walked into the gardens, where, what 
they were moſt taken with, was a grove of orange and 
lemon trees, loaded with fruit, which were planted at 
equal diſtances, and water'd by a canal, which was cut 
from a pleaſant river juit by. The cloſe ſhade, the 
fragrant ſmell which perfumed the air, the foft mur- 
murings of the water, the harmonious notes of an in- 
finite number of birds, and a great many other things 
which were agreeable, ſtruck them in ſuch a manner, 
that they hardly ſtirred a ſtep, but they expreſſed how 
much they were obliged to me, for bringing them to fa 
celightful and pleaſant a place, and ſometimes to con- 
ratulate me upon my happineſs and great acquiſitions, 
hen [ led them to the end of that grove, which was 
very long and large, where I ſhew'd them a wood of 
large grown trees, which ſtood at the end of my gar- 
den, and afterwards a ſummer-houſe, open on all ſides, 
ſhaded with an hoſt of palm-trees, but not fo as to ſpoil 
the proſpect ; then I invited them to walk in, and repoſe 

themſelves on a rich cover'd fota,  _ CL 
There two of my boys, whom I had ſent into the 
couniry with a tutor, for the air, left us, to go into 
the wood a bird-neſting ; and ſeeing one, which was 
built pretty high, they bid the flave who waited on 
them, climb the tree tor it; who, when he came to it, 
was very much ſurpriſed to find it built in a turban : 
However he took it, and brought it down with him, 
and, as he thought that I mi, ht like to ſee a thing that 
was ſo uncom:1on, he gave it the eldeſt boy to bring 

to me. | | | 
I faw the children at a diſtance, coming back to us, 
over:oyed to have a neſt; Father, ſaid the eldeſt. lad, 
| | we 
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we have found a neſt in a turban, The two friends 
and I were all very much ſurpriſed at the novelty; but 
I] much more, when I knew wdr to be that which 
the kite fle away with. After I had examined it well, 
and turned it about, I faid to my two gueſts; Gentle- 
men, have you memories good enough to remember the 


turban I had on the day you did me the honour firſt to 


ſpeak to me? I don't think, faid Saad, that either my 
friend or I, gave any attention to it; but if the hun- 


dred and ninety pieces of gold are in it, we cannot 


doubt of it. | 
Sir, replied J, there's no diſpute but it is the ſame 


turban ; for beſides that I know it very well, it feels 


very heavy : give yourſelf but the trouble to take it in 
your hand. Then after taking out the birds, and 
giving them to the children, I put it into his hands, 
and he gave it to Saadi. Indeed, ſaid Saad, I believe 
it to be your turban ; which 1 ſhall be better convinced 
of when I ſee the money. | 
Now, fir, added I taking the turban again, obſerve 


very well before I touch it, that no human hand could 


have made ſuch a neſt ; and the condition in which you 
ſee it ſhews it not to be of a very freſh date, and is a 
ſufficient proof that it has lain in the tree ever ſince that 
day the kite took it from off my head. I think it pro- 
per, that I ſhould make this remark, fince it concerns 
me ſo much to remove your ſuſpicions of my being 
deceitful. Saad backed me in What] urged, and faid, 


| Saadi, this regards you, and not me, for I am verily 


perſuaded, that Cogia Haſſan does not impoſe upon us. 
While Saad was talking I pulled off the linen cloth, 
which was wrapt about the cap, and took out the 


bag, which Saadi kney to be the ſame he gave me, I 
_ emptied it myſelf before them, and ſaid ; There, gen- 


tlemen, there's the money, count it, and fee if it be 
right; which Saad did, and found it to be one hun- 
dred and ninety pieces of gold. Then Saadi, who, 
could not deny ſo manifeſt a truth, addreſſing himſelf 
to me, ſaid I agree, Cogia Haſſan, that this money 
could not be aftiſting to your enrichment, but the 


other hundred and ninety pieces, which you would 
make me believe you hid in a pot of bran, might. 


Upon 


F 
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Upon my word, fir, anſwered I, I have told you the 
truth in regard to both ſums, and you would not have 
me retract, to make myſelf a lar, 1 : 

Cogia Haſſan, ſaid Saad, leave Saadi to his own 
opinion ; I conſent with all my heart, that he believe 
you are obliged to him for one part of 'your good for- 
tune, by the means of the laſt ſum he gave you, pro- 
vided that he will agree, that I contributed to the other 


half, by the bit of lead, and will not pretend to diſ- 


pute the diamond found in the fiſh's belly, I agree to 
it, anſwer'd Saadi, but ſtill you muſt give me liberty 
to believe, that money is not to be amaſſed without 
money. 

What, replied Saad, if chance ſhould throw a dia- 


mond in my way worth fifty thouſand pieces of gold, 


and I ſhould have that ſum given me for it, can it be 
{1d I got that ſum by money? „ 
They diſputed no farther then, but we got up, and 


went into the houſe, juſt as dinner was ready. After 

dinner, 1 left my gueſts together, to paſs away the 
heat of the day more at their liberty, while J went to 
give orders to my houſe-keeper and gardener. After- 


Wards I went to them again, and we talked of indif- 


ferent matters, till it grew a little cooler; when we 


returned into the garden for freſh air, and ſtaid till 
{un-ſet. Then we all mounted on horſeback, and got 


by one of my flaves. 


It happened, by I don” t know what negligence of my 


ſervants, that we were then out of oats, and the ſtore- 


. 


houſes were all ſhut up; when one of my flaves lande 


about the ncighbourhood for fome, met with a pot ot 


bran in a ſhop, bought the bran, and brought the pot 


along with him, promiſing to carry it back again the 
next day. The ſlave empticd the bran into the manger, 
and dividing it with his hand among the horſes, felt a. 
18 cloth tied up, and very heavy; he brought the 
cloth to me in the condition that he found it, and pre- 
ſented it to me, telling me, that it might perhaps be the 
cloth he had often heard me ſpeak of among my friends. 
\ I ran 
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to the poor, that God may bleſs us both. 


138 ARABIAN NICHTS 
I ran overjoy'd to my two benefactors; Gentlemen, 


ſaid I, it has pleaſed God that you ſhould not part 
from me, before you ſhould be fully convinced of the 


truth of what I have aſſured you; there's the other 
hundred and ninety pieces of gold, continued I, ad- 
drefling myſelf to Saadi, which you gave me : I know 
it very well by the cloth, which I tied up with my own 
hands; and then I told out the money before them. 
I ordered the pot preſently to be brought to me, and 


_ knew it to be the ſame, and ſeat to my wife, who did 


ſo too at the firſt ſight. 


Saadi readily ſubmitted, and renounced his incre- 


dulity, and ſaid to Saad, I yield to you, and acknow- 


ledge, that money 1s not always the means of becom- 
When Saadi had done, I ſaid to him, I dare not 


propoſe to return you the three hundred and eighty 


pieces of gold, which it hath pleaſed God ſhould be 


found to undeceive you, and am perſuaded, that you 


did not give them me with an intention that T ſhould 


return them ; and, for my part, I ought to be very 
well content and don't detign to make uſe of them: 


but, if you approve of it, to-morrow I will give them 


The two friends lay with me that night too, and 
next day after embracing me, went to their own homes, 


very well pleaſed with the reception I had given them; 


and to find I did not make an ill uſe of the riches hea- 


ven had bleſs'd me with, I thank'd them both, and 
Took'd upon the leave they gave me to cultivate a 


friendſhip with them, and to viſit them, as a great 


honour. | 
Tue caliph Haroun Alraſchid was fo attentive to Cogia 
Faſſan's ſtory, that he had not perceived the end of it, 

but by his ſilence. Cogia Haſſan, ſaid he, I have not 


heard any thing a long time, that has given me ſo 
much pleaſure, to ſee the wonderful ways by which 
God gave thee thy riches, for which thou oughteft to 


continue to return him thanks by the good ule thou 


makeſt of his bleſſings. I am glad [ can tell thee, that 
the ſame diamond, which made thy fortune, is now in 
J riot ono - 2:12 ff 
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my treaſury; and for my part, I am glad to know how 
it came there: But becauſe there may remain in Saad 
ſome doubts on the ſingularity of this diamond, which I 
look upon to be the moſt precious and valuable thing I 
am maſter of, I would have thee carry Saad and Saad 
to my treaſurer, who ſhall ſhew it them, to remove 
Saadi's unbelief, and to let them ſee that money is not 
the only certain means of making a poor man rich in 
a ſhort time, without taking a great deal of pains. 
Beſides, I would have thee tell the keeper of my 
treaſury this ſtory, that he may have it put into 
writing, and that it may be kept with the diamond. 
After theſe words, the caliph ſignified to Cogia Haſſan, 
Sidi Nonman, and Baba Abdalla, by bowing of his 
head, that he was ſatisfied with them ; who all took 
their leaves by proſtrating themſelves at the throne, 
and then retired, 


The Story of Ali Baba, and the Forty Thieves deſtroyed 
| | | by a Slave. . | 


IN a town in Perſia, there lived two brothers called 
1 Caflim, and Ali Baba, who, though they were left 
_ equally alike by their father, whoſe ſubſtance was but 
{mall ; yet they were not alike favourites of fortune. 
Caſſim married a wife, who, ſoon after their marriage, 
was left heir to a plentiful eſtate, and rich merchandizes ; 
ſo that he became a rich and conſiderable merchant, 
and lived at his eaſe, | „„ 
Ali Baba, on the other hand, who married a woman 
as poor as himſelf, lived very meanly, and was forc'd 
to maintain his wife and children by his daily labour, 
by cutting of wood in a foreft hard-by the town, and 
bringing it upon three aſſes, which were his whole 
ſubſtance, to town to ſell. . „ 
One day, when Ali Baba was in the foreſt, and had 
juſt cut wood enough to load his aſſes, he ſaw at a diſ- 
tance a great cloud of duſt, which ſeemed to approach 
towards him: he obſerved it very attentively, and diſ- 
tinguiſhed a large body of horſe, and though they did. 
1 e nat 
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not talk much of thieves in that country, Ali Baba 


began to chink that they might prove ſo, and without 
conſidering what might become of his afles, he was 


refolved to fave one, and to that end climbed up 
a large, thick, and cloſe-leaved tree; from whence he 
could ſee all that paſſed, without being ſeen ; and this 
tree ſtood at the bottom of a rock, which was very 
high, and fo ſteep and craggy, that nobody could 
climb up it. | 

This troop, who were all well mounted, and well 
armed, came to the foot of this rock, and there 
diſmounted. Ali Baba counted forty of them, and 
by their mien and equipment never doubted bat they 
were thieves, and in his opinion was not miftaken 


for they were a troop of banditti, who robbed there- 


abouts, and made that place their rendezvous ; and 


what confirmed him in this opinion, was, every man 


unbridled his horſe, and tied him to ſome ſhrub or 


other, and hung a bag of corn they brought behind 


hem, about his neck: Then each of them took h's 


portmantle, which ſeemed to Ali Baba to be gold and 


ſilyer by the weight, and followed one who was mcit 
likely amongſt them, and whom he took to be their 
captain, who with his portmantle too in his hand, 
came under the tree in which Ali Baba was hid, and 


traverſing among ſome ſhrubs, pronounced theſe words 


diſtinctly, Seſame, (which is a fort corn) open. As 
ſoon as the captain of the r bbers had ſaid theſe words, 
a door opened; and after he Lad made all his troop go 
in, he followed them himſelf, and the door ſhut again. 

The thieves ſtaid ſome time within the rock, and 
Ali Baba, who feared that ſome one, or all of them 


together, ſhould come out and catch him, if he 


ſhould endeavour to make his eſcape, fat very patiently 
in the tree; but was nevertheleſs tempted once or 


twice to get down, and mount one of their horſes, 


and lead another, and make all the haſte he could to 
town; but the uncertainty of the event made him 
chuſe the ſafeſt way, _ „„ „ 
At laſt, the door opened again, and the forty robbers 
came out again: As the captain went in laſt, he came 
out firſt, and ſtood to ſee them all paſs by him; 3 
N 8 | then 
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chen Ali Baba heard him bid the door ſhut, by pro- 
nouncing theſe words, Shut, Seſame. Every man went 
and bridled his horſe, faſtened his portmantle, and 
mounted again; and when the captain ſaw them all 
ready, he put himſelf at their head, and returned the 
{ame way he came. | 3 | 
Ali Baba all this time never ſtirred out of the tree; 
for, ſaid he to himſelf, they may have 97 57 ſomething, 
and come back again,, and then I ſhall be taken ; but 
followed them with his eyes, as far as he could ſee 
them; and after that, ſtaid ſome time before he came 
down ; and remembring the words the captain of the 
thieves made uſe of to cauſe the door to open and ſhut, 
he had the curioſity to try, if his pronouncing of it 
would have the ſame effect. Accordingly he went 
among the ſhrubs, and perceiving the door, he ſaid 
Open, Seſame ; the door flew wide open, 

Ali Baba, who expected a dark diſmal place, was 
very much ſurpriſed to ſee 1t lightſome and ſpacious, 
cut out in the form of a vault by men, and receive 
the light from an opening at the top of the rock, 
He ſaw all ſorts of proviſions, and rich bales of mer- 
chandizes, of filks, ſtuffs, brocades, and fine tapeſtries, 
piled upon one another, and above all, great heaps of 
gold and filver, and great bags laid upon one another, 
This fight made him believe that this cave, by the 
riches it contained, had been poſſeſſed not years, but 
ages, by robbers, who ſucceeded one another. 
Ali Baba did not ſtand long to conſider what he 
mould do, but went immediately into the cave, and as 
ſoon as he was in, the door ſhut again ; which never 
diſturbed him, becauſe he knew the ſecret to open it 
again. He never regarded the ſilver, but made the. 
beſt aſe of his time in carrying out as much of that 
gold, which was in bags, at ſeveral times, as he 
thought his three aſſes could carry. When he had 
done, he gathered up his aſſes, which were diſperſed 
about, and when he had loaded them, covered the 
bags with green boughs ; and pronouncing the words 
Shut, Seſame, the door cloſed after him, and he made 

the belt of his way to town. 


When 
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When Ali Baba got home, he drove his aſſes into 2 
little yard, and ſhut the gates carefully, threw off the 
wood that covered the bags, carried them into his 
houſe, and ranged them in order before his wife, who 


fat on a ſofa, | 
His wife handled the bags, and finding them full of 


money, ſuſpected that her huſband had been robbing, 


inſomuch that when he had brought them all in, ſhe 
could not help ſaying, Ali Baba, have you been fo un- 
happy as to —— | 
Ali Baba, do not fright yourſelf, I am no robber, unleſs 
he can be one, who ſteals from thieves. You'll no longer 


entertain an ill opinion of me, when I ſhall tell you my 


good fortune. 'Then he emptied the bags, which raiſed 
ſuch a great heap of gold, as dazzled his wife's eyes; 
and when he had done, told her the whole adventure, 
from the beginning to the end ; and, above all, recom- 
mended it to her to keep it ſecret. _ 25 


The wife, recovered and cured of her fears, rejoiced 


with her huſband for their good luck, and would count 
all the gold, piece by piece. Wife, reply'd Ali Baba, 


vou don't know what you undertake, when you pretend, 


to count the money; you'll never have done: Pll go and 
dig a hole, and bury it; there's no time to be loſt, You 
are in the right on't, huſband, reply'd the wife; but 
let us know as nigh as poſſible, how much we have: I 
will go and borrow a {mall meaſure in the neighbour- 


hood, and meaſure it while ycu dig the hole, What 


ſignifies it, wife, ſaid Ali Baba; if you would take my 
advice, you had better let it alone; but be ſure to keep 


the ſecret, and do what you pleaſe, 


Away the wife ran to her brother-in-law Caſſim, who 


lived jult by, but was not then at home; and addrefling 
herſelf to his wife, deſired her to lend her a meaſure - 
for a little while, Her ſiſter-in-law aſked her, whether 
ſhe would have a great one, or a ſmall one? And being 
told a imall one, bid her ſtay a little, and ſhe would 


fetch one. | 


As the ſiſter-in-law knew very well Ali Baba's pover-_ 


ty, ſhe was curious to know what fort of grain his wife 
wanted to meaſure, and bethought herſelf immediately 
of putting ſome ſuet at the bottom of the meaſure, and 

| te | brought 
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brought I it to her with an excuſe, that ſhe was ſorry that 
hie had made her ſtay ſo long, but that ſhe could not 


find! it ſooner. 

Ali Baba's wife went home, ſet the meaſure upon the 
heap of gold, and filled it, and emptied it often, at a 
ſmall diſtance, upon the floor; and ſhe was very well 
{atisfied to find the numbers of meaſures run ſo high as 


they did, and went to tell her huſband, who had almoſt 


finiſhed the hole he was digging ; and while Ali Baba 
was burying the gold, his wife, to ſhew exactneſs and 
reſpect to her ſiſter-in-law, carried the meaſure back 
again, but without taking notice of a piece of gold that 
ſtuck at the bottom. Siſter, ſaid ſhe, giving it to her 
again, you ſee that I have not kept your meaſure 
long ; ; I am obliged to you for 1 it, and return it with 
thanks. 

As ſoon as Ali Baba's wife's back was turned, Caſſim's 
wife looked at the bottom of the meaſure, and was in 
an inexpreflive ſurpriſe, to find a piece of gold ſtuck 


to it. Envy immediately poſſeſſed her breaſt, What, 


ſaid ſhe, has Ali Baba gold io plentiful, as to meaſure 
it? Where has that poor wretch got all this gold? 
Caſſim, her huſband, was not at home, as I ſaid before, 
but at his ſhop, which he left always in the evening; 
which time ſhe thought an age; fo rat was her 1mpa- 
tience to tell him the news. 
When Caſſim came home, his wife ſaid to him, Caſlim, 
I warrant you, you think yourſelf rich, but you are 
much miſtaken; Ali Baba is infinitely richer than 
you ; he does not count his money, but meaſures it, 
Caſſim bid her explain the riddle, which ſhe did, by 
telling him the ſtratagem ſhe had made uſe of to make 


the diſcovery, and ſhewed him the piece of money, 


which was {0 old a coin, that they could not tell in 


What prince's reign it was coined. 


Caſſim, inſtead of being pleaſed at his brother's 
proſperity, conceived a mortal jealouſy, and coula not 


lleep all that night for it, but went to him in the morn- 
Ing before ſun-riſe. Now Caſſim, after he married the 
rich widow, never treated Ali Baba as a brother, but 


forgot that name. Ali Baba, ſaid he, accoſting him, 
you are very reſerved? your affairs; you. pretend to be 
ry 
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miſerably poor, and yet you meaſure gold. How, 
brother, replied Ali Baba, I do not know what you 
mean : Explain yourfelf. Don't pretend ignorance, re- 
lied Caſſim, ſhewing him the piece of gold his wife 
ad given him. How many of theſe pieces, added he, 
have you? My wife found this at the bottom of the 
meaſure you borrowed yeſterday. 3 
By this diſcourſe Ali Baba perceived that Caſſim and 
his wife, thro' his own wife's folly, knew what they, had 
ſo much reaſon to keep ſecret : But what was done could 
not be recalled ;, therefore, without ſhewing the leaſt 
furpriſe or trouble, he confeſſed all, and. told him by 
what chance he had diſcovered this retreat of the thieves, 


and in what place it was, and offered. him part of his 


treaſure to keep the ſecret. That's not ſufficient, replied 
Caſſim, haughtily, I'll know exactly where this treaſure 
is, and the ſigns and tokens, that I may go to it myſelf, 
when I have a mind; otherwiſe I will go and inform 
againſt you, and then you will loſe all you have got, 
and I ſhall have half what you have for my infor- 
mation. Soaps Rn 1 . 
Ali Baba, more out of his natural good temper, than 
frightened by the inſulting menaces of a barbarous 
brother, told him all he deſired, and even the very 
words he was to make uſe of to go into the caye, and 
out again. 5 . 3 


Caſſim, who wanted no more of Ali Baba, left him 


ſoon after, reſolving to be before-hand with him, and 
to get all the treaſure to himſelf. He roſe early the next 


morning, and a long time before the ſun, and ſet out 
with ten mules loaded with great cheſts, which he de- 
figned to fill: propoſing to carry many more the neut 


time, according to the riches he found; and followed 


the road which Ali Baba had told him. He was not 
Jong before he came to the rock, and found out the 
place by the tree, and other marks his brother had given 


him. When he came to the door, he pronounced theſe 


words. Open, Seſame, and it opened; and when he was 
in, ſhut again. In examining the cave, he was in great 
admiration to find much more riches than he compre- 
hended by Ali Baba's relation. He was ſo covetous, 
and deſirous of riches, that he could have ſpent the 
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whole day in feaſting his eyes with ſo much treaſure, if 
the thoughts of carrying ſome away with him, ard 
fis mules, had not hindered him. He laid as 
many bags of gold as he could carry, at the door; and 
coming at laſt to open the door, his thoughts were ſo 
full of the great riches he fhould poſſeſs, that he could 
not think of the neceſſary word ; but inſtead of Seſame, 
ſaid, Open, Barley, and was very much amazed to find 
that the door did not open, but remained faſt ſhut. Af- 
terwards he named ſeveral ſorts of grain, but all to no 
purpoſe. F | 
Caffim never expected ſuch an accident, and was ſo 
frightened at the danger he was in, that the more he 
endeavoured to remen ber the word Seſame, the more his 
memory was confounded, and he had as much forgot it, 
as if he had never heard it in his life before; but walked 
and fretted about the cave, without having the leaſt re · 
gard to all the riches that were about him; and in this 
miſerable condition we will leave him, bewailing his 
fate, and undeſerving of piiy. . 
About midnight tne thieves returned to their cave, and 
at ſome diſtance from it, found Caſſim's mules ſtragg]'ng 
about the rock, with great cheſts and hampers on their 
backs. This novelty made them very uneaſy, and made 
them gallop in full ſpeed to the cave. The thieves never 
gave themſelves the trouble to puriue the mules, which 
they drove away, but were more concerned to know 
who they belonged to. And while ſome of them ſearch- 
ed about the rock, the captain and others went directly 
to the door, with their naked ſabres in their hands, and 
pronouncing the words, it opened. Ps 
Caſſim, who heard the noite of the horſes feet tramp- 


ling about the cave, never doubted of the coming of the 


thieves, and his approaching death; but was reſolved 
to make one effort to eſcape from them. To this end 
he ſtood ready at the door, and no ſooner heard the 
word Seſame, which he had forgot, and ſaw the door 


| pens but he jumped briſkly out, and threw the captain 


own, but could net eſcape the other thieves, who with 


their ſabres, ſoon depr.ved him of life. 


The thieves firft care after ths, was to go into the 
cave; they found all che bags which Caſſim had brought 
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to the door, to be the more ready to load his mules with, 
and carried them all back again, without perceiving what 


Ali Baba had taken away before; then holding a coun- 


cil, and deliberating upon this matter, they gueſſed that 


Caſſim, when he was in, could not get out again: but 


then could not imagine how he got in. Fitlt they 
thought that he might have got down by the top of the 
cave; but the opening by wh'ch it received light, was 


ſo high, and the rock ſo inacceſſible without, that they 
believed it impracticable; and, in ſhort, they none of 


them could imagine, which way he entered ; for they 
were all perſuaded, nobody knew their ſecret : But how- 


ever it happened, it was a matter of the greateſt impor- 


tance to them, to ſecure their riches ; therefore they 
agreed to cut Caſſim's body into four quarters, and to 
hang two on one fide, and two on the other, within the 
door of the cave, to terrify any perſon that ſhould at- 


tempt the ſame thing. They had no ſooner taken this 


reſolution, but they executed it, and when they had no- 
thing more to detain them, they mounted their horſes, 


and went to beat the roads again, and to attack the ca- 


ravaus they ſhould meet. . 
In the mean time Caſſim's wife was very uneaſy ; when 


night came, and her huſband was not returned, ſhe ran 
to Ali Baba in a terrible fright, and ſaid, 1 believe, 


brother-in-law, that you know that Caſſim is gone to 
the foreſt, and upon what account: it is now night, and 
he 1s not returned; I am afraid ſome misfortune has 
come to him. Alt Baba, who never diſputed but that 
his brother, after what he had ſaid to him, would go to 


the foreſt, would not go himſelf that day, for fear of 


giving him any umbrage ; therefore told her, without 
any reflection upon herhuſband's unhandſome behaviour, 
that ſhe need not fright herſelf, for that certainly Caſſim 


did not think it proper to come into the town, till the 


night ſhould be pretty far advanced, 5 
Caſſim's wife, conſidering how much it concerned her 
huſband to keep this thing ſecret, was the more eaſily 
perſuaded to believe him ; and went home again, and 
waited patiently till midnight. Then her fear redoubled 
with much more ſenſible grief, becauſe ſhe durſt not 
new it, but was forced to keep it ſecret from the neigh- 
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| bourhood. Then, if her fault had been reparable, ſhe 


repented of her fooliſh curioſity, and curſed her deſire 
of penetrating into the affairs of her brother and ſiſter. 
She ſpent all that night in tears; and as ſoon as it was 


day, went to them, telling them, by her tears, the cauſe 


of her coming. | 

Ali Baba never waited for his ſiſter-in-law, to deſire 
him to go to ſee what was become of Caſſim, but went 
immediately with his three aſſes, begging of her firſt 
to moderate her affliction, When he came near the 
rock, and having ſeen neither his brother nor his mules 
in his way, he was very much ſurpriſed to ſee ſome blood 


ſpilt by the door, which he took for an ill omen: But 


when he had pronounced the word, and the door open- 


ed, he was much more ſtartled at the diſmal 5 of his 
brother's quarters. He was not long in thinking ho- 


he ſhould pay the laſt dues to his brother, and without 
remembring the little brotherly friendſhip he had for 
him, went into the cave, to find ſomething to wrap 
them in, and loaded one of his aſſes with them, and 


covered them over with green wood: The other two | 


aſſes he loaded with bags of gold, covering them with 
Houghs alſo; and then bidding the door ſhut, came 
away; but was fo cautious as to ſtop ſome time at the 
end of the foreſt, that he might not go into the town 
before night. When he came home, he drove the two 


aſſes loaded with gold into his little yard, and left the 


care of unloading them to his wife, while he led the 


Other to his fiſter-1n-law's, | 


Ali Baba knock'd at the door, which was opened by 


Morgiana, a cunning artful flave, fo fruitful in her in- 
ventions, that ſhe would ſucceed in the moſt difficult 


undertakings; and Ali Baba knew her to be ſuch. When 
he came into the court, he unloaded his aſs, and taking 
Morgiana'aſide, ſaid to her, the firſt thing I aſk of thee, 
is an inviolable {ecrecy, which you will find is neceſſary 
both for thy miſtreſs's ſake and mine. Thy maſter's 
body is contained in both theſe two bundles, and our 
buſineſs is to bury him as if he died a natural death: 
Co, tell your miſtreſs I want to ſpeak with her; and 


> TOY 62 Morgiana 
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Morgiana went to her miſtreſs, and Ali Baba followed 
ker, Well, brother, ſaid ſhe with great impatience, 
what news do you bring me of my b ? I perceive 
no comfort in your countenance. Siſter, anſwered Ali 
Baba, I cannot tell you any thing, before you hear my 
ſtory from the beginning to the end, without ſpeaking a 
word; for it is of as great importance to you, to keep 
What has happened ſecret, as to me. Alas! ſaid ſhe, 
this preamble lets me know that my huſband 1s dead ; 
but at the ſame time I know the neceſſity of the ſecrecy 

ou require of me, and I muſt conitrain myielf : Say on, 

will hear you. | | | 
Then Ali Baba told his ſiſter the ſucceſsof his journey, 
till he came to the finding of Caſſim's body. Now, 
ſaid he, ſiſter, I have ſomething to tell you, Which will 
afflict you much the more, becauſe it is what you ſo 
little expect: But it cannot now be remedied ; and if 
any thing can comfort you, I offer to put that little 

which God hath ſent me, to what you have, and marry 
vou: aſſuring you, that my wife will not be jealous ; 

and that we ſhall live happily together. If this propoſal 
is agreeable to you, we muſt think of acting fo, as that 
my brother ſhould appear to die a natural death: And. 
T think fit to leave the management of it to the care of 
Morgiana, and will contribute myſelf all that lies in 
VCC . 
What could Caſſim's widow do better than accept of 
this propoſal? For though her firſt huſband had left be- 
hind him a plentiful ſubſtance, this ſecond was much 
richer, and by the diſcovery of this trealure might be 
much more ſo. Inſtead of rejecting the offer, ſhe looked 
upon it as a reaſonable motive to comfort her; and 
drying up her tears, and ſuppreſſing her ſighings and 
ſobbings, ſhewed Ali Baba ſhe approved of his propo- 
ſition in this matter. Ali Baba left the widow, and alſo 
recommended to Morgiana to acquit herſelf well of 
what ſhe had undertaken, and then returned home with 

his aſs. 9 Side a aol 8 

Morgiana went out at the ſame time to an apothe- 
cary's, and aſked him for a ſort of lozenges, which he 
prepared, and were very efficacious in the molt dange- 
rous diſtempers. The apothecary ' aſked her who 1 
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ſick, her maſter? And ſhe replied, with a ſigh, her 


good maſter Caſſim himfelf : That they knew not what 
his diſtemper was, but that he could neither eat nor 
ſpeak. After theſe words, Morgiana carried the lozen- 
ges home with her, and the next morning went to the 
ſame apothecary's again, and, with tears in her eyes, 
aſked for an eſſence, with which they uſed to rub ſick 
people, when at the laſt extremity, Alas ! ſaid ſhe, tak- 
ing it from the apothecary, I am afraid that this re- 
medy will have no better effect than the lozenges z and 
that I ſhall loſe my gcod maſter. 5 

On the other hand, as Ali Baba and his wife were 
often ſeen to go between Caſſim's and their own houſe 


all that day, and to ſeem melancholy ; nobody was 


much ſurpriſed in the evening to hear the lamentable 
ſhrieks and cites of Caſiim's wife, and Morgiana, who 
told it every where, that her maſter was de. 
The next morning, ſoon after day appeared, Morg1- 
ana, who knew a certain old cobler that opened his 
{tall early, before other people, went to him, and bid- 
ding him good-morrow, put a piece of gold into his 
hand. Well, ſaid Baba Muſtapha, which was his 
name, and who was a merry old fellow, looking 


on the gold, this is good handfel ; what mult 1 do for 


it? 

Baba Muſtapha, ſaid Morgiana, you muſt take along 
with you your ſewing tackle, and go with me; but L 
muſt tell you, we mult blindfold you when you come 
JJ GT LL CO 
Baba Muſtapha ſeemed to boggle a- little at theſe 


words. Oh! oh! replied he, you would have me do 
ſomething againſt my conſcience and honour. God 


forbid, ſaid Morgiana, putting another piece of gold 
into his hand, that I ſhould zſfk any thing that is con- 
trary to your honour ; only come along with me, and 
fear nothing. | Co Po Ld Oboe 

Baba Muſtapha went with Morgiana, who after ſhe 


had bound his eyes, at the place ſhe told him of, with 


an handkerchief, carried him home with her, and never 


unlooſed his eyes till he came into the room where her 


_ maſter lay, Baba Muſtapha, ſaid the, you muſt make 
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hafle and ſew theſe quarters together; and when we hays. 
done, I'll give you another piece of gold. 

After Baba Muſtapha had done as ſhe bid him, ſhe 
blindfolded him again, gave him the gold ſhe promiſed, 
recommending ſecrecy to him, carried him back to the 
place where ſhe firſt bound his eyes; pulled off the band, 
and watched him that he returned to his ſtall, for fear 
he ſhould have the curioſity to dodge her; and then 
went home. 

By that time Morgiana had done all this, and warm- 
ed ſome water to waſh the body, Ali Baba came with 
perfumes and incenſe to embalm it, with the uſual ce- 
remonies. Not long after, the joiner, according to Ali 
Baba's orders, brought the coffin, which Morgiana, that 
he might perceive nothing, received at the door, and 
belpef Al Baba to put the body into it; and as ſoon 
as he had nailed ut up, went to the moſque to tell the 
immam, that they were ready; telling the people of 
the moſque, whoſe buſineſs it was to waſh the dead, 
and who offered to pertorm their duty, that it was done 
already. 

Morgiana had ſcarce got home before the immam, 
and the other miniſters of the moſque, came. Four 
neighbours carried the corpſe en their ſhoulders, and 
' followed the immam, who recited fome prayers, to the 
burying-ground. Morgiana, as a ſlave to the deceaſed, 
follow'd the corpſe, beating her breaſt, and tearing her 
hair; and Ali Baba came after with ſome neighbours, 
who walked two and two, and often relieved one an- 
other in carrying the corpſe, 

Caf m's wife, ſhe ſtaid at home to mourn, and re- 
ceive viſits from her neighbours wives and acquaintance, 
who, according to the cuſtom during the time of the ce- 
remony of the burial, came to bewail wath the widow 
for her lots, 

In this manner Cafim's horrid murder was a. 
and managed fo well by Ali Baba, his wife, Caſſim's 
widow, and Morgiana, that nobody had the leaſt know- 
ledge or ſuſpicion of it. 

Three or four days afterwards, Ali Baba removed 
his goods to his brother's widow's houſe; but the 


Bone; he had taken from the thieves he conveyed 
ng) 
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thither by night; and ſoon after the marriage with his 
filter in- law (which is common in our religion) was 
blown about. 1 

As for Caſſim's ſhop, Ali Baba gave it to his eldeſt 
ſon, who had been ſome time out of his apprenticeſhip 
to a great merchant, promiſing him withal, that if he 
managed the ſtock well, he would give him a fortune to 
marry very advantageouſly, 

Now let us leave Ali Baba'to enjoy the beginning of 
his good forune, and return to the forty thieves. 

_ 'They came again at the appointed time to viſit their 
retreat, and were in a great ſurpriſe to find Caſſim's 
| body taken away, and ſome of their gold; we are cer- 
tainly diſcovered, ſaid the captain, and ſhall be undone, 
if we don't take care and apply {ome remedy ; other- 
wife we thall inſenfibly loſe all the riches which our 
anceſtors have been ſo many years amaſhng together 
with fo much pains and danger. What | think of this 
lofs, which we have ſuſtained, 1s, that the thief which we 
ſurpriſed, had the ſecret of opening the door, and we 
came luckily as he was coming out: But his body be- 
ing removed, and the money which we miſs, plainly 
ſhews, that he has an accomplice ; and it is likely, that 
there were but two who had got this ſecret, and one we 
have catched ; therefore we mult look narrowly after 
the other. What ſay you to it, my lads ? 135 

All the thieves approved of, and thought the captain's 
ſentiments were very juſt, and agreed that they mult lay 
all other enter prizes aſide, to follow this cloſely, and not. 
to depart till they had ſucceeded. 

I expected no leſs, ſaid the captain, from your 
courage and bravery : But firſt of all, we muſt make 
choice of one who is bold enough to go into the town 
dreſſed like a traveller and ftranger, to try if he can 
bear of any one's being barbarouily murdered and maſſa- 
cred, and to endeavour to find out the houſe where he 
lived, This is a thing of the firſt importance for us to 
know, that we may do nothing we may have reaſon 
to. repent of, by diſcovering ourſelves in a country 
where we have lived ſo long unknown, and where we 
have ſo much reaſon to continue: But to prevent our 
being deceived by any one, who ſhall take upon himfelf 
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the chacgs. of this commiſlion, and may come and give 
us a falſe report, which may be the caufe of our ruin; 
J aſk you all, if you don't think it fit, that in that cal 
he mall ſubmit to ſuffer death ? | 
Without waiting for the ſuffrages of all I compani- 
ons, one of the thieves ſtarted up, and ſaid, I ſubmit 
myſelf to this law, and think it an honour to expole my 
life by taking ſuch a commiſſion upon me; but remem- 
ber, if I do not ſucceed, that, at leaſt, I neither want 
courage nor good-will to ſerve my troop. 
After this robber had received the thanks and com- 
mendations of the captain and his comrades, he diſguiſed 
himſelf fo, that nobody would take him for what he was ; 


and taking his leave of the troop that night, went into 


the town juſt at day-break; and waiked up and down 
till he came to Baba Muſtapha” s ſtall, which was rs 
open before any of the ſhops of the town. 

Baba Viuſtapha was ſet on his ſeat, with an awl in 
his hand, juſt going to work, 'The chief ſaluted him, 
bidding him good-morrow ; and perceiving that he was 
old, he ſaid, honeſt man, you begin to work very early : 
Ts it poſſible that any one of your age can ſee io well? 
1 queſtion, if it was ſomewhat lighter, whether I could 
ſce to ſtitch, | 

Certainly, replied Baba Muſtapha, you muſt be a 
ſtranger, and don't know me; for, as cld as Iam, 1 
have extraordinary good eyes; and perhaps you will not 
believe me, when I tell you, that l ſewed a dead body 
together in a place where ] had not fo much light as [ 
have now. 

The thief was overjoyed to think that he had ad- 
dreſſed himſelf at his firſt coming into the town, to a 
man who gave him the intelligence he wanted, without 
aſking him, A dead body! replied he with amazement, 
to make him explain himſelf. How do you ſay, ſtitched 
up a dead body! added he, you mean, you ſewed up 
bis winding-ſheet. No, no, anſwered Baba Muſtapha, 
I know what I ſay ; you want to have me ſpeak out, 
but you ſhall know no more, : 
Ihe thief wanted no greater an inſight to be perſuad- 
ed, that he had diſcovered. what he came about; he 


put Ne hand into his pocket, and pulling out a piece 
ot 
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of pold, putting it into Baba Muſtapha's hand, ſaid to 


him, I don't want to know your fecret, though I can 
aſſure you, I would not divulge it, if you truſted me 
with it. The only thing, which I Gacfire of you, is to 
do me the favour to ſhew me the houle where you 
ſtitched up the dead body. WY 

If I would do you that favour which you aſk of me, 
replied Baba Muſtapha, holdiug the money in his hand,, 


ready to give him again, I aſſure you I cannot do it; 


and you may believe me for this reaſon : I was carried 
to a certain place, where they firſt blinded me, and. 
then led me to the houſe, and brought me back again 
after the ſame manner; therefore you ſee the impoſſibi- 


lity of doing what you deſire. 


Well, replied the thief,, you may remimber a little: 
way that you was led blind-folded. Come, let me 
blind your eyes at the {ame place, perhaps you may. re- 


member ſome part of the way and turnings; and as 


every body ought to be paid for their trouble, there is 
another piece of gold for you; gratity me in what-I 
aſk you. 5 

The two pieces of gold were great temptations to 
Baba Muſtapha: He looked at them a long time in 


his hand, without ſaying one word, thinking with him 


ſelf what he ſhould do; but at laſt. he pulled out his 
5 and put them in- I cannot afiure you, faid 
e to the thief, that 1 can remember the way exactly 3. 


but ſince you defire it, PII try what I can. do- At 
_ theſe words, Baba Muſtapha got off his ſeat, and with- 


out ſhutting up his ſhop, where he had nothing valuable 


to loſe, he led the thief to the place where Morgiana: 


bound his eyes. Iwas here, ſaid Baba Mullapha,. 


where I was-blind-folded ; and I turned this way. The 
. thief, who had his handkerchiet. ready, tied it: over 


his eyes, aud-walked by him till he ſtopped. I think, 


ſaid Baba Muſtapha, I went no farther, than here, ard 
ſtopped directly at Caſſim's houſe, where Ali Baba lived 
then; upon which the chief, before he. pulled off the. 


band, marked the door with a piece of chalk, which he 


had ready in his hand; and when he pulled it off, he 
aſked him if, he knew whoſe houſe that vas ?. 10 which: 


8 Baba. 
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Baba Muſtapha reply'd, that as he did not live in that 
neighbourhood, he could not tell. 

1 he thief, finding he could diſcover no more from 
Baba Muſtapha, thanbed him fer the trouble he had 


given him, and left him to go back to his ſtall, while 
he returned to the foreſt, perſuaded that he ſhould be 


very well received. 


A little after the thief and Baba Muſtapha parted, 


Morgiana went out for ſomething, and coming home 
again, ſeeing the mark the thief had made, ſhe ſtopped 
to obſerve it. What's the meaning of this mark, ſaid 
ihe to herſelf ? ſomebody intends my maſter no good, 
or elſe ſome boy has been playing the rogue; be what it 
will, added ſhe, it is good to fence againſt the worſt, 


Accordingly ſhe went and fetched a piece of chalk, and 


marked two or three doors on each ſide theirs the ſame, 
without ſaying a word to her maſter. 


In the mean time the thief rejoined his troop again. 
in the foreſt, and told them the good ſucceſs he had; 


expatiating upon his good fortune, in meeting with the 
only perſon ſo ſoon, who could inform him of what he 
wanted to know. All the robbers liſtened to him with 


the utmoſt ſatis faction; when the captain commending 
his diligence, and addreſſing himfelt to them all, ſaid, 
Comrades, we have no time to loſe; let us all go armed; 


and that we may not give any ſuſpicion, let one or two 
go privately into the town together, and appoint the 
zendezvous in the great ſquare; and in the mean time 
our comrades, here, and I will go and find out the 


houle, and then we will conſult what is beſt to be done. 


This ſpeech and method was. approved. by all, and 


according to it, they all got into the town without 


being in the leaſt ſyſpeKed. The captain, and he that 


was the ſpy, entered the laſt of all; and when they 
came to the ſtreet where Ali Baba lived, he ſhewed 


the captain one of the houſes, which Morgiana had 


marked, and ſaid, that was it: But going a little farther 


to prevent being taken notice of, the captain obſerved 


that the next door was chalked after the ſame manner 


and place; and ſhewing it to his. guide, aſked him 


{0 


which houſe it was, tay or the firſt ? 'I he guide was 
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fo confounded, that he knew not what anſwer to make; 
and much more, when he and the captain ſaw five or ſix 
houſes beſides marked after the fame manner. He aſ- 
ſured the captain, with an oath, that he had marked but 
one, and could. not tell who had chalked the reſt ſo like 
that which he marked, and owned, in that confuſion, 
he could not diſtinguiſh it. | 

The captain, finding that their deſign proved abor- 
tive, went directly to the place of rendezvous, and told 
the firſt of his troop that he met, that they had loſt all 
their labour, and muſt return to their cave the ſame 
way as they came; and he ſet them, himſelf, the ex- 
ample. 

When the troop was all g0t together, the captain told 
them the reaſon of their returning; and preſently the 
conductor was declared by all worthy of death; and 


with courage and reſignation to their ſuffrages, kneeled 


down to receive the ſtroke from him that was appointed 
to give It. 

But as, for the preſervation of the troop, ſo great an 
injury was not to go unpuniſhed; another of the gang, 
who promiſed himſelf that he ſhould ſucceed bette r, pre- 
ſented himſelf, and his offer being accepted, he went. 
and corrupted Baba Muſtapha, as the other had done ; 
and being ſhewed the houſe, marked it in a place more 
remote from fight, with red challc. 


Not long after Morgiana,. whoſe eyes nothing could. 


eſcape, went out, and leeing the red chalk, and arguing 
after the ſame manner with herſelf, marked the other 
neighbours houſes in the ſame place and manner. 


The thief, at his return to his company, valued him- 
| ſelf very much upon the precaution he had taken, which 


he looked upon as an infallible way of diſtinguiſhing 


Ali Baba's houſe from his neighbouzs ; and the captain 


and all of them thought it would do. They conveyed. 


themſelves into the town, in the ſame manner as before; 


and when the thief and his captain came to the ſtreet, 
they found the ſame difficulty; at which: the captain: 
was enraged, and the thief in as great confuſion as his 


predeceſſor, 


Thus the captain and his troop were forced to retire 
a ſecond time, and much. more diſſatisied; and the 
G 6 robber, 
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176 ARABIAN NIGHTS 
robber, as the author of the miſtake, underwent the 
ſame puniſhment ; which he willingly ſubmitted to. 


The captain having by this way loſt two brave fel» 


lows of his troop, was afraid of diminiſhing it too much 
by purſuing it, and found, by their example, that their. 

-ads were not ſo good as their hands on ſuch occaſions z. 
and therefore reſolved to take upon himſelf this impor- 
tant commiſſion. | 


Accordingly he went and addreſſed himſelf to Baba 
Muſtapha, who did him the ſame piece of ſervice he had. 
done to the former. He never amuſed himſelf with 


ſetting any particular mark on the houſe, but examined 
and obſerved it ſo carefully, by paſſing often by it, that 


it was impoſſible for him to miſtake it. 
The captain, very well ſatisfied with his journey, and 


informed in what he wanted to know, returned to the 


foreſt ; and when he came into the cave, where the 


troop waited for Fim, he iaid, Now, comrades, there's 


nothing can prevent our revenge; I am ceriain of the 


houſe, and in my way hither, I have thought how to 
put it in execution, and if any one knows a better ex- 

pedient, let him communicate it. Then he told them 
his contrivance ; and as they approved of it, he ordered 


them to go into the towns and villages about, and buy. 
Lineteen mules, and eight and thirty large jars, and fill 
one of them full of oil. | | 71 

In two or three days time the thieves purchaſed the 


mules and jars, and the captain put his whole troop- 
into the jars ; all armed, leaving them room to breathe, 


by making holes under. the place where they were tied 


up at top, and rubbed the jars on the outſide with 
Pings being thus prepared, the nineteen mules 
were loaded with ſeven and thirty thieves in jars, and 
the jar of oil; and the captain as their driver ſet out 
wich them, and got to the town by the. duſk of the 
evening, as he intended. He led. them. through the 
ſtreets till he came to Ali Baba's, at whoſe door 5 


e de- 


ſelf to him, and faid, I have brought ſome oil here, 
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a great way, to ſell at to-morrow's market; and it is 
now fo late, that I do not know where to lodge; if I 


mould not be troubleſome to you, do me the tavour to 


let me lie with you, and I ſhall be very much obliged to 
ou. | | 


Though Ali Baba had ſeen the captain of the thieves, 


and had heard him ſpeak; yet it was impoſſible for him 


to know him in the diſguiſe of an oil merchant. He 
told him, he ſhould be welcome, and immediately 
open'd his gates for the mules to go into the yard. 
At the ſame time he called to a ſlave he had, and not 
only ordered him, when the mules were unloaded, to put 
them into the ſtable, but to give them corn and hay; 


and then went to Morgiana, to bid her get a good hot 


ſupper for his gueſt ; and make him a good bed. 


When the captain had unloaded his mules, and led 
them into the ſtable, and was looking for a place to lie 


in all night, Ali Baba went to him, and deſired him to 


walk into the hall, telling him, he would not by any 


means ſuffer him to lie in the yard all night. The 


captain excuſed himſelf very much, upon account of 
being troubleſome, the better to diſguiſe the matter, and. 


at laſt, with much importunity, and with an inward 
latisfaction, conſented. Ali Baba not only bore him 


company, but entertained him with a great many things. 


to divert him, and when he had ſupped, told him, in 
taking his leave for that night, he might. be free, and 
call for what he wanted. | 


The captain roſe up at the ſame time, and went wick 
him to the door; and while Ali Baba went into the 
kitchen to ſpeak to Morgiana, he went into the yard, 
under a pretext of looking at his mules. Ali Baba, 
after charging Morgiana atreſh to take care of his gueſt, 
| ſaid to her, Lo- morrow morning L deſign to go to the 
bath before day ; take care my bathing-linen be; ready, 
and give them to Abdalla, which was the ſlave's name; 
and make me ſome broth againſt I come. back: After 


this he went to bed. = | 
In the mean time, the captain of the thieves went 


into the yard to give his people orders what to do; 
and beginning at the firſt jar, and ſo on to the laſt, ſaid, 
As 


ſoon as I throw ſome ſtones out of the chamber wig- 
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dow, 
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dow, where I lie, do not fail to cut the jar open with 
the knife you have about you, and come out, and ['1] 
be preſently with you. After this he returned into the 
kitchen, and Morgiana taking up alight, conducted him 
to his chamber, where, after ſhe had aſked him, if he 
wanted any thing, ſhe left him; and he, to avoid any 
ſuſpicion, put the light out ſoon after, and laid himſelf 
down 1n his cloaths, that he might be the more ready to: 
riſe again. 1 | == 
Morgiana remembering Ali Baba's orders, got his 


bathing-linen ready, and ordered Abdalla, who was not 


then gone to bed, to ſet on the pot for the broth: but 
while ſhe ſcummed the pot the lamp went out, and 
thece were no candles, nor no more oil in the houſe; 
and what to do ſhe did not know, for the broth muſt be 


made; and Abdalla ſeeing her very uneaſy, ſaid, don't 


fret and teaze yourſelf, but go into the yard, and take 


ſome oil out of ſome of the jars. = 
Morgiana thank'd Abdalla for his advice; and while 
he went to bed, that he might be the better able to riſe 
to follow Ali Baba to the bath, ſhe took the oil pot, ard 
went into the yard; and as ſhe came nigh the firſt jar, 
the thief within it ſaid ſoftly, Is it time 2 


Any other ſlave but Morgiana, to be ſurpriſed as 


: ſhe was to find a man in the jar, inſtead of the oil ſhe 


wanted, would have made great noiſe, as to have given 
an alarm, attended with ill conſequences ; whereas 


Morgiana apprehending immediately the importance 
of keeping the ſecret, and the danger ſhe, Ali Baba, 


and his family, were in, and the neceſſity of applying 


a ſpeedy remedy, without noiſe, conceived at once the 
means, and without ſhewing the leaſt concern, aniwer'd, 


Not yet, but preſently; and went in this manner, to all 


the jars, giving the ſame anſwer, till ſhe came to the jar 
of oil. | | 


By this means, Morgiana found that her maſter Ali 


Baba, who thought that he hac entertained an oil mer- 
chant, had admitted eight and thirty thieves into his. 
- houſe ;; looking on the pretended merchant as their cap- 


tain, ſhe made what haſte ſhe could to fill her oil-por, 
and returned into her kitchen; where as ſoon as ſhe 
had lighted her lamp, ſhe took a great kettle, and went 

| | again 
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again to the oil-jar, filled it full, and ſet it on the fire 
to boil; and as ſoon as it boiled, went and poured 
enough into every jar to ſtifle and deſtroy the thief 
within. „ 

When this action, worthy of the courage of Mor- 
giana, was executed without any fioiſe, as the had pro- 
jected, ſhe returned into the kitchen, and ſhut the 
door; and having put out the great fire ſhe had made 
to boil the oil, and leaving juſt enough to make the 
broth, put out alſo the lamp, and remain'd huſh'd; 
reſolving not to go to bed, till the had obſerved what 
was to follow, | | 

She had not waited above a quarter of an hour, be- 
fore the captain of the thieves waked, pot up, and; 
opened the window ; and finding no light, and hearing. 
no noiſe, or any one ſtirring in the houſe, gave the 
ſignal, by throwing ſtones at the copper jars, never 
_ diſputing but that they would hear the found they gave. 
'Then he liſtened, and hearing nor perceiving nothing, 
whereby he could judge that his companions ſtirred, he 
began to grow very uneaſy, and. threw again a ſecond: 
and third time, and could not comprehend the reaſon 
that none of them ſhould anſwer to his fignal ; cruelly 
alarmed, he went ſoftly down into the yard, and going: 
to the firſt jar, and aſking the thief, whom he thought. 
alive, if he was aſlcep? He ſmelled the hot boiled oil, 
which ſent forth a ſteam out of the jar, and knew: 
thereby that his plot was diſcovered ;. and examining 
all the jars, found that all his gang were dead; and by 
the oil he miſſed out of the laſt jar, he gueſſed at the 
means and manner of their deaths, Enraged, and in. 
"deſpair for having failed in his deſign, and to loſe ſo 
many jolly companions, he forced the lock of a. door: 
that led from the yard to the garden; and climbing 
over the walls of ſeveral gardens, at liſt made his- 
eſcape. RA TP Tay „ 

When Morgiana heard no noiſe, nor ſound, after- 
waiting ſome time, that the captain did not return, ſhe- 
gueſſed that he choſe rather to make his eſcape by the 
gardens, than by the ſtreet. door, which was double 
locked : Satisfied and pleaſed to have {ucceeded fo well, 
and ſecured the houſe, ſhe went to bed... pr 
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. was his ſurpriſe : at laſt, when he 
ſelf, he ſaid, And what's become of the merchant ? 


went into the kitchen to fetch the broth, and carry it 
a | Ls to. 
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Ali Baba roſe before day, and followed by his ſlave 


went to the baths, entirely 1gnorant of the amazing 


accident that had happened at home; for Morgiana 


was in the right not to wake him before, for fear of 
loſing the opportunity; and afterwards ſhe thought it 
needleſs to diſturb him. | Eel 

When he returned from the baths, and the ſun was 


riſen, he was very much ſurpriſed to ſee the oil-jars,. 
and that the merchant was not gone with the mules ; 
and aſked Morgiana, who opened the door, and let all 


things ſtand as they were, the reaſon of it? My good 
maſter, (anſwered ſhe) God preſerve you and your- fa- 
mily ; you will be better informed of what you deſire 


to know, when you have ſeen what I have to ſhew you, 


if you will give yourſelf the trouble to follow me. 
As ſoon as Morgiana had ſhut the door, Ali Baba fol- 
lowed her; and when ſhe brought him into the yard, 


ſhe bid him lcok into the firſt jar ; and ſee if there was 


any oil: Ali Baba accordingly did fo, and ſeeing a. 
man, ftarted bacxward, almoſt frightened out of his 


\ wits, and cried out. Do not be afraid, ſaid Morgiana, 


the man that you ſee there can neither do you nor any 


body elſe any harm. He is dead. Ah, Morgiana! ſaid 


Ali Baba, what is it you ſhew me! Explain the mean- 


ing of it to me, Moderate your aſtoniſhment, and do 
not excite the curioſity of your neighbours, replied 
Morgiana, and I will; for it is of great importance to 


keep this affair ſecret. Look in all the other jars. 
Ali Baba examined all the other jars, one aſter ano- 


ther; and when he came to that which had the oil in it, 
he found it prodigiouſly ſunk, and ſtood for ſome time 
motion]eſs, tometumes looking on the jars, and ſome-- 


times on Morgiana, e ee Os word, ſo great 
ad recovered him 


Merchant, anſwer'd ſhe, he's as much one as I am: 


- FI tell you wao he is, and what is become of him: 

But you had better hear the ſtory in your own cham- 
ber; for it is time that you. had your broth, after. your 

- bathing. i 5 5 


While Ali Baba went into his chamber, Morgiana 


chant would take. | 


never doubted, but that ſeeing he had miſſed his aim, 
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to him; but before he would drink it, he firſt bid her 
ſatisfy his impatience, and tell him the ſtory with all the 


circumſtances ; and ſhe obeyed him, 
Laſt night, fir, ſaid ſhe, when you was gone to bed, 


1 got your bathing linen ready, and gave them to Ab- 
dalla; afterwards I ſet on the pot for the broth, and as 


I was ſkimming the pot, the lamp for want of oil, 
went out; and as there was not a drop more in the 
houſe, I looked for a candle, but could not find one: 


Abdalla ſeeing me vex'd, put me in mind of the jars 


of oil which ftood in the yard. I took the oil pot, and 
went directly to the jar which ſtood neareſt to me; and 
when I came to it, J heard a voice within it ſay, Is it 
time ? I anſwered, without being diſmayed, and com- 
prehended immediately the malicious intention of the 


pretended oil-merchant, Not yet, but preſently. Then 


I went to the next, and another voice aſked me the ſame 
ueſtion, and I returned the ſame anſwer; and ſo on, 

till I came to the laſt, which I found full of oil; with 

which I filled my pot. | „ | 


When I conſidered that there were ſeven and thirty 
thieves in your yard, who only waited for a ſignal to 


be given by the captain, whom you took to be an oil- 
merchant, and entertained ſo handſomely, I thought 


there was no time to be loſt: I carried my pot of oil 
into the kitchen, lighted the lamp, and afterwards 
took the biggeſt kettle I had, went and filled it full of 
dil, and ſet it on the fire to boi), and then went and 


poured as much into each jar, as was ſufficient to prevent 


them from executing the pernicious deſign they came 
about: After this I retired into the kitchen, and put 
out the lamp; but before I went to bed, 1 waited at 
the window to know what meatures the pretended mer- 


After I had watched ſome time for the ſignal, he 


threw ſome ſtones againſt the jars, out of the win- 
dow, and neither hearing, nor perceiving any body 


ſtirring, after throwing three times, he came down, and 
I ſaw him go to every jar; after which, through the 
darkneſs of the night I leſt ſight of him. I waited 
{tome time longer, and finding that he did not return, I 


he 
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he had made his eſcape over the walls of the garden. 
This, ſaid Morgiana, is the account you aſked of me, 
and I am convinced, it is the conſequence of an obſer. 
vation which I had made for two or three days before, 
but did not think fit to acquaint you with; for when I 
came in one morning early, I found our ſtreet door 
marked with white chalk, and the next morning with 
red, and both times without knowing what was the 
intention of thoſe chalks. I mark'd two or three neigh- 
bours doors on each hand, after the ſame manner. If 
you reflect on this, and what has ſince happened, you'll 
find it to be a plot of the thieves of the foreſt, of 
whole gang there are two wanting, and now they are 
reduced to three: All this ſhews, that they had ſworn 
your deſtruction, and *tis proper you ſhould ſtand upon 
your guard, while there's one of them alive : For my 
part, I ſhall not negle& any thing neceſſary to your 
preſervation, which I am in duty obliged to regard. 
Willen Morgiana had left off ſpeaking, Ali Baba was 
ſ> ſenſible of the great ſervice ſhe had done him, that 
he ſaid to her, I will not die without rewarding you 
as you deſerve: I owe my life to thee, and, for the firtt 
token of my acknowledgment, I give thee thy liberty 
from this moment. I am perſuaded with thee, that the 
forty thieves have laid all manner of ſnares for me, 
God, by thy means, has delivered me from them, and 
I hope will continue to preſerve me from their wicked 
deſigns, and by averting the danger which threatencd 
me, will.deliver the world from their perſecution, and 
of that curſed race of people : All that we have to do, 
is to bury them immediately, and with all the ſecre-y 
imaginable ; but that Abdalla and I will undertake. 

Ali Baba's garden was very long, and ſhaded at the 

_ farther end, by a great number of trees: Thither he 
and the ſlave went, and dug a trench long and wid: 
enough to hold all the thieves, and were not long a doing 
it by reaſon that the earth was light, Afterwards the) 
took the bodies out of the jars, they pulled off their ar- 
- mour, carried them to the end of the garden, and then 
filled up the trench again. When this was done, Ali Pa- 
ba hid the jars; and for the mules, as he had no occaſion 
for them, he ſent them at diffecent_times to be Ro: : 
| | | | 11.6 
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While Ali Baba took theſe meaſures to prevent the 


world's knowing how he came by his riches in ſo ſhort 
a time, the captain of the thieves returned to the foreſt, 
in a moſt inconceivable mortification ; and in the agita- 
tion, or rather confuſion, he was in at his ill ſucceſs, 
which proved ſo much contrary to what he had pro- 
miſed himſelf, he entered the cave, not being able, 
all the way from the town, to come to any retolution 
what to do to Ali Baba. 1 

The lonelineſs of the place ſeem'd frightful to him. 


Where are you, my brave lads, cry'd he, my old 


companions? What can I do without you ? How 
unhappy am I to loſe you by ſo fatal and fo bale a fate, 
and ſo unworthy your courage ! Had you died with 
your ſabres in your hands, like brave men as you were, 


my regret had been leſs ! When ſhall I get fo gallant 
a troop again? And if I could, can I undertake it 


without expoſing ſo much gold and treaſure to him, 
who hath Ant, enriched himſelf out of it? I cannot, 
nor ought not think of it, before I have taken away 


his life. Well, I will undertake that myſelf which 
I could not accompliſh with fo powerful aſſiſtance, and 


when I have taken care to ſecure this treaſure from 
being pillaged, PII provide for it new maſters and ſuc- 
ceſſors, who ſhall preſerve and augment it to all 


poſterity, This reſolution being taken, he was not 


in the leaſt embarraſs'd how to execute it; but eaſy in his 
mind, and full of hopes, ilept all that night very quietly. 

When he waked the next morning, which was pretty 
early, he dreſſed himſelf as he had propoſed, very 


agreeable to the project he had in his head, and went to 


the town, and took a lodging in a khan or inn: And 


as he expected what had happened at Ali Baba's might 


make a great noiſe in the town, he aſked his hoſt, by 


way of diſcourſe, what news there was in the city? 


Upon which the inn-keeper told him a great many 


things, which did not concern him in the leaſt. He 


judged by this, that the reaſon why Ali Baba kept this 
affair ſo ſecret, was for fear people ſhould know where 
the treaſure lay, and the means of coming to it; upon 


which account he ſought his life: And this urged him 
the more to neglect nothing to rid himſelf of fo. 


dangerous a perſon, and by as ſecret, a way. The 
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The next thing that the captain had to do, was 


to convey a great many ſorts of rich ſtuffs and fine 
linen to his lodgings, which he did by a great many 
Journeys to the foreſt on a horſe's back, but with all the 
neceſſary precautions imaginable; and to diſpoſe of the 
merchandizes, when he had amaſſed them together, he 
took a ſhop, which happened to be oppoſite to that 
which was Caſſim's, Which Ali Baba's ſon traded in. 

He took upon him the name of Cogia Houflain, and, 
as a new comer, was, according to cuſtom, extremely 
civil and complaiſant to all his neighbours. And as 
Ali Baba's ſon was young and handſome, and a man 
of good ſenſe, and was often obliged to diſcourſe with 


Cogia Houſſain, he ſtrove to cultivate his friendſhip ; 


when after two or three days he underſtood whoſe ſon 
he was. To ſerve his ends, he careſſed him after the 
moſt engaging manner, made him ſome ſmall preſents, 
and often aſked him to dine and ſup with him ; and 
then treated him very handiomely, 


Ali Baba's ſon did not care to lie under ſuch 8. 


gations, without making the like return; but was ſo 
much ſtraitened for want of room in his lodging, that 
he could not entertain him ſo well as he could have 
| wiſhed ; and therefore acquainted his father Ali Baba 
with his thoughts, and told him, that 1t did not look 
well for him to receive ſuch favours from Cogia 
Houſſain, without inviting him again. 

Ali Baba took care of the treat himſelf, with a great 

deal of pleaſure. Son, ſaid he, to-morrow's Friday, 
which is a day that the ſhops are ſhut up; get him to 

take a walk with you after dinner, and as you come 
back, paſs by my door, and call in; it will look better 
to have 1t happen accidentally, than if you gave him a 
formal invitation, I'll go and order Morgiana to 
provide a ſupper. 

The next day after dinner, Ali Baba's ſon and Cogia 
Houſſain walked out, and as they returned, Ali Baba's 
ſon led Co * Houſſain thro? the ſtreet where his father 
lived; when they came to the houſe, he ſtopped 


and icke at the door. This, ſir, ſaid he, is my 


father's houſe; who, upon the account I have given 
him of your friendſhip, charged me to procure him 


the 
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if I may be ſo bold as to aſk you? It is, anſwered Cogia 
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the honour of your acquaintance ; and I deſire you to 
add this one favour more, to thoſe I am already in- 
debted to you. „ 8 
Though it was the ſole aim of Cogia Houſſain to 
introduce himſelf into Ali Baba's houſe, that he might 
kill him without making any noiſe, and hazarding his 
own life; yet he excuſed himſelf, and offered to take 
his leave; but a ſlave having opened the door, Ali 
Baba's fon took him obligingly by the hand, and in a 
manner forced him in. - | | 
Ali Baba receiv'd Cogia Houſſain with a ſmiling _ 
countenance, and in the moſt obliging manner he could 
wiſh for: He thanked him for all the favours he had 


done his ſong adding withal, that he was a young man, 


tiiat could not very well know the world, and might 
profit by his example. * 5 
Cogia Houſſain returned the compliment, by aſſuring 
Ali Baba, that though his ſon might not have the ex- 
perience of older men, he had ſo much good ſenſe, as 


ſtood him in ſtead thereof: And after a little more con- 


verſation on different ſubjects, offered again to take his 
leave; when Ali Baba, ſtopping him, ſaid, Where are 
you going, fir, in ſo much haſte ? I beg you would do 
me the honour to take a ſupper with me, though what 


] have to give you is not worth your acceptance; but 
ſuch as it is, you are heartily welcome to. Sir, replied 


Cogia Houſſain, I am thoroughly perſuaded of your 


_ good-will.; and if I afk the favour of you not to 
take it ill, that I do not accept of your obliging in- 


vitation, I beg of you to believe, that it does not pro- 


ceed from any ſlight, or intention to affront, but from 
a certain reaſon, which you would approve of, if you 


knew it. 5 7 285 5 
And what may that reaſon be, Sir, replied Ali Baba, 


Houilain, that I can eat no victuals thaf has any ſalt in 

them; therefore judge how I ſhould look at your table. 
If that's the only reaſon, ſaid Ali Baba, it ought not to 
deprive me of the honour of your company at ſupper: 


For, in the firſt place, there's no ſalt ever put into my 


bread, and for the meat we ſhall have to-night, I pro- 


mile you there ſhall be none; I'll go and take care of 


that; 
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under his garment. I am not in the leaſt amaze 
mhe to herſelf, that this wicked wretch, who is my 
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that; therefore you muſt do me the favour to ſlay ; I' 


come again immediately. 
Ali Baba went into the kitchen, and ordered Morgi- 


ana to put no ſalt to the meat that was to be dreſſed 


that night ; and beſides, to make two or three ragouts, 
but be ſure to put no ſalt in them. | . 
Morgiana, who was always ready to obey her maſter, 


could not help, this time, ſeeming ſomewhat diſſatisfied 


at his new order. Who is this difficult man, ſaid ſhe, 


who eats no ſalt with his meat? | Your ſupper will be 
ſpoiled, if I keep it back fo long. Don't be angry, 
Morgiana, replied Ali Baba, he is an honeſt man; there- 
fore do as I bid you. er: aha 


Morgiana obeyed, though with fome reluancy, and 


had a great curioſity to ſee this man, who eat no ſalt. 
To this end, when ſne had done what ſhe had to do in 


the kitchen, and Abdalla laid the cloth, ſhe helped to 
carry up the plates; and looking on Cogia Houſſain, 


knew him at the firſt ſight to be the captain of the 
thieves, notwithſtanding his diſguiſe; and examining 


him very carefully, perceived that he had a dagger hid 


maſter's greateſt enemy, would eat no falt with him, 
ſince he intends to aſſaſſinate him; but I will prevent 


a 2 8 | | 
When Morgiana had ſent up the ſupper hy Abdalla, 


while they were eating, ſhe made the neceſiary prepa- 
rations for executing one of the boldeſt acts which could 
be thought on, and had juſt done, when Abdalla came 


again for the deſert of fruit, which ſhe carried up, and 
as ſoon as Abdalla had taken the meat away, ſet it upon 
the table; after that, ſhe ſet a little table and three 
glaſſes by Ali Baba, and going out, took Abdalla along 


with her to go to ſup together, and to give Ali Baba thc 


more liberty of converſation with his gueſt. 


Then the pretended Cogia Houſſain, or rather captain 
of the thieves, thought he had a favourable opportunity 
to kill Ali Baba. I will, ſaid he to himſelf, make the 


father and fon both drunk; and then the ſon, whole life 
I intend to ſpare, will not be able to prevent my ſtabbing 


his father to the heart; and while the ſlaves are at ſup- 
| | | per, 
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per, or aſleep in the kitchen, I can make my eſcape over 
the gardens, as before, 

Inſtead of going to ſupper, Morgiana, who penetrated 
into the intentions of the counterfeit Cogia Houſſain, 
would not give him leave to put his villainous deſign in 
execution, but dreſs'd herſelf like a dancer, girded her 
waiſt with a filver gilt girdle, to which there hung a 


poinard of the ſame metal, and put a handſome maſk 


on her face. When ſhe had thus diſguiſed herſelf, ſhe 


faid to Abdalla, take this tabor, and let us go and divert 


our maſter and his gueſt, as we are wont to do of a 
night, when he is atone. ROE 

| Abdalla took his tabor and play'd before Morgiana 
all the way into the hall, who, when ſhe came to the 
door, made a low courteſy, by way of aſking leave to 


ſhew what ſhe could do; and Abdalla ſeeing that his 


maſter had a mind to fay ſomething, left off playing, 
Come in, Morgiana, ſaid Ali Baba, and Jet Cogia 
Houſſain fee what you can do, that he may tell us what 


he thinks of you : But, fir, ſaid he, turning towards 


Cogia Houſſain, don't think that I put myſelf to any 
expence to give you this diverſion, ſince theſe are my 
flaves, and my cook; and I hope you will not find the 
entertainment they ſhall give us diſagrecable. 
Cogia Houſſain, who did not expect this diverſion 
after ſupper, began to fear that he ſhould not have the 
opportunity that he deſigned to have made uſe of; but 
hoped, if he miſſed it now, to have it another time, b 


keeping up a friendly correſpondence ; therefore, though 


he could have wiſhed Ali Baba would have let it alone, 


he pretended to be obliged to him for it, and had the 
complaiſance to expreſs a pleaſure which he could wil- 


lingly have diſpenſed with. 5 
As ſoon as Abdalla ſaw that Ali Baba and Cogia 
Houſſain had done talking, he began to play on the 


tabor, and accompanied it with an air, to which Mor- 


giana, who was an excellent dancer, danced after ſuch a 
manner, as would have created admiration in any other 


but Cogia Houſſain, who was more attentive to his own 


Alter ſhe had danced ſeveral dances with a great deal 
of juſtneſs, ſhe drew the poinard, and holding it in der 
N hand, 
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168 ARABIAN NICHTS 
hand, dancing a dance, which was very ſurpriſing for 
the many different figures, and fine movements, it re- 
quired. Sometimes ſhe preſented the poinard to one's 
breaſt, and ſometimes to another's, and oftentimes ſeem- 
ed to ſtrike her own. At laſt, when ſhe was juſt out 
of breath, ſhe ſnatched the tabor from Abdalla, with 
her left hand, and holding the dagger in her right, pre- 
ſented the ſide where there was a chink, after the man- 
ner of thoſe who get their livelihoods by dancing, to try 
the liberality of the ſpectators. 

Ali Baba put a piece of gold into the tabor as did 
alſo his ſon ; and Cogia Houſſain ſeeing that ſhe was 
coming to him, had pulled out his purſe to make her a 
pore too; but while he was putting his hand into it, 

orgiana, with a courage and reſolution worthy of her- 
ſelf, plunged the poinard into his heart. 


Ali Baba and his ſon were very much frighted at this 


action. Ah! unhappy wretch, cried Ali Baba, what 
haſt thou done to ruin me and my family? It was to 
preſerve you, and not to ruin you, anſwered Morgiana; 
for ſee here, ſaid ſhe, (opening Cogia Houſſain's gar- 
ment, and ſhewing the dagger) what an enemy you had 
entertained ? Look well at him, and you'll find him to 


be both the pretended oil merchant, and the captain of 


the gang of forty thieves. Remember too, that he would 
eat. no ſalt with you; and what would you have more 
to inform you of his wicked defign ? Before I ſaw him, 
I ſuſpected him, when you told me you had ſuch a 
gueſt ; and when I ſaw him, found that my ſuſpicion 
was not groundleſ e. 


Ali Baba, who was immediately ſenſible of the new 
obligation he had to Morgiana, for ſaving his life a ſe- 
cond time, embraced her; Morgiana, ſaid he, I gave 
thee thy liberty; and then promiſed thee, that my ac- 
knowledgment ſhould not ſtop there, but that I would 
expreſs it much farther; and now I'Il give a proof of 

it, by making thee my daughter-in-law. Then ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to his ſon, he ſaid to him, I believe 
you, ſon, to be ſo dutiful a child, that you will not re- 
fuſe Morgiana to be your wife. You ſee that Cogia 
Houſſain ſought your friendſhip with a treacherous de- 
ſign to take away my life; and, if he had ſucceeded, 
RR a a6 6 0 06420 "Ts 
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there's no diſpute but he would have ſacrificed you too 
to his revenge. Conſider, that by marrying Mor- 
giana, you matry the ſupport of my family, and your 
own. 

The ſon, far from ſhewing any diflike, readily con- 
Tented to the marriage ; not only becauſe he would not 
diſobey his father, but that his inclination prompted 
Him to it. 

Alfter this, they thought of burying the captain of the 

thieves with his comrades, and did it ſo privately, that 
no body knew any thing of it, till a great many years 
after, when not any one had any concern in the publi- 
cation of this remarkable hiſtory. _ 5 

A few days afterwards, Ali Baba celebrated the nup- 
tials of his ſon and Morgiana with great ſolemnity, and 
was very glad to ſee that his friends and neighbours, 
whom he invited, had no knowledge of the true motives 
of that marriage; but that thoſe perſons, who were not 
unacquainted with Morgiana's good qualities, ſhould 
commend his generoſity. | FD „5 

Ali Baba forbore, a long time after this marriage, 
from going again to the thieves cave, from the time he 


brought his brother Caſſim, and ſome bags of gold on 


three aſſes, for fear of being ſurpriſed by the other two 
to be Alice. T es - 
But at the year's end, when he found they had not 
made any attempt to diſturb him, he had a great incli- 
Nation to make anather journey, ng the moſt neceſ- 
ſary precautions far his ſafety. Accordingly he mount- 
ed his horſe; and when he came to the cave, and ſaw 


_ thieves, whom he could give ne account of, but ſuppoſed 


no foot-ſteps of either man or horſe, he looked upon 


it as a good ſign ; he alighted off his horſe, and tied 
him to a tree; and preſenting himſelf before the door, 
pronouncing theſe words, Open, Seſame ; the door 
opened]; he went in, and by the condition he found things 


an, he judged that no body had ever been there ſince 


the falſe Cogia Houſſain, when he fetch'd the goods for 
his ſhop, and that the gang of forty thieves was quite 


deſtroy d, and never diſputed but he was the my perſon 


in the world, who had the ſecret of going into the cave, 


and 
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170 ARNABIAN NIO ATS 
and that all the treaſure was ſolely at his diſpoſal; and 
having brought a valaiſe along with him, he put as 
much gold into it as his horſe could carry, and then 
returned to town. . | | 


Afterwards Ali Baba carried his ſon to the cave, 


taught him the ſecret, which they handed down to their 
F and uſing this good fortune with moderation, 


offices of the city. 
The Story of Ali Cogia, a Merchant of Bagdad. 
I the reign of the caliph Haroun Alraſchid, there 


lived at Bagdad a merchant, whoſe name was 
Ali Cogia, that was neiiher one of the richeſt, nor the 
meaneſt ſort, He was a bachelor, and lived maſter 


of his own actions, in the houſe which was his ta- 


ther's, very well content with the profit he made of his 

trading; but happening to dream for three nights toge- 

ther, that a venerable old man came to him, and, with 
a ſevere look, reprimanded him for not having made a 
pilgrimage to Mecca, he was very much troubled, _ 


As a good muſlelman, he knew he was obliged to 


undertake a pilgrimage ; but as he had a houſe, ſhop, 
and goods, he always believed that they might ſtand 
for a ſufficient reaſon to excuſe him, endeavouring by 
his charity and other good deeds, to atone for that neg- 
lect: But, after this dream, his conſcience was ſo much 
* that the fear leſt any misfortune ſhould befal 


im, made him reſolve not to defer it any longer; and 


to be able to go that year, he ſold off his houſhold goods, 
his ſhop, and with it the greateſt part of his merchan- 
dizes, reſerving only ſome, which he thought might 
turn to a better account at Mecca ; and mecting with 
a tenant for his houſe, let that alſo. 8 


Things being thus diſpoſed, he was ready to go, when 
the Bagdad caravan ſet out for Mecca, the only thing 
he had to do, was to ſecure a ſum of a thouiand pieces 
of gold, which would be troubleſome to carry along with 
him, beſides the money he had ſet apart to defray his 
expences. To this end, he made choice of a jar of a 
5 | propor- 


ived in great honour and ſplendor, ſerving the greateſt 


NE OED 


OE EI — Dona doo nth 


en * . nit er. W 4 
* E l 0 


eee eee eee TY eee AP, eee 


2 eee eee 
— | Rr , SE FLY TO. 
ah EY l n G N + es As. WE ce 


ENTERTAINMENT S. 177 


proportionable ſize, put the thouſand pieces of gold into 


it, and covered them over with olives. When he had 
cloſed the mouth of the jar, he carried it to a merchant, 
a particular friend of his, and ſaid to him, You know, 
brother, that in two or three days time I ſet out with the 


Caravan, on my pilgrimage to Mecca and I beg the fa- 


your of you, that you would take upon you the charge 


of keeping a jar of olives for me till I return. The 


merchant promiſed him he would, and in an obliging 
manner ſaid, Here take the key of my warehouſe, and 
ſet your jar where you pleaſe : I promiſe you ſhall find 
it there when you come again, 

On the day the caravan was to ſet out, Ali Cogia 


added himſelf to it, with a camel (loaded with what 
merchandizes he thought fit to carry along with him} 
Which ſerved him to ride on, and atnved ſafe at Mecca, 


where he viſited, along with other pilgrims, the temple 
ſo much celebrated and frequented by all muſſelmen, 


every year, who come from all parts of the warld, and 
_ obſerve religiouſly the ceremonies preſcribed them; and 


when he had acquitted himſelf of the duties of his pil- 
grimage, he expoſed the merchandizes he had brought 


with him, to ſell or exchange them. 


Two merchants paſing by, and ſeeing Ali Cogia's 
goods, thought them ſo ſine and choice, that they ſtop- 


ped ſome time to look at them, tho' they had no occa- 
ſion for them; and when they had ſatisſied their curioſi- 
ty, one of them ſaid to the other, as they were going 


away, If this merchant knew to what profit theſe goods 

would turn at Cairo, he would carry them thither, and 

not ſell them here, tho? this is a good wart. 
Ali Cogia heard theſe words; and as he had often 


heard talk of the beauties of Egypt, he was reſolved to 


take the opportunity of ſeeing them, and _—_ a jour- 
ney thither; therefore, after having packed up his goods 
again, inſtead of returning to Bagdad, he ſet out for 
Egypt, with a caravan of Cairo; and when he came 
thither, he found his account in his journey, and in a 
few days fold all his goods to a greater advantage than 
he hoped for, With the money he bought others, with 


an intent to go to Damaſcus ; and while he waited for 
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the opportunity of a caravan, which was to ſet forwards 
in ſix weeks, he ſaw all the rarities at Cairo, as the py- 
ramids, &c. and rowing up and down the river Nile, 


viewed the moſt noble and charmingly ſituated towns on 


each ſide. | 

As the Damaſcus caravan took Jeruſalem in their way, 
our Bagdad merchant had the opportunity of ſeeing the 
temple, looked upon by all the muſſelmen to be the 
moſt holy, after that of Mecca. | 


delightful " that it exceeded the deſcriptions given 
of it in hi 
vertheleſs had not forgot his native Bagdad; for which 


place he ſet out, and arrived at Halep, where he made 


ſome ſtay ; and from thence, after having paſſed the 
Euphrates, he bent his courſe to Mouſſel, with an 
intention, in his return, to come down the Tigris. 

When Ali Cogia came to the Mouſſel, the Perſian 
merchants, with whom he travelled from Halep, and 


had contracted a great friendſhip, had got ſo great an 


aſcendant over him, by their civilities, and agreeable 


behaviour, that they eaſily perſuaded him not to leave 


them, till they came to Schiraz, from whence he might 
eaſily return to Bagdad with a conſiderable profit. They 


led h m thro” the towns Sultania, Rei, Coam, Laſchan, 


Iſpahan, and from thence to Schiraz ; from whence he 


was ſo complaiſant, as to bear them company to the 


Indies, and ſo came back again with them to Schiraz ; 


inſomuch that, accounting for the abode he made in 


every town, he was ſeven years abſent from Bagdad, 
Whither he then reſolved to return. 1. 
All this time his friend, with whom he had left his 


jar of olives, neither thought of him nor them; but 


juſt at the time when he was coming with a imall cara- 
van from Schiraz, one evening when this merchant 
was ſupping at home with his family, and the diſcourſe 
happening to fall upon olives, his wife was deſirous to 
eat ſome, ſaying, that ſhe had not taſted any for a long 
while. Now you talk of olives, faid the merchant, you 


put me in mind of a jar, which Ali Cogia left with me 


leven 


Ali Cogia found Damaſcus ſo delicious a place, 
abounding with fine meads, pleaſantly watered, and 


ry. Here he made a long abode, but ne- 
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ſeren years ago, when he went to Mecca ; and put it 
himſelf in my warchoule, for me to keep for him againſt 
he returned ; and what is become of him, I know not; 


tho', when tae caravan came back, they told me he was 


gone for Egypt. Certainly he muſt be dead, ſince he 
has not returned in all this time; and we may eat the 
olives, if they prove good. Lend me a plate and a 
candle, and I will go and fetch ſome of them, and 
we'll fee. | EEE | 

For God's ſake, good huſband, faid the wife, do not 


commit fo baſe an action; you know, that nothing is. 


more ſacred than what is committed to one's care and 


truſt : You ſay Ali Copia has been gone to Mecca, and 


is not returned; and they fay, that he is gone into 


Egypt; and how do you know, but that he may be gone 
farther? As you have no news ct his death, he may re- 
turn to morrow, for any thing you can tell; and what 


a diſgrace would it be to you and your family, if he 


ſhould come, and you not to reſtore him his jar in the 
ſame condition he left it? J declare I have no deſire of 
the olives, and will not taſte of them; for when I men- 
tioned them, it was only by way cf diſcourſe ; beſides, 


do you think that they can be good, after they have 
been kept fo long? They muſt be all mouldy, and 


ſpotled ; and if Ali Cogia ſhould return, as I have a 
great fancy he will, and ſhould find they have been 


opened, what will he think of your honour ? I beg of 


you to let them alone, | by, 
The wife had not argued ſo long with her huſband, 


but that ſhe read his obſtinacy in his face, In ſhort, he 


never regarded what ſhe ſaid, but got up, took a candle 
and a platter, and went into the warehouſe. Well, 


huſband, ſaid the wife again, remember I have no hand 


in this buſineſs ; and that you cannot lay any thing to 


my charge, if you ſhould have caule to repent of this 


The merchant's ears were deaf to theſe remonſtrances 
of his wife, and he ſtill perſiſted in his deſign. When 
he came into the warehouſe, he opened the jar, and 


found the olives all mouldy ; but to ſee if they were all 


ſo to the bottom, he turned the jar topſy-turvy . * 
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the plate; and by ſhaking the jar, ſome of the you 
tumbled out. 

At the ſight of the gold, the merchant, who was na- 
turally cov eicus, looked into the] jar, and perceived that 


he had ſhaked out almoſt all the olives, and what re- 


mained was gold coin fait wedged in, he immediately 
put the olives into the Jar again, and returned to his 
wife. Indeed, my dear, ſaid he, you was in the right 
to ſay that the olives were all mouldy ; for 1 found it to, 
and have made up the jar juſt as Ali Cogia left it; ſo 
that he will not perceive that they have been touch'd, if 
he ſhould return, You had better have taken my advice, 
ſaid the wife, and not meddled with them, God prant 
no miſchief comes of it. ON 
* The merchant was not in the leaſt affeted with his. 
wife s Iaſt words, but ſpent almoſt the whole night, in 
thinking how he might appropriate Ali Cogia's gold to 
his own uſe, in cale Ali Cogia ſhould return, and aſk. 
nim ſor the jar. The next morning he went and bought. 
ſome olives of that year, took out the old, and the gold, 
and fled the jar with the new, covered it up, and put 
it in the fame place. : 

Abour a month after the merchant had committed ſo 
bate an action, for which ke ought to pay dear, Ali 
Cogia arrived at Bagdad; ; and as he had let his houſe, 
he alichted at a Khan, chuſing to Ray there till he gave 
his tenant warning, that he might Provide himſelf of 
another houſe. 

The next morning Ali Cogia went to pay a viſit to 
the merchant his friend, who received him in the moſt 
obliging manner imaginable ; and expreſs'd a great 
deal of joy at his return, after ſo many years abſence ;, 
telling him, that he had begun to loſe all hopes of 
ever ſeeing him again. 

Aſter the uſual compliments on ſuch a meeting, Ali 
Cogia deſired the merchant to return him the jar of 
__ ohves, which he had lett with him, and to excule the 

liberty he had taken, in giving him ſo much trouble. 

_. My dear friend Alt Cogaa, replied the merchant, you. 
are to blame to make a'l theſe apologies on ſuch an oc- 
caſion, I ſhould have made as free with you; there, 
take 
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take the key of my warehouſe, go and take it; you . 
will find it in the ſame place where you left it. 


175 


Ali Cogia went into the merchant's warehouſe, took 


his jar; and after havin 


© 


g returned him the key, and 


thanks for the favour he had done him, returne ed with 


it to the khan, where he lodged ; 


and opening the] jar, 


and putting his hand down to the bottom, to ſee for his 


gold, was very much pries to lind none. 
he thought he might perhaps bt 
ver the truth, poured out all the olives, with ut fo much 
as finding one ſingle piece of money. 
ment was fo great, that he ſtood for ſome time mo- 
then lifttog up his hands and eyes to heaven, 


tionleſs; 


At firik 


e millaken ; and to diſco- 


His aſtonith- 


he wn out, Is it poſſible that a man, whom I took for 
my very good kciend, ſhould be guilty of ſo baſe an 


action ? 


Ali Cogia, cruelly frighted at ſo confiderable a loſs, re- 
My good friend, 


turned immediately to the merchant : 


ſaid he, do not be ſurpriſed to ſee me come back fo 
foon : 1 own the jar of olives to be the ſame 
but with the olives I put a thoufand 
Perhaps you | 


your magazine; 
pieces of gold 1 into it, which J don't find ; 


put into 


might have had an occaſion for them, and uſed them in 


your trathck : 


It ſo, they are at your 
me out of my pain, and give me an acknowledgment, | 


and pay them me again at your own convenience. 


The merchant, who expected that Ali Cogia would 


ervice; only put 


come wich ſuch a complaint, had meditated upon a ready 


anſv er, 


Friend Ali Cogia, ſaid he, when you brought 


your jar of olives to me, I never touched it, but pave 
you the key of my warehouſe, whither you carried it 


yourſelf; and did not you find it in the ſame place, co- 


vered in the ſame manner as when you left it? And if 
you put gold in it, you have found it again: You told 


me that they were olives, and I believed io. 
I know of the matter, and you may believe me, if you | 


pleaſe, for I never touched them. 


Ali Cogia made uſe of all the mild v ways he could 
think of, to oblige the merchant to do him right. 


This is alk 


"7. 


love peace and quietneſs, ſaid he to him, and ſhall be 
very ſorry to come to thoſe extremities, which will bring 
the greatelt digrace upon vou; conſider, that mer- 


4 


chants, | 
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chants, as we are, ought to forſake all intereſt to pre- 
ſerve a good reputation. Once again I tell you, I ſhould 
be very much concerned, if your obſtinacy ſhould oblige 
me to force you to do me juſtice ; for I would rather, 
almoſt, loſe what is my right, then have recourſe to 
law. 


Ali Cogia, replied the merchant, you agree that you 


left the jar of olives with me; and now you have taken 
it away, you. come and aſk me for a thouſand pieces of 
gold. Did you ever tell me that ſuch a ſum was in the 
Jr? I knew nothing but that they were olives. I 
wonder you do not as well alk me for diamonds and 


pearls ; be gone about your buſineſs, and do not raiſe 


a mob about my ſhop. 

Thee laſt words were  rdhounced in ſo great an 
heat and paſſion, as not only made thoſe who ſtood 
about the ſhop. already ſtay longer, and created a great 
mod, but made the neighbouring merchants come out 
of their ſhops to ſee what was the diflerence between 


Ali Cogia, and the merchant, and endeavour to recon- 


cile them; and when Ali Cogia had informed them of his 
grievance, they aſked the merchant what he had to ſay? 
The merchant owned, that he had kept the jar for 
Ali Cogia in his warehouſe, but denied that ever he 
meddled with it; and ſwore, that he knew nothing 


but that it was full of olives, as Ali Cogia told him, 
and bid them all bear witneſs of the infult and affront 
offered him. You bring it upon yourſelf, ſaid Alt 


Cogia, taking him by the arm; but ſince you uſe me 


ſo baſely, I cite you according to the law of God: 


Let us fee whether you will have the aſſurance to ſay 
the ſame. thing before the cady. 


The merchant could not refuſe this Wms which 


every good muſſelman is bound to obſerve, or be decla- 
red à rebel againſt his religion; but ſaid, With all my 
heart, we ſhall ſoon ſee. who is in the wrong. | 

Ali Cogia carried the merchant before the cady, be- 
fore whom he accuſed him of cheating him cf a thouſand 


pieces of gold, which he had left with him. The cady 


aſked him, if he had any witneſſes; to which he replied, 
that he had not taken that neceſſary precaution, 


- becauſe he believed the perſon he truſted his mone x 
With 
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aich to be his friend, and always took him for an honeſt 
man. 

N The merchant made the ſame deſence he had done 


before the merchants, his eighbours, offering to make 
oath, that he never had the money he as accuſed of, 
and that he did not ſo muck as know there was tuch a 
ſum ; upon which the cady took his oath, and after- 
wards diſmiſſed him. 

Ali Cogia, extremely mortified to find that he muſt 
ſit down with ſo conſiderable a loſs, proteſted againſt 
the ſentence the cady gave, declaring that he would - 

appeal to the caitph Haroun Alraſchid, who would do 
him juſtice ; which proteſtation the cady only looked 
upon as the effect of the common refentment of all thoſe 
who loſe their cauſe; and thought he had done his 
duty, in acquitting a perf n accuſed wichout witneſſes, 
While the merchant return'd home, triumphing over 
Ali Cogia, and overjoy'd at his good fortune, Alt Cogia 
went to get a petition drawn up; and the next day ob- 
ſerving the time when the caliph came from prayers in 
the afternoon, he placed himſelf in the ſtreet he was to 
paſs thro'; and holding out his hand with the petition, 
an officer appointed ;or that purpoſe, who always goes 
before the caliph, came and 2 it from him. 
As Ali Cogia knew that it was the caliph's cuſtom to 
read the petitions as he went into the palace, he went 
into the court, and waited till the officer came out of 
the caliph's apartment, who told him the hour the 
caliph had appointed to hear him; and then aſking him 
where the merchant lived, he ſent him to ſignify the 
caliph's pleaſure. | 
That fame evening, the callnk,. the grand viſier 
Giafar,, and Meſrour the chief of the eunuchs, went all 
| diſguited thro? the town, as I have already told your 
majeſty it was uſual ſo to do; and paſſing thro” a ſtreet, 
the caliph heard a noiſe, and mending bis pace, he 
came to a gate, which led into a little court; through 
a hole he perceived ten or twelve children playing by 
moon-light. _ 
The caliph, who was curious to know at what phay 
the children played, fat down upon a bench, whick he 
found juſt by; and ful 11 es o' the hole, he heard: 
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one of the briſkeſt and livelieſt of the children fay, 
Come, let us play at the cady. I will be the cady 3 
bring Ali Cogia, and the mei chant who cheated him 
of the thouſand pieces of gold before me. 

Theſe words of the child put the caliph in mind oC 
the petition Ali Cogia had given him that day, and 
made him to redouble his attention. 

As Alt Cogia's affair and the merchant's made a 
reat noiſe, and was in every body's mouth in renn 
it had not eſcaped the children, who all accepted the 
propoſition with joy, and agreed on the parts each was 
to act; not one of them refuſed him that made the pro- 
poſal to be cady: and when he had taken his ſeat, 
which he did with all the ſeeming gravity of a cady, 

another, as an officer of the court, preſented two before 
bim; one as Ah Cogia, and the other as the merchant | 
againſt whom he complained. 

Then the pretended cady di: recting his diſcourſe to 
the feigned Ali Cogia, aſked him what he had to lay 
to that merchant's charge? 

Ali Cogia, after a low bow, A the young 

cady of the fact, and related every particular, and 
afterwards begged, that he would ule his authority, 
that he might not loſe ſo coniiderable a ſum of money, 
he cady turn'd about to the merchant, aſked 
y he did not return the money which Ali Cogia 
demayded of him? 
The young merchant alledged the ſame i. a8 
tte real merchant had done before the cady himſelf, 
and proffered to confirm it by an oath, that what he 
had {aid was truth. 

Not ſo faſt, replied the pretended cady 3 before you 
come to your oath, I ſhould be glad to ſee the jar of 
olives. Ali Cogia, faid he, addrefling himſelf to the 
lad who acted that part, have you brought the jar? No, 
replied he; then go and fetch it immediately. 

The pretended Alt Cogia went immediately, and re- 

turning as ſoon, feigned to bring a jar beſore the cady, 

telling him, that it was the ſame he left with the accu- 
ſed perſon, and took away again. But to omit no part 

of the formality, the ſuppoſed cady aſked the merchant, 
ak it was the ſame ; and as by his filence he ſeemed not 
| o 
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to deny it, he ordered it to be opened He that repre- 
ſented Ali Copa, emed to take v1: the cover, and the 
. pretended cady made as if he lo into it. They are 
. tine olives, {aid he, let me talte of chem; and then pre- 
2 tending to eat of them, added, they are excellent: But, 
| continued he, I cannot think that olives will keep ſeven 
years, and be ſo good: Send for two olive-merchants, 
and let me hear whar is their opinion. Then two boys, 
as olive-mercaants, prelented themſelves. © Ale you 
olive-merchants, {aid the ſham oy Tell me, how 
long olives vill keep to be fit to eat, 

Sir, replied the two merchants, let us take what care 
we can, they will hardly be worth any thing at the third 
year ; for then they have neither taſte nor colour, If it 
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be ſo, anſwered the cady, look into that nk and teil 
| me how old thoſe olives are? ] 
B 'The two merchants EY to examine, ind to taſte. thy! 
q the olives, and told the cady they were new and good, 17k 


=—_— 
Aon wu 


You are deceived, {aid the young cady, there's All Cogia 

there ſays they were put into the jar ſeven years ago. 
Sir, replied the eee we can aſſure you, they 

are of this year's growth; and we will maintain, there's 

f not a merchant in Bagdad but will ſay the ſame. 

q The ſame merchant that was accuſed, would fain have 
objected againft the evidence of the olive-merchants; 
but the cady would not ſuffer him. Hold your tongue, 
{aid he, you are a rogue, and ought to be hang'd. I hen 
the children put an end to their play , by clapping their 
hands with a great deal of joy, and ieizing the criminal, 
to carry him to ekecution. . 

I cannot expreſs how much the caliph Haroun Al- 
raſchid admired the wiidom and ſenſe of the boy, who 
had paſſed ſo juſt a ſentence, in an affair which was to 
be pleaded betore,him the next day; and tiſing up off 
the bench he ſat on, he aſked the grand viuer, who 
heard all that paſſed, what he thought of it? ladeed. 
commander of the true believers, anſwered the grand 

* vifcer Giafarn, I am ſurpriſed to find ſo much. ſenſe in 
one ſo young. 

Bat, anſwered the caliph, doſt thou wn one thing 2 
Sl ha pronounce ſentence in this very cauſe to-morrow, 
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and that the true Ali Cogia, preſented his petition to 


me to-day ; and do you think, continued he, that I can 
judge better? I think not, anſwered the viſier, if the 
caſe is as the ehildren repreſented i it. Take notice then 
of this houſe, ſaid the caliph, and bring the boy to me 


to-morrow, that he may judge of this affair in my pre- 


ſence; and alſo order the cady, who acquitted the 


roguith merchant, to attend to take example by a child. 
Beſides, take care to bid Ali Cogia bring his jar of. 


olives with him, and let two olive-merchants be preſent. 
After this charge he purſued his rounds, without meet - 
ing with any thing worth his attention. 


The next day the viſier went to the houſe where the. 


caliph had been a witneſs of the childrens play, and. 
aſked fur the maſter it; but he being abroad, his wife 
came to him. He aſked her, if ſhe had any children ?. 
To which {be anivered, ſhe liad three; and called them. 
My brave boys, ſaid the viher, which of you was the: 
cady, when you played together laſt night? The eldeſt 
made aniwer, he was: But not knowing why he aſked, 
che queſtion, coloured. Come along with me, child, 


ſaid the grand viſter, the commander of the faithful 


wants to fee you. 


The mother was in a great fright,. when the ſaw the : 


grand viſier would. take her fon with him, and aſked. 
him, upon what. account the caliph wanted him? The 
grand viſier promiſed her, that he ſhould return again in 
an hour's time, when he would tell her, afuring her he 
ſhould come to no harm. But pray, fir, ſaid the mother, 
give me leave to dreſs him firſt, that he may be fit to ap- 
pear before the commander. of che faithful ; which the 
viter readily complied with, 


As ſoon «sthe child was dreſs'd, the viſier carried TRY 


and preſented him to the caliph, at the time. he had ap- 
pointed Ali Cogia and the merchant, 


The caliph, who ſaw that the boy was. daſhed, to en- 


| courage him, ſaid, Come to me, child, .and tell me, if it 
was you that determined the aicair between Ali Cogia, 
and the merchant. that cheated: him of his money ? I 


jaw and heard you, and am very well pleaſed with you; 


the Fg anſwered yy that it was he. ke x my 
ar, 
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dear, replied the caliph, come and ſit down by me, 
and you ſhall ſee the true Ali Cogia, and the true mer- 
chant. | 

Then the caliph ſet him on the throne by him, and 
aſked for the two parties. When they were called, they 
came and proſtrated themſelves before the throne, bow- 
ing their heads quite down to the tapeſtry. Afterwards. 
the caliph ſaid to them, Plead both of you your cauſes: 
before this child, who ſhall do you both juſtice 3 and if 
he ſhould be at a loſs, III rectify it. . 

Ali Cogia and the merchant pleaded one after the 
other, as before; but when the merchant propoſed his 
oath, the child ſaid, it is too ſoon; it is proper that 
we ſhould ſee the jar of: olives, 

At theſe words Ali Copia preſented the jar, placed id 
at the caliph's feet, and opened it. The caliph looked 
upon the olives, and took one and taſted of it. Aﬀer- 
wards the merchants were called, who examined the 
olives, and reported that they were good, and of that 
year, The boy told them, that Ali Cogia aſſured him, 
that it was ſeven years ſince he put them up; and they 
returned the ſame anſwer as the children, who repre- 
ſented them the night before. „ 
Iho' the merchant, who was accuſed, ſaw plainly 
that theſe merchants opinions would condemn him, 
yet he would ſay ſomething in his own juſtification. 
When the child, inſtead of ordering him to be hanged; 
looked upon the caliph, and ſaid, Commander. of the 
faithful, this is no jeſting matter; it is your majeſty 
that muſt condemn him to death, and not me, though I. 
did it. yeſterday in. my play. = : 

The caliph, fully ſatisfied of the merchant's villainy, 
gave him into the hands of the miniſters of juſtice, to 
be hanged: Which ſentence was executed upon him, 
after he had confeſſed where he had hid the thouſand 
Pieces of gold, which were reſtored to Ali Cogia. Then 
the monarch, who was all juſt and equitable, turning 
to the cady, bid him learn of that. child how to acquit 
himſelf of his duty, and embracing the boy, ſent him 
home with a purſe of an hundred pieces of gold, as a 
„„ r eh es, 
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2. be flary of the Inchanted Horſe. | 


N the Novrouz, that is to ſay, The new day, which 
is the firſt of the year and ſpring, an ancient and 


ſolemn feaſt is obſerved throughout all Perſia, which. 


has been continued from the time of  1dolatry, to the 
introduction of our prophet's holy religion, which, as 
pure and true as It is, has not been able to aaoliſh that 


heatheniſh cuſtom, and the ſuperſtitions ceremonies, 
which are not only obſerved in the great cities, but ce- 
lebrated with extraordinary png in every little who 
lage and hamlet. 

But of all places, theſe rejoicings are the moſt extraor- 
dinary at the court, for the variety of new ſurpriſing 
ſights, inſomuch that ſtrangers are invited from the moſt 
remote parts of the world, by the king's rewards and 
Überality towards thoſe who are the moſt excellent in 
| their inventions. In ſhort, nothing in the world can 
come nigh them in magnificence. 

One of theſe feaſt days, after the moſt ingenious ar- 


tiſans had repaired the Schiraz, where the court then re- 


ſided, and had entertained the king and all the court 
with their fights, and had been bountifully and liberally 
rewarded according to their merit, when the aſſembly 
was juſt breaking up, an Indian appeared at the foot 
of the throne, with an artificial horte richly bridled and 


ſaddled, and fo well made, that at firſt ſight he looked 


like a live horſe. | 
The Indian proftrated himſelf before the throne ; and 
then pointing to the horſe, ſaid to the king, Tho”, ſir, 


I preſent myielf the laſt before your majeſty, yet I can 


aſſure you, that nothing that has been ſhewn to-day, is 

ſo wonderful as this horſe, on which I beg your majeſty 

would be pleaſed to caſt your eyes. I ſee nothing more 

in the horſe, ſaid the king, but the natural reſemblance 
the workman has given him, and what another workman 
may do as well, or better. | 


Sir, replied the Indian, it is not his outward form 
and make, that I intend your majeſty ſhould look upon 


as onder, but the uſe 4 know how to make of 1 
an 
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and what any other perſon, when I have communi- 
cated the ſecret to him, may do as well, Whenever E 


mount him, be it where it will, I can tranſport myſelf 


through the air, to the moſt diſtant part of the world, 
in a very ſhort time. This, fir, is the wonder of my 
horſe 3 a wonder, which no body every heard ſpeak of, 
and which I offer to ſhew your majeſty, if you com- 
mand me. 1 5 n 
The king of Perſia, who was fond of every thing 
that was curious, and after the many wonderful thin 


23 


he had ſeen, and deſired to ſee, had never ſeen or heard. 


of any thing like what the Indian propoſed, told him,, 
that nothing but the experience of the truth of what he 


told ſhould convince him; and that withal he was 


ready to ſee him perform what he promiſed. 


Ihe Indian preſently put his foot into the ſtirrup, 


and mounted his horſe with a great deal of activity; and 

when he had got the other foot into the ſtirrup, and 
had fixed himſelf in the ſaddle, he aſked the 
Perſia, Where he pleaſed to ſend him. 


About three leagues from Schiraz, there was an high 


mountain, which affords a pleaſant proſpect to the large 


ſquare which was before the palace, where the king and 
Go to that mountain, ſaid the. 


his court. then were. 
king, pointing to the hill, it is far enough to judge of 


the haſte thou canſt make: But becauſe it is not poſſible 
for the eye to follow thee ſo far, for a certain ſign that 


thou haſt been there, I expect that thou ſhouldit bring 


me a branch of a palm- tree, that grows at the bottom 
of the hill. | 


The king of Perſia had no ſooner declared his will, 


but the Indian turned a peg, which was in the hollow 
of the horſe's neck, juſt by the ſaddle; and in an inflant. 
the horſe flew into the air, to the admiration of the 
king, and all the ſpeQators; and was preſently got ſo 
high, that thoſe who had the ſtrongeſt fight, could not 
diſcern him ; and within leſs than a quarter of an hour, 
they ſaw him come again with the palm branch in his 


hand: But before he came quite down he took two or 


three turns in the air, with the. applauſes and accla- 
mations 


- 


king of 
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bave him. For my part, ſir, tho* I know the true 
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fame ſpot of ground, without receiving the leaſt ſhock 
from the horſe to diforder him. Afterwards he diſ- 
mounted, and going unto the throne, proſtrated himſelf, 
and laid the branch of the palm · tree at the king's feet. 
The king of Perſia, who was an eye-witneſs, with 
no leſs admiration than aſtoniſhment, of this unheard-of 
wonder of the Indian, conceived a great deſire to have 
the hore ; and as he perſuaded himſelf that he ſhould 
not find it a difficult matter to treat with the Indian 
about him, for whatever ſum of money he ſhould value 
him at, he began to look upon him as the moſt valuable 
thing in his treaſury. To judge of thy horſe by his out- 
ward appearance, ſaid he to the Indian, I did not think 
him worth my conſideration, till thou ſhewedſt me his 
merit, I am obliged to thee for. undeceiving me; and 
to ſhew thee how much I eſteem him, P11 buy him of 
thee, if he is to be ſold. 8 
Sir, replied the Indian, I never doubted but that your 
majeſty, who has the character of the moſt judicious 
prince on earth, would ſet a juſt value on my work, as 
ſoon as J had ſhewn him you, how worthy he was of 
your attention. I alſo foreſaw that you would not 
only praiſe and commend him, but would deſire to 


value of him, and that my being maſter of him will 

render my name immortal in the world; yet I am not ſo. 

fond of it, but J can deprive myſelf of it to gratify | 1 

that noble paſſion of your majeſty: But in making this 5 

declaration, I have another thing to offer, without 

which I cannot reſolve to part with him, and perhaps - 

you may not approve of it. 1 
Your majeſty will not be diſpleaſed, continued tube ie 

Indian, i I tell you that I did not buy this horſe, but x 

obtained him of the maker, by giving him at the i 


ſame time, wy only daughter in marriage, and pro- ; 
miſing, at the ſame time, never to ſell him; but if 1 | Ye 
. with him, to exchange him for ſomething than 


ſhould like. | * Pt 
The Indian would have gone on; but ad the word a 
Exchange, the king of Perſia interrupted him. I am | 1 


willing, ſaid he, to give thee, what thou wilt aſk in 
e e #2 e | exchange. : 
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exchange. Thou knoweſt my kingdom is large, and 
contains a great many large, rich, and populous cities; 


I will give you the choice of which you like beſt, and 
will grant thee the ſovereignty for ever. 


' 'This exchange feem'd royal and noble te the ole 


court; but was much below what the Indian propoſed 
to himſelf, who had raiſed his thoughts much higher. 
Jam infinitely obliged to your majeſty for the offer you 
make me, anſwered he, and cannct thank you noi 

e 


ſor your generoſity; yet I muſt beg of you not to 


angry with me, if I take the boldneſs to tell you, that 


cannot let you have my horfe, but by receiving the 


hand of the princeſs, your daughter, as my wife; for 
this is the only price J can ſel} my horſe at. 
The courtiers about the king of Perſia could not 


forbear puns out aloud at this extravagant demand 


of the Indian ; but the prince Firouz Schah, the king's 
eldeſt ſon, and preſumptive heir to the crown, could 
not hear it without indignation. The king was quite 


the reverſe, and thought he might very well ſacrifice 
the princeſs of Perſia to the Indian, to ſatisfy his curio- 


ity, and remained penſive for ſome time, confidering 
what he ſhould do. 5 5 
When the prince Firouz Schah, who ſaw his father 


heſitated on what anſwer he ſhould make, began to fear 
leſt he ſnould comply with the Indian's demand, and 

looked upon it as not only injurious to the royal dignity, 
and his ſiſter, but alſo to himſelf ; therefore to prevent 


his father, he ſaid, Sir, I hope your majeſty will forgive 
me, for daring to aſk you, if it is poſſible that your 
majeſty ſhould conſider a moment what denial to give 
to ſo inſolent a fellow, and ſcandalous a juggler ; and 


that you ſhould give him room to flatter himſelf a mo- 


ment with being allied to one of the moſt powerful 
monarchs in the world? I beg of you to have regard to 
yourſelf, and the noble blocd of our anceſtors. 18 0 


Son, replied the king of Perſia, I very much ap- 


piove of your remonſtrance, and am very ſenſible of 
your zeal for preſerving the luſtre of our noble birth: 
But you do not conſider enough the excellence of this 


make: 


korle ; nor that the Indian, if I ſhould refuſe him, may 
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make the proffer ſomewhere elſe, where this nice point, 
of honour may be waved. I ſhall be in the utmoſt 
deſpair, if another prince ſhould boaſt of having ex- 
ceeded me in generoſity, and deprived me of the glory 
of pofſefling a horſe, which I eſteem as the moſt fingu- 


lar and wonderful thing in the world. I will not ſay, 


O 


I will not conſent to grant him what he aſketh ; perhaps 


he may not in5ift upon his exorbitant demand, and [ 
may make another agreement with him; but befo:e 
I ſtrike the bargain with him, I ſhould be glad that you 
would examine the horſe, and that you would try him 
yourle!f, and give me your opinion of him, 


As it is natural for us to flatter ourſelves in what we 


deſire, the Indian fancied, by what he heard the king 
of Perſia ſay, he was not entirely averſe to his alliance, 
by taking the horſe at his price; and that the prince, 
who ſeemed to be againſt it, might become more favour- 
able, and not oppoſe the deſire the king ſeemed to 
have; therefore he conſented to it with a great deal 


ot pleaſure, and ran before the prince, to help him to 
mount, and ſhew him how to guide and manage him. 


The prince mounted the horſe with a wonderful ad- 
dreſs, without the Indian affiſting him; and no ſaoner 
had he got his feet in both ſtirrups, but withont ſtay ing 
for the Indian's advice, he turned the peg he had ſeen 
him uſe before him, and in an inſtant mounted into the 
air, as quick as an arrow ſhot out of a bow ; and in a 
few moments the king, court, and the numerous aſſem- 
bly, loſt ſight of him; neither horſe nor prince were 
to be ſeen ; and the king of Perſia made vain eftorts 
to diſcern them : when the Indian, alarm'd at what had 


happened, proſtrated himſelf. before the throne, and 


forced the king to look at him, and give attention to 
what he ſaid. Sir, ſaid he, your majeſty yoarielf ſaw, 
that the prince was ſo haſty, that he would not per- 
mit me to give him the neceſſary inſtructions to govern 


my horſe. He was too willing to ſhew his addreſs, 
but knows not the way, which I was going to ſhew 
him, how to turn the horſe about, and bring him back 


Again; therefore, fir, the favour I aſk of your majeſty 
25, not to make me accountable for what accidents Way 
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befal him; you are too juſt to impute to me any mif- 
fortune that may attend him. | 

This diſcourſe of the Indian very much ſurpriſed and 
affficted the king of Perſia, who comprehended the 
danger his ſon was in to be inevitable, if, as the Indian 
ſaid, there was another ſecret to bring him back again, 
that was different from that which carried him away, 
and aſked, in a paſſion, why he did not call him back 


the moment he went ? 


Sir, anſwered the Indian, your majeſty ſaw as well 
as I, with what ſwiftneſs the horſe and prince flew 
away; the ſurpriſe I was, and full am in, ceprived 
me of the uſe of my ſpeech; and if I could have ipoke 
he was got too far to hear me, if I had: He knew 
not the ſecret to bring him back, which thro” his im- 
patience he would not ſtay to learn: But, fir, added he, 
there's room to hope, that the prince, when he finds 
himſelf at a loſs, will perceive another peg behind, and 
as ſoon as he touches that, the horſe will light on the 
ground, and he may turn him which way he will. 

Notwithſtanding all theſe arguments of the Indian, 
which were not altogether groundleſs, the king of Per- 
ha was terribly frighted, at the evident danger his ſon, 
was in. I ſuppoſe, replied he, *tis very uncertain,whether 
my ſon perceives the other peg, and makes a right. 


uſe of it; may not the horſe, inſtead of lighting on the 


ground, fall upon ſome rock, from whence he may 
tumble into the ſea? | Lo 
Sir, reply'd the Indian, I can free your majeſty from 
this apprehenſion, in aſſuring you, that the horſe croſſes 
icas without ever falling, and always carries his rider 
wherever he has a mind to go: And your majeſty 
may aſſure yourſelf, that if the prince does but find 
out the other pep, I tel] you the horſe will carry him 
where he pleaſes to go; and is it to be thought, that 
he will go any where but where he is well known, and 
Will be well received? | | | Tr 
Be it as 1t will, replied the king of Perſia, as I can- 
not depend upon the aſſurance thou giveſt me, thy head 
mall anſwer tor my ſon's life, if he does not return 
late and ſound in three days time, or that I can cer- 
tainly hear that he is alive, I hen he ordered * ot. 
1 | Cers. 
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188 ARABIAN NIGHTS 
ficers to ſecure his perſon, and keep him cloſe priſoner ; 
after which he retired to his palace, extremely grieved 
that the feaſt of the Novrouz ſhould afford him and his 
court ſo much ſorrow, 

In the mean time, the prince Firouz Schah was car- 
ried through the air with a prodigious ſwiſtneſs, as I 
ſaid before, and in leſs than an hour's time he had got 
ſo high, that he could not diſtinguiſh any thing on the 
earth ; but mountains and plains ſeemed contounded 
together. Twas then he began to think of returning 
from whence he came, and thought to do it by turning 


the ſame peg the contrary way, and pulling the bridle 


at the ſame time. But when he found that the horſe ſtill 


roſe with the ſame ſwiftneſs, his aſtoniſhment was ex- 
tremely great. He turned the peg ſeveral times, one 


way and the other, but all in vain. -*Twas then he 
grew ſenſible of his fault, in not taking the neceſſary 
precautions to guide the horſe before he mounted him. 
He immediately apprebended the great danger he was 
in, but the quickneſs of that apprehenſion did not de- 
E him in the leaſt of his reaſon: He examined the 

orſe from head to tail, wich great attention, and per- 


ceeiv'd another peg fmaller than the other, behind the 


horſe's right ear; he turned that peg, and preſently 


perceived, that he deſcended in the ſame oblique man- 


ner as he mounted, but not ſo ſwift. | 

Night had over-ſhadow'd that part of the earth, al- 
moſt half an hour, over which the prince then was, 
when he found out the {mall peg; and as the horſe 
deſcended, he by degrees loſt iight of the ſun, till he 
found it quite dark, inſomuch that, inſtead of chuſing 
what place he would go to, he was forced to let the 
bridle lie upon the horſe's neck, and wait patiently 
till he lighted, tho' not without the dread, left it ſhould 
be in a deſart, river, or the ſea. | | 

At lait the horſe Ropp'd, tho? it was firſt midnight, and 
the prince Firouz Schah diſmounted very faint and hun- 
gry, having ate nothing ſince the morning, when he 
came out of the palace; with his father and the court. 
The firſt thing he had to do in this darkneſs of the 
night, was to endeavour to know where he was; when 
he found himſelf to be on the leads of a magnificent 


palace 5 
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alace, ſurrounded with a baluſtrade of white marble, 
been high ; and groping about, found a pair of ſtairs, 
which led down into the palace, and the door of the 
leads half open. | 
None but prince Firouz Schah would have ventured 


to go down thoſe ſtairs, ſo dark as it was, in regard to 


the danger he expoſed himſelf to, from friends or foes ; 
but no conſideration could ſtop him. 1 do not come, 


ſaid he to himſelf, to do any body any harm; and cer- 
tainly, whoever meets, or ſees me firſt, will not at- 


tempt any thing againſt my life, before they hear 


what I have to ſay for myſelf. After this reflection, 


he opened the door wider, without making any noiſe, 
and went ſoftly down the ſtairs, that he might not 


awake any body; and when he came to the foot of 


the ſtair-caſe, he found the door of a great hall, that 
had a light in 1t, open. NE 


The prince ſtopt at the door, and liſtening, heard 


no other noiſe than the ſnoring of ſome people who 


were aſleep. He advanced a little into the room, and 


by the light of a lanthorn ſaw, that thoſe perſons whom 
he heard ſnore, were black eunuchs, with naked ſabres 
laid by them; which was enough to inform him, that 
this was the guard-chamber of tome queen or princeſs ; 
which latter it proved to be, | P 

The next room to this hej 


the door being open, through a thin filk curtain, which 
drew before the door- ſtead, whither prince Firouz Schah 
advanced on tip-toe, without waking the eunuchs, He 
put by the curtain and went in; and without ſtaying 
to obſerve the magnificence of the chamber, which was 


what he did not much regard, he gave his attention 


to ſomething of greater importance: He ſaw a great 
many in bod and among them one laid on a ſofa. The 


laſt, . | | 2 
This diſtinction was enough to direct the prince in 
his choice: He crept ſoftly to the bed, without waking 


either the princeſs or her women, and beheld a beauty 
ſo extraordinary and ſurpriſing, that he was charmed, 


and inflamed with love at the firſt ſight, O * 
BY | e 1 


— 637 
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udged to be that wherein 
the princeſs lay, by the light he ſaw, which appeared, 


princeſs's women lay in the firſt, and ſhe herſelf in the 
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{aid he to himſelf, my fate hath brought me hither te 


deprive me of my liberty, which hitherto I have al- 


ways preſerved. How can I avoid a certain flavery 


when thoſe eyes ſhall open, ſince, without doubt, they 
enliven, and give a luftre to this ſtock of charms ? 
J muſt quickly reſolve ; and yet I cannot ſtir without 
being my own'murderer, for fate has ordered it ſo. 
After theſe reflections, and the prince had gazed on 
the princeſs's beauty, and examined the condition of 
his heart, he fell on his knees, and taking hold of the 


princeſs's ſhift ſleeve, pulled gently towards him an arm 
as white as ſnow ; upon which the princeſs opened 


her eyes, and ſeeing a handſome well-ſhaped man on 
his knees, ſhe was in great ſurpriſe, and remained 


for ſome time confounded ; but yet ſeem'd to ſhew no 


ſign of fear. ; | 

The prince made uſe of this favourable moment, 
bowed his head down to the ground, and then ſaid, 
Moſt beautiful princeſs, by the moſt extraordinary and 
wonderful adventure imaginable, you ſee here at your 
feet a ſupplicant prince, the ſon of the king of Perſia, 


who was yeſterday morning with his father in his 


court, at the celebration of a folemn feaſt, and am in 
a ſtrange country in danger of my life, if you have not 
the goodneſs and generoſity to give me your aſſiſtance 
and protection, which I implore, moſt adorable prin- 
ceſs, with the confidence, that you will not refuſe it 


me, and have juſt ground to perſuade myſelf, that ſo 


much beauty and majeſty cannot entertain the leall 
inhumanity. eee 1 . 

This princeſs, to whom Firouz Schah ſo happily ad- 
dreſſed himſelf, was the princeſs of Bengal, and the 
king's eldeſt daughter, for whom he had built this 
palace, a ſmall diſtance from his capital, whither ſhe 
went often for air. After ſhe had heard the prince 
with all the candour he could deſire, ſhe replied, Prince, 

ou may aſſure yourſelf, that you are not in a bar- 
Paris country, ſince the ſame hoſpitality, humanity, 
and politeneſs, is to be met with in the kingdom of 
Bengal as in that of Perſia; I ſhall not only grant you 
the protection you aſk, and you will not only have it 
R 5 1 in 
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In my palace, but throughout the whole kingdom; you 
may believe me, and depend upon what I ſay. . 
Ie prince of Perfia would have thanked the prin- 
ceſs of Bengal for her obliging civility, and the favour 
ſhe did him, and had already bowed down his head to 
return the compliment, but ſhe would not give him 
leave to ſpeak : Notwithſtanding, I defire, ſaid ſhe, to 
know, by what miracle you have come hither from the 
capital of Perſia in ſo ſhort a time; and by what in- 
chantment you have been able to penetrate ſo far as to 
come to my apartment, and to have deceiv'd the vigi- 
lance of my guards; yet looking upon you as a gueſt 

who is welcome, and may want ſome refreſhment, Pl 
wave my curiofity, and give orders to my women to re- 
gale and ſhew you an apartment, that you may reſt 
yourſelf after your fatigue, and be better able to ſatisfy 
my curioſity, as well as I to hear your ſtory, 

The princeſs's women, who awaked at the firſt words 
which the prince àddreſſed to the princeſs, were in the 
utmoſt ſurpriſe, to ſee a man at the princeſs's bolſter, 
but could not (conceive how he got thither, without 
waking them or the eunuchs : However, as they com- 

prehended the princeſs's intentions, they drefled them- 
I Afſelves preſently, and were ready to obey her commands, 
as ſoon as ſhe gave them, They each took a wax 

| candle, of which there were great numbers lighted up 


<» -» * = = 
. 


— 5” —_— A 
— — 
1 « 


* * 07.4 
2 222 abt" 


— ————ẽö , 
. 
— 


CE — 


n M 
. j Pn i 
k 2 I IE" . 
þ = * 
— p 
= ws * : * 6 ie ne Ds ot er - 
3 a — —— — pf 
* * * * — N = = — 


— 
* 
— — 
wes r 


c ** 3 
1 — ', _"_ > 
£ 2 * 5 ** 22 = 
, — 
= r — EY 
2 * wo * 8 
* 3 1 = — 


- — as 
2 3 cs Se 


- K —— 
a 4 5 . go ware Sr 
, a 4 
* % * 
. 
bt Entity Es 
Dee LEO 4 
r 


— > . 
2 8 Flee! - 2 
: „„ Ee 
3 | CR — — — — = re * => 
* : 2 


— — — — 1 7 po 
. —— 3 — S — = 5 — 5 - ; 
4 — — Gt * * * ©; — 8 yo 2 
7 2 . 4 7 a, * 2 2 — a . 
AL. — — — . reread: 
a . * EIS 4 — - —4 3 + aw — . — — _—— — W 
* ent * +, A - . - : : 
C * * 4 8 E » 


— _ 
* . 


— 
. N 7 . 3 * 
SE: pt goes Wn a 


— 


9 
f 
C1 
* 
U 
* 
is 
x 
99 
* 
47 
at 
. 
* 
7 1 
* 
K 
7 


- 
145 
* 
* 1 
0 
* 
33-18 
. | 
MY £ 
, E 
, Ws 
. 4 
1 
9 
RY 
z 
= # 
14 
? * 


N in the room; and after the prince had taken his leave 
: | very reſpectfullh, they deut Before him, and conducted 
. him into a fine chamber; where, while ſome were pre- 

paring the bed, others went down into the kitchen to 0 
a Tha cooks : for all it was ſo unſeaſonable an hour they 1p 
did not make the prince Firouz Schah wait long, but BA 
; brought him preſently all forts of meat; and when be 41 
* had ate as much as he had a mind, and they had ſerved . 
e bim with whatever he had any defire for, they left him 
, to taſte the ſweet of repoſe. 
In the mean time, the princeſs of Bengal was fo 
',  Mruck'with the charms, wit, politeneſs, and other fine 
1 qualities, which ſhe diſcovered in that ſhort conver- 
u ſation with the prince, that ſhe could not ſleep; bur 
it when, her women came into her room to go to bed, 
n akked them, if they had taken care of him, and if he 


3 Wanted 
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won? any thing ; and at laſt, what they thought of 
The women, after they had ſatisfied her as to the 
firſt articles, anſwered as to the laſt; We do not know 
what you may think of him, but for our parts, we 
think you would be very happy if the king your father 
would marry you to him ; fr there is not a prince in 
all the kingdom of Bengal, that 1s to be compared to 
him ; nor can we hear, that any of the neighbouring 
princes are worthy of you. 4 
This flattering diſcourſe was in no wiſe. diſpleaſing 
to the princeſs of Bengal, who, as ſhe had no mind to 
declare her ſentiments to them, impoſed filence upon 
them, telling them they were miſtaken, bidding them 
go to bed, and let her ſleep. 


The next day, as ſoon as the princeſs was up, ſhe 


fat down to her toilet, and took more pains in dreſſing 


and adjuſting herſelf in the glaſs than ever ſhe had done 
In her life. She never had tried her womens patience 10 
much before, by making them do and undo. the ſame 
thing ſeveral times: Certainly, ſaid ſhe to herſelf, if the 
prince, as I perceive, was taken with me in my diſ- 
habille, he will be charmed with me when I am dreſſed. 
She adorned her head, neck, arms, and waiſt, with the 
fineſt and largeſt diamonds ſhe had: The habit ſhe 
made uſe of was one of the richeſt ſtuffs of the Indies, 
which was of a moſt beautiful colour, and made only 
for kings, princes, and princeſſes. After ſhe had con- 
ſulted her glaſs a long time, and aſked her women, one 
after another, if nothing was wanting to her attire, ſhe 


ſent to know, if the prince of Perſia was awake; and 


as ſhe never diſputed, but that if he was up and dreſſed, 
he would aſk leave to go and pay his reſpects to her, 
- the charged the meſſenger, for ſome particular reaſon 
the had, to tell him, ſhe would make him the viſit. 

The prince of Perſia, who had recovered, by that 


Ay niches reſt, the fatigue he had undergone the day be- 


fore, had juſt drefſed himſelf, when he received the 
princels of Bengal's compliment ; and without giving 
the lady, who brought the meſſage, leave to make an 
end of what ſhe had to ſay, aſked her, if it was proper tur 
him then to go and pay his reſpects; and when the «94 
1 25 a 
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had acquitted herſelf of her errand, he replied, as the 


princeſs thinks fit; 1 am ſolely at her pleaſure. 

As ſoon as the princeis of Bengal underſtood that 
the prince of Perſia waited for her, ſhe immediately 
went to pay him a viſit, After mutual compliments on 
both ſides, the prince, in aſking pardon for having ſur- 
priſed and waked the princeſs out of a deep ſleep, and 
the princeſs, by aſking after his health, and how he 
reſted, the princeſs ſat down on a ſofa, as did alſo the 
prince, tho? at ſome diſtance, out of reſpect. 
Then the princeſs, aſſuming the diſcourſe, ſaid, I 
would have received you, prince, in the chamber in 
which you found me in bed laſt night; but as the chief 


of my eunuchs has the liberty of coming into it, and 


never comes farther without my leave; thro' my impa- 
tience to hear the ſurpriſing adventure, which procures 


me the happineſs of ſeeing you, I choſe to come 
| hither, that we may not be interrupted ; therefore 


beg of you to give me that ſatisfaction, which will 
highly oblige me. | 

Prince Firouz Schah, to gratify the princeſs of Ben- 
gal, began his diſcourſe with the ſolemn and annual 
feaſt of the Novrouz, relating all the ſights worthy of 
her curioſity, which were ſhewn before the court of 
Perſia, and the whole town of Schiraz ; afterwards he 
came to the enchanted horſe ; the deſcription of which, 
with the account of the wonders which the Indian per- 


formed on him, before fo auguſt an aſſembly, convin- 


ced the princeſs, that nothing of that kind in the 


world could be imagined more ſurp:iling. You may 


well think, charming princeſs, continued the prince 


of Perſia, that the king my father, who values not 


what he gives for any thing that 1s rare and curious, 


would be very deſirous to purchaſe ſuch an horſe, as 


indeed he was. He aſked the Indian, what he would 


have for him? who made him an extravagant reply, 


telling him, that he never bought, but took him 1n 
exchange for his only daughter, and could not part with 


him but on the like condition, which was to have his 


content to marry the princeſs my ſiſter. 7 
The crowd of courtiers, who ſtood about the king 
my father, hearing the extravauce of this propoſal 
Vol. IV. | | 
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all burſt out a laughing; and for my part, I conceiv'd. 
10 great an indignation, that I could not diſguiſe it; 
and the more, becauſe I ſaw that the king my father 


was conſidering with himſelf what anſwer he ſhould . 


re him. In ſhort, I believe he would have granted 
im what he aſked, if I had not made a lively repre- 
| ſentation, how injurious it would be to his honovr ; yet 
my remonſtrance could not bring him entirely to quit 
his deſign of ſacrificing the princeſs my filter to fo 
delpicable a perſon. He fancied” he ſhould bring me 
over to his opinion, if once I could comprehend, as he 
 3magincd, the ſingular worth of this horſe. With this 
view he would haze me Jock at him, and mount him, 
and make a trial of him myſclf. 

To humour my father, I mounted the horſe, and as 
J was got upon his back, I put my hand upon a peg, 
as I had ſcen the Indian do before me, to make the 
horſe mount into the air, never ſtaying to cake inſtruc- 
tions of the owner, The inſtant that I touched the 
peg, the horſe mounted with me into the air, as ſwift 


a5 an arrow ſhot out of a bow, and I was preſently got 
ſuch a diſtan ce from the earth, that I could nt diſtin- 
guiſh any object. By the ſw iftneſs of the motion, I was 


for ſome time unapprehenfive of the danger to which [ 
was expoſed ; but when I grew ſenſible of it, I end-a- 
voured to turn the peg the contrary way, but the expe- 
riment would not aniwer my expectation, and ſtill the 
horſe mounted with me, and carricd me a greater diſ- 
tance from the earth. At laſt I perceived another peg, 


which I turned, and then I grew ſenſible that the horie 


declined towards the earth, and preſently found myſelf 
ſo {urrounded with darkneſs, that it was impoſſible for 
me to guide the horſe. In this condition I laid the 
bridle on his neck, and truſted myſelf to the will of 
God to diſpoſe of my fate. Eiger 
Not long after the horſe lighted, and I got off his 
back, and examining whereabouts I might be, per- 
_ ceived myſelf on the leads of this palace, and found 
the door of the ſlair-caſe half open. I came ſoftly down 
the airs, and ſeeing a door open by a ſmall light, put 
my head into the room, and ſaw fome eunuchs aſleep, 
and a great light in another room; the neceflity I was 
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in, notwithſtanding the inevitable danger I was threat- 
ned with, if the eunuchs had waked, inſpired me with 
boldneſs, or rather raſhneſs, to croſs that room to get to 
te 5-5 . 
It is needleſs, madam, added the prince, to tell you 
the reſt, ſince you are not unacquainted with all that 
paſſed afterwards; only J am obliged in duty to thank 
you for your goodneſs and generoſity, and to beg of 
you to let me know, how I may ſhew my acknowledg- 
ment. According to the law of nations, I am en 
your ſlave; and therefore cannot makę you an offer of 
my perſon, but only of my heart: But, alas! princeſs, 
what is it I ſay? My heart is no longer my own, your 
charms have forced it from me, but in ſuch a manner, 
as I will never aſk for it again, but yield it up ; there- 
fore give me leave to declare you miſtreſs both of my 
heart and perſon. | 1 
Theſe laſt words of the prince Firouz Schah were 
pronounced with ſuch an air and tone, that the princeſs 
of Bengal never doubted a moment of the effect the ex- 
pe cted from her charms ; neither did ſhe ſeem to reſeut 
the precipitation of the prince of Perſia's declaration, 
but only increaſed her beauty by a gracctul bluſh, which 
completed her conqueſt. | £2, 
As ſoon as ſhe had recovered herſelf, ſhe replied, 
Prince, you have given me a ſenſible pleaſure, by tellin 
me th ſe ſurpriſing wonderful things. But on the other 
hand, I can hardly forbear ſhuddering, when I think 


on the height you was in the air, and tho” J have the 
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| good fortune to fee you here ſafe and well, I was in 
g pain till you came to that part where the Indian horſe 
f alighted on my palace leads. I am glad that chance 
4 has given me the preference to the whole world; and 
£ = the opportunity of letting you know, that fortune 
= Ccouid put have conducted you any where, where you 
ki could have been received more agreeably, and with 
.. . 
d Baut, prince, continued ſhe, I ſhould be very angry 
5 with you, if I thought, that what you mentioned of 
+ . being my fave was ſerious, and it did not proceed from 
o pour abungance of civi.ity, but from a ſincerity of ſen- 
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with a great many compliments: And in this recipro- 
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timent; for by the reception I gave you yeſterday, you 
night aſſure yourſelf, you are here, as in the midſt of 


the court of Perſia. ; 3 
As to your heart, added the princeſs of Bengal, in a 
moſt ſweet and obliging manner, as I am perſuaded that 


you have not lived fo long without diſpoſing of it, and 
that you could not fail of making choice of a prin- 


ceſs of merit, I ſhould be very ſorry to give you an 


occaſion to be guilty of an infidelity. 


. The prince Firouz Schah would have proteſted, that 
when he left Perſia he, was maſter of his own heart: 
but, at that inſtant, one of that princeſs's ladies in 
waiting came to tell her, that dinner was ſerved up. 
This interruption delivered the prince and princeſs 
from an explanation, which would have been equally 
embarraſſing to both of them, and of which they ſtood 


in need. Ihe princeſs of Bengal was fully convinced 
of the prince of Perſia's ſincerity ; and the prince, 


though the princeſs had not explained herſelf, judged 


nevertheleſs by ſome words ſhe let fall, and the favour- 
able manner ſhe heard him, that he had no reaſon to 
complain. 5 

As the lady held the door open, the princeſs of 


Bengal ſaid to the prince of Perſia, riſing off her ſeat, 
as he did alſo from his, I am not uſed to dine ſo early; 
but as I fancied you. might have had but an indifferent 


ſupper Jait night, I ordered dinner to be got ready 


ſooner than ordinary. After this compliment ſhe led 
him into a magnificent hall, where a table was laid, 
and ſet off with great plenty of choice and excellent 


viands, and as ſoon as they were ſat down, a great 


many beautiful flaves of the princeſs's, who were richly 


dreſſed, began a moſt charming and agreeable conceit 


of vocal and inſtrumental muſic, TL 
This concert was fo ſweet and delicate, that it did not 
in the leaſt prevent or interrupt the prince and prin- 


ceſs's converſation ; All dinner-time their ſole con- 


cern was to help and invite each other to eat: The 
prince, for his part, ſerved the princeſs with the choiceſt 


of cyery thing, and ſtrove to outdo her in civility, 


both by words and actions, which ſhe returned again, 


cal 
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cal commerce of obliging each other, love made a 
greater progreſs. | V 

When they roſe from table, the princeſs carried the 
TInce ipto a large and magnificent cloſet, finely em- 


belliſhed with paintings in blue and gold, of a jutt 


ſymmetry, and richly furniſhed ; there they both fat 


down upon a ſofa, which afforded a moſt agreeable 
proſpect into the palace- garden, which prince Firouz 
Schah admured for the vaſt variety of flowers, ſhrubs, 


and trees, which were full as beautiful, but quite 
different, as thoſe of Perſia, Here taking the oppor- 
tunity of entering into a converſation with the princeſs, 


he ſaid, I always believed, madam, that no part of 
the world but Perſia, afforded ſuch ſtately palaces and 


beautiful gardens ; but now I fee, that other great 
monarchs know as well how to build ; and 1t there is a 
difference in the manner of building, there is none in 
the grandeur and magnificence, 


Prince, replied the princeſs of Bengal, as I have no 


idea of the palaces of Perfia, I cannot judge of the 


compariſon you have made of mine, to tell yon my 
opinion of it. Bat as ſincere as you ſeem to be, I can 
hardly think it juſt, but believe it a compliment: How- 
ever, I will not deſpiſe my palace before you; you diſ- 
cern too well, and have too good a taſte to want ſound 


judgment; but I aſſure you, I think it very indifferent, , 


when I compare it with my father's, which far exceeds 
it for grandeur, beauty, and richneſs ; You ſhall tell 
me yourſelf what you think of it, when you have ſeen 


it: for ſince a chance has brought you ſo nigh to the 
capital of this kingdom, I don't doubt but you will fee 


it, and make my father a viſit, that he may pay you all 


the honour due to a prince of your rank and merit. 
Ihe princeſs flattered herſelf, that by exciting in the 


prince of Perſia a curioſity to ſee the palace of Bengal, 
and to viſit her father, the king, ſeeing him ſo handſome, 
wiſe, and accompliſhed a prince, might perhaps take 


it in his head to propoſe an alliance with him, by offer- 


ing her as a wife. And as ſhe was very well perſuaded 


ſhe was not indifferent to the prince, and that he would 


be pleaſed with the propoſal, ſhe hoped to attain to the 
utmoſt of her wiſhes, and preſerve all the decorum 
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agreeable to a princeſs, who would appear to have all 
the regard to the will of her king be! father, which 
becomes a dutiful child ; But 15 Fa of Perſia did 
not return her an anſwer according to her defire. 
Princels, replied the prince, the preference which you 
give the king of Bengal's palace to your own, is enough 


fer me to belie e it much exceeds it: But as to the pro- 


poſal of my going and paying my reſpects to the king 


your father, I ſhould not only do mylelt a pleaſure, but 
an honour in doing it. But judge, princeſs, yourſelf, 


would you adviſe me to preſent myſelf beſuie ſo great 
a monarch, at adventure, without attendants, and a 
train agreeable to my rank ? 

Prince, replied the princeſs, do not let that give you 
any pain; if you will but go, Jou ſhall want no money 
to have what train and attendance you pleaſe ; I will 

furniſh you; and we have traders here of ali nations in 


great numbers, and you may make choice of as many 


as you pleaſe, to form your houſhold. 


Prince Firouz Schah penetrated into the princeſs of 
Bengals intention, and this ſenſible mark ſhe gave him 
of her love ſtill augmented his paſſion, which, notwith- 
ſtanding its violence, made him not forget his duty; 


but without any heſitation he replied, Princeſs, I 


ſhould moſt willingly accept of the obliging offer y 
make me, fer which I cannot enough ſhew my ach now- 


ledgment, if the uneaſine!s my father mult be 3 in, on 


account of my abſence, did not prevent me, I ſhculd 
be unworthy of the bounty and tenderneſs he has 


always had ior me, if 1 ſhould not return ſoon to calm 


His fears. I know his temper ſo well, that while IL 
have the happineſs of enjoying the conv erſation of ſo 


lovely a princeſs, I am periuaded that he is plunged 


into the deepeſt grief, and has loſt all hopes of ſeeing. 


me again. I hope you will do me the juſtice to be- 
lieve, that I cannot, without ingratitude, and being 
guilty of a crime, diſpenſe with going to reflore that 
life to him, which a too long deferred return may have 


endangered, | 
After this, princeſs, "artnet the prince of Perſia, 


if you will permit me, and think me worthy to aſpire 
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to the happineſs of becomiag your ſpoule ; as the king | 


my father has always declared that he never would 
conſtrain me in my choice, I ſhould find it no difficult 
matter to get leave to return, not as a ſtranger, but as 
a prince, to contract an alliance by our marriage; and 
] am perſuaded, that he will be overjoy'd when | tell 
him, with what generoſity you reccived me, tho' a 
ſtranger. Ce 

The princeſs of Bengal was too reaſonable, aſter What 
the prince of Perſia had ſaid, to inſiſt any longer in 
perſuading him to pay a v;ht to the king of Bengal, 


or to aſk any thing of him contrary to his duty and 


honour, but was very much alarmed to find, that he 
thought of ſo ſudden a departure; fearing, that if he 
took his leave of her ſo ſoon, he would not remember 
his promiſe, but forget that he ever had ſeen her: 
But to put it off a little, the ſaid to him, Prince, my 


intention of propoſing a viſit to my father, was not to 


oppoſe ſo juſt an excuſe as that you gave me, and which 


1 did not foreiee, I ſhould have rendered myſelf an 


accomplice of the crime, had I thought of it: But I 


cannot approve of your thinking to go ſo ſoon as you 
pre poſe; at leaſt, grant me the favour I aſk, of a 


little longer acquaintance; and ſince I had the happi- 


neſs to have you alight in the kingdom of Bengal, 
rather than in the midſt of a deſart, or on the top of 
ſome ſteep craggy rock, from which it would have been 


impoſſible for you to deſcend ; I deſire you will make 
a little longer abode, that you may be able to give & 
better account at the court of Perſia, of what you hart 
ſeen here 1 8 

The ſole end the princeſs of Bengal had in this diſ- 
courſe was, that the prince of Perſia, by a longer ſtay, 
might become inſenſibly more paſſionately taken with 


her charms ; hoping thereby, that his ardent deſire of 


returning would diminiſh, and then he might be broughe 


to appear in publick, and pay a viſit to the king of 
Bengal. The prince of Perfia could not well refuſe 


her the favour ſhe aſked, after the kind reception ſhe 
had given him; but was ſo complaiſant, as to condeſcend 
to her, whoſe only thoughts then were, how to render his 
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abode agreeable by all the diverſions ſhe could i ima- 


gine. 
Nothing went forwards for ſome days but feaſts and 


balls, and concerts of muſick, which were always ſet 


off with magnificent collations. On other days they 
went a hunting deer in the palace-park, which abounded 
with all ſorts, both ſtags, hinds, and fallow deer. And 
after the chaſe, the prince ard princeſs met in a con- 
ventent place in the park, where a carpet was ſpread, 

and cuſhions laid for them, to ſit the more eaſy on, 
and reſt themſelves, after the violence of that exerciſe. 
There they talked generally of indiiferent matters; but 
the princeſs, for the moſt part, would intrude ſomething 


. abcut the grandeur, power, riches, and government of 


Perſia; that frem prince Firouz Schah's diſcourſe, ſhe 
might here an oppoi tunity to talk of the kingdom of 
Bengal, and engage him to retolve to wake a longer 
Fray there; but was baulked in her expectations. 

In ſhort the prince of Perſia, without making the 
leaſt exaggerations, gave ſo advantageous an account 
of the largeneſs of the kingdom cf Perſia, its magniſfi- 


O 
cence and riches, its military force, its commerce by 


| ſea and land, to the moſt remote parts of the world; the 
vaſt number of large and populous cities it c: ran d, 


ſuch as the king made his reſidence, where he had 
palaces ready furniſhed to receive him at all ſeaſons of 
the year; jo that at his choice he could always enjoy a 

erpetual ſpring; that beſore he had done, the princeſs 


fund the kingdom of Bengal to be very much inferior 


to that of Perſia, in a great many inſtances. When he 
had $::1thed his relatian, he begged of her to entertain 


him with a deſcription of Bengal; which after a great deal 


of intreaty from the prince, the at laſt complied with. 


The princeſs gave prince Firouz Schah that ſatisfac- 
tion; but by lefſening a great many advantages the 


| kingdom of Bengal had over that of Ferſia, ſhe let him 


know the diſpoſition the was in to accompany ns 


ſo that he believed ſhe would conſent at the firtt pro 


poſition he ſhou!d make; but he thought it would not 
be proper then, til he had ſhewed her ſo much com- 
plaiſance, as to lay longer with her; but reſolved to 

make 


ENTERTAINMENT S. 207 


make it, in cafe ſhe would keop him from returning to 
his father, as he was in duty bu. d to do. 

Two whole months the prince virouz Schah aban- 
doned himicli entirely withe will of the pfincefs of Ben- 
gal, who neglected nothing to divert-hiuc, But after 
that time, he declared crioully he coald 801 ay any 
longer, and begged of her io give him leave to return 
to his father; repexting again we p.omile he had made 
her, to return ſoon in an equipage worthy of her and: 
himſelf ; and in 1o:m to demand her in marriage of the 
king of Bengal. 

And, princeis, replied the prince of Periia, that you: 
may not ſuſpect the truth of what I ſay; and that by 
my aſking this leave, you may not rauk me among thoſe 

i falſe lovers, who forget the object ot their loves as ſoon 
{ as they are abſent from them; but to ſhew that my 
paſſion is real, and not Feigned, and that my lite 
cannot be agreeable to me, hen abient from ſo lovely 
a princels, I ſhould be ſo bold, if I was not afraid you 
would be angry, to aſk the favour of taking you along. 
with me. 

As the prince Firouz Schah ſaw chat the princeſs 
I bluſh'd at. theſe laſt words, and that without any mark. 
ö of anger, ſhe was determined what to do, he proceeded, 
: and ſaid, Princeſs, as for the king my father's conſent, 

and the reception he will give you, he will rece:ye you 
with pleaſure into his alliance; and as for the king of 

Bengal, after all the love and tender regard he has 

always expreis'd for you, he muſt be the reverſe of 
what you have deſcribed him, an enemy to your repoſe. 
and happineſs, if he ſhould not receive the embaily 
friendly, which my father will ſend to him tor his 
approbation of our marriage. 

The princeſs of Bengal returned no anſwer to chi diſ- 
courſe of the prince of Perſia; but her filence, and the 
caſting down of her eyes, were iuthciert to inform him, 
that ſhe had no reluctance, but contented ;.the ouly dif- 
ficulty ſhe had to ravſe was, that the prince knew not well. 
enough how to govern the horte ; Which the prince ſoon. 
removed, by ailuring her, that after the experience he: 
had had, he defied the Indian hin ſelf to m ,anage him. 
better: upon which they had nothing to do but concert: 
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202 ARABIAN NTO HTS 
meaſures ſo ſecretly, that nobody belonging to the palace 
ſhould have the leaſt ſuſpicion of their deſign. 

The next morning, a little before day- break, when all 
the palace were aſleep, they went upon the leads of the 
palace; the prince turned the horſe towards Perſia, and 
placed him where the princeſs could eafily get up be- 


hind him; which ſhe had no ſooner done, and was well 


ſettled wich her arms about his waiſt, for her better ſe- 
curity, but he turned the peg, and the horſe mounted 


into the air, and in two hours time the prince diſcovered 
the capital of Perſia, 


He would not light, at the place from whence he ſet 
ont, nor in the ſultan's palace, but directed his courſe 
de pant a palace a little "difttince trom the town. He 


led the princeſs into a fine apartment, where he told 


her, that to do her all the honour that was due to her, 
he would immediately inform his father of their arrival, 
At the ſame time he ordered the keeper of the palace, 
who was then preſent, to pay all imaginable reſpect to 
the princeſs, and provide her whatever the had occaſion 
for, 

After the prince had taken his leave of che princeſs, 
he ordered an horſe to be ſaddled pretently ; which he 
mounted, after he had charged the keeper, who at- 


tended him ſtill, to carry the princeſs ſomething for her 


breakfaſt, and then fet forwards for the palace, As he 


paſſed through the ſtreets, he was received with accla- 


mations of the people, who were oveizoy'd to ſee bim 


again. The ſultan his father was giving audience to bis 


people, in the midſt of his council, who, as well as the 


whole court, had been all in mourning, ever ſince be 
had been Oe: The ſultan received, and embracing 


him with tears of joy, aſked him, What was become of 
the Indjan's horſe ? 
This queſtion gave the princean opportunity to tell him 


the embarraſſment and danger he was in, when the horſe 
had mounted into the air with him, and how he arrived 
at laſt at the princeſs. of Bengal's palace - the kind 


reception he met with there: That the motive which 


obliged him to ſtay ſo long, was his complaitance, 
and to perſuade her (after promiſing her marriage) 
to come with him into * But, ſir, added the 

; prince, 
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prince, I have not only promiſed that 1rivceſs mar- 


mages but aſſured her of your conſent, and bryuught her 
and the Indian's horſe, to a palace whore your majeſty 
often goes for your pleaſure ; and have left her there, 


till I could return and aſſure her that my promiſc was 


not in vain. 

After theſe words, the prince proſtrated himſelf be- 
fore the ſultan, who raiied him up, embraced him a ſe— 
cond time, and ſaid unt him, Son, | nut only conſent 


to your marriage with the princeis of Bengal, but will 


go and meet her myſeli, and thank her in particular 
for the obligation 1 have to her, and will bring her to 
my palace, and celebrate your nuptials this day. 


'T hen the ſultan pave orders for his churt to 90 out of 


mourning, and make preparations tor the princeſs's en- 
try, and to fetch the Indian out of priſon, When the 
Indian was brovght before the ſaltan, he ſaid to him, I 


ſecured thy perſon, that thy life, tho' not a ſafficient 
victim to my rage and grief, might antwer for that of 


the prince my fon, whom, thanks to God, I have found 
again: Go, take thy hore, aud never let me ice thy 
face more. 

As the Indian had learn'd of thoſe who ſetch'd him 
out of priſon, that the prince F.rouz Schah was re- 


turn'd, and had brought a princeis behind him on his 


horſe, and was al.o informed of the place where he had 
left her, and that the ſultan was making preparations 


to go and bring her to his palace ; as ſoon as he got 


out of the ſultan's pr-ſence, he b-thought nine of 


being before-hand with him and the prince; and, with - 


out lofing any time, went directly to the palace, and, 
addreſſing himſelf to the keeper, told him, that he came 


from the ſultan and prince of Perſia, to fetch the prin- 
ceſs of Bengal, and to carry her behind him on his 
horte, to them; telling ham at the ſame time, that they 
and the u hole court and city of Schiraz waited for that 
wonderful ſight. 


ihe keeper, who knew the Indian, and how that the | 


ſultan had impriſon'd him, gave the more credit to 
What he ſaid, becauſe he ſaw that he was at liberty, 


and p- elented him to the prince's of Bengal; who no 


one underſtood that he came from the prince of 
| I 6 | Perſia, 
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Perſia, but ſhe conſented, as ſhe thought, to what that 
prince deſired of her. 

The Indian, overjoy'd at his ſucceſs, and the eaſe 
with which he had accompliſh'd his villainy, mounted. 
his horſe, took the princeſs behind him, with the aſſiſtance 
of the keeper, turn'd the peg, and preſently the horſe 
mounted into the air with him and the princeſs. 

At tlie iame time the ſultan of Perſia, followed by 
his court, was on the road from his own palace, to the 
palace where the princeſs of Bengal was left, and the 
prince of Perſia was advanced beſore, to prepare the 
princeſs of Bengal to receive him, when the Indian, to 
brave ti.cm, and revenge himſelf for the ill treatment 
he had received, as he pretended, paſs d over their heads 
with his Prize. 

When the ſultan of Perſia ſaw the W he ſtopt-; 
his ſurpriſe and affliction was much the more ſenſible, | 
becauſe it was not in his power to make him repent of 
ſo high and 1njurious an affront: He loaded him with a 
thouſand imprecations, as alſo did ail the courtiers, who 
were witneſſes of io ſignal a piece of inſolence, and un- 
Paralleled villainy. 

The Indian, little mov'd with their curſes, Ack 
juſt reach'd bis ears, continued on his way; while the 
tultan, extremely mortificd at fo great an injury, and to 
find he could not puniſh the author, return'd back to 
his palace, 

But all this time, how violent was priace Firouz 
Schah's griel, to ſee the Indian carry away the princeſs 
of Bengal, whom he loved ſo paſſionately, that he could 
not live without her! At the firſt fight of an object 0 
little expected, he was quite thunder-Hruck, and before 
he could deliberate with himſelf, whether he ſhould let 
fly all the injuries his rage could invent againſt the In- 
d:an, or bewail the deplorable fate of the. princeſs, cr 
aſk her pardon for not taking better precautions to pre- 

-rve her, who had truſted kerielf-fo much to his care, 
as was ſufficient to ſhew her love, the hoiſe was got out 
cf ſight. He could not well reſolve what to do, whether 
he ſhould return to the ſultan's palace, and ſhut himſelf 
up in an apartment, to give himlelt entirely up to his 

affliction, without attempting to purſue the rayither, to 


deliver 
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deliver the princeſs, and puniſh him as he deſerved. But 
his generoſity, love, and courage, would not permit 
him long to entertain ſuch a thought; therefore he 


continu'd on his way to the palace where he leſt his 


rincels. 
When he came there, the keeper, ſenſible of the ef- 


fect of his credulity, by which be was deceiv'd by the 
Indian, threw hymiclt at his feet with tcars in his eyes, 


and accuſed himſelf of the crime, which he thought he 
had committed, and condemned himiclt to die by his 


hand. When the prince ſaid to him, Riſe ap, I don't 


impute the loſs of my princeſs to thee, but to my own 
ſimplicity. Bur not to loie time, ſetch me a dervile's 


habit, and take care you don't mention or give the lea 


hint that 1t is for me.. 


Not far from this palace, there ſtood a convent of. 


derviies, the ſcheik or ſuperior of which was the pa- 


lace-keeper's particular friend, According to the pringe's 
orders, he went to this ſcheik, and telling him a ſtory, 
that a conſiderable oflicer at court, and a man of. 


worth, to whom he had been very much obliged, and 


was willing to ſerve, wanted the habit, in order to wea- 


ther the ſultan's rage, he eaſily got a complete derviſe's 
habit, and carried it to the prince Firouz Schah. The 
prince immediately pulled off his own cloaths, and put 
it on; and being ſo diiguiled and provided for his enter- 
priſe, with a box of jewels, which he brought às a pre- 


tient to the princeſs, he left the palace in the evening, 


uncertain which way to go, but reſolved not to return, 


till he had found out his princeſs again, and could bring 


her along with him. 


But to return to the Indian: He govern'd his horſe fo: 


well that day, that he arriv'd pretty early in a wood, 


near the capital of the kingdom of Caichmire, where. 
he was hungry himſelf, and judged that the princeſs 


might be the fame; he alighted in that,wood, in an 


open part of it, on a grais-plat, by a brook kde, and 


there lett the princeſs. 


During the Indian's abſence, the prince. of Bengal, . 
who knew that the was in the power of a bale 1avither, 
whoſe violence ſhe dreaded, thought of getting from 
Sins and ſeeking out for ſome ſanctuary; but as ſhe. 


had 
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had ate ſearce any thing in the morning, ſhe was ſo 


faint, that ſhe could not execute what ſhe deſigned, but 
was forced to abandon her project, and to ftay where 
ſhe was, void of any other aſſiſtance than her own cou- 
rage, and a firm reſolution rather to ſuffer death, than 
be unfaithful to the prince of Perſia. When the Indian 


return'd, ſhe ate with him, and by that means recover'd 


herſelf, and could anſwer, with courage enough, what 
he propoſed to her, after they had done. After a, great 


many threats, as ſhe ſaw that the Ind'an intended to uſe 


violence, ſhe got up to make a better reſiſtance, and, 


by cries and ſhrieks, drew a company of horſemen about 


them, which happen'd to be the ſultan of Caſchmire 
and his attendants, who, as they were returning from 
hunting, happily paſs'd through that part of. the wood, 
and ran to the princeſs of Bengal's aſſiſtance, at the 
noiſe ſhe made. 

The ſultan addreſs'd himſelf to the Indian, 100 aſked 
him who he was, and what he had to do with the lady ? 


The Indian replied, with a great deal of impudence, that 
ſhe was his wite, and what had any one to do to concern 


themſelves between them? 
The princeſs, who neither knew the rank nor qua- 


ny of the perſon, who came ſo ſeaſonably to her relief, 


old the Indian that he was a har; and ſaid to the ſul- 


| 05 Sir, whoever you are, that e has ſent to my 


aſſiſtance, have compaſſion on a princeis, and give no 


credit to that impoſtor, Heaven forbid that I ſhould be 


the wife of ſo vile and deſpicable an Indian, who is a 


wicked magician, that hath taken me away from the 


prince of Perſia, to whom I was geing to be married, 


and hath brought me hither on an inchanted horſe. 


The princeſs cf Bengal had no oc:alion to ſay any 


more, to perſuade the ſultan of Caſchmire, that what 


ſhe told him was truth. Her beauty, majeſtic air, and 
her fears, ſpoke enough for her. The ultan of Caſch- 


mire, juſtly enraged at the inſolence aud villainy of 


the Indian, order d his guards to ſurround him, and 
cut off his head; which ſentence was immediately ex- 
ecuted. 


The princeſs, tho? thus delivered from the perſecution 
of the Indian, yet fell into another no leis afflicting to 


der. 


"wy aA „ kd wood ce 
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her. The ſultan, after he had order'd her an horſe, 
carried her along with him to bis palace, where he 
todg'd her in the moſt magnificent apartment next his 
own, and gave-her a great number ot women ſlaves to 
attend her, and a guard of eunuchs. He led her him- 
ſelf into the apartment he aſſigned her; where, without 

iving her time to thank him for the great obligation 
the bad to him, he ſaid to her, As I am aſſure, prin- 
ceſs, that you muſt want reft, I will here take my leave of 
you till to-morrow, when you will be better able to 
give me all the circumitances of this ſtrange adventure A 
We men Terr net, ee 5 | 
The princefs of Bengal's joy was inexpreſſible, to find 
ſhe was ſo ſoon freed from the violence of a man ſh= 
could not look upon without horror. She flatter'd her- 
ſelf, that the ſultan of Caſchmire would be ſo generous as 


to {end her back to the prince of Perſia, when ſhe told 


him her ſtory, and aſked that favour of him, but was very 


much deceiv'd in theſe hopes; for the ſultan of Caſch- 


mire refolv'd to marry her the next day; and for that 
end had order'd rejoicings to be made by day-break, by 
beating of drums and ſounding of trumpets, and other 
teſtimonials of joy ; which not only echoed through the 
palace, but throughout the cit. LS. 
The princeſs of Bengal was awakened 
multuous concerts, but could not tell what cauſe to at- 
tribute them to; when the ſultan of Caſchmire, who had 
given the flaves orders to tell him when the princeſs 


was realy to receive a vifit, came to pay her oue; and 
after he had in formed himſelf of her health, he acquaint- 


ed her, that all thoſe rejoicings were to render their nup. 
tials more {olemn ; and at the ſame time deſired her to 
approve of them: Which diſcourſe pt her into fo great 
a conſternation that the ſwooned away, Fr 
The women-ſlaves, who were preſent, ran to her 
aſſiſtanee; and the ſultan did all he could to bring her to 


herſelf again, tho' it was a Jong time before they eould: 
But when the recover'd, rather than be falſe and break 


the promiſe ſhe had made to prince Firouz Schah, by 
contentiag to marry the ſultan of Caſchmire, who had 
proclaimed their nuptials betore he had aſked her con- 
tent, ſhe rejoly'd to feign madneſs, To that end, ſhe 
5 5 began 
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began to o ſay the moſt extravagant things before the ſul- 
tan, and even roſe off her ſeat to fly upon him, inſo- 
much that the ſultan was very much ſurpriſed and 


afflicted, that he had made ſuch a propoſal ſo unſea- 


ſonably. 
When he found that her frenzy rather increaſed than 


abated, he left her with her women, charging them 


never to leave her alone, but to take great care of her, 


He ſent often that day to know bow the did; but re- 


eciv*d no other anſwer, but that ſhe was -dthes worſe 
than better.. In ſhort, at night ſhe ſeem'd much worſe 
than ſhe had been all day, inſomuch that the ſultan of 


Caſchmire was baulked in the happineſs he ſo much pro- 


miſed himlelf. 
This frenzy not only held the princeſs of Bengal the 


next day, but a great many more; ſo that the ſultan ſent 


for all the phy ſicians belonging to his court, to talk with 
them about her diſeaſe, and to aik them, if they could 
cure her! 

The pliyſicians all agreed that there were ſeveral de- 
grees of this diſtemper, {ome curable, and others not; 

and told the ſultan, that they could not judge of che 

princeſs of Bengal's, unleſs they ſaw her; upon which 
the ſultan order'd the eunuchs to introduce them into 
the princeſs's chamber. 

Ihe princeſs, who foreſaw what would happen, and 
fear'd, that if ſhe let the phyſicians come near her to feel 
her pulſe, they would ſoon know that ſhe was in a good 
ſtate of health, and that her madneſs was only feig n'd, 


flew into ſuch a rage and paſſion, that ſhe was ready to 
tear out their eyes Who came ncar her; ſo none of them 


durſt go nigh her. 


Some of them, who pretended to be more ſkilful than 


the reſt, and boaſted of judging of diſeaſes only by 


fight, order'd her ſome potions, which they could by no 
means get her to take, the well knowing) ſhe could be 


fick or well at pleaſure. 
When the ſultan of Caſchmire faw that his phyſicians 
could not cure her, he called in the moſt noted and ex- 


perienced of the city, who had all no better ſucceſs. 
Afterwards he ſent for the moſt famous in the kingdom, 


who met with no better reception from the princeſs, and 


whats. 
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what they order'd had no better effect, than what was 
preſcrib'd by the firit. Afterwards he diſpatch'd ex- 
preſſes to the courts of neighbouring princes, with the 
caſe of the princeſs's diſtemper, to be diſtributed among 
the moſt famous phyſicians, with a promiſe to reward 
him or them well, who ſhould come and cure the prin- 
ceſs of Bengal. 

A great many phyſicians came from all parts to the 
capital of Caſchmire, and undertook the cure, but none 
of them could boaſt of better ſucceſs than their fellows, 
ſince it was a thing that d1d not depend on their ſkill, 
but on the will of the princels. 

During this interval, the prince Firouz Schah, diſ- 
guiſed in the habit of a derviſe, had travelled through 
a great many large towns and provinces, full of grief; 
and having endured a great deal of fatigue, not knows 
ing which way to direct his courſe next, to hear the 
news he ſought, and made diligent inquiry after her at 


every place he came at; till at laſt paſſing through a 


reat town in India, he heard the people talk very much 


of a princeſs of Bengal, who ran mad on the day of the 
celebration of her nuptials with the ſultan of Caſchmire. 


At the name of the princeſs of Bengal, and ſuppoſing 


that there was no other princeſs of Bengal than ſhe, 


upon whoſe account he undertook his travels, he ſet for- 


wards for the kingdom of Caſchmire, on this common 


report; and at his arrival at the capital city, he went 


and lodged at a khan, where the ſame day he was told 
the ſtory of the princeſs of Bengal, and the unhappy 


fate of the Indian, which he richly deſerved. By all 


the circumilances, the prince knew he could not be de- 


ceived, but that ſhe was the ſame princeſs he had {ought 

ſo long after. | C 
The prince of Perſia, being informed of all theſe 

particulars, provided himſelf againſt the next day with 


a phyſician's habit, and having let his beard grow 
Curing his travels, paſs'd for a phyſician ; and through _ 


the greatneſs of his impatience to lee his princeſs, went 


to the ſultan's palace, where preſenting bimlelf to the | 


chief of the huiſſirs, he told him, that perhaps it might 
be looked upon as a very bold undertaking in him to 
offer himſelf as a phyſician to attempt the cure of the 
| Pr in ceſe, 
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rg after ſo many had failed in it; but chat he 
oped ſome ſpecifics, which he had had great expe- 


rience of and ſucceſs from, would effect the cure. The 


chief of the huiſſirs told him he was very welcome, 
that the ſultan would receive him with a great deal of 


_ pleaſure, and that if he ſhould have the good fortune 


to reſtore the princeſs to her former health, he might 


expect a conſiderable reward from tae ſultan his matter's 
liberality; but, added he, ſtay a moment, I will come 


to you again prelently. Fax 


It had been a long time ſince, any phyſician had offer- 


ed himſelf; and the ſultan of Ca/chmire with great grief 
had begun to loſe all hopes of ever teeing the princeſs 


of Bengal reſtored to her former health, that he might 


marry her, as he ſo much withed to do; theretore he 


the ſooner ordered the huiflir, who brought him the 


news, to bring the phyſician to him. 


The prince of Perſia was preſented to the ſultan of 
Caſchmire in the habit and diiguile of a phyſician, and 


the ſultan, without waſting time in a long diſcourſe, 
after having told him the princeſs of Ber gal could not 
bear the ſight of a phyſician without failing into the 
moſt violent tranſports, Which increaſed her diſtemper, 
carried him into a clotet, from whence, through a wins 
dow, he might ſee her without being ſeen, 5 
There prince Firouz Schah ſaw his lovely princeſs, ſet 
careleſsly ſinging a ſong with tears in her cyes, in which 
ſhe deplored her unhappy fate, which deprived her 


as ſhe thought for ever, of the object ſhe loved ſo 
_ tenderly. * | 


The prince was ſo ſenſibly affected at the melancholy 


condition he found his dear princeſs in, that he wanted 
no other ſigns to comprehend that her diſte per was 
feigned, and that it was for the love of him that ſhe was 


under fo grievous a conſtraint, When he came out of 
the cloſet, he told the ſultan, that he had diſcovered 


the nature of the princels's diſtemper, and that ſhe was 


not incurable ; but added withal, that he muſt ſpeak 


with her in private, and by himſelf, and notwithſtand- 
ing her violent fits at the ſight of phyſicians, he hoped 
ſhe would hear and receive him favourably, | 


The 
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The ſultan ordered the princeſs's chamber door to be 
opened, and prince Firouz Schah went in. As ſoon as 
the princeſs ſaw him (for ſhe took him by his habit to 
be a phyſician) ſhe roſe up in a rage, threatening him, 
and giving him the moſt injurious language: Notwith- 
ſtanding which, he made directly towards her, and when 
he was nigh enough for her to hear him, he ſaid to her 
in a low voice, and in a moſt reſpectful manner, Prin- 
ceſs, I am not a phyſician, but the prince of Perſia, 
Who am come to procure you your liberty. 


The princeſs, who preſently knew the ſound of the 
voice, and the upper features of his face, for all he had 


let his beard grow ſo long, grew calm at once, and a 
ſecret joy and pleaſure was ſpread over her face: Her 


ſurpriſe was ſo agreeable, that it deprived her for ſome 
time of the uſe of her ſpeech, and gave prince Firoua 


Schah time to tell her, how great and irrefiſtible his de- 


ſpair was, when he ſaw. the Indian carry her away; the 


reſolution he took afterwards, to leave every thing to 
find her out wherever ſhe was, and never to return 
home till he had found her, and forced her out of the 


hands of the perfidious wretch ; and by what good for- 


tune, at laſt, after long ſatiguing journies, he had the 


ſatis faction to find her in the palace of the ſultan of 
Caſchmire. Afterwards he deſired the p:;incels to in- 
form him of all that had happened unto her, from the 


time ſhe was taken away, till that happy moment, tel- 
ling her that it was of the greateſt importance, that he 


might take the moſt proper meaſures to deliver her from 


the tyranny of the ſultan of Caſchmire. 
The princeſs of Bengal told the prince how ſhe was 
delivered from the Indian's violence by the ſultan of 


Caſchmire, as he was returning home from hunting; | 
| how ill ſhe was treated the next day, by the declaration 


he had made of his love, and his precipitate defign to 


marry her the next day, without fo much as ever aiking 
her conſent ; that this violent and tyrannical conduct 
put her into a ſwoon ; after which ſhe thought ſhe had 
no other way than what ſhe had taken, to preſerve her- 
Telf for a prince, to whom ſhe had given her heart and 
faith; or die rather than marry the ſultan, whom ihe 
neither loved, nor could ever love, 
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Then the prince of Perſia aſked her, if ſhe knew 
what was become of the horſe, after the Indian's death : 
To which ſhe anſwered, that ſhe knew not what orders 
the ſultan had given about it ; but believed after the 
-- 7 "a ſhe had given him of it, he would take care 
Of it. | | 

As prince Firouz Schah never doubted but that the 
ſultan had the horſe, he communicated his deſign to the 

rinceſs, of making uſe of it to carry them both back 
into Perſia ; and after they had conſulted together on 
the meaſures they were to take, and that nothing might 

revent the execution of them, they agreed that the 
princeſs ſhould dreſs herſelf the next day, and receive 
the ſultan civiily, when he brought him, but not to 

ſpeak. | | . 5 
The ſultan of Caſchmire was overjoyed, when the 
rince of Perſia gave him an account what effe& his 
- firſt viſit had towards the cure of the princeſs of Ben- 
gal. And the next day, when the princeſs received him 
after ſuch a manner as perſuaded him her cure was far 
advanced, he looked upon him as the greateſt phyſician 
in the world, and exhorted her to follow his direc- 
tions, to complete what he had ſo well begun; and then 
retired, | : FS 


The prince of Perſia, who attended the ſultan os - 


Caſchmire out of the princeſs's chamber, as he accom- 
panied him, faid to him, with all imaginable reſpect, 
Pray, fir, if I may be ſo bold, as to aſk you this queſtion; 
How came the princeſs of Bengal into the dominions of 
Caſchmire thus alone, ſince her own country lies fo far 


off? This he ſaid on purpoſe to introduce. ſome diſ- 


courſe about the inchanted horſe, and to know what was 
become of it. FOOT gods hStehs 
The ſultan of Caſchmire, who could not penetrate 
into what motive the prince of Perſia had to aſk that 
queſtion, made the matter no ſecret, but told him much 
the ame ſtory as the princeſs of Bengal had done; ad- 
ding, that he had ordered the inchanted horſe to be 
kept ſafe in his treaſury, tho* he knew not the ule 
of it. Fo ne : 
Sir, replied the pretended phyſician, the information 
Which your majeſty gives me, affords me a means of cu- 
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ENT ERTAINMENTS. 215 
ring the princeſs. As ſhe was brought hither on a horſe, 
and as that horſe was inchanted, ſhe hath contracted 
ſomething of the inchantment, which I am ſure I can 
remove. If your majeſty would be pleaſed to entertain 
your court and people of your capital with the moſt 
ſurpriſing fight that ever was ſeen; let the horſe be 
brought into the great ſquare before the palace, and 
leave the reſt to me: I promiſe to ſhew you, and that 
aſſembly; in a few moments time, that the princeſs of 
Bengal ſhall be as well as ever ſhe was in her life: But 
the better to effect what I propoſe, it would be proper, 
that the princeſs ſhould be as magnificently dreſſed as 
poſſible, and adorned with the beſt jewels your majeſty 
has: Which, and much more difficult things, the ſultan 
would have undertaken, to have arrived at the height of 

his deſires, as he expected to do ſoon, _ 

The next day the inchanted horſe was, by his order, 
taken out of the treaſury, and placed early in the great 
ſquare before the palace; upon which a report was 

ſpread thro? the town, that there was ſomething extra- 
ordinary to be ſeen, and crowds of people of all forts 
flocked thither from all parts, inſomuch that the ſultan's 
guards were placed to prevent all diſorders, and to 
make room enough round the horſe. Os 

The ſultan of Caſchmire, ſurrounded with all his 
nobles and miniſters of ſtate, was placed on a ſcaffold 

_ erected on purpoſe. The princeſs of Bengal, attended 
by a vaſt number of ladies which the ſultan had aſſigned 
her, went directly up to the horſe, and the women 

1 helped her to get upon its back: When ſhe was fixed 

: in the ſaddle, and had the bridle in her hand, the pre- 
tended phyſician placed a great many veſſels full of“ 
fire, which he had ordered to be brought, round the 

horſe; and going round about it ſeveral times, he caſt 
a ſtrong and grateful perfume into thoſe pots; then 
caſting down his eyes, and running, with his hand upon 
his breaſt, three times about the horſe, he made as it he 
pronounced ſome certain words to himſelf, In the mean 
time the pots ſent forth a dark cloud of a pleaſant ime], 
and fo ſurrounded the princels, that neither ſhe nor the 

| horſe were to be diſcerned. At this juncture, the priuce 

jump'd nimbly up behind her, and reaching his hand to 

. | 8 the 
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the peg, turned it; and while the horſe mounted inte 
| the air, he pronounced theſe words, which the ſultan 
heard diſtinctly, Sultan of Caſchmire, when thou would- 
eſt marry princeſſes, who implore thy protection, learn 
firit to get their conſent. 

Thus the prince of Perſia recovered and delivered the 
princeſs of Bengal, and carried her that ſame day to 
the capital of Ferſia, where he alighted in the midit of 
the palace, beſore the king his father's apartment, who. 
deferred the ſolemnization of the marriage no longer, 
than juſt to have time to make all the preparations 
neceſlary to render the ceremony nes and mag- 
nificent. 

After the days appointed for the rejoicings were over, 
the king of Perſia's firſt care was to name and appoint 

an ambaſſador to go to give the king of Bengal an ac- 
count of what was paſt, and to demand his approbation 


and ratification of the alliance contracted by this mar- 
riage ; which the king of Bengal took as an honour, and 


granted with a great deal ot pleaſure and latislaction. 


* flory of prince Ahmed, and the fairy Pari Bano 


HERE ve foltad, who hd pracenbly 5 


the Indian throne ſeveral years, and had the ſatiſ- 
faction in his (ld age to have three ſons the 1mitators of 


his v rtues, and a niece who was the ornament of his 


court. The eldeſt of the princes was called Houflain, 
the ſecond Ali, the ycurgeſt Ahmed, and the princeſs, 
his niece, Nouronnihar +. 

Ihe princeſs Nouronnihar was the dauphter of the 
4, brother of the ſultan, to whom the ſultan in 


is life-time allowed a conſiderable revenue: Bur that 
prince had not been married long before he died, and 


left the princeſs very young. "Ihe ſultan, in confidera- 
tion chat chere was always a brother ly love and friend- 
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ENTERTAINMENTS. 215 
ſhip between them, and that the prince his brother was 
attached to his perſon, took upon himſelf the care of his 


daughter's education; and brought her up in his palace 
with the three princes ; where her wit and beauty, which 


were ſingular, and her virtue, diſtinguiſhed her among 


all the princeſſes of her time. {3s 1 5 

The ſultan, her uncle, propoſed to marry her, when 
ſhe arrived at a proper age, and to contract an alliance 
with ſome eee. prince by that means. But 


when he perceived that the three princes his ſons loved 


her paſſionately, he thought more ſeriouſly on that affair. 
He was very much concerned, but his grief did not 
roceed from their paſhons preventing his forming an 


alliance he deſigned; but the difficulty he foreſaw was 


to make them agree, and that the two youngeſt ſhould 
conſent to yield her up to their elder brother, He 


ſpoke to each of them apart; and after having remon- | 


ſtrated the impoſſibility of one princels's being the 
wife of three, and the trouble they might create, if 


they perſiſted in their paſſion ; he did all he could to 


perſuade them to come to ſtand to a declaration of the 
princeſs's in favour of one of them; or to deſiſt from 
their intentions, and to think of other matches amon 

the neighbouring princeſſes, But as he found them po- 
ſitively obſtinate, he ſent for them all together, and ſaid 
to them, Children, ſince for your, good and quiet [I 


have not been able to perſuade you no longer o aſpire 


to the princeſs your couſin; and as I have no inclina- 
tion to make uſe of my authority to give her to one 


preferable before the other two, I fancy I have thought 


ct a proper expedient, which will pleaſe you all, and 
preſerve the union among you, it you will but hear 
me, and do as I would have you, I think it would 
not be amiſs, if every one travelled ſeparately into dif- 
terent countries, ſo that you might not meet each other: 


And as you know I am very curious, and delight in 


every thing that's ſingular, I promiſe my niece in mar- 


Z | riage to him that ſhall bring me the molt extraordinary 
= rarity; and for the purchale of the rarity you ſhall go 
in ſearch after, and the expence of travelling, I will 


give every one a ſum of money agreeable to your birth ; 
Wh:Ch ſhall not be laid out in equipage and attendants, 
3 | 
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216 AR ABIAN Nicnts | 
which, by diſcovering who you are, would not only de- 
prive you of the liberty to acquit yourſelves of the en- 


quiry you go about; but prevent your obſerving thoſe 


ings, which merit the moſt your attention, and may 
be the moſt uſeful to you. | 


As the three princes were always ſubmiſſive and 
obedient to the ſultan's will, and each flatter'd himſelf 


Fortune might prove favourable to him, and give him 
the poſſeſſion of the princeſs Nouronnihar, they all 
conſented to it. The ſultan paid them the money he 
promiſed them ; and that very day they gave orders for 
the preparations for their travels, and took their leaves 
of the ſultan, that they might be the more ready to go 
the next morning. e ehe they all ſet out at the 
ſame gate of the city, each dreſſed like a merchant at- 
tended by an officer of confidence dreſſed like a ſlave, 


and all well mounted and equipt. They went the firſt 


day's journey together, and lay all at an inn, where 
the road was divided into three different tracks. At 
night when they were at ſupper 'together, they all 
agreed to travel for a year, and to make that inn their 
rendezvous s and that the firſt that came, ſhould wait 
for the reit ; that as they had all three taken their leaves 


together of the ſultan, they might all return together. 


The next morning by break of day, after they had 
embraced, and wiſhed each other reciprocally good ſuc- 
ceſs, they mounted their horſes, and took each a dif- 
terent road. hes . 

Prince Houſſain, the eldeſt brother, who had heard 
wonders of the grandeur, ſtrength, riches, and ſplendor 


of the kingdom of Biſnagar,. bent his courſe towards 


the Indian coaſt ; and, after three months traveiling, 
joined himſelf to different caravans; ſometimes over 


deſerts and barren mountains, and ſometimes thro? rich 


fertile countries, arrived at Biſnagar, the capital of the 
kingdom of that name, and the reſidence of its king. 
He went and lodged at a khan appointed for foreign 
merchants; and having learnt that there were four 
principal diviſions where merchants of all forts fold 
_ tieir commodities, and kept ſhops; and in the midſt 
of which ſtood the cattle, or rather the king's palace, 
on a large extent of ground, as the center of the city, 
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admiration. 


very light too. 


Iymmetry, and all that dealt in the ſame ſort of goods | 
lived in one ſtreet; as alſo the handicrafts-men, Who 
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and ſurrounded with three works, and two leagues di- 


ſtant from one gate to another, he went to one of theſe. 


diviſions the next day. 

Prince Houſſain could not view this diviſion without 
It was large, and divided into ſeveral 
ſtreets, all vaulted and ſhaded from the ſun, and yet 
The ſhops were all of a ſize, and juſt 


kept their ſhops in the ſmaller ſtreets. 
The multitude of ſhops ſtock'd with all ſorts of mer- 
chandiſes, as the fineſt linens from ſeveral parts of In- 


dia, ſome painted in the moſt lively colours, and re- 


preſenting beaſts, trees, and flowers: filks and brocades 
from Perſia, China, and other places, parcelain both 


from Japan, and China, and tapeſtries, ſurpriſed him 


ſo much, that he knew not how to believe his own eyes; 


but when he came co the goldſmiths and jewellers, (for 
thoſe two trades were exerciſed by the {ame merchants) 


he was in a kind of ecſtaſy, to behold ſuch prodigious 


quantities of wrought gold and filver, and was dazzled 


by the luſtre of the pearls, diamonds, rubies, emeralds, 
and other jewels, expoſed to ſale. But if he was ſo 


much amazed at the richneſs of one place, he was much 


more ſurpriſed when he came to judge of the wealth 


of the whole kingdom, by conſidering, that except the 


bramias and miniſters of the idols, who profeſs a retired 
lite, there was not an Indian, through the extentof that 
ingdom, man, or woman, but what wore necklaces, 
bracelets, and ornaments about their legs and feet, of 
pearls, and other jewels, which appeared with the greater 


luſtre, as they were blacks, 


Another thing prince Houſſain ba admired, 


Was the great number of roſe- ſellers, who crowded the 
 fireets ; tor the Indians are fo great lovers of that flawer, 


that not one will ſtir without a noſegay in his hand, or 


a garland on his head; and the merchants keep hem 7 


in pots in their ſhops, ſo dat the air is perieQiy per- 
fumed. 


Aſter prince Houfain had run throuh that diviſion, Y 
ſtrect by ſtreet, his thoughts fall y ew ployed on the riches 
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he had ſeen, he was very much tired; which a merchant 
perceiving, civilly invited him to fit down in his ſhop, 
and he accepted of ; but had not been ſat down long, 
before he ſaw a cr.er paſs by with a piece of tapeſtry on 
his arm, about fix foot ſquare, and cried it at thirty 
_ Purſes. Lhe prince called to the crier, and aſked him 
to {ce the tapeſtry, which ſeemed to him to be valued at 

an exorbitant price, not only for the ſize of it, but the 
meanneſs of the ſtuff ; when he had examined it well, 
he told the crier, that he could not comprehend how ſo 
ſmall a piece of tapeſtry, and of ſo indifferent appear- 
ance, could be ſet at ſo high a price. | 
The crier, who took him for a merchant, replied, If 
this price ſeems ſo extravagant to you, your amaze- 
ment e ill be greater, when I te.] you, I have orders to 
raiſe it to forty purſes, and not to part with it under, 
_ Certainly, anſwered prince Houſſain, it muſt have ſome- 
thing very extraordinary in it, which 1 know nothing 
of. . You have gueſſed it, fir, replied the crier, and will 
own it, when you come to know, that whoever ſits on 
this piece of tapeſtry, may be tranſported in an inſtant, 
wherever he defires to be, without being ſtopt by any 
nach. | 
At this diſcourſe of the crier, the prince of the Indies 
conſidering, that the principal motive of his travel was 
to carry the ſultan his father home ſome ſingular rarity, 
thought that he could not meet with any, which co..1d 
give him more ſatisfaction. If the tapeſtry, ſaid be to 
the crier, has the virtue you aſiign it, I ſhall not think 
forty purſes too much; but ſhall make you a preſent 
beſides. Sir, replied the crier, I have tcld you the 
truth; and it is an eaſy matter to convince vou of it, 
as ſoon as you have made the bargain for forty puzles, 
on condition I ſhew you the experiment. But as 1 ſup- 
poſe you have not ſo much about you, and to receive 
them, I muſt go with you to your khan, where you 
164 ©; with the leave of the maiter of the ſhop, we 
will go into the back-ſhop, and I will ſpread the tape- 
ſtry; and when we have both ſet down, and you have 
formed the wiſh to be tranſported into your apartment 
_ of the klian, if we are not tianſported thither, it {hall 
Ks Ta «6 | * 
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be no bargain, and you ſhall be at your liberty, As to 
your preſent, though 1 am paid for my trouble by the 
ſeller, I ſhall receive it as a favour, and be very much 
obliged to you, and thankful. 


On the credit of the crier, the prince accepted the 


conditions, and concluded the bargain ; ; and having got 
the maſter's leave, they went into his back-ſhop : they 
both ſat down on it; and as ſoon as the prince formed 


his wiſh, to be tranſported into his apartment at the 


khan, he preſently found himſelf and the crier there in 
the fame {ituation ; and as he wanted not a more ſuffi- 


cient proof of the virtue of the tapeſtry, he counted the 


crier out forty puries of gold, and gave ham twenty 
pieces for himſelf. 


In this manner prince Houſſain became the poſſeſſor 


of the tapeſtry, and was overjoyed that at his arrival at 
Biſnagar, he had found fo rare a piece, which he never 
ditputed would gain him the poſſeſſion of Nouronnihar. 
In ſhort, he looked upon it as an impoſſible thing for 


the princes, his younger brothers, to meet with. any 
thing to be compared with it. It was in his power, 


by fitting on his tapeſtry, to be at the place cf rendez- 
vous that very day: But as he was . to ſtay there 
for his brothers, as they had agreed; 


O 


to inform himfelt of the ſtrength, laws, cuſtoms, and 


religion of the kingdom, he choſe to make a longer 


abode there, and to ſpeud ſome months in latisſying his 


Curt: viity. 
It was a cuſtom of the king of Biſnagar, to give all 
ſtrange merchants acceſs to his perlor, once a a Week ; 


and by that title, Prince Houſſain, who would not be | 


known, faw him often: And as this prince was hand- 
ſome, witty, and extremely polite, he eaſily diltinguiſh- 
ed himſelf among the merchants, and was preterred 


before them all by the ſultan, who addreſſed h.mficlt to 


him to be iniormed of the ſultan of the Indies perſon, 


and of the government, ttrength, and riches of his do- 


minions, _ 

The reſt of bis time the prince ſpent in 8 what 
was moſt remarkable in and about the city; and among 
thoſe things, which were moit worthy of admiration, 


S424 h he 


aud as he was 
curious to ſee the king of Biſnagar and his court, and 
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he viſited a temple of idols, which was built all of 
braſs. It was about ten cubits ſquare, and fifteen high; 
and that which was the greateſt ornament to it, was an 
idol, the height of a man, of maſly gold: Its eyes were 
two rubies, ſet ſo artificially, that it ſeemed to look at 
thoſe who looked at it, on which fide ſoever they ſtood: 
Beſides this, there was another no leſs curious, in a vil- 
lage, in the midſt of a plain, of ten arches, which was 
a delicious garden full of roſes, and the choiceſt flowers, 
ſurrounded with a ſmall wall, breaſt high, to keep the 
cattle out, In the midſt of this plain was raiſed a 
terraſs a man's height, ſo nicely paved, that the whole 
pavement ſeemed to be but one fingle lone. A temple 
was erected in the middle of this terrals, with a dome 
about fifty cubits high, and might be ſecn for ſev. ral 
leagues about. It was thirty cub:ts long, and twenty 
broad; the marble of which it was built, was red, and 
extremely well pohſhed. The inſide of the dome was 
adorned with three rows of fize paintings: And, in 
ſhort, there was not a place in the whole temple, but 
what was embelliſhed with baſlo relievos, and figwes 
of idols from top to bottom. , 1 ; 
Every night and morning there were ſuperſt:tious ce- 
remonies performed in this temple, which were always 
ſucceeded with ſports, concerts ct muſick, dancing, 
ſinging, and feaſts. The miniſters of the temple, and 
the inhabitants of the place, had nothing to ſubſiſt on, 
but the offerings of pilgrims, who came in numbers 
from the molt diſtant parts of the kingdom, to perform 
their vows. | „ | | . 
Beſides all this, prince Houſſain was a ſpectator of 
a ſolemn feaſt, which was celebrated every year at the 
court of Biſnagar, at wh ch all the governors of pro- 
V1i.ces and fortified places, all governors and judges 
o towns, and the molt celebrated bramins were obliged 
to be preſent ; and ſome lived fo far off, that they were 
four months in coming. This aſſembly, compoſed of 
ſuch 1nvumerable multitudes of Incians, met in a plain 
of a vaſt extent, was a glorious fight. In the center of 
_ ths plain was erected a large ſcaffolding of nine rows 
of benches, incloſed on one ſide by a five building, and 
ſuppcrted by forty pillars, This place was raited for 
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the king, and his court, and thoſe ſtrangers he admitted 


to the audience once a Week: within, u was adorned 
and furniſhed magnificently; and on the outſide were 
painted fine landſkips, wherein all ſorts of beaſts, birds, 
and inſccts, ſo much as flies, were drawn very natural. 
Three other ſcaffolds of about four or five benches, and 
painted almoſt all alike, formed the other three ſides. 
But what was more particular in theſe ſcaffolds, they 
could make them change their ſituation every hour, 

On each ſide of this place, at ſome diſtance from each 
other, were ranged great numbers of clephants, ſump- 
tuouſly harneſſed, and each loaded with a wooden caſtle 
upon his back, fincly gilt, within each of which were 
muſicians and ſtage- Players. The trunks, ears, and bc- 
dies of the e elephants, were painted with cinnabar, in 
which were repreſented groteique figures, | 

But what prince Houſſwin moſt of all admired, was 
the ingenious addreſs and invention of the Indians, to 
make a large elephant ſtand with his fore-fect on a poſt, 
which was fixed into the earth, and flood ont of it 


above two feet, and beat time with his trunk to the 


muſick. Beſides this, there was another elephant as 
big as this, and no leſs ſurpriſing; which being {ct upon 
a board, which was laid acroſs a flrong rail about ten 


foot high, with a great weight at the other end, which, 
balanced him, kept time by the motions of his bo..y 


and trunk, with the muſick, as well as the other ele- 
phant, and both in the preſence of che king and his 
whole court. = 1 

Prince Houſſain might have made a longer abode in 


the kingdom and court of Biſnagar, Where he might 


have been agreeably diverted, till the day he and his 


brothers had appointed to meet on: But he was ſo 
well ſatisfied with what he had ſeen, and his thoughts 
ran ſo much upon the object of his love, that after his 
good ſucceſs in meeting with this tapeſtry, the beauty 


and charms of the princeſs Nouronnihar increaſed every 
day the violence of his paſſion, and he fancied he ſhould 
be the more eaſy and happy, the nearer he was to 
her. After he had ſatisfied the maſter of the khan for 
his apartment, and told him the hour when he might 
come for the key ; he ſhut 


his door, put the key on 
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the outſide, and ſpreading the tapeſtry, he and the offi- 
cer he had brought with him, {at down ; and as loon as 
he had formed his wiſh, were tranſported to the inn, 
at which he and his brothers were to mcct, and where 
he paſſed for a merchant, till they came. | 
Prince Ali, prince Houſſain's ſecond brother, who 
deſigned to travel into Perſia, to conform himſelf to the 
intention of the ſultan of the Indies, took the road, huv- 
ing three days after he parted with his brothers, joined 


a caravan; and after four days travel, arrived at Schi- 
raz, which was the capital of the kingdom of Perſia; 


and having in the way contracted a friendſhip with ſome 


merchants, paſſed tor a jeweller, and lodged in the fame 
khan with them, Et | 
The next morning, while the merchants opened their 


bales cf merchandizes, prince Ali, who travelled only 


for his pleaſure, and had brought nothing but juſt ne- 
ceſſaries along with him, after he had dreſſed himſelf, 
took a walk into that part of the town, which they at 
Schiraz called the bezettein ; which was a ſpacious and 


well- built place, it being arched, and thoſe arches ſup- 
ported by large pillars; round which, as well as the 
walls, there were fine furniſhed ſhops of jewellers, gold- 


ſmiths, and traders in gold and ſilver brocades, rich 


ſilks, fine linens, and other choice and valuable mer» 
chandizes. Prince Ali ſoon rambled through all the 
bezeſtein, and with admiration judged cf the riches of 


the place, by the prodigious quantities cf the moſt pre- 
cious merchandizes that were expoſed to view, 


But among all the criers, who paſſed backwards and 


forwards with ſeveral forts of goods, offering to ſell 


them, he was not a little ſurpriſed to ſee one, who 


held an ivory perſpective glaſs in his hand, of about a 
fot in length, and the thickneſs cf a man's thumb, 
and cried it at thirty purſes. At firſt he thovght the 


crier mad, and to inform himſelf went to a ſhop, and 


faid to the merchant, who ſtood at the door, Pray, 
fir, is not that man (pointing to the cer, who cried 


the ivory perſpective glaſs at thirty purſe) mad? If he 


is not, Jam very much deceived. Indeed, fir, anſwer'd 


the merchant, he was in his right ſenſes yeſterday ; and! 
can aſſure you, he is one of the ableſt criers we have, 
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and the moft employed of any, he being to be con fided 
in, when any thing valuable is to be fold; and if he. 


cries the ivory perſpective glaſs at thirty purſes, it muſt 
be worth as much, or more, on ſome account or other. 
He will come by preſently, and we will call lim, and 
you ſhall be ſatished ; in the mean time tit down on my. 
ſofa, and reſt yourſelf. | 


Prince Ali accepted of the merchant's obliging offer, 


and preſently afterwards the crier paſſed by. Ine mer- 
chant called him by his name, and pointing to the 
prince, ſaid to him, Tell that gentleman, who aſked 
me if you were in your right ſenſes, what you mean by 
c:ying that ivory perſpective glaſs, which ſeems not to 
be worth much, at thirty purſes? [ ſhould be very 
much amazed myſelff, if I cid not know you. The crier, 


addreſſing himieit to prince Ali, ſaid, fir, you are not the 


only perton that takes me for a mad man, on the ac- 


count of this perſpective glaſs; you ſhall judge your- 
felt, whether I am or no, when I have told you its 


property; and I hope you will value it at as high a 
price, as thoſe I have ſhewed it to already, who had as 
bad an opinion of me as you. oa 

Firſt, fir, purſued the crier, preſenting the ivory pipe 
to the prince, obſerve, that this pipe is turnilhed with a 
glaſs at both ends; and conſider, that by looking 
through one of them, yoa ſee whatever object you wiſh 


to behold. I am, ſaid the prince, ready to make you 


all imaginable reparation for the ſcandal I have throwa 
on you, if you will make the truth of what you advance 


appear; and as he had the ivory pipe in his hand, at- 


ter he had looked at the two glaſſes, he ſaid, ſhew me 


at which of tieſe ends I muſt look, that I may be ſa- 


tisfied. The crier preſently ſhewed him, and he look- 


ed through; wiſhing, at the ſame time, to ſee the ſul- | 


tan his tather, whom he immediately beheld in perfect 
health, ſet on his throne, in the midſt of his council. 
Afterwards, as there was nothing in the world ſo dear 


to him, after the ſultan, as the princeſs Nouronnihar, 


he wiſhed to ſee her; and ſaw her at her toilet laugh- 


her. 


K 4 Prince 


ing, and in a pleaſant humour, with her women about 
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Prince Ali wanted no other proof to be perſuaded, 


that this perſpective glaſs was the moſt valuable thing 
in the world, and believed, that if he ſhould neglect ts 
purchaſe it, he ſhould never meet again with ſuch ano- 
ther rarity : Therefore ſaid to the cner, I am very ſorry 

that I ſhould have entertained ſo bad an opinion of you, 


but hope to make you amends by buying the glats, for 
I ſhould be very well pleaſed with it; fo tell me the 


juit value, and the loweſt price the ſeller has fixed upon 
it; and do not give yourſelf any farther trouble to 
hawk it about, but go with me, and Pll pay you the 
money. The crier aſſured him, with an oath, that his 
laſt orders were to take no leſs than forty purſes ; and it 
he diſputed the truth of what he ſaid, he would carry 
him to him. The prince believed him, took him with 
him to the khan, where he lodged, and told him out 
the money, and received the peripective-glaſs. _ 
Prince Ali was overjoyed at his bargain; and per- 
ſuaded himſelf, that as his brothers would not be able 
to meet with any thing ſo rare and admirable, the prin- 
ceſs Nouronnihar would be the recompenſe of his fatigue 
and trouble; that he thought of nothing but viſiting the 


court of Perſia incognito, and ſeeing whatever was cu- 


rious in Schiraz, and thereabouts, till the caravan with 
which he came returned back to the Indies. As ſoon as 
the caravan was ready to ſet out, the prince joined them, 
and arrived happily without any accident or trouble, a- 
therwiſe than the length of the journey, and fatigue of 


travelling, at the place of rendezvous, where he found 


prince Houſſain, and both waited for prince Ahmed. 
Prince Ahmed, who took the road of Samarcande, 
the next dav after his arrival there, went, as his brothers 
had done, into the bezeſtein ; where he had not walked 
long, but heard a crier, who had an artificial apple in 
his hand, cry it at five and thirty purſes. Upon which 
he ſtopped the crier, and 1aid to him, Let me ſee that 
apple, and tel] me what virtue and extraordinary pro- 
perties it has, to be valued at ſo high a rate. Sir, ſaid 
the crier, giving it into his hand, if you look at the 
outiide of this apple, it is very inconſiderable; but if 
you conſider its properties, virtues, and the great uſe 


and benefit it ts of to mankind, you wall ſay it is no 


price 
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price for it, and that he who poſſeſſes it, is maſter of a 
great treaſure. In ſhort, 1 ti. cures all ſick perſons of the 
moſt mortal diſeaſes, whether fevers, pleur ties, lagnes, 
or other malignant di“ empers ; and it the patient is. 
dying, it wi l recover him immediately, ard rettete him 
to perfect health: and this is dong atter the eatieſt man- 
ner in the world, wh.ch-1s by tne Py 8 {melling to 
the apple. 

If I may believe yov, replied prince Ahmed, the vir- 
tues of this apple are wonderful, and ic is invaliiable; 2 
But what ground have I for all Fo tell me, to be periuad- 
ed of the truth ot this matte? Sir, replied the crier, the 
thing is known and averred by the whole city of Samar— 
cande, but without going any farther, aſk all theſe mer- 
chants you ſee here, and hear what they ſay; you will 


find ſeveral of them will tell you, they had not been alive 


this day, if they had not made uſe of this excellent reme- 
dy ; and that you may the better comprehend what it is, 
I muſt tell you, it is the fruit of the fludy and experi- 
ments of a celebrated philoſopher of this city, who ap- 


plied himſelf all. his life-ttme to the ſtudy and know 


ledge of the virtues of plants and minerals, and at laſt 
attained to this compoſition, by which he performed 


ſuch ſurpriſing cures in this town, as w 1] never be for- 


got; but died ſuddenly himſelf, before he could apply 


his ſovereign remedy ; and left his wife, and a great 
many young children behind him, in very indifferent 
circumttances, who to ſupport her family, and provide 
for her children, is reſolved to fell it. 

While the crier informed prince Ahmed of the vir- 
tues of the artificial apple, a great many perſons came: 


about them, and confirmed what he ſaid ; and one 


among the reſt ſaid, he had a friend dangerouſly i, 
whoſe life was deſpaired of ; and that was a favourable 
opportunity to ſhew prince Ahmed the experiment: 


Upon which prince Ahmed told the cricr, he would. : 
give him forty purſes, if he was ſenſible he cured the 


lick perſon. 
The crier, who had orders to ſell it at. chat PFIces, 
faid to prince Ahmed, Come, fir, let us go and make 


the experiment, and the a ple ſhall be yours; and L. 
can aſſure you, that it will always have the deiired. 
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effect. In ſhort, the experiment ſucceeded, and che 
prince, after he had counted out to the crier forty pur- 
ſes, and he had delivered the apple to him, waited pa- 
tiently for the firſt caravan that ſhould return to the In- 
dies. In the mean time he ſaw all that was curious at 
and about Samarcande, and principally the valley of 
Soyda, ſo called from the river which waters it, and is 
reckoned by the Arabians to be one of the four paradiſes 
of this werid, for the beauty of its fields and gardens, 
and fine palaces, and for its fertility in fruit. 
At laſt prince Ahmed joined himſelf to the firſt cara- 
van that returned to the Indies, and notwithſtanding the 
inevitable fatigues in ſo long a journey, arrived in per- 


fecit health at the inn where the princes Houſlain and 


Ali waited for him. 

Prince Ali, who came there ſome time before prince 
Ahmed, aſked prince Houſſain, who got thither the firſt, 
how long he had been there? who told him, Three 
months; to which he rephed, then certainly you have 
not been very far. I will tell you nothing now, ſaid 


prince Houſſain, but only aſſure you, 1 was above three 


months travelling to the place I went to: But then, re- 


pied prince Ali, You made a ſhort abode there. In- 


deed, brother, ſaid prince HouſTain, you are miſtaken, 
I fefided at one place above four or five months, and 
might have ſtaid longer. Unleſs you flew back, replied 
prince Ali again, I cannot comprehend how you can 


Have been thiee months here, as you: would make me 


believe. 


I tell you the truth, added prirce Houſſain, and it 
is a riddle which L ſhall not explain to you till our 


brother A:med come; when I will let you know what 
rarities J have brought home from my travels, For 


your part, I know not what you have got, but believe 
it to be ſome trifle, becauſe 1 dg not perceive that 


your baggaye is incr.a;ed : And pray, what have you 
brou ht, rephed prince A i, tor | can fee nothing but 


an ordinary piece << tapeſtry, with which you cover 


your ſofa; and therefore I think 1 may return your 
railing; aud as you ſeem to make what you have 
brought a ſecret, you cannot take it amuſe that I do 


the lame. 
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T Took upon the rarity I have p:rchaſed, cool 
prince Houſſain, to excel all others whatever, and ſhould 
not make any difficulty to thew it you, and make you 
own it to be ſo, and at the tame time tell you, how I 
came by 1t, without being in the leaſt apprehenſive, 
that that which you have got is to be preferred to it: 
But it is proper that we ſhould ſtay till our brother Ah- 


med arrives, that we may all communicate our good 


fortunes to each other. 

Prince Ali would not enter into a diſpute with prince 
Houſſain, on the preference he gave his rarity, but was 
ſatisfied and perſuaded, that if Þ1s perſpective glaſs was 
not preferable, it was impoſſible it ſhould be inferior to 
it; and therefore agreed to ſtay till prince Ahmed ar- 
nved, to produce their purchaſe, 

When prince Ahmed came to his brothers, and they 
had embraced with tenderneſs, and compliment: d each 
other on the happineſs of meeting together at the ſame 
place they ſet out from, prince Houſſain, as the elder 


brother, aſſumed the diſcourſe, and faid to them, Bro- 


thers, we ſhall have time enough hereafter to entertain 
ourſelves with the particulars of our travels; but now 
let us come to that which is of the greateit importance 


for us to know; and as I do not diſpute but that you. 


remember, as well as me, the principal motive which 
engaged us to travel; therefore let us not conceal from 
each other our curioſities, but ſhew them, that we may 
pucſs and judge, as near as poſſible, to which the ſultan 
our father may give the preference. 
To tet you an example, continued prince Houſſain, 
Pl tell you, that the rarity which I have brought from 


my travels to the kingdom of Biſnagar, is the tapeſtry | 


on which I fit, which looks but ordinary, and makes 

no ſhew, but when 1 have declared its virtues to you, 
you will be ftruck with admiration, and will confeſs 
you never heard of any thing like it. In ſhort, whoever 
fits on 1t, as we do, and defires to be tranſported to any 
place, be it ever ſo far off, is im mediately carried chither. 
made the experiment myſelt, before I paid down the 


forty puries, which I gave for it; and when I had fully 


ſati:hed my curioſity at the court of Bil nagar, and had a 


mid to return, I made uſe of no other carriage than 
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tremely ſurpriſe 


228 AraBian NIGHTS. 
this wonderful tapeſtry for myſelf and ſervant, who can 


tell how long we were coming hither, I'II ew you 
both the experiment when you think fit; and now ex- 
pect that you ſhould let me know what you have brought, 
that is to be compared with this tapeſtry. 

Here prince Houſſain made an end, commending the 
excellency of his tapeſtry ; and prince Ali, addrefling 
himſelf to him, ſaid, I muſt own, brother, that your tape- 
ſtry :5 one of the moſt ſurpriſing things imaginable, 
if it has, as I do not doubt in the leaſt, that property 


you ſpeak of: but you muſt allow, that there may be- 


other things, I will not jay more, but at leaſt as won- 


derful, of another kind; and to ſhew. you that there 
are, here is an ivory perſpective glaſs, which appears 


no more a rarity than your tapeſtry, and yet me1its as 
much attention, and coft me as much; and you will be 
ſo juſt as to own that I am not bit, when you know by 


experience, that by looking at one end, you ſee what- 


ever object you wiſh to behold. 1 would not have you 


take my word, added prince Ali, preſenting the perſpec- 
tive plaſs to him, but to make crial of it yourſelt, 
Prince Houſſain took the glais from prince Ali, and 


clapp'd that end to his eye, Which prince Ali thew'd. 


him, with an intention to ſee the princeſs Nouronnihar, 
and to know how ſhe did; when prince Ali and prince 


Ahmed, who ke 70 their eyes fixed upon him, were ex- 
to ſee his countenance change in ſuch 
a manner, as expreſſed an extraordinary ſurpriſe and af- 


fliction; prince Houſſain would not give them time to 
_ aſk what was the matter? but cry'd out, Alas! princes, 


to what purpoſe have we undertaken ſo long and fati- 
guing journeys, but with the hopes of being recom- 


penſed by the pc ſſeſſion of the charming Nouronnihar, 
when in a few moments that lovely princeſs will breatne 


her laſt. I ſaw her in her bed, ſurrounded by her wo- 


men and eunuchs, who were all in tears, and ſeem to 


expect nothing leſs than her giving up the ghoſt: Take 


the glaſs, ſee yourſelves the miſerable ſtate ſhe is in, and 


mingle your tears with mine. 

Prince Ali took the glaſs out of prince Houſſain's 
hand, and after he had ſeen the ſame object with a ſen- 
fible prch, preſented 1t to o prince Ahmed who took it, 10 

bcho 


and ſaid, Princes, me princess Nouronnihar, equally the 
object of our vows, 15 indeed juſt at death's door; but 

provided we nahe haſte and Joie no time, we may pre- 

ſerve her life. hen he took the artificial apple out of 

his boſom, and ſnewing it to the princes his brothers, 

ſaid to them, This apple which you jee here, coſt me 

as much, an. more than either the tapeſtry or perſpec- 

tive glaſs, and the opportunity it preſents itſelf, to ſhewy 

you its wonderful virtue, makes me not regret the price 

: I gave for it: But not to keep you longer in ſuſpenſe, 
7 it has the virtue, if a fick pcrion ſmells to it, though in. 

1 the laſt aponics, to reſtore him to perfect health imme- 
diately: 1 have made the experiment, and can ſhew its: 

wonderful eitc& on the perſon of the princeſs Nouron- 

nikar, if you will make all the haſte imaginable to aſſiſt 

her. 3 1 

If that is all, replied prince Houſſain, we cannot: 

make more, than by tranſporting ourſelves inſtantly into 

her chamber, by the means of my tapeſtry, Come, loſe 

no time, but fit down by me; it 1s large enough to- 

hold us all three: But firſt let us give orders to our 
ſervants to ſet out immediately, and come to us to the 
palace. 5 Os | . 

As oon as the order was given, prince Ali and prince 
Ahmed went and ſat down by prince Houſſain, and as 

their intereſt was the ſame, they all three fram'd the 

ſame with, and were tran{ported into the princeſs Nou- 
ronnihar's chamber. | 
The preience of the three princes, who were ſo little 
exp: ted, frighted the princeis's women and eunuchs,. 
who could not comprehend by, what enchantment three. 
men ſhould be among them; for they did not know 
them at firſt ; and the eunuchs were ready to fall upon. 
them, as people who had penetrated into the place where 

| Te they were not allowed to come; but they preſently. 

collected themſelves, and found their miſtake. 4 
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; behold the melancholy fight, which ſo much concern'd. by 
5 them. | | | 
7 When prince Ahmed had taken th e glaſs out of prince” 1 
b Ali's hands, and ſa that ep, wceis Nourvnnihar's end 1 
| was ſo near, he au dreſſeg mſec! to his two brothers, q 
4 
4 


8 


1 
1 
\ 
* 2 
4 
itÞ 
: 
4A 
T . 
FE = 
. 7 
1 
I * 
- +4 * 
1 7 
» = 
4 U * 
+ Ip 
on 
9 } 
& 
7 
1 
6 8 
39 
Nn 
91 
9 
— 
1 4 
9 7 
= 3 
1 4 1 
1 
_ buy 
14 
F of 
3-4 
+ © * 
9 
| ; 
+ * 
1 
ö | 
4 *, 
-- > 
. 1 
1 49 
« n 
914 
7 r 1 


— - * — ow tO” cot” > 
þ 4 * — n wat AV ab. 2 ” t, 
n » ware” - - i C2 & 
a>, 46> 1 * * 1 1 8 1 7 . 
— 2 - 3 1 „ - dg » * 4 
LE r A - — 
2 


2 7 
1 * — 


rr 
5 ** — 
1 _—_— TY. 
2 NN N —— — 


- 6 
* 2 
* * 
—_ Fx — 
= —— —— 


22 . 
9 PEERS p — 
— - nh os of ry 
mY — + & 7 2 53 
= : " — 


I, 


EI 3 8 I 1 „ 8 on IE In : 7 3 * 
. 1 * 8 2 ——— Bay's 4 EE ta 2 ogy — * — — mw vw» 

rr rn : - 

-” x 5 - . „ <1 . 8 5 . > 

— 2 K 


r 


— — 
— 


* = Ces, — Go —_— <F — — emEe+ 
— qo gs ge — 
. — — 
8 1 2 n 
. e EINE ME 43 6 bs 
* 2 —— 2 * « . . 
8 K — 
Crs - * as. AW. ey « : 
Y 4 % 1 Av - 
* — — 1 3 
— pad N - | - <__ _ _ bi — 
== 9 3 
” 2 5 — 
* — — — — = Ma. A — 
s — A - > ks - 1 2 
= \ poidagey == — = þ "7 — 
— — dl nm 2 


— Co 


os — — — — 
— 
2 


Prince 


230 ARABIAN NIGHTS 
Prince Ahmed no ſooner perceiv'd himſelf in Nou- 
ronnihar's chamber, and perceiving that dying princeſs, 


but he roſe off the tapeſtry, as did alſo the other two 
princes, and went to the b<d-fide, and put the apple 
under her noſe: ſome moments after, the princeſs opened 


her eyes, and turned her head from one ſide to another, 


looking at the perſons who ſtood about her; and then 


roſe up an end in the bed, and aſked to be drefs d, juſt 
as if the had waked out of a ſound ſleep. Her women 
having preſently informed her in a manner that ſhewed 


their joy, that ſhe was obliged to the three princes for 


the ſudden recovery of her health, and particularly to 
prince Ahmed ; ſhe immediately expreſs'd a joy to ſee 


| them, and thanked them all together, and atterwards 


prince Ahmed in particular. 'Lhe princes told her how 


great a pleaſure it was to them, to come ſoon enough 
to contribute any thing towards relieving her out ef 


the imminent danger ſhe was in; and that they had made 
the moſt ardent wiſhes for her health; and afterwards, 
as ſhe had called to be got up, they retired. 

While the princetis was dreſiing, the princes went to 
throw themſelves at the ſultan their father's feet, and 
pay their reſpects to him: but when they came before 
him, they found he had been informed of their arrival 
by the chief of the princeſs's eunuchs, and by what 
means the princeſs had been perfectly cured, The ful- 
tan received and embraced them with the greateſt joy, 
both for their return, and the recovery of the princeſs 


his niece, whom he loved as weil as if ſhe had been his 
_ own daughter, and who had been given over by the phy- 


ſicians. After the uſual ceremonies and compliments, 
the princes preſented each his rarity : Prince Houſſan 


his tapeitry, which he had taken care not to leave 
behind him in the princels's chamber; prince Ali his 
ivory peripethye glaſs, and prince Ahmed the artifcial 


apple; and after each had commended their preſ 
when they put it into the ſultan's hands, they beg 


of him to pronounce their fate, and declare to Which 


of them he would give the princeſs Nouronnihar, for a 
wife, according to his Promiſe. 
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The ſultan of the Indies having heard without inter- 
8 


rupting them, all that the princes could repreſent farther 
about their rarities, and being well informed of what 
had happened in relation to the princeſs Nouronnihar's 
cure, remained ſome tune ſilent, as it he was thinkin 

on what anſwer he ſhould make, Art laſt he broke 
filence, and faid to them, I would declare for one of 


you, children, With a great deal of pleaſure, if I could 


do it with juſtice ; but conſider whether I can do it or 
no. Uis true, prince Ahmed, the princeſs my niece 
is oblig'd to your artificial apple fer her cure; but ! 
muſt aſk you, whether or no you could have been ſo 
ſerviceable to her, if you had not known by prince Ali's 
perſpective glaſs the danger ſhe was in, and prince 
Houſſain's tapeſtry had not brought you ſo ſoon. Your 
perſpective glats, prince Ali, informed you and your 
brothers that you were hke to loſe the princeſs your 
couſin, and tacre you muſt own a great obligation, 
Fou muſt alte grant, that that knowledge would have 
been of no ſervice, without the artificial apple, and the 
tapeſiry. And laſtly, prince Houllain, the princeſs would 
be very ungrateful, if the thoula not ſhew her acknow- 
kdement of the ſervice of your tapeſtry, which was ſo. 
neceſſary a means towards her cure, 
would have been of little u, if you had not been 
acquainted with che prince:s's illneſs by prince Ali's 
glais, and prince Ahmed had not applied his artificial 
appl. Iherelore, as net! cr tapeſtry, ivory perſpec- 


tie gals, nr artiticial app.e, have the leaſt preference 


one before the other, but on the contrary, there's a 
perfect ual iy, I cannot rant the princets to any one 
of you; and the only frei you have reaped from your 
travels, is the glory of having equally. contributed to, 
reſtore her to health. | e 


If all this be true, added the ſul.an, you ſce that L 


„ Duit have reccurie to other means to determine cer- 

tainly in the choice I ought to wake among you; and 
that as there is time enough bet,ycen this and night, III 
do it to-day. Go and get each of you a bow and ar- 


row, and repair to the great plain where they exer- 


eiſe horſes, I'll ſoon come to you; and declare, I will 


give 


But conſider, it 
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give the princeſs Nouronnihar to him that ſhoots the 
fartheſt. | 
But however, I do not forget to: thank you all-in ge- 
neral, and each in particular, for the preſent you brought 
me. I have a great many rarities in my cloſet already, 
but nothing that comes up to the ſingularity of the ta- 
peſtry, the ivory perſpective glaſs, and artificial apple, 
which ſhall have the firſt places among them, and ſhall 
be preſerved carefully, not only for pure curioſity, but 
to make an advantageous uſe of them upon all occaſions. 
The three princes had nothing to ſay againſt the deci- 
ſion of the ſultan. When they were out of his preſence, 
they each provided themſelves with a bow and arrow, 
which they delivered to one of their officers, and went 
to the plain appointed, followed by a great concourſe of 
eople. 8 | 
5 The ſultan did not make them wait long for him; and 
as ſoon as he arrived, prince Houſſain, as the eldeſt, 
took his bow and arrow, and ſhot firſt ; prince Ali ſhot 
next, and much bevond him ; and priace Ahmed laſt 
of all; but it ſo happen'd, that no body could ſee where 
his arrow fell ; and notwithſtanding all the diligence 
that was uſed by himſelf and every body elſe, it was not 
to be found far or near. And though 1t was believed 
that he ſhot the fartheſt, and that he therefore deſerved 
the princeſs Nouronnihar, it was however neceſſary that 
his arrow ſhould be found, to make the matter more 
evident and certain; and notwithitanding his remon- 
ſtrance, the ſultan judged in favour of Prince Ah, and 
gave orders for preparations to be made for the ſolem- 


nizing of the nuptials, which were celebrated a few days 


after with great magnificence. | | 

Prince Houſſain would not honour the feaſt with his 
preſence, his paſſion for the princeſs Nouronnihar was 
ſo ſincere and lively, that he could ſcarce ſupport with 
patience the mortification of ſeeing the princeſs in the 


arms of prince Ali; ho he ſaid, did not deſerve her 
better, or loved her truer than himſelf. In ſhort, his 
grief was ſo violent and in ſupportable, that he left the 
court, and renounced all right of ſucceſſion to the crown,. 


to turn derviſe, and put himſelf under the diſcipline of a 


famoas. 


JJ Ä 


2 22 2 ty „ 


0 


ENTERTAINMENTS 233 


famous ſcheikh, who had gained a reputation for 


his exemplary life, and had taken up his abode, and 


that of his diſciples, whoſe number was great, in an 
agreeable ſolitude. 

Prince Ahmed, urged by the ſame motive, did not 
aſſiſt at prince Ali and the princeſs Nouronnihar's nu 


tials, any more than his brother Houſſain, but did not 


renounce the world as he had done. But as he ceuld 
not imagine what could become of his arrow, he ſtole 


away from his attendants, and reſolved to ſearch after 


it, that he might not have any thing to reproach him- 


elf with. With this intent he went to the place where 


the princes Houſſain and Ali's were gathered up, and 
going ſtraight forwards from thence, looking carefull 

on both ſides of him, he went ſo far, that at laſt he be- 
gan to think his labour was all in vain; but yet could 
not help i forwards, till he as to ſome Reep 
craggy rocks, which were bounds to his journey, and 
were fituated in a barren country, about four leagues 

diſtant from whence he ſet out, 

When prince Ahmed came pretty nigh to theſe rocks, 
he perceiv'd an arrow, which he gathered up, look'd 
earneſtly at, and was in the greateſt aſtoniſhment to find 
it was the ſame he ſhot away. Certainly, ſaid he to 


himſelf, neither I, nor any man living, could throw an 


arrow ſo far, and finding it laid flat, not ſt cking into 
the ground, he judged that it rebounded agaiuſt the rock. 
There mult be ſome myſtery in this, ſaid he to himſelf 


again, and it may be advantageous to me: Perhaps for- 


tune, to make me amends for depriving me of what I 


thought the greateſt happineſs, may have reſerved a 


greater bleſſing for my comfort. 
As theſe rocks were very much indented, and ſome 


of thoſe inden tions were deep, the princes full of theſe _ 
thoughts, entered into one, and looking abut, caſt his 


eyes on an iron door, which ſeemed to have no lock, 
but at the ſame time feared it was faſtened ; however, 
thruſting apainſt it, it opencd, and diſcovered an eaf 


deſcent, but no ſteps, which he wall ed down with his | 


arrow io his hand. At firit he thought he was going 
into a dark obſcure place, but preſently a quite different 
light ſuccecded that which ke came out of, and enter- 
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ing into a large ſpacious place, at about fifty or ſixty 
paces diſtant, perceived a magnificent palace, the firuc- 
ture admirable, which he had not then time enough to 
look at. At the fame time, a lady of majeitic "port 
and air, and of a beauty, the rich neſs of her cloaths and 
Jewels were no advantage to, advanced as far as the 


porch, attended by a large troop of ladies, fo finely dre[.'d_ 


and beautiful], that it was difficult to diſtinguiſh which 
was the miſtreſs. 

As ſoon as prince Ahmed perceived the Iady, he made 
all imaginable haſte to go and pay his reſpects ; and the 
lady on her part, ſeeing him coming, prevented h'm 
from addreſſing his diſcourſe to ber firit, but ſaid to him, 
Come nearer, prince Ahmed, you are welcome. 

It was no ſmall ſurpriſe to the prince to hear himſelf 
named in a place he nad never heard of, tho? ſo nign 
to his father's capital, and he could not comprehend 
how he ſhould be known to a lady who was a ftranger 
to him, Art laſt he returned the lady's compliment, by 
throwing himſelf at her feet, and rifing up again, #a:d 
to her, Mad: m, I return you a thouſa nd thanks for the 
aſſurance you give me of a welcome to a place, where 

I believed, my imprudent curioſity had made me pene- 
trate too far. 
of ill- manners, dare to afk you by what adventure you 
| know me? and that 
bourhood with me, ſhould be ſo great a ſtranger to ine ? 


Prince, ſaid the lady, let us go into the hall, there 1 


will gratify you in your requeſt, 

After theſe words, the lady led prince Ahmed into 
the hall, the noble ſtructure of which, and the gold 
and azure which embelliſhed the dome, and the ineſtt- 
mable richneſs of the furniture, appeared ſo great a 


novelty to him, that he could not enough expreſs his 


admiration, by crying out, that he had never, in his 
life, beheld any thing like it, and believed that never 

'any thing was to be compared to it. I can aſſure you, 
Teplied the lady, that this is the leaſt piece of curio- 
"fity in my palace, and you will ſay ſo, when you 
have ſeen all the apartments. Then ſhe fat down 


on a ſofa; and when the prince by her intreaty = 
i one 


But, madam, may I, without being guilty 


you who live in the ſame neigh- 


.... ˙¹““y1⁵Ü RE I 


ENTERTAINMENT S. 225 


done the ſame, ſhe ſaid, You are ſurpriſed, you fay, 
that.l ſhould know you, and not be known by you ; 
but you will be no longer ſurpriſed, when I inform you 
who I am. You are undoubted]y ſenſible, that your 
religion teaches you to believe, that the world is in— 
habited by genies as well as men: I am the daughter 
of one of the moſt powerful and diſtinguiſhed genies, 
and my name is Paribanon ; therefore you ought not 
to be amazed that I know you, the ſultan your father, 
the princes your brothers, and the princeſs Nouron- 
nihar. I am no ſtranger to your lives and travels, 
of which I can give you all the circumitances, ſi ce it 
was I myſelf who expoſed to ſale the artificial apple, 
which you bought at Samarcande ; the tapeſtry which 
prince Houſſain met with at Biinagar, and the ivory 
* perſpective glaſs which prince Ali brought tro:a Schiraz. 
I 'nis is ſuſhcient to let you know, that I am not un- 
acquainted with what relates to you. The only thing. 
that I have to add, is, that you ſeemed to me worthy of 
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| 1 
a more happy fate, than that of poſſeſſing the princeſs _ HK 
Nouronnihar; and that you might attain to it, I was 19 N iſ 
preſent when you drew your arrow, ard fore'aw it ne 
would not go beyond prince Houſſain's: I took it in Va 
the air, and gave it the neceſſary motion to ſtrike againſt | 408 
the rocks, near which you found it, and tell you, that el | 
it lies in your power to make uſe of the favourable op- 1 i 
portunity which preſents itſelf to make you happy. _ 1 
4s the fairy Paribanon pronounced theſe laſt words 4 
with a different tone, and looked, at the ſame time, 1 | 
> |: tenderly upon prince Ahmed, with a modeſt bluſh on my 
| her checks, it was no hard matter for the prince to 1 WW |! 
- | comprehend what happineſs ſhe meant, He preſently ' 21.9008 
a | confidered that the piinceſs Nou:oonnthar could never 141408 
s | de his, and that the fairy Paribanon excelled her in- (4/1100 
s | Hhnitely in beauty, agreeablenelſs, wit, and, as much as 1 
r he could conjecture by the magnificence of the palace, 
„ in immenſe riches. He bleſted the moment that he 


- fthoug!l t of ſeeking after his arrow a ſecond time, and 

u yielaing to his inclination, which drew him towards. 

n the lovely object, which had fired his heart; Madam, 
keplied he, ſhould I, all my life, have the happineſs 
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of being your flave, and the admirer of the many 


charms which raviſh my ſoul, I ſhould think myſelf the 


moſt bleſt of men. Pardon in me the boldneis which 
inſpires me to aſk this favour, and don't refuſe to ad- 
mit me into your court, a prince who 3s intirely de- 
voted to you. . 

Prince, anſwered the fairy, as J have been a long 
time my own miſtre;s, and have no dependance on my 
Parents conſent, it is not as a ſlave that I would admit 
you into my court, but az a maſter of my perſon, and 
all that belongs to me, by pledging your faith to me, 
and taking me to be your wife. I hope you will not 
take my making this propoſal amiſs, I am mutireſs of 
my will, and muſt add, that the ſame cuſtoms are not 
obſerved among fairies, as among other ladies, in whom 
it would not have been decent to have made ſuch ad- 
vances : But it is what we do, and you cught to be the 
more obliged to us for it. | 


Prince Ahmed made no anſwer to this diſcourſe, but 


was penetrated with ſo much acknowledgment, that he 
could not better expreſs it, than by going to kiſs the 
hem of her garment ; which ſhe would not permit him 
to do, but preſented her hand, which he kiſſed a thou- 
ſand times, and kept faſt locked up in his. Well, prince 
Ahmed, ſaid ſhe, will you not pledge your faith to 
me, as well as I give mine to you? Yes, madam, re- 
_ plied the prince, in an ecſtaſy of joy, what can I do 
1 and with greater pleaſure? Yes, my ſultaneſs, 
my queen, I'll give you my heart without the leaſt re- 
ſerve. Then, anſwered the fairy, you are my huſband, 
and [ am your wife, Our marriages are co:tracted 
with no other ceremonies, and yet are more firm and 
ſtrict than thoſe made by men with all their formalities. 
But as I ſuppoſe, purſued ſhe, that you have eat no- 
thing to-day, a flight repaſt ſhall be ſerved up for you, 
while preparations are making for our nuptial feaſt at 
night, and then I will ſhew you the apartments ot 
my palace, and you ſhall judge, if this hall is not the 
meaneſt part of it. ES. apes 
Scme of the fairy's women, who came into the hall 
with them, and gueſſed her intentions, went immedi— 
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ately out, and returned preſently with ſome excellent 
meats and wines. 

When prince Ahmed had eat and drank as much as 
he cared for, the fairy Paribanon carried him through 
all the apartments, where he ſaw diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, and all forts of fine jewels, intermixed with 
pearls, agate, jaſper, p>rphyry, and all ſorts of the moſt 
precious marbles : But not to mention the richneſs of 
the furniture, which was ineſtimable, there was ſuch 

profuſeneſs throughout, that rhe prince, inſtead of ever 

having ſeen any thing like it, own'd that he could not 

have imagined, that there was any th ng in the world 
that could come up to it. Prince, ſaid the fairy, if 
you admire my palace ſo much, which indeed is very 
beautiful, what would you fay to the palaces of the 
chief of our genies, which are much more beautiful, 
ſpacious, and magnificent? I could alſo charm you with 
my gardens ; but we will let that alone, till another 
time. Night draws near, and it will be time to go to 
ſupper. . 
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\ The next hall which the fairy led the prince into, and 1 
\ | where the cloth was laid for the feaſt, was the laſt only 1 


apartment the prince had not ſeen, and not in the leait 
e inferior to the others. At his entrance into it, he ad- 
o | mired the infinite number of ſconces of wax candles per- 
„ | funed with amber, the multitude of which, inſtead of be- 
o ing confuſed, were placed with ſo juſt a ſymmetry, as 
;, | formed an agreeable and pleaſant ſight. A large beaufet 
>. | was ſet out with all ſorts of gold plate, fo finely wrought, 
1, | that the workmanſhip was much more valuable chan 
4 the weight of the gold. Several choruſes of beautiful 
ad women richly dreſs'd, and whoſe voices were raviſhing, 
-;, began a concert, accompanied with all forts of the moſt 
8. harmonious inſtruments; and when they were ſet down 
zu, at table, the fairy Paribanon took care to help prince 
at Ahmed with the moſt delicate meats, which the named 
of as (he invited him to eat of them, and which the prince 
the found to be ſo exquiſitely nice, that he commended 
them with exaggeration, and ſaid, that the entertain- 
\all ment far ſurpaſſed thoſe of men. He found alſo the 
dj. þ fe excellence in the wines, which neither he ner the 
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fairy taſted of, till the deſert was ſerved up, which con- 
ſiſted of the choiceſt ſweetmeats and fruits. 

After the deſert, the fairy Paribanon and prince 
Ahmed roſe from the table, which was immediately 
carried away, and fat on a ſofa, at their eaſe, with 
cuſhions of fine ſilk curiouſly embroidered in all ſorts 
of flowers, laid at their backs. Prefently after a great 
number of genies and fairies danced before them to the 
door of the chamber, where the nuptial bed was made ; 
and when they came there, they divided themſelves 
into two rows, to let them paſs, and after that retired, 
leaving them to go to bed, 3 

The nuptial feaſt was continued the next day; or 
rather, the days following the celebration were a con- 
tiuual feaſt, which the fairy Paribanon, to whom no. 
thing was difficult, knew how to diverſify, by new ra- 
gouſts and choice meats, and new concerts, dancings, 
plays, and other diverſions; which were all fo extraor- 
dinary, that prince Ahmed, if he had lived a thouſand 
years among them, could not have imagined, —_ 

The fairy's intention was not only to give the prince 
eſſential proofs of the ſincerity of her love, and violence 
of her paſſion, but to let him fee, that as he had no pre- 
tenſions at his fathei's court, or any where elte, he , 
could meet with nothing comparable to the happine.s 1. 

he enjoyed with her, and to attach him entirely to ber- p 
ſelf, that he might never leave her. In this ſcheme fhe | © 


ſucceeded fo well, that prince Ahmed's paſſion was not Of 
in the leaſt diminiſhed by pofiefiion ; but increaſed io | P 
much, that if he would, it was uot in his power to for- at 
bear loving her. ve 1 

At the end of ſix months, prince Ahmed, who always Le 


Joved and honoured the julian his father, conceived a 
reat deſire to know how he did; and that deſire could 
not be ſatisfied, without his abſenting and goi ng him- 
ſelf; he told the fa ry of it, and deſired ſhe would give 
him leave, | „„ 

This diſcourſe alarmed the fairy, and made her fear 
it was only an excuſe to leave her; and thereupon ſaid 
to him, What di{putt can J have given you to oblige 

you to aſk me this leave? Is it poſſible you ſhould have 
forgot, that you have pledged your faith to me; 0 
. 11 tat 
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that you no longer love one, who 1s ſo paſſionately 
fond of you? Are not the proofs I have given you of 
it ſufficient arguments ? | | 


My queen, replied the prince, I am very well con- 


vinced of your paſſion, and ſhould be very unworthy of 


it, if I did not teſtify my acknowledgment by a rec pro- 
cal love, If you are oftended at the leave] aſked, I beg 


of you to forgive me, and I will make all the repara- 


tion I am capable of: I did not do it with an intention 


of diſpleaſing you, but out of a pure motive of reſpect 
towards my tather, whom I wiſh to free from the af- 


fiction my ſo long abſence mu{t have occaſioned him; 
which muſt be the greater, as, I preſume, he believes 
that J am dead: But fince you do not content that I 


ſhould affo.d him that comfort, P11 do what you will, 


and nothing to d1ipleale you. | | 

Prince Ahmed, who did not diſſemble, and loved her 
in his heart as much as he had aſſured her by word of 
mouth, no longer inſiſted on the leave he had aſked; 
and the fairy expreſſed a great ſatisfaction thereat: But 
as he could not abſolutely abandon the deſign he had 
formed to himleit, he often took an opportunity to ſpeak 
to her of the great qualifications of the ſultan his facher; 
and above all, of his tenderneſs towards him. 

All this he ſaid with a deſign to move her compaſſion ; 
for, as he judged, the ſultan of the Indies, in the midſt 


of all the rejoicings on account of prince Ali's and 


princeſs Nouronnihar's nuptials, was ſenſibly afflicted 


at the abſence of the other two princes his ſons, though 
it was not long before he was informed of the reſolution 


prince Houſſain had taken to forſake the world, and the 
place of retreat he had made choice of 
But as a good father's happineſs conſiſts in ſeeing his 
children about him, eſpecially when they are deſervin 
cf his tenderneſs, he would have been better pleaſed he 
had ſtayed at his court; but as he could not fo much 
diſapprove of his choice, he ſupported his abſence more 
patiently ; though he made the moſt diligent ſearch 


after prince Ahmed, and diſpatched couriers to all the 


provinces of his dominions, with orders to the governors 
io ſtop him, and oblige him to return to court: But all 


toublc, 
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the care he took had not the deſired jucceſs, and his 
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trouble, inſtead of diminiſhing, increaſed, He would 
often talk with his grand viſier about it; and ſay to him, 
Viſier, thou knoweſt I always loved Ahmed the beſt of 


all my ſons; and thou art not inſenſible of the means 


J have uſed to oblige him to return, without ſucceſs. 
My grief is ſo lively, I ſhall ſink under it, if thou haſt 
not compaſſion on me; therefore if thou haſt any regard 
for the preſervation of my life, ] conjure thee to aſſiſt 
and adviſe me. | 3 | 

The grand viſier, no leſs attached to the perſon of the 
ſultan than zealous to acquit himſelf well of the admi- 
niſtration of the affairs of ſtate, conſidering on the means 
to yore his ſovereign ſome eale and relief, bethought of 
a ſorcereſs of whom he had heard wonders, propoſed to 
lend for her to conſult her. The ſultan conſented, and 


the grand viſier, after he had ſent for her, brought her 


to him himſelf. | 
The ſultan ſaid to the magician, the affliction I have 


been in fince the marriage of my ſon prince Ali to the 
princeſs Nouronnihar, my niece, on the account of the 


abſence of prince Ahmed, is ſo well known, and ſo 


public, that undoubtedly thou canſt be no ſtranger to it. 


Therefore by thy art and ſkill canſt thou tell me what 
is become of him ? If he is alive, and where he is? What 
he is doing; and if I may hope ever to ſee him again? 
To this the ſorcereſs made anſwer, It is impoſſible, fr, 
for me, though never ſo ſkilful, to anſwer the queſtions 
your majeſty aſks me, immediately; but if you give 
me till to-morrow, I will. The ſultan granted her the 
time, and ſent her away with a promiſe to recompenſe 
her well, if her anſwer proved according to his deſire. 
The magician returned the next day, and the grand 
viſier pr:iented her a ſccond time to the ſultan. Sir, 
faid ſhe, notwithſtanding all the diligence I have uſed 
by applying myſelf to the rules of my art, to obey 
your majeſty in what you deſire to know, I have not 


been able to diſcover any thing more, than that the 


prince Ahmed is alive, but cannot find out where he 
is. go 

The ſultan of the Indies was forced to be ſatisfied with 
this aniwer; which made him flill as uneaiy about the 
Plince's fate. . . 
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But to return to prince Ahmed: He ſo often enter- 
. tained the fairy Paribanon with the ſultan his father, 


without ſpeaking any more of his deſire to ſee him, that 
ſhe comprehended at the ſame time what he meant; 
and perceiving this reſtraint he put upon himſelf, and 
fearing that her refuſal might diſpleaſe, ſhe firſt inferred 
to herſelf, that his love for her was, by the many proofs 
ſhe had at all times, ſincere ; and then conſidering the 
injuſtice ſhe was guilty of, by oppoſing a ſon's tender- 
neſs for his father, and endeavouring to make him re- 


nounce that natural inclination, ſhe refolved to grant 


him the leave which ſhe ſaw he always ſo ardently de- 
fired ; and one day ſaid to him, Prince, the leave you 


have aſked me, to go and ſee the ſultan your father, 
gave me a juſt fear that it was only a pretext to ſhew 


your inconflancy, and to leave me ; and that was the 
motive which made me refuſe you, But now I am ſo 
fully convinced by your actions, and words, that I can 
depend on your conſtancy and your ſteady love, I change 


my reſolution, and grant you that leave, upon condition 


that you will (wear to me firſt, that your abſence ſhall 


not be long, and you will return ſoon. You ought 


not to be concerned at this condition, ſince I don't aſk 


it out of a diſtruſt, but to ſhew you the ſincerity of my 


=. 


Prince Ahmed would have thrown himſelf at the fairy s 


feet, to ſnew his acknowledgment ; but ſhe prevented 
him. My ſultaneſs, ſaid he, I am ſenſible of the great 


favour you grant me; but want words to return the 


thanks it deſerves, and I conceive : Supply this defect, 
I conjure you, and whatever you can ſuggeſt to your- 


ſelf, be perſuaded I think much more. You may be- 


lieve, that the oath you require is a pleaſure to me, and 
I take it moſt willingly, ſince it is not poſſible for me to 
live without you. I go, but the haſte I'Il make to re- 


turn ſhall ſhew you, that it is not for fear of being for- 


ſworn, but that I follow my inclination, which is to 


live with you for ever; and if I am abſent ſome time, 
with your conſent, I ſhall always avoid the trouble a too 
long abfence will create me. | | 

Paribanon was the more charmed with theſe ſenti- 


ments of prince Ahmed, becauſe they removed the 
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ſuſpicions ſhe had entertained of him, fearing that his 


_ earneſt defire to go to ſee the ſultan his father was only 


a pretext to break his faith with her. Prince, ſaid ſhe, 
go when you pleaſe, But firſt, don't take it amiſs, 


that I give you ſome advice, how you ſhall behave your- 


{elf where you are going. Firit, I don't think it proper 
for you to tell the ſultan your father of our marriage, 
nor of my quality, nor the place where you have been. 
Beg of him to be fatisfied in knowing you are happy, 
and defire no more; and let him know, that the 10ic 
end of your viſit is to make him eaſy, and inform him 
of your fate. 

She appointed twenty gentlemen, well mounted and 
equipt, to attend him. When all was ready, prince 
Ahmed took his leave of the fairy, embraced her, and 
renewed his promiſe to return ſoon. Then his horſe, 
which was moſt finely capariſoned, and was as beautiful 
a creature as any in the ſultan of the Indies tables, was 
led to him, and he mqunted him with an extraordinary 
grace and pleaſure to the fairy; and after he had bid her 
à laſt adieu, ſet forward on his journey. 

As it was not a great way to his father's capital, prince 
Ahmed ſoon arrived there. The people, glad to ſee 


him again, received him with acclamations of joy, and 


followed him in crowds to the ſultan's apartment. The 


ſultan received and embraced him with great joy; com- 


plaining at the ſame time, with a fatherly tenderneſs, 
of the affliction his long abſence had been to him; 


which he ſaid was the more grievous, for that fortune 


having decided in favour of prince Ali his brother, he 
Was aal he might have committed ſome raſh action. 


Sir, replied prince Ahmed, I leave it to your majeſty 


to conſider, if after having loft the princeſs Nouronni- 
har, who was the only object of my deſires, I could 


reſolve to be a witneſs of prince Ali's happineſs. If I 


had been capable of ſo mean a ſpirit, what would the 
court and town have thought of my love, or what your 
majeſty ? Love is a,pafſion we cannot throw off when 
we will; it rules and governs us, and will not permit 
a true lover to have the right uſe of his reaſon, Your 
-maelly knows, that when 1 ot my arrow, the moit 

extraor- 
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extraordinary thing that ever befel any body happened 
to me, that in ſo large and open a plain, as that we ſhot 
in, my arrow was not to be found: Upon which I loſt 


the prize, tho? there was as much juſtice due to my love, 


as that of the princes my brothers. Tho? thus van- 
quiſh'd by the caprice of fate, I loſt no time in vain 


complaints; but to ſatisfy my perplexed mind, in an ad- 
venture which I could not comprehend, I gave my at- 
tendants the flip, and returned back again alone to look 


for my arrow. I. ſought all about the place where 
prince Houſſain's and prince Ali's were found, and 
where I imagined mine ſhould fall, but all my labour 
was in vain. However, I was not diſmayed, 4 


tinued my ſearch in a direct line, and looked carefull 
about where I could gueſs it might fall, and after 
manner had gone above a league, without being able ta 


meet with any thing like an arrow. | 
When I reflected, that it was not poſſible that mine 


ſhould fly ſo far, I ftopt, to examine with myſelf, whe- 


ther or not I was in my right ſenſes, to flatter: myſelf 
with having ſtrength enough to ſhoot an arrow ſo. much 


farther than any of the greateſt heroes in the world were 
able to do. After I had argued thus with myſelf, I was 
ready to abandon my enterprize ; but when I was put- 


ting my reſolution in execution, I found myſelf drawn 


forward almoſt againſt my will; and after having gone 


four leagues, to that part of the plain where it is bound- 
ed by the rocks, I perceived my arrow, ran and took 
it up, and knew it to be the fame which I ſhot. But 
knowing that it was not found at a proper time or place, 


1 was far from thinking your majeſty had done me any 


injuſtice, in declaring for my brother prince Ali; but 
interpreted what had happened to me quite otherwiſe, 


and never doubted but there was a myſtery in it to my 


advantage; the diſcovery of which I ought not to 
neglect, and which I found out, without going much 


farther, But as to what this myſtery is, I beg your 


majeſty will not take it ill that I am filent, and that 


you will be ſatisfied to know from my own mouth, that 

I am happy, and content with my fate, 
In the midſt of all my happineſs, the only thing that 

troubled me, or was capable of diſturbing me, was the 
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uneaſineſs I feared your majeſty was in, upon account 
of my leaving the court, and your not knowing what 
was become of me ; therefore I thought it my duty to 
ſatisfy you in this point. This was the only motive 
which brought me hither ; and the only favour I aſk 
of your majeſty, is to give me leave to come often and 
pay you my reſpects, and to know how you do. 
. Son, anſwered the ſultan of the Indies, I cannot re- 
fuſe you the leave you aſk me; but I ſhould much ra- 
ther you would reſolve to ſtay with me; at leaſt tell 
me, , where I may ſend to you, if you ſhould fail to 
come, or when I may think your preſence neceſſary. 
Sir, replied prince Ahmed, what your majeſty aſks of 
me, 1s part of the myſtery I ſpoke to your majeſty of. 
1 beg of you to give me leave to remain ſilent on this 
head; for I ſhall come ſo frequently, that I am afraid, 
that I ſhall ſooner be thought troubleſome, than be 
_ accuſed of negligence in my duty. we Lak 

The ſultan of the Indies preſſed prince Ahmed no 
more; but ſaid to him, Son, I penetrate no farther 
into your ſecrets, but leave you at your liberty ; but 
can tell you, that you could not do me a greater plea- 


ſure than to come, and by your preſence reſtore to me 


the joy I have not felt this long time ; and that you 
ſhall always be welcome when you come, without 
interrupting your buſineſs or pleaſure. _ 

Prince Ahmed ſtaid but three days at the ſultan his 
father's court, and the fourth returned to the fairy Pari- 
banon, who did not expect him ſo ſoon. His diligence 
made her condemn herſelf for ſuſpedting his want of 
fideiity. She never diſſembled in the leaſt, but frankly 
owned her weakneſs to the prince, and aſked his par- 
don. Thus the union of theſe two lovers became 


A month after prince Ahmed's return from paying a 


viſit to his father, as the fairy Paribanon had cblerved, 
that che prince, ſince the time that he gave her an 
account of his journey, his diſcourſe with his father, 

and the leave he aſked to go and ſee him often, had 
never talked of the ſultan, as if there had been no ſuch 
perſon in the world; whereas before he was always 
{peaking of him, ſhe thought he forbore on her . ; 
; a | there- 
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therefore ſhe took an opportunity to ſay to him one. 
day, Prince, tell me, have you forgot the ſultan your. 
father? Don't you remember the promiſe you made, to 
go and ſee him often? For my part, I have not forgot. 
what you told me at your return, and ſo put you in mind 
of it, that you may not be long before you acquit., 
yourſelf of your promiſe, the firſt time however. 
Madam, replied prince Ahmed, with the ſame mirth 
the fairy ſpoke to him, As | know I am not guilty of 
the forgetfulneſs you ſpeak of, I rather chuſe to be 
thus reproached, than expoſed to a refuſal, by ſhewing 
unſeaſonably a deſire for a thing, which you might not 
be pleaſed to grant me fo readily. Prince, ſaid the 
fairy, I would have you, in this affair, not have ſo 
much conſideration for me, ſince it is a month ſince 
you have ſeen the ſultan your father ; pay him another. 
vHit to morrow, and after that, go and ſee him once a 
© without ſpeaking to me, or waiting for my. 
er.. = 
Prince Ahmed went the next morning with the ſame 
attendants: as before, but much finer, and himſelf more. 
magnificently mounted, equipt and dreſſed, and was re- 
ceived by the ſultan with the ſame joy and fatisfation, 
For ſeveral-mouths he conſtantly paid his. viſits, and 
always in a richer. and finer equipage.. Tz 
At laſt ſome viſiers, the ſultan's favourites, who jud- 
ged of prince Ahmed's grandeur and power by the figure 
ie made, abuſed the liberty the ſultan gave them of 
ſpeaking to him, by making him jealous of his ſon, 
They repreſented to him, that it was but common pru- 
dence to know where the prince retired, and how he 
could afford to live at ſuch a rate, ſince he had no re- 
venue nor income aſſigned him, and that he only came 
to court to brave him, and to ſhew that he wanted no- 
thing of him to live like a prince; and it was to be fear- 
ed he might inveigle himſelf into the people's favour and 
Ihe ſultan of the Indies was fo far from thinking 
that prince Ahmed could be capable of ſo pernicious a. 
deſign, as his favourites would make him believe, ſaid 
do them; You are miſtaken, my ſon loves me, and 1 
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am certain of his tenderneſs and fidelity, as I have given 

him no reaſon to be diſguſted. . 
Upon theſe laſt words one of the favourites took an 
portunity to ſay, Your majeſty, in the opinion of peo- 
e of moſt ſenſe, could not have taken a better method 

than what you have done with the three princes, about 

their marriage with the princeſs Nouronnihar; but who 

knows whether prince Ahmed has ſubmitted to his fate 


with the ſame reſignation as prince Houſſain? May not 


he imagine, that he only deſerv'd her; and that your 
majeſty, by leaving that matter to be decided by chance, 
has done him injuſtice ? 5 | 
Lour majeſty may ſay, zdded the malicious favourite, 
that prince Ahmed has given no ſign of a diſſatisfaction; 
that our fears are vain ; that we are too eaſily alarm'd, 
and are in the wrong to entertain ſuſpicions of this na- 
ture, which may have no ground againſt a prince of 
| his blood. But, fir, purſued the favourite, it may be 


alfo theſe ſuſpicions are well grounded, Your majeſty 


is ſenſible, that in ſo nice and important an affair, you 


cannot be too much upon your guard. Conſider, it is 


the prince's buſineſs to diſſemble, amuſe, and deceive 


you ; and the danger is the greater, as the prince reſides 
not far from your capital: And if your majeſty give 
but the ſame attention that we do, you may obſerve, 
that every time he comes, he and his attendants are freſh, 


and their cloaths and houſings are clean and bright as if 


they were come from the maker's hands; and their 


horſes look as if they had only been walked out. 
Theſe are ſuch ſufficient ſigns that prince Ahmed does 
not come a preat way, that we ſhould think ourſelves 


wanting in our duty, if we did not make our humble e- 


monſtrances, that for your own preſervation, and the 
good of your people, you might take ſuch meaſures as 
you ſhall think fit. e js 

When the favourite had made an end of this long 
| ſpeech, the ſultan ſaid, Be it as it will, I don't believe my 
_ ſon Ahmed is ſo wicked as you would perfuade me he is ; 


however, I am oblig'd to you for your good advice, 


and don't diſpute but that it proceeds from your good 
Intentions; 1 Y 
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The ſultan of the Indies ſaid this, that his favourites 
might not know the impreſſions their diſcourſe had made 
on his mind; which had ſo alarm'd him, that he re- 
ſolved to have prince Ahmed watch'd, unknown to his 
grand viſier. For this end he ſent for the magician, 
who was introduced by a back door into his apartment. 
Thou toldeſt me the truth, ſaid he, when thou aſſuredſt 
me my i-n Ahmed was alive, for which Fam obliged to 
thee ; but now thou muſt do me another pleaſure, I 
have ſeen him ſince, and he comes to my court every 
month; but I cannotdearn from him where he reſides ;. 
and I would not force his ſecret out of him; but believe 
thee capable of ſatisfying my curioſity, without letting 
him, or any of my court, know any thing of the matter. 
Thou know'ft, that at this preſent he is here with me, 
and 1s uſed to go away without taking leave of me, or 
any of my court. Go immediately upon the road, and 
watch him ſo well, as to find out- where he retires, and 
bring-me worre. 5 12 
The magician left the ſultan, and knowing the place 
where prince Ahmed found his arrow, went immediately 

thither, and hid herſelf near the rocks, ſo that nobody 
could ſee her. 85 | is 
The next morning prince Ahmed ſet out by day- 
break, without taking leave either of the ſultan, or any 
of his court, according to cuſtom. The magician ſee- 
0 ing him coming, tollowed him with her eyes, till on a. 
” ſudden ſhe loſt ſighs of him and his attendante. 
2 As the rocks were very ſteep and craggy, they were 
an inſurmountable barrier, ſo that the magician judged 
that there were but two things for it; either that the 
prince retired into ſome cavern, or an abode. of genies 
or faries. Thereupon ſhe came out of the place where 
ſhe was hid, and went directly to the hollow way, 
which ſhe traced till ſhe came to the farther end, look- 
ing carefully about on all ſides, . But notwithſtanding 
all her diligence, could perceive no opening, not 10 
much as the iron gate which prince Ahmed diſcovered, 
which was to be ſeen and opened to none but men, and 


only to ſuch whoſe preſence was agreeable to the fairy 
Paribanon. 
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aw certain of his tenderneſs and fidelity, as I have given 
him no reaſon to be diſguſted. | | 

Upon' theſe laſt words one of the favourites took an 


zportunity to ſay, Your majeſty, in the opinion of peo- 
e of moſt ſenſe, could not have taken a better method 


than what you have done with the three princes, about 


their marriage with the princeſs Nouronnihar ; but who 


knows whether prince Ahmed has ſubmitted to his fate 
with the ſame reſignation as prince Houſſain ? May not 


he imagine, that he only deſerv'd her; and that your 


majeſty, by leaving that matter to be decided by chance, 
has done him injuſtice ? 7 1 8 
Vour majeſty may ſay, zdded the malicious favourite, 
that prince Ahmed has given no ſign of a diſſatisfaction; 
that our fears are vain ; that we are too eaſily alarm'd, 
and are in the wrong to entertain ſuſpicions of this na- 
ture, which may have no ground againſt a prince of 
his blood. But, fir, purſued the favourite, it may be 
alſo theſe ſuſpicions are well grounded. Your majeſty 
is ſenſible, that in ſo nice and important an affair, you 
cannot be too much upon your guard. Conſider, it is 
the prince's buſineſs to diſſemble, amuſe, and deceive 
you ; and the danger is the greater, as the prince reſides 


not far from your capital: And if your majeſty give 
but the ſame attention that we do, you may obſerve, 


that every time he comes, he and his attendants are freſh, 


and their cloaths and houſings are clean and bright as if 


they were come from the maker's hands; and their 
horſes look as if they had only been walked out. | 
Theſe are ſuch ſufficient figns that prince Ahmed does 


not come a great way, that we ſhould think ourſelves 


wanting in our duty, if we did not make our humble re- 


monſtrances, that for your own preſervation, and the 


good of your people, you might take ſuch meaſures as 
you ſhall think fit. A T7 4 
When the favourite had made an end of this long 


ſpeech, the ſultan ſaid, Be it as it will, I don't believe my 


ſon Ahmed is ſo wicked as you would perſuade me he is; 


however, I am oblig'd to you for your good advice, 
and don't diſpute but that it proceeds from your good 
| bS 1 BE Bs | 
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The ſultan of the Indies ſaid this, that his favourites 
might not know the impreſſions their diſcourſe had made 
on his mind; which had ſo alarm'd him, that he re- 
ſolved to have prince Anmed watch'd, unknown to his 
grand viſier. For this end he ſent for the magician, 
who was introduced by a back door into bis apartment. 
Thou toldeſt me the truth, ſaid he, when thou aſſuredſt 
me my {-n Ahmed was alive, for which F am obliged to 
thee ; but now thou muſt do me another pleaſure. I 
have ſeen him ſince, and he comes to my court every 
month; but I cannotdearn from him where he reſides ;. 
and I would not force his ſecret out of him; but believe 
thee capable of ſatisfying my curioſity, without letting 
him, or any of my court, know any thing of the matter. 
Thou know'ft, that at this preſent he is here with me, 
and 1s uſed to go away without taking leave of me, or 
any of my court. Go immediately upon the road, and 
watch him ſo well, as to find out- where he retires, and 
bring me word. ot Es ed 1 
The magician left the ſultan, and knowing the place 
where prince Ahmed found his arrow, went immediately 
thither, and hid herſelf near the rocks, fo that nobody 
could ſee her, | — *** 
The next morning prince Ahmed ſet out by day- 
break, without taking leave either of the ſultan, or any 
of his court, according to cuſtom. The magician ſee- 
ing him coming, tollowed him with her eyes, till on a 
ſudden ſhe loſt ſighs of him and his attendants _ 
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As the rocks were very ſteep and craggy, they were 
an inſurmountable barrier, ſo that the magician judged 
that there were but two things for it; either that the 

5 prince retired into ſome cavern, or an abode of genies 
bor faries. 'Thereupon ſhe came out of the place where 
time was hid, and went directly to the hollow way, 
which ſhe traced till ſhe came to the tarther end, loox- 
ing carefully about on all ſides. But notwithſtanding 
all her diligence, could perceive no opening, not ſo 
” muchas the iron gate which prince Ahmed diſcovered, 
which was to be ſeen and opened to none but men, and 
only to ſuch whoſe preſence was agreeable to the fairy 
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The magician, who ſaw it was in vain for her to 
ſearch any farther, was obliged to be ſatisfied with the 
diſcovery ſhe had made, and returned to give the ſul- 
tan an account, When ſhe had told him what ſhe 
had done, ſhe added, Your majeſty may eaſily under- 

Rand, after what IJ have had the honour to tell you, it 
will be no hard matter to give you the ſatisfaction you 

deſire of prince Ahmed's conduct. I wont tell you now, 

. what I think, but chuſe to let you know it, when 1 
can do it, and can give a juſt account; to do which 
I only aſk time, and that you will have patience, and 
give me leave to do it, without knowing firſt what 
meaſures I deſign to take. 5 

I ̃ be ſultan was very well pleaſed with the magician's 
conduct, and ſaid to her, Do you as you think ft ;z Ill 
wait patiently the event of your promiſes ; and to en- 
courage her, made her a preſent of a diamond of great 

value, telling her, it was only an earneſt of the recom- 
penſe ſhe ſhould have, if ſhe did him that important 
piece of ſervice, which he left to her management. 
As prince Ahmed had obtained the fairy Paribanon's 

leave to go to the ſultan of the Indies court once a 

month, he never fail'd, and the magician knowing the 
time, went a day or two before to the foot of the rock 

where ſhe loſt fight of the prince and his attendants, 
and waited there with an intention to execute the project 
ſhe had in her head. 3% ũ Ff. 
The next morning prince Ahmed went out as uſual 
at the iron- gate, with the ſame attendants as before, and 
paſſed by the magiciar, whom he knew not to be ſuch, 
and ſeeing her lie with her head againſt the rock, and 
complaining as if ſhe was in great pain, he pitied her, 
turned his horſe about, and went to her, and aſked her 
what was the matter with her, and what he could do to 
,, 3 
The artful forcereſs looked at the prince in a pitiful 
manner, without ever lifting up her head, and anſwered 
in broken words and ſighs, as if ſhe could hardly fetch 
her breath, that ſhe was going to the capital city: but 
in the way thither ſhe was taken with ſo violent a fever, 
that her ſtrength failed her, and ſhe was forced 2 lie 


75 * 
8 
a; \ 


1 
= 
= 
© 
V2 
RY 
X 
E's 
Fa 
1 
7 
25 
2 
94 
147 
F 
Ke 
* 
a 
5 
* 
75 
; 


* 


ENTERTAINMENTS 249, 


down where he ſaw her, far from any habitation, and. 
without any hopes of aſſiſtance. | 
Good woman, replied prince Ahmed, you are not: 
ſo far from help as you imagine: I am ready to aſſiſt 
you, and convey you where you ſhall not only have all 
poſſible care taken of you, but where you will meet 
with a ſpeedy cure ; only get up and let one of my. 
people take you behind him. p 
At theſe words, the magician, who pretended ſickneſs: 
only to know where the prince lived, and what he did, . 
refuſed not the charitable offer he made her; and that 
her actions might correſpond with her words, ſhe made 
many pretended vain endeavours to get 5 At the 
ſame time, two of the prince's attendants ighting off 
their horſes, helped her up, and ſet her behind another, 
and mounted their horſes again, and followed the prince, 
who turn'd back to the iron-gate, which was opened by 
one of his retinue, who rid before: And when he came 
into the outward court of the fairy's, without diſmount- 
ing himſelf, he ſent to tell her he wanted to ſpeak with 
her. . | 
The fairy Paribanon came with all imaginable haſte, . 
not knowing what made prince Ahmed return fo ſoon ; - 
who not giving her time to aſk him the reaſon, ſaid, . 
Princeſs, 1 defiie you would have compaſſion on this 
good woman, pointing to the inagician, who was held 
up by two of his retinue. I found her in the condition 
> you ſee her in, and promi ed her the aſſiſtance ſhe ſtands - 
in need of, and am perſuaded that you, out of your 
cen goodneſs, as well as upon my intreaty, will not 
abandon her | ly 
The fairy Paribanon, who had her eyes fix d upon 
the pretended fick woman, all. the time that the prince. 
was talking to her, order'd two of her women who fol- 
loved her, to take her from the two men that held her, 
and carry her into an apartment of the palace, and take 
as much care of her, as of herſelf. NE Le” 
Whilſt the two women executed the fairy's' com- 
 mands, ſhe went up to prince Ahmed, and whiſperin 
him in the ear, ſaid, Prince, I commend 7 . 
ſion, which is worthy of you and your birth; I take a. 
great pleaſure in gratifying your good. intention ; but 
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give me leave to tell you, I am afraid it will be but ill 
rewarded. This woman 1s not fo fick as ſhe pretends 
to be; and 1 am very much miſtaken if ſhe is not an 
impoſtor, who will be the cauſe of a great trouble to 
you. But don't be concern'd, let what will be deviſed 
: iT ou; be perſuaded, that I will deliver you out 
all the ſnares that ſhall be laid for you. and 
purſue your journey. wh 5 
This diſcourſe of the fairy's did not in the leaſt 
fright prince Ahmed. My princeſs, ſaid he, as I do 
not remember I ever did, or deſig ed any body an in- 
Jury, I cannot believe any body can have a thought 
of doing me one; but if they have, I ſhall not, never- 
theleſs, forbear doing good, whenever I have an op- 
portunity. After ſaying ſo, he took his leave of the 
fairy, and ſet forward again for his father's capital, 
where he ſoon arrived, and was received as uſual by the 
ſultan, who diſguiſed, as much as poſſible, the trouble 
8 diſcourſe and ſuſpicion of hi- [op had given 
In the mean time, the two women carried the ma- 
ip into a very fine apartment, rici.ly furniſhed, 
_ Firſt they fat her down upon a ſofa, with her back ſup- 
4 7 with a cuſhion of gold brocade, while they 
ade a bed on the ſame ſofa before her, the quilt of 


which was finely embroidered with ſilk, the ſheets of 


the fineſt linen, and the coverlid cloth of gold. When 
they had put her into bed (for the old ſorcereſs pretend- 
ed that her fever was ſo violent ſhe could not help her- 
ſelf in the leaſt) one of the women went out, and re- 
turned ſoon again, with a china diſh in her hand, full 
of a certain liquor, which ſhe preſented to the magi- 
clan, while the other helped her up on her breech: 
Drink this liquor, ſaid ſhe, it is the water of the foun- 
| tain of lions, and a ſovereign remedy againſt all fe- 
vers whatſoever, You will find the effect of it in leſs 
than an hour's tim. 55 
The magician, to diſſemble the better, took it, after 
a great deal of intreaty, as if ſhe was very much 
averſe to take that potion ; but at laſt ſhe took the china 
diſh, and holding back her head, ſwallowed down the 
Liquor. When ſhe was laid down again, the two 
N ä | NR | _ women 
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women covered her up; Lie quiet, ſaid ſhe who brought 
her the china cup, and get a little ſleep, if you can; 
we'll leave you, and hope to find you Na cured, | 
when we come an hour hence. 

The magician, who came not to act a fick part long, | 
but only to diſcover prince Ahmed's retreat, and what 
made him leave his father's court, being fully ſatisfied - 
in what ſhe wanted to know, would wil 4 have de- 
clared, that the potion had then had its effects, ſo great 
was 1 deſire to return to the ſultan, to inform him of 
the ſucceſs of her commiſſion : But as ſhe had been told, 
that the potion did not operate immediately, ſhe was - 
forced to wait the womens return, 

The two women came again, at the time they ſaid - 
they ſhould, and found the magician got up and dreſs'd, 
and fat upon the ſofa, who when ſhe iaw them open the - 
door of her apartment, cried out, O admirable potion ! 

it has wrought its cue much ſooner than you told me 
it would, and I have waited a long time with impa- 
tience, to deſire you to carry me to your charitable 
miſtreſs, to thank her for her kindneſs, for which 1 
ſh i}1 always be cbiiged to her, ſince being thus cured - 
to a miracle, I ſhall not loſe any time, but ſhall able. 
to proſecute my journey. | 
The two women, who were fairies as well as . 
miſtreſs, after they had told the magician how glad 
7 they were that ſhe was cured fo ſoon, walked before 
» her, and conducted her through ſeveral apartments, all 
more n-þle than that wherein ſhe lay, into a large hall, the 
mot richly and naguificently turniſhed of all the palace. | 
Paribanon was tat in this hall, on a thrune ot maſſy 
gold, enriched with diamonds, rubies, and pearls of an 
: extraordinary ſize, and attended on each hand by a 
| great number of beautiful fairies, all richly cloathed. 
At the fight of ſo much majeſty, the magician Was not - 
only dazzled, but was ſo amaz'd, that after ſne had 
| 122 herſelf before the throne, ſhe could not open. , 
er lips to thank the fairy, as ſhe propoſed. . How--- 
1 ever, Paribanon ſav'd her the trouble, and ſaid to her, 
Good woman, I am glad I had an opportunity to oblige 
Tat and to ſee you are able to purſue your journey. 
won't * you, but perhaps you may not be diſ- 
1. 6 Plealed 
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pleaſed to ſee my palace; follow my women, and they 
will ſhew it you. | ves 4) 
The old ſorcereſs, who had not power nor courage 
to ſay a word, proſtrated herſelf with her head to the 
tapeſtry that covered the foot of the throne, a ſecond 


two fairies through all the ſame apartments which were 
ſewn to prince Ahmed at his firſt arrival there, and ex- 
amining all the riches and magnificence, ſhe often made 
t exclamations. But what was the greateſt ſubject 
of - her admiration, was, that the two fairies told her, 
that all ſhe ſaw and was ſurpriſed at was a mere trifle, 


in reſpe& of their miſtreſs's grandeur and riches ; and 


that in the extent of her dominions ſhe had ſo many 
palaces, that they could not tell the number of them, 
all of different models and architecture, and as magni- 
ficent and noble. In talking of a great many other par- 
ticulars, they brought her at laſt to the won gate at 
which prince Ahmed brought her in, and which, after 
" the had taken her leave of them, and thanked them for 
the pains they had taken, they opened, and wiſhed her a 
good journey, Es 
After the magician had gone a little way, ſhe turned 
back again to obſerve the door, and know it again, 
but all in vain ; for as I have before obſerved, it was 


inviſible to her and all other women. Except in this 
circumſtance, ſhe was very well atisſied with executing 
the commiſſion ſhe had taken upon herſelf, and poſted 


away to the ſultan, When ſhe came to the capital, ſhe 


went a great many bye-ways to get privately to the 
back - door of the ſultan's 2 who, being informed 


of her arrival, ſent for her into his apartment, and 


ving a melancholy pang upon her countenance, 
be thought ſhe had not Rar Foe of and faid to her, By 


thy looks, I gueſs that thy journey has been to no pur- 


poſe, and that thou haſt not made the diſcovery I ex- | 


pected from thy diligence. Sir, replied the magician, 
. your majeſty muſt give me leave to repreſent to you, 
that you ought not to Judge by my looks, whether or 
no I have behaved myſelf well in the execution of the 
commands you were pleaſed to honour me with ; but by 
- «the faithful reports I ſhall make you of all that has hap: 
5. | pene 


time, and ſo took her leave, and was conducted by the 
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pened to me, and by which you will find that I have 
not neglected any thing that could render me worthy 
of your approbation. 'The melancholy you obſerve in 
my face, proceeds from another cauſe than the want of 
ſucceſs, which I hope your majeſty will have all the 
[reaſon in the world to be content with, and of which 
if you will have patience, the relation, I am going to 
give, will inform you. | 5 | 

Then the magician related to the ſultan of the Indies, 
how ſhe ann" ang, Ke be ſick, prince Ahmed, moved 
with compaſſion, had her carried into a ſubterraneous 
abode, and preſented and recommended her himſelf to 
a fairy of incomparable beauty, deſiring her by her 
care to contribute towards her health. Then ſhe told 
him, with how much complaiſance the fairy preſently 
order'd two fairies that attended her, to take care of 


her, and not to leave her till ſhe was recover'd ; which 


great condeſcenſion, ſaid ſhe, could proceed from no 


other perſon, but from a wife to a huſband. After- 


* 


wards the old ſorcereſs 1 on her ſurpriſe at 


the front of the palace, which ſhe ſaid had not its 
fellow in the world, and gave him an account how the 


two fairies held her up by each arm, like a ſick perſon, 


as ſhe: feigned to be, that could not walk or ſupport 
herſelf ; and made a long ſtory of the care they took 
of her, after they had led her into an apartment; of the 
potion they made her drink, and the quickneſs of her 
cure; how ſhe fill 
never doubted of the virtue of the draught : But, above 


all, ſhe was ſure not to forget the majeſty of the ao be | 
tne 


{ſeated on a throne that ſhined again with jewels, 


value of which excceded all the riches of the kingdom of 


pretended fickneis, though ſhe 


the Indies; and that, in ſhort, all the other riches, which 


were included in that valt palace, were immenſe, 

Here the magician, finiſhing the relation of the ſuc- 

_ ceſs of her commiſſion, and continuing her diſcourſe, 
faid, What does your majeſty think of theſe unheard-of 


riches of the fairy? Perhaps you will ſay, you are 
ſtruck with admiration, and rejoice at the good for- 
tune of prince Ahmed your ſon, who enjoys them in 


common with the fairy. For my part, fir, I beg of 
Jour majeſty to forgive me, if 1 take the liberty to 
3 TO Te 
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remonſtrate to you, that I think otherwiſe, and to tell 
yu, that I ſhudder when I conſider the misfortune 
which may happen to you. And this is the melan- 
choly which I could not ſo well diſſemble, and you 
ſo ſoon perceived, I would believe that prince Ahmed, 
of his own nature, 1s incapable of undertaking any 
thing againſt your majeſty ; but who can anſwer that 
the fairy, by her charms and careſſes, and the influence 
ſhe has already over him, may not inſpire him with a 
pernicious deſign of dethroning your majeſty, and ſeize- 
ing the crown of the Indies. This is what your majeſty 
. ought to conſider as a ſerious affair, of the utmoſt 
importance. | OO 

- Though the ſultan of the Indies was very well per- 
ſuaded, that prince Ahmed's natural diſpoſition was 
good, yet he could not help being concern'd at the 
diſcourſe of the old forcereis, to whom, when the was 
for taking her leave, he ſaid, I thank thee for the pains 
thou haſt taken, and thy wholeſome advice: I am ſo 


ſenſible of the great importance it is to me, that I thall 


deliberate: upon it in council. 

Accordingly he returned to his favourites, with whom 
he was conſulting when he was told of the magician's 
arrival, and ordered her to follow him. He acquainted 
them with what he had learat, and communicated to 


them allo the reaſon he had to fear the fairy's influence 
over the prince, aud aiked them what meaſures they 
thought moſt proper to be taken to prevent ſo great a 


misfortune, Io which oue of the favourites, taking 
upon himſelf to ſp:ak for the reſt, aid, Your majeſty 
knows who muſt be the author ; and now he 1s in your 


court, and in your power, you ought to make no ſcru- 


ple to put him under an arefſt ; and I wor't ſay, take 
away his life, but make him a clole piiſoner wh.le he 
lives. This advice all the other favourites unanimouſly 
applauded. EIB $5] 


Then the magician, who thought it too violent, aſked 5 
the ſultan leave to ſpeak, which he granted her, and 


ſne laid, Sir, I am perſuaded the zeal of your counſcl- 
lors for your majeſty's intereſt makes them ,propote the 
arreſtiug prince Ahmed. But perhaps they will not 
takes it amiſs, if I offer to your and their * 

. . | 5 


i 
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that if you arreſt the prince, you muſt alſo detain his 
retinue, who are all genies. And it is to be thought 
it will not be caiy to ſeize and ſecure their perſons, © Is 
not their property ſuch, as they can render themſelves 
invifible, and tranſport chemtelves to the fairy, and give 
her an account of the iniult offered her huſband ? And 
can it be ſuppoied ſhe will let it go unrevenged ? But 
would it not be better, if by any other means, which 
might not make ſo great a noiſe, the ſultan could fe- 
cure himſelf againſt any ill deſigns prince Ahmed may 

| have againſt him, and not injure his majeſty's honour 
or any body be ſuſpected of giving evil counſel. If 
his majeſty has any opinion of my advice, as genies 
and fairies can do things impracticable to men, it would 
Pique prince Ahmed in his honour to engage him by 
means of the fa ry, to procure you certain advantages, 
which he will be obliged to do. As for example, 
every time your majeſty goes into the field, you are 
obliged to be at a great expence, not only in pavilions 
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and tents for your army, but hkewiſe in mules and ca- ; f 0 
mels to carry their baggage, Now might not you en- : 
gage him to uſe his intereft with the fairy to procure 1 
| you a tent, which might be carried in - a man's hand, 1 
: and which ſhould be ſo large as to ſhelter your whole 
5 army againſt bad weather. | 8 
; I need {ay no more to your majeſty ; if the prince Wy | 
1 brings fuch a tent, you may make a great many other - 
f demands of the ſame nature, ſo that at laſt he may fink _ 
; under the difficulties the impoſſibility of the execating 1 
of them well put him to, notwithſtanding the power 1 
and fertile inventions of the fairy, who has enticed 1142 
© = him from you by her inchantments, that at laſt he will 1 
be aſhamed to appear, and will be forced to paſs the _ 
reſt of his life with the fairy, excluded from any com- Ws 
9 merce with the world, and then your majeſty will have 1 
no reaſon to be afraid of any enterprizes from him, and { 4 
2 cannot be reproached with ſo deteſtable an action, as it 1 
tune ſhedding of a ſon's blood, or making him a priſoner 9 


When the magician had finiſhed her ſpeech, the ful. 
tan aſk'd his favourites, if they had any thing better 
to propoſe ; and finding them all filent, determin'd to 

. | | follow 
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_ follow the magician's advice, as the moſt reaſonable and 
moſt agreeable to his mild government. 
The next day when the prince came into his father's 
ence, who was talking with his favourites, and had 
t down by him, after a converſation on different ſub- 
jeas, the ſultan, addrefling himſelf to prince Ahmed, 
ſaid, Son, when you came and diſpell'd thoſe clouds of 
melancholy, which your long abſence had brought upon 
me, you made the place of your retreat a myſtery to me ; 
I was fatisfied to ſee you again, and know that you was 
content with your condition, and would not penetrate 
farther into your ſecret, which I tound you did not care 
I hould. I don't know why you ſhould uſe a father 


after this manner, who ever was, and will be glad of 
your happineſs. However, I know your good fortune, 


and very much approve of your conduct in marrying 
a fairy ſo worthy of your love, and fo rich and power- 
ful; as I am inform'd, it was not poflible for me to 
have procured ſo great a match for you. And now you 


are raiſed to ſo high a rank, as to be envied by every 


body, but me your father, I not only defire you to pre- 
ſerve the good underſtanding between us we have lived 
in hitherto, but that you would uſe y:ur credit with the 
fairy, to obtain for me a little of her aſſiſtance, which 
1 ſtand in need of in one citcumſtance, and taerefore 
will make a trial of your intereſt, 
You are not inſenſible what a great expence, not to 
mention the embarratiment to my generals and'officers, 
- tents, pavilions, the mules and camels which carry them, 
a e to me every time I take the field. v. if you would 


bat give your attention to do me a pats, I am per- 
er, a pavilion that 


ſuaded you could eaſily procure from 
might be carried in a man's hand, and which would ex- 


tend over a large army: Beſides, when you let her.know -] 


it is for me, tho? it may be a difficult thing, ſhe will 
not refuſe you; all the world knows fairies are capable 
of doing moſt extraordinary things. N 


Prince Ahmed never expeded that the ſultan his fa- 


ther would have aſked ſuch a thing, which at firſt ap- 


peared ſo difficult, not to ſay impoilible. Tho? he knew 
not abſolutely how great the power of genies and fairies 


|  , Was, he doubted whether it extended fo far as to cam- 


z 


a 
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paſs ſuch a tent as his father deſired: Moreover, he had 
never aſk'd any thing of the fairy Paribanon, but was 
ſatisfied with the continual and many proofs ſhe had 
given him of her paſſion, which he ſtudied to preſerve, 
without any views of intereſt, farther than her love; 
therefore he was in the greateſt embarraſſment ima- 

inable what anſwer to make. At laſt, he replied, If, 
Fir after the finding my arrow, I have made my actions 
a ſecret to you, the-reaſon was, that twas of no great 
importance to you to be inform'd of them; and tho? 
I know not how this myſtery has been revealed to you, 
1 cannot deny but your information is very juſt, I 


have married the fairy you ſpeak of; I love her, and 


am perſuaded ſhe loves me; but can ſay nothing to the 
influence your majeſty believes I have over her. Tis 
what I have not yet made an experiment of, nor thought 


of, and ſhould be very glad you would diſpenſe with 


me from undertaking it, but let me enjoy the happineſs 
of loving and being beloved, without any other views 
or intereſt, But the demand of a father is a command 
upon every child like me, who think it my duty to 


eee you to obtain it; and 
onour to come again to pay you my reſpects, that ſhall 
be the ſign that I have not had ſucceſs: But before-hand, 


I deſire you to forgive me, and conſider that you your- 


ſelf have reduced me to this extremity, _ 
Sion, replied the ſultan of the Indies, I ſhould be 
very ſorry that what I aſk of you ſhould cauſe me the 


diſpleaſure of never ſeeing you more. I find you don't 


know the power a huſband has over a wife; and yours 


would ſhew, that her love to you was very indifferent, if 


_ ſhe, with the power ſhe has of a fairy, ſhould refuſe you 


ſo trifling a requeſt as this J deſire you to aſk of her for 
my ſake. Lay aſide your fears, which proceed from 
Jour believing yourſelf not loved ſo well as you would 


Go and aſk her only, you'll find the fairy loves 


vou better than you imagine; and remember that peo- 


ple, for want of aſking, often loſe great advantages. 


obey him in every thing. And tho” it is with the 

2 reluctance imaginable, I will not fail to aſk the 

avour of my wife your majeſty deſires, but will not 
it { ſhould not have the 


hink with yourſelf, that as you love her, you could 
. 5 refuſe 


» > - vey — — — ——— 
3 E 6 . 
SE 22 


„ 
we 


8 
8 7 


. 


r 


49 
vt 
$1) 
WE > | 
«3 
i 
wt 


3 NEE: ; i 
— p — —o¹ 
— — — — — - - - 


106 
; 


— 
— , 
—_— KF 
a 


8 — — — — 
n N r 5 
— 2 _— v . * 
„ >. es Ee Oe ö 
BG. 4 = GIS 4 — = — 2 2 2 — * - 
— — . —_— I 
5 8 5 * * 
— Friis 


* * 2 £ * 
— 
- — 
b 


— CN each - — 

o 
& a 

ou 8 $2: as 9 2 


W Noe ” 
— — 8 E 1 duces Se © HP "> WE? Pe 
* 222 jv. 2 2 — 8 = . — * — com - % — — — 
— — ; — 5 CA & — — 2 I. < ; = . — — — GD : — wo bY - — —— — —— 
* — * = - - | 2 s — - 4 . e = — — . IR 62S "EY a — — 
2 p > * 3 = — = - — 2 Ry EC 4 ” ” 44 a — w 5 as 2 * . * Fa — * » T * n 2 — 8 aun „ ee 3 * 71% 14 4 * OO „ — 2 
— — — — 8 8 Ce ig j : *. cs Sow —_——— 75 8 £0405 Rs 222 * 1 * Fa — ene * 1 x . r - . 2 > 22 2 — — ex n 
0 — 2 — 1 8 EDI * Wenn — 2 — EIT p CS week 1 dp. = 7 Nr < We. 2 . © PE i as nes 7" — 5 
S pt A - — — - al — 8 EY yr s "i add ia. th — 6 2 -»* p " Kat Es Ent Een, ge dy n + — * - - 7 * — : — — = 
"had 8 . * 2 5 , - -_— — ba 2 1 — * e > bog g + — ern wr . : | - vm” Wen 5 . — 2 . - 
. 8 1 u. . nd ren, 1. 4 1 2 r 1 SES * oh, z# PT", r x _ A; L . — = — . ME I — . : 
* - 27 L N * 2 — 4 £ 5 a) — Y 2 = 2 A — 3 2 25 — 5 3 = — 
L . « * S > — = oo - 2 - Y - hy — * 4 * 4 * +> + i - 
R : a — 7 — — : — — — ns, may . — —— . . 7 — CIA, 2 2 * : N : 
48 rr a, wn Ne 13 * * 2 * r CS ey i TA. ET IE a. EI 4 e rr A — C — 0. == 
®. : as - — — — - - 4 2 oo 3 — 9 4 1 4 2 * 5 \ 


258 ARABIAN NIGHTS 


refuſe her nothing; therefore, if ſhe loves you, no more 
can ſhe you. | | 
All this diſcourſe of the ſultan of the Indies could not 
8 prince Ahmed, who would rather he would 
ave aſk'd any thing elſe, than expoſing him to the ha- 
zard of diſpleaſing his dear Paribanon; and fo great 
was his chagrin, « he left the court two days ſooner 
than he was uſed to do. - | 
When he returned back to the fairy, to whom he al- 
ways appeared with a very gay countenance, ſhe aſked 
him the cauſe of the alteration ſhe perceived in his 
looks ; and finding, that inſtead of anſwering her, he 
enquired after her health, to avoid ſatisfying her, ſhe 


ſaid to him, I will anſwer your queſtion, when you have 
anſwer'd mine. The prince denied it a long time, pro- 


teſting that nothing was the matter with him ; but the 


more he denied it, the more ſhe teazed him, and ſaid to 


him, I cannot bear to ſee you in this condition : Tell 
me what makes you ſo concerned, that I may eaſe your 


trouble, whatever may be the cauſe of it; for it muſt 


be "or extraordinary, if it 1s out of my power, unleſs 
it be 

caſe III contribute all that lies in my power to comfort 
you. | „„ 5 
Prince Ahmed could not long withſtand the prefling 


inſtances of the fairy: Madam, {aid he, God prolong the 
ſultan my father's life, and bleſs him: I left him alive, 
and in perfect health; therefore this is not the cauſe 


of the melancholy you perceive in me, though indeed 
the ſultan is the occaſion of my concern, becauſe he has 
impoſed upon me the neceſſity of being importunate to 
you. Firſt, You know the care I have taken, with your 
approbation, to conceal from him the happineſs I have 
to ſee you,-love you, deſerve your favour and love, and 
to have pledg'd my faith with you ; but I cannot tell 
how he has been informed of it. | EY 
Here the fairy Paribanon interrupted prince Ahmed, 
and ſaid, If you don't know, I do: Remember what 
I told you of the woman, who made you believe the 


was ſick, on whom you took ſo much compaſſion : *Tis 


ſhe who has acquainted the ſultan your father with what 
you have taken ſo much care to hide from him. I told 
WI you 


e death of the ſultan your father, and in that 
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you that ſhe was not ſick, as ſhe pretended to be, and 
ſhe has made 1t appear ſo: For in ſhort, after the wo- 
men, whom I charged to take care of her, had given 
her the ſovereign water againſt all fevers, and which 
| the had no occaſion for, ſhe pretended that that water 
had cured her, and came to take her leave of me, that 
ſhe might go the ſooner; and was in ſo much haſte, that 
ſhe would have gone away without ſeeing my palace, if 
I had not, by bidding my two women ſhew it her, 
thought it worth her ſeeing, But go on, and tell me 
what is the neceſſity your father has impoſed on you to 
be ſo importunate, which I deſire you will be perſuaded 
can never be. | 
Madam, purſu'd prince Ahmed, you may have obſerv'd 
that hitherto I have been content with your love, and 
have never aſked you any other favour : For what, after 
the poſſeſſion of ſo lovely and charming a wife, can I de- 
fire more? But yet I know not how great your power 
may be, and have taken care not to make trial of it. 
Conſider then, I conjure you, that it is not me, but the 
ſultan my father, who indiſcreetly, or at leaſt I think 
ſo, begs of you a pavilion large enough to ſhelter him, 
his court, and army, from the violence of the weather, 
and which a man may carry in his hand; but remem- 
ber it is the ſultan my father aſks this favour. = 
Prince, replied the fairy ſmiling, I am ſorry that fo 
ſmall a matter ſhould diſturb you, and make you fo 
uneaſy as you appeared to me. I ſee two things have 
contributed towards it: One is, the law you have im- 
poſed upon yourſelf, to be content with loving, and be- 
ing beloved by me, and to deny ycurfelf the liberty of 
aſking me the leaſt favour that might try my power. The 
other, J don't doubt, whatever you may ſay, was, you 
thought that what your father aſked of me, was out cf 
my power. As to the firſt, I commend you for it, and 
love you the better, if poſſible, for it; and for the ſecond, 

Il muſt tell you, that what the ſultan your father aſks of 
me is a trifle; and upon occaſion, I can do much more 
difficult things: Therefore be eaſy, and perſuaded, that 
far from being 1mportuned, I ſhail always take a great 

deal of pleaſure in whatever you can deſire me to do 

tor your fake, Then the fairy ſent for her * to 
| , Wnom, 


EPA ˙ . ˙ PRC r 
— = — _ x = = * 8 
* 8 „ £4 2 : 


8 


. 


ph: *y 
. 


: a 2 
: |; - - — —— - 
5 — 2 —— — 2 — 4 
EW IM. I'% — IS ods SE Aa ENT HE. * 6— Dn . — WS — — 
FF ͤ ˙ K IE ny 5 — . — — — — — 
9 MSA * * © 4 * 0 — 3 of 2 4 Pohang ner eo” — . "> e 4 
ks 4 N . . N 1 8 ee 2 3 2 _ w —— - 
"nk * pets 2: > Sos "Ea & -Y <5 — 4 * 1 2 
Þ — — - - * — 4 — —— * — * Bonn „„ = 
— — . = — 4 To 
: of Granny cm r —— 


— — 


5 — — — 
"LEI —= . 2 * ** 
= — EF rr 
* ? 2 BT UT 3 
— 4 Poo 2 * 3 Be " 
: "IP — 


- * * — 


„* 
Fae: ag 
< l 1 np n - 2 * —— r 
cc — W 


— 
S 

Sg rs 
> oo 


-4 — — 
— 2 


<= 


. 
pag, 
— a 


755 
7 
3 
* 
47 
54 
71 
: 
4 
12 
F 
©; 
£ 
$24 
* 
4 
9 
53 
94 
4 
* 
by. 
«4 
4 
10 
PT | 
25% 
E 
1 
85 
* 
I 
— 
et 
*&1 
< 
: 
991 
4 
y 
Ly . 
{$ i 
* 
5 
5 
It 
* 
7 6 
* 
1 
4 
" 
3 
BY. 
: 
1% 
1 
* 
% 
ki 


* 1 Em > 
— 0 EI 
— 

— N 


. 
*e i ov er 
— VILE KA 7 

7 tyt——— wn hr es ney) one. 


— — — =; > = 
— _ 
« . 2 2 2 - < 


- — & ” ee 'S 5 — — — * _ 4 — 
— —̃ T — * 1 * * 8 = _ . .* — < . « — - 
. 7 n ot w . Re rr ee. = "IP 
- * —_— r - —— ns 1 _ - - mr * 
329 — - 2 5 A — 
” abs _— I — bo: — 2 
p - Y > r is = *, we 22 25 ; Sn 
8 "a. by. - = — - N 
— <2 King IF, R « 4 2 8 
1 . > axe” PPE; TOS * 


— A * 
— gr — 1 

4 2 a Crt 

- — 2 1 2 * 
5 ——— © — 

One — n 
b 
= * Wm 

3 OT ON 
2 2 


—— 


9 — 
a A an 


mgm = an gn 


260 ARABIAN NicnTts 


whom, when ſhe came, ſhe ſaid, Nourgihan, which 
was her name, bring me the largeſt pavilion in my 
- treaſury, Nourgihan returned preſently with the pa- 
vilion, which ſhe could not only hold in her hand, 
but in the palm of her hand, when ſhe ſhut her fin- 
gers, and preſented it to her miſtreſs, who gave it 
prince Ahmed to look at. | | | 
When prince Ahmed ſaw the pavilion, which the 
fairy called the largeſt in her treaſury, he fancied ſhe 
had a mind to jeſt with him, and thereupon the marks 
of his ſurpriſe appeared preſently in his countenance ; 
which Paribanon perceiving, burſt out a laughing. 
What! prince, cricd ſhe, do you think I jeſt with you? 
You'll ſee preſently thatI am in earneſt. Nourgihan, ſaid 
ſhe to her treaſurer, taking the tent out of prince 
Ahmed's bands, go and ſet it up, that the pri ce may 
Judge whether it may be large enough for the ſultan his 
ther. 1 f | f F 
The treaſurer went out immediately with it from the 
palace, and carried it a great way off; and when ſhe 
had ſet it up, one end reach'd to the very palace: At 
which time the prince thinking it ſmall, found it large 
enough to ſhelter two greater armies than that of the 
ſultan his father's, and then ſaid to Paribanon, I aſe 


my princeſs a thouſand pardons for my incredulity; 
= te 


r what I have ſcen, I believe there is nothing im- 
poſſrble to you, You ſee, ſaid the fairy, that the pa- 
vilion is larger than what your father may have oc- 
caſion for; for you muſt know, that it has one. pro- 

rty, that it is . or ſmaller, according to the army 
It 15 to cover. | | 8 | | 
The treaſurer took down the tent again, reduced it, 
and brought it to the prince, who took it, and without 
| ſtaying any longer than till the next day, mounted his 
horſe, and went with the ſame attendants to the ſultan 
his father, A Toba | 
The ſultan, who was perſuaded that there could not 
be any ſuch thing as ſuch a tent as he aſk'd for, was in 
a great ſurpriſe at the prince's . e He took the 


tent, and after he had admired its ſmallneſs, his amaze- 


ment was ſo great, that he could not recover himſelf. 
When the tent was ſet up in the great plain, which 
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we have before mentioned, he found it large enough to 


ſhelter an army twice as large as he could bring into the 
field; which he looking upon to be a ſoperfuit that 
might be troubleſome to him, prince Ahmed old him, 
that for its ſize it would always be proportionable to his 
army: | 

To ontward appearance the ſultan expreſſed a great 
obligation to the prince his ſon, for ſo noble a preſent ; 
deſiring him to return his thanks to the ne Paribanon, 
and ordered it to be carefully laid up in 

but within himſelf he conceived a greater jealouſy than 
what his flattering favourites and the magician had 
harboured and ſuggeſted to him ; conſidering, that by 
the fairy's aſſiſtance, the prince his ſon might perform 
things that were infinitely out of his power, notwith- 
ſtanding his grandeur and riches; and therefore he was 
the more intent upon his ruin, and went to conſult the 
magician again, who adviſed him to engage the prince 
1 ring him ſome of the water of the fountain of 
lions. 5 Hy 
In the evening, when the ſultan was ſurrounded as 
uſual by all his court, and the prince came to pay his 


reſpects among the reſt, he addreſſed himſelf to him in 


theſe words: Son, ſaid he, I have already expreſſed to 
you, how much I am obliged to you for the preſent of 
the tent you have procured me, that I look upon it as 
the moſt valuable thing in all my treaſury : But you 
muſt do one thing more for me, which will be every 
whit as 1 to me. I am informed, that the 


fairy your ſpouſe makes uſe of a certain water, called 


the water of the fountain of lions, which cures all 
ſorts of fevers, even the moſt dangerous; and as I am 
perfectly well perſuaded my health is dear to you, I 
don't doubt but you will aſk her for a bottle of that 
water for me, and bring it me as a ſovereign medicine, 
which I may make uſe of when I have occaſion. Do 
me this other important piece of ſervice, aud thereby 
complete the d 
facher 5 5 
Prince Ahmed, who believed that the ſultan his 
father would have been ſatisſied with fo ſingular and 
uſeful a tent, as that which he had brought, and that 


is treaſury; 


uty of a good ſon towards a tender 
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might not be 
I dare not promiſe to bring the water; all I can do is, 
III aſſure you I will aſk it of her, but my reluctance is 
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he would not have impoſed any new taſk upon him, 
which might hazard the fairy's diſpleaſure, was ſtruck 


almoſt dumb at this new requeſt, notwithſtanding ſhe 


had given him the aſſurance of granting him whatever 


lay in her power. After a long filence, he faid, I beg 


of your majeſty to be aſſured, that there's nothing 1 
would not undertake to procure you, which may con- 
tribute to the Protonging your lite, but I could with it 

y the means of my wife. For this reaſon 


as great as when J aſked her for the tent. 

The next morning prince Ahmed returned to the 
fairy Paribanon, and related to her ſincerely and faith- 
fully all that had paſſed at the ſultan his father's court, 
(from the giving of the tent, which he told her he re- 


ceived with the utmoſt acknowledgment of the favour 


| the had done him) to the new requeſt he had charged 


yet there's a great deal of wickedneſs in this demand, 


him to make. And when he had done, he added; But 
my princeſs, I only tell you this, as a plain account of 


What paſſed between me and my father; but leave you 


4 


this his new deſire. ran CE 
No, no, replied the fairy Paribanon, I am glad that 


to your own pleaſure, whether you will gratify or reject 


| the ſultan of the Indies knows that you are not indif- 
ferent to me; I will ſatisfy him, and whatever advice 
the magician can give him, (tor I ſee that he hearkens 


to her) he ſhall find no fault with you nor me: And 


as you will underſtand by what I am going to tell 


you. The fountain of lions is fituated in the middle 


of a court of a great caſtle, the entrance into which is 
guarded by four fierte lions, two of which ſleep alter- 
nately, while the other two are awake. But don't let 
that frighten you; I'll give you means to paſs by them 
: 
The fairy Paribanon was at that time very hard at 


work; and as ſhe had ſeveral clues of thread by her, 


ſhe took up one, and preſenting it to prince Ahmed, 
ſaid, Firſt take this clue of thread, PII tell you preſently 
the uſe of it. In the ſecond place, you muſt have two 


| horſes ; one you muſt ride yourſelf, and the other you 


muſt 
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muſt lead, which muſt be loaded with a ſheep cut into 
four quarters, that muſt be killed to-day. In the third 
place, you mult be provided with a bottle, which I 
will give you to bring the water in : Set. out early to- 
morrow morning, and when you have paſs'd the iron 
gate throw the clue of thread before you, which will 
roll t'll it comes to the gates of the caſtle : Follow it, 
and when it ſtops, as the gates wili be open, you will 
ſee the four lions; the two that are awake will, by 
their r.aring, wake the other two; but don't be fright- 
ened, but throw each of them a quarter of mutton; and 
then clap ſpurs to your horſe, and ride to the fountain; 
fill your bottle without alighting, and then return with 
the ſame expedition. The lions will be ſo buſy eating, 
they will let you paſs by them. | | 
Prince Ahmed ſet out the next morning, at the time 
appointed him by the fairy, and followed her directions 
punctually. When he arrived at the gates of the caſtle, 
he dillributed the quarters of mutton among the four 
lions, and paſſing throu; h the midſt of them with intre- 
pidity, got to the fountain, fill'd his bottle, and re- 
turned as ſafe and ſound back as he went. When he had 
got a little diſtance from the caſtle gates, he turned 
him about; and perceiving two of the lions coming 
after him, he drew his ſabre, and prepared himſelf for 
defence. But as he went forwards, he ſaw one of them 
turned out of the road at ſome diſtance; and ſhewed by 
his head and tail that he did not come to do him any 
” harm, but only to go before him, and that the other 
ſtaid behind to follow, he put his ſword up again in its 
ſcabbard. Guarded in this manner he arrived at the ca- 
pital of the Indies; but the lions never left him, till 
they had conducted him to the gates of the ſultan's pa- 
lace; after which they returned the ſame way they came, 
tho' not without frightening all that ſaw them, for all 
they went in a very gentle manner, and ſhewed no 
flerceneſs. 5 VVVßä nets ; | 
A great many officers came to attend the prince, 
while he diſmounted his horſe, and afterwards conducted 
him into the ſultan's apartment, who was at that time 
ſurrounded with his favourites. He approached towards 
the throne, laid the bottle at the ſultan's feet, and kiſs'd 
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the rich tapeſtry which cover'd his footſtool, and then 
ſaid, I have brought you, ſir, the healthful water which 
your majeſty defired ſo much to keep among your other 
rarities 1n your treaſury ; but at the ſame time wiſh you 
ſuch extraordinary health, as never to have occaſion to 
make uſe of it. a 

After the prince had made an end of his compliment, 
the ſultan placed him on his right-hand, and then ſaid 
to him, Son, I am very much obliged to you for this 
valuable preſent; as alſo for the great danger you have 


expoſed 7 7 5 to upon my account (which I have been 


informed of by a magician who knows the fountain of 


lions) but do me the pleaſure (continued he) to inform 


me by what addreſs, or rather by what incredible power, 
you have been ſecured. 73 
Sir, replied prince Ahmed, I have no ſhare in the 
compliment your majeſty is pleaſed to make me, all 
the honour is due to the fairy my ſpouſe, whoſe 


advice I followed. Then he informed the ſultan what 


' thoſe directions were, and by the relation of this his 
expedition, let him know how well he had behaved 


himſelf. When he had done, the ſultan, who ſhewed 


outwardly all the demonſtrations of great joy, but 


ſecretly became more jealous, retired into an inward 


apartment, where he ſent for the magician. 


The magician, at her arrival, ſaved the ſultan the 


trouble to tell her of the ſucceſs of prince Ahmed's 


journey, which ſhe had heard of before ſhe came, and 


therefore was prepared with an infallible means, as the 
pretended : This means ſhe communicated to the ſultan, 
who declared it the next day to the prince, in the midſt 
of all his courtiers, in theſe words, Son, ſaid he, I 
have one thing more to aſk of you; after which, I ſhall 
expect nothing more from your obedience, nor your 
Intereſt with your wife. This requeſt is, to bring me 
a man not above a foot and a half high, and whoſe 
beard is thirty foot long, who carries a bar of iron 


upon his ſhoulders of five hundred weight, which he 


uſes as a quarter-ſtaff, 


Prince Ahmed, who did not believe that there was 


ſuch a man in the world as his father deſcribed, would 
| gladly have excuſed himſelf ; but the ſultan perſiſted 
* a : on A 
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in his demand, and told him, the fairy could do more 
incredible things. 

The next day the prince returned to his dear Paribas 
non, to whom he told his father's new demand, which, 
he ſaid, he looked upon to be a thing moregimpoſſible 
than the two firſt : For, added he, I cannot imagine 
there can be ſuch a man in the world ; without doubt, 
he has a mind to try, whether or na 1 am fo lilly as to 
go about it, or he has a deſign cn my ruin, In ſhort, 
how can we ſuppoſe that I ſhould lay hold on a man ſo 
weil armed, tho” he is but little? What arms can I 
make uſe of, to reduce him to my will? If there are 
any means, I beg you wall tell them, and let me come 
off with honour this time, 


Don't affright yourſelf, prince, replied the fairy; 


you ran a riſque in fetching the water of the fountain of 


lions for your father; but there's no danger in finding 
out this man, who is my brother Schaibar; but is ſo 
far from being like me, though we both h. id the ſame 
father, that he is of ſo violent a nature, that nothing can 
prevent his giving bloody marks of his reſentment 
tor a ſlight offence; yet, on the other hand, is ſo go: d 
as to ob ige any one in Whatever they deſire. He 1s 
made exacihy as the fultan your facher has deſcribed 
him; and has no other arms than a bar of iron of ave 
hundred pounds weight, without which he never ſtirs, 
and which makes him reſpected. 1'i] ſend for him, and 
zou fall judge of the truth of what J tell you; but 
be ſure to prepare yourſelf againſt being frighted at ls 
eren figure, when you lee him. What! my 
queen, replied prince Ahmed, Do you lay Sc cbaibar 18 
your brother? Let him be ever fo ugly or cef irme, I 
ſhall be ſo far from being frighted at the ſight of lim, 
that, as our brothe;, I ſhall honour and love him. 

The fairy ordered a gold chaing-dith to be jet with 
a fire in it under the porch ot her palace, with a box 
of the ſame metal, which was a preſent to her, cut of. 
Which taking a perfume, and throwing 1 il into the fire, 
there ae a thick cloud of ſmoke. 

Some moments alter, tue fa rv-iaid to prince Ahmed, 
dee, there comes my brother. Uhe org imm ediately 
perceived Schaibar coming gravely with his heavy bar, 
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on his ſhoulder; his long beard, which he held up 
before him, and a pair of thick muſtaches, which he 
tucked behind his ears, and almoſt covered his face; 
his eyes were very ſmall, and deep ſet in his head, 
which was far from being of the ſmalleſt fize, and on 
which he wore a grenadier's cap: Beſides all this, he 
was very much hump- back'd. _ 
If prince Ahmed had not known that Schaibar was 
Paribanon's brother, he would not have been able to 
have looked at him without fear ; but knowing firit 
who he was, he ſtood by the fairy without the leaſt 
concern. = h | . 
Schaibar, as he came forwards, looked at the prince 
earneſtly enough to have chilled his blood in his veins, 
and aſked Paribanon, when he firſt accoſted her, who that 
man was? 'To"which ſhe replied, He is my huſband, 
brother ; his name 1s Ahmed ; he 1s ſon to the ſultan 
of the Indies. The reaſon why I did not invite you 
to my wedding, was, I was unwilling to divert you 
from an expedition you was engaged in, and from 
which I heard with pleaſure you returned victorious ; 
and fo took the liberty now to call for you. 
At theſe words Schaibar, looking on prince Ahmed 
favourably, ſaid, Is there any thing, ſiſter, wherein 1 


can ſerve him? It is enough to me that he is your huſ- 


band, to engage me to do for him whatever he deſires. 
The ſultan his father, replied Paribanon, has a curioſity 
to ſee you, and J defire he may be your guide to the 
ſultan's court. He needs but lead me the way, 1'll 
follow him. Brother, replied Paribanon, it is too late 
to go to-day, therefore ſtay till to-morrow morning; 
and in the mean time, Pl] inform you of all that has 
| Paſſed between the ſultan of the Indies and prince Ah- | 
med ſince our marriage. 


The next merning, after Schaibar had been informed 
of the affair, he and prince Ahmed ſet out for the ſul- 
tan's court, When they arrived at the gates of the 
capital, the people no ſooner ſaw Schaibar, but they 
ran and hid thewſ-lves ; and ſome ſhut up their ſhops, 
and locked themſelves up in their houſes, while others 
flying, communicated their fear to all they met, who 
ſtaid not to look behind them, but ran too; inſomuch 
N | | that 
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that Schaibar and prince Ahmed, as they went along, 
found the ſtreets all deſolate, till they came to the pa- 
lace, where the porters, inſtead of keeping the gates, 
ran away too; ſo that the prince and Schaibar advanced 
without any obſtacle, to the council-hall, where the ſul- 
tan was ſeated on his throne, and giving audience, Here 
likewiſe the huiſſirs, at the approach of Schaibar, aban- 
doned their poſts, and gave them free admittance. : 

Schaibar went boldly and fiercely up to the throne, 
without waiting to be preſented by prince Ahmed, and 
accoſted the 4 Op of the Indies in theſe words: Thou 
haſt aſſ d for me, ſaid he, ſee, here I am, what would'ſt 
thou have with me? Wh | 

The ſultan, inſtead of anſwering him, clapt his hands 
before his eyes, to avoid the fight of ſo terrible an ob- 
ject; at which uncivil and rude reception Schaibar was 
ſo much provoked, after he had given him the trouble 

to come ſo far, that he inſtantly lifted up his iron bar, 
and killed him, before prince Ahmed could intercede 
in his behalf. All that he could do, was to prevent his 
killing the grand viſier, who ſat not far from him, ge- 
preſenting to him that he had always given the ſultan 
his father good advice. Theſe are they then, ſaid Schai- 
bar, wiio gave him bad, and as he pronounced theſe 
words, he killed all the other viſiers and flattering fa- 
vourites of the ſultan, who were prince Ahmed's ene- 
mies; every time he ſtruck, he killed ſome one or other, 
and none eſcaped, but they who were not ſo frighted as 
to ſtand ſtaring and gaping, and who ſaved themſelves 
by flight. 5 . 

When this terrible execution was over, Schaibar came 
out of the council-hall into the midſt of the court- yard 
with the iron bar upon kis ſhoulder, and looking hard 
at the grand viſier, who owed his life to prince Ahmed, 
he ſaid, I know here is a certain magician, who is a 
greater enemy of my brother-in-law's than all theſe baſe 
favourites I have chaſtiſed; let the magician be brought 
to me preſently. The grand viſier immediately ſent for 
her, and as ſoon as ſhe was brought, Schaibar ſaid, at 
the time he fetched a ſtroke at her with his iron bar, 

Take the reward of thy pernicious council, and learn to 
teign fickneſs again. 

M 2 After 
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After this he ſaid, This is not yet enough, I will uſe 
the whole town alder the ſame manner, if they do not 
immediately acknowledge prince Ahmed my brother-in- 
law for their ſultan, and the ſultan of the Iudies. Then 
all that were there preſent made the air echo again with 
the repeated acclamations of long life to ſultan Ahmed; 
and immediately after, he was proclaimed through the 
whole town. Schaibar made him be cloathed in the 
royal veſtments, inſtalled him on the throne, and after 
he had made all ſwear homage and fidelity to him, went 
and fetched his ſiſter Paribanon, whom he brought with 
all the pomp aud grandeur imaginable, and made her 
to be owned ſultarieſs of the Ind es. 

As for prince Ali and princeſs Nouronnihar, as they 
had no hand in the conſpiracy againſt prince Ahmed, 
and knew nothing of any, priuce Ahmed aſſigned them 
a conſiderable province, with its capital, where they 
ſpent the reſt of their lives. Afterwards he ſent an of- 
cer to prince Houſſain, to acquaint him with the change, 
and make him an offer of which province he liked belt ; 
but that prince thought himſelf fo happy in his oli: ade, 
that he bid the officer return the ſultan his brother 
thanks for the kindneſs he deſigned him, aſſuring him 
of his ſubmiſſion ; and that the only favour he Fired 
of him, was to give him leave to live retired in the place 
he had made choice of for his retreat. 


The flory of the Sifters wwho envied their younger Sifler, 
HERE was a prince of Perſia, named Khol- 


rouſchah, who when he firſt came to his crown, 
to have a knowledge of the world, took a great plea- 
- ſure in night-adventures : He often diſguiſed himſelt, 
attended by a truſty miniſter diſguiſed like him, and 
rambled through the whole city, and met with a great 
many Particular adventures, which I ſhall not at preſent 
entertain your majelty with; but I hope you will hear 
with pleature, what happened to him upon his firſt ram- 
ble, which was in a little time after his acceſſion to his 
father's throne, who'dying in a good old age, left him 
heir to the kingdom of Ferſia. 
Afier 
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Tites, and his own coronation, were over, the new ſultan 
Khoſrouſchah, as well through inclination as duty, 
went out one evening, attended by his grand viſier, 
diipuiſed like himtelf, to take notice of the regularity 
obſerved by the magiſtrates. Paſſing through a ſtreet in 
that part of the town where the meaner jort of peo- 
ple liyed, he heard {ome people talking very loud; and 
going up cl ſe to che houſe from wheace the noiſe came, 
and looking through a crack in the door, perceived 
the light, and three ſiſters on a ſofa, who were entered 
into a chit-chat after iupper, By what the eldeſt fwd, 
he preſentiy underſtood the ſubje& of tieir diſcourſe 
Wits wiſhes 3 for, ſaid ſhe, ſince we have got upon 
wiihes, mine ſhall be to have the ſujtan's baker for my 


hufband, for then I ſhall eat my bellv-full of that 


| bread, which by way of excellence is called the full an's 
bread. Now Jet as fee, if your taſtes are as good as 
mine. For my part, replied the ſecond ſitter, 1 with ! 
was the ſultan's chief cook's wife, for then 1 ſhould eat 
of the molt excellent ragouts; and as 1 am perſuaded 
that the jultan's bread is common in the palace, I thould 
not want any of that; therefore you fee, filler, addreſ- 


ling herſelf to her eldeſt filter, that 1 have a better fancy 


than you. . | 


269 


Acſter the ceremonies of his deceaſed father's funeral- 


Then the youngeſt ſiſter, who was very beautiful, 


and had more charms and wit than the two eldeſt, 


ſpoke in her turn: For my part, ſiſters, ſaid ſhe, I ſhall - 


not limit my defires, but will take a higher flight; and 
ſince we are upon wiſhing, 1 wiſh to be the ſultan's wife, 
] would make him father of a prince, whoſe hair ſhall 
be gold on one fide of his head, and ſilver on the other; 
when he cries, the tears that fall from his eyes ſhall be 
pearl; and when he imiles, his vermilion 11, s ſhall look 
Uke a roſe-bud freſh blown. * 2 
The three ſiſters“ wiſhes, particularly the youngeſt's, 
ſeemed ſo ſingular to the fultan Kroſrouſchah, that he 
reſolved to gratify them in their deſires; and without 
communicating this his deſign to his grand viſier, he 
charged him only to take notice of the houſe, and bring 
the three ſiſters before him the next day. 
49 M 3 The 
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The grand viſier, in executing the ſultan's orders, 
would 5 juſt give the three ſiſters time to dreſs them- 
ſelves, and brought them to the palace, and preſented 
them to the ſultan, who ſaid to them, Do you remem- 
ber the wiſhes you made laſt night, when you were all 
in ſo pleaſant a mood? Come, Bok the truth, I muſt 
know what they were. 
At this diſcourſe the three fiſters were very much con- 
founded: They caſt down their eyes and bluſhed, and 
the colour which roſe 'in the cheeks of the youngeſt, 
quite captivated the ſultan's heart; and out of modeſty, 
and for tear they might have offended the ſultan by their 
diſcourſe, they remained ſilent. I he ſultan gueſſing at 
their thoughts, to encourage them, ſaid, Fear nothing, 
I did not ſend for you for any crime you have commit- 
ted; and ſince I ſee that the queſtion I ak you ſhocks 
you, and I know every one's with, I'll eaſe you of your 
fears. You, added he, that wiſhed to be my wife, you 
ſhall have your deſire this day; and you, continued he, 
addrefling himſelf to the two eldeſt ſiſters, you ſhall 
alſo be married to my chief baker and cook, 
As ſoon as the ſultan had declared his pleaſure, the 
_ youngeſt ſiſter, ſetting her eldeſt an example, threw her- 
elf at the fultan's feet, to expreſs her acknowledgment. 
Sir, ſaid ſhe, my wiſh, ſince it is come to your majeſty's 
knowledge, was only made by way of diſcourſe and 
amuſement : I am unworthy of the honour you do me, 
and aſk pardon for my boldneſs. The two other liſters 
would have excuſed themſelves alſo ; but the ſultan in- 
terrupting them, ſaid, No, no, it hall be ſo, every one's 
wiſh ſhall be fulfilled. 
The nuptials were all celebrated that day, as the 
ſultan had reſolved, but after a different manner, The 
youngeſt ſiſter's were ſolemnized with all the rejoicings | 
u.ual at the marriages of the ſultans of Perſia ; and the 
other two ſiſters according to the quality and düſtinction 
of their huſbands ; the one as the ſultan! $ chief baker, 
and the other as head cook. | = 
The two elder ſiſters thought the diſproportion of 
\ theis marriages infinitely great, and this conſideration 
made them far from being content, though they ve19 
arrive 
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arrived at the utmoſt height of their wiſhes, and much 
beyond their hopes: They were ſo much poſſeſſed with 
envy, that it not only diſturbed their own joy, but was 
the cauſe of great troubles and afflictions to the ſultaneſa 
their younger ſiſter. But at that time they had not an 
opportunity to communicate their thoughts to each 
other upon the preference the ſultan had given their 
younger ſiſter to their pre udice, but were altogether em- 
pl; yed in dretling themſelves againſt the celebration of 
their marriages, Some days atterwards, when they had 
an opportunity of ſeeing each other at the publick balls, 
the eldeſt fifter ſaid to the other, Well, ſiſter, what ſay 
you to our ſiſter's great fortune? Is not ſhe a fine perſon 
to be a ſultaneſs! I muſt own, ſaid the other ſiſter, 1 
cannot conceive what charms the ſultan could diſcover 
in her, to be ſo bewitched by a young jade: That be- 
cauſe ſhe was ſomewhat younger than us, was that a 
reaſon ſufficient for him to preter her! You were as 
worthy of his bed, and in juſtice he ought to have made 
choice of you. | 
Sitter, ſaid the elder, I ſhould not have ſaid any 


thing, if the ſultan had but pitched upon you; but that 
he ſhould chooſe that pert ſlut, is what grieves me; but 
4 will revenge myſelf; and you, I think, are as much 
concerned as me; therefore I would have us concert 


meaſures together, and communicate to me which way 


you can imagine to mortify her, while I, on my fide, 


will inform you what my deſire of revenge ſhall ſuggeſt 

to me. | : 
After this wicked plot, the two ſiſters ſaw each other 

very frequently, and conſulted how they might diſturb 


and interrupt the happineſs of the ſultaneſs their younger 


ſiſter. "They propoted a great many ways, but in de- 


liberating about the manner of executing them, they 


found io many difficulties, that they durſt not attempt 
them. In the mean time, they often went together to 


make her viſits with a deteſtable diſſimulation, and 
every time gave her all the marks of friendſhip they 


could imagine, to perſuade her how overjoyed they 
were to have a lifter raiſed to ſo high a fortune. The 
ſultaneſs, for her part, always received them with all 
the demonſtrations of eſteem and value they could 


M 4 expect 
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expect from a ſiſter, who was not puffed up with her 
high dignity, and loved them as cordially as before. 

Some months after their marriage, the ſultaneſs found 
herſelf to be with child; upon which the fultan exprefted 
great joy, which was communicated to all the court, and 
10 ſpread throughout the capital city, and all Pertia, 
Upon this news the two fiſters came to pay their com— 
Pliments, and entering into a diſcourſe with their fiſter 
about her lying- in, they proffered their ſervice to de- 
liver her, deſiring her, if the was not provided with a 
midwife, to accept of them. 

The ſultaneſs ſaid to them moſt obliging! 'y, Siſters, I 
ſhould deſire no better, if it was abſolutely in my power 
to make choice of you; however, I am obliped to You 
for your good-will, but muſt ſubmit to do as the ſultan 
thinks fit. Let your huſbands make intereit, aud get 
ſome courtier to a'k this favour of the ſultan; and if 
he ſpeaks to ine about it, be aſſured, that I ſhall not 
only expreſs the pleaſure he does me, but thank him tor 
making choice of you, 

The two huſbands applied themſelves to ſome cour- 
tiers their patrons, and begged of them to uſe their in- 
tereſt to procure their wives the honour they aſpired to. 
Thoſe patrons interceded ſo much in their behalf, as 
that the ſultan promiſed them to conſider of it, and was 
as good as his word; for in converſation with the ſul- 


taneſs on that affair; he told her, that he thought her 


ſiſters were the moſt proper perſons to aſſiſt her in her 
labour; but did not think to name and appoint them 
to be her midwives, before he had aſked her conſent. 
The ſultaneſs, ſenſible of the deference the ſultan o 
obli, ingly paid her, ſaid to him, Sir, J am ready to do 
as your majefty ſhall pleaſe to command me; but ſince 
you have been ſo kind as to think of my filters, | thank 
you for that regard you have ſhewn them for my ſake; 
and therefore 1 {bali not diſſemble with you, but tell 
you, I had rather have thein than rangers. 

Then the ſultan Khoſrouſchah named the ſalraneſe O 
two ſiſters to be her midwives; and from that time 
they paſſed to and tro to the palace, overjoyed at the 
3 they LOU have of exccuting the _ K 

able 
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able wickedneſs they had meditated againit the ſultaueſs 
their ſiſter. | 

When the ſultaneſs's reckoning was out, ſhe was 
ſafely delivered of a young prince, as bright as the 
day ; but neither his innocence nor beauty were capa- 
ble of moving the cruel hearts of the mercilets ſitters, 
They wrapp'd him up careleſly in his blankets, and 
put him into a little baſket, which they abandoned to 
the ſtream of a {mall canal, which ran under the ſul- 
taneſs's apartment, and declaring ſhe was delivered of 
a little dead dop, which they produced. This diſagree- 
able news was preſently told to the ſultan, who con- 


ceived ſo much grief and anger thereat, as might 


have proved fatal to the ſultaneſs, if his grand viſier 
had not repreſented to him, that he could not, without 
injuſtice, make her anſwerable tor the variations of 
nature. 

In the mean time, the baſket in which 5 little 
| prince was expoied, was carried by the ſtream beyond, 
a wall, which limited the proſpect. of the ſultaneſs's 
apartment, and from thence floated with the current 
down the gardens. By chance the intendant of the ſul- 
tan's gardens, one of the principal and moſt confiderable 
officers of the kingdom, was walking by the fide of this 
canal, and perceiving a baſget floating, called to a gar- 
e who was not far off, and bid him come preſentiy | 
to him, and reach him that baſket, which he ſhewed 
him, that he might ſee what was in it. The gardener, 
with a ſpade he had in his hand, brought the baſket to the 
{ide of the canal, and took it up, and gave it to him. 

The intendant of the gardens was extremely ſur- 
priſed to fee a child in the baſker, which though he 
eaſily knew it to be but juſt born, had very fine features. 
This intendant had been married ſeveral years, and. 
though he had always been deſirous of having children, 
heaven had never bleſſed him with any. Lis accident 

interrupted his walk: He made the gardener tollow him 
with the child; and when he came to his own houſe, 
which was ſituated at the entrance into the gardens of 
the palace, he went into his wife's apartment. Wife, 
ſaid he, as we have no children of our own, God has. 
ent us a boy here; Ir:commend hi to you ; provide: 
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him a nurſe preſently, and take as much care of him 
as if he were our own ſon; for from this moment I ac- 
knowledge him as ſuch. The intendant's wife received 
the child with a great deal of joy, and took a great 


pleaſure in having the care of him. The intendant 


| himſelf would not enquire too narrowly, from whence 
the child came, but knew very well it came not far 
off the ſultaneſs's apartment, and that it was not his 


buſineſs to examine too far into ſecrets, nor to create 


diſturbances, 
The year after the ſultaneſs was Wendt to bed of 
another prince, on whom the ill- natured ſiſters had no 


more compaſſion than of his brother, but expoſed him 


Iikewiſe in a baſket, and ſet him adrift in the canal, 


pretending this time that the ſultaneſs was delivered of 


a cat. It was happy alſo for this child, that the inten- 


dant of the gardens was walking by the canal-ſide, who 


had it carried to his wife, and charged her to take as 
much care of it as of the firſt; Which ſuited as well her 
inclination, as it was agreeable to the intendant. 
The ſultan of Parſia was more enraged this time 
again ſt the ſultaneſs than before, and ſhe had felt the 
effects of his anger, if the grand viſier by his remon- 
ſtrances, had not oppoſed him. | 
The :hird time the ſultancſs lay in, ſhe was deliver'd 


of a princeſs, which innccent babe underwent the 


ſame fate as the princes her brothers, but was pre- 
ſerved from a certain death by the compaſſion and cha- 
rity of che intendant, as well as the two princes her 
brothers. 


To this inhumanity the two fiſters added a he, and 


uſed the ſame cheat as before. IT'hey produced a piece 
of wood and affirmed it to be a mole 42 ch the ſultanets 
Was delivered of. 


The ſultan Khoſrouſchah could no longer contain 


himſelf when he was informed of the news: What! 
ſaid he, this woman, unworthy of my bed, will fill my 
prince with monſters! Let her live! No, 1t ſhall not 
e, added he. ſhe is a monſter herſelf, aud I will rid 
the world of her. He pronounced this ſentence of death, 
and ordered the grand viſier to take care to have her 
executed, | | 
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The grand viſier, and the courtiers who were pre— 
ſent, caſt themſelves at the ſultan's feet, to beg of 
him to revoke that ſentence, Your majeſty, 1 hope, 
will give me leave, ſaid the grand viſier, to repreient 
to you, that the laws which condemn perſons to death, 


were made to puniſh crimes ; the three extraordinary 


lyings-in of the fultaneſs are not crimes; for in what 
can the be ſaid to have contributed towards them? A 


great many other women have done, and do the fame 


every day, and are to be pitied, but not puniſhed, Your 
majeſty may abſtain from ſeeing her, and let her live. 
The affl ction in which ſhe will ſpend the reſt of her life, 
after the loſs of your favour, will be a puniſhment great 
enough. 
The ſultan of Perſia conſidered with himſelf, and 
ound that it was injuſtice in him to condemn the ſul- 


taneſs to death, and ſaid, Let her live then; I will give 


her life; but it ſhall be on this condition, that ſhe 


ſhall deſire to die more than once a day. Let a place 


be built for her at the gate of the principal moique, 
with iron bars to the windows, and let her be put into 
it, in the coarſeſt habit ; and every muſſelwan that ſhall 
go into the moſque to prayers, ſhall {pit in her face: 
If any one fail, I will have him expoſed to the ſame 
pun.ſhment; and that! may be punQually obeyed, I 
charge you, viſier, to appoint perſons to ſee this dune. 
The ſultan pronounced this laſt ſenteace in a tone of 
ſo much reſolution, that the grand viſier durſt not open 
his mouth; and it was executed to the great ſatisfac- 
tion of the two envious ſiſters. A cage or lodge was. 
built, and the ſultaneſs, truly worthy of compaſſion, as 
ſoon as her month was up, was put into it, and expoſed 
ignominiouſly to the contempt of the people; Which 
uſage, as ſhe did not deſerve, the bore wich a great deal 
of conſtancy and retolution, to the admiration, as well 
as compaſſion, of thoſe who judged better things than 


the vulgar. 


The two princes and the princeſs were nurſed and 
brought up by the intendant of the gardens and his 
wife, with all the tenderneſs of a true father and mo- 


ther; and as they advanced in age, they all ſhewed 


marks of 9 greatneſs, and the Ker: in par- 
| ticular, 
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ticular, a charming beauty, which increaſed the affec- 
- tions of the intendant and his wife, who called the 
name of the eldeſt prince Bahman, and the ſecond Per- 
viz, both names of the moſt ancient ſultans of Perſia, 
and the princeſs, Parizade, whoſe name alſo had been 
borne by {everal ſultaneſſes. 

As ſoon as the two princes were old enough, the in- 
tendant provided proper maſters to teach them to read 
and write; and the princeſs their ſiſter, who was often 
with them when they were learning their leſſons, ſnew- 
ing a great deſire to learn to read and write, tho' much 
younger than they, the intendant was ſo much taken 
with that diſpoſition of hers, that he ordered the maſter 
to teach her allo, who by emulation, and her pretty 
lively, and piercing wit, became in a little time as great 
a proficient as her brothers. 

From that time the brothers and fiſter bad all the 
ſame maſters in other aris and ſciences, as geography, 
hiſtory, &c. all which came ſo eaſily to them, and in a 
little time they made ſo wonderful a progreſs, that their 
maſters were amazed, and frankly owned, that if they 
held on fo but a little longer, they could teach them no 
farther. 

At the hours given them for their re creation, the 
| princeſs learned to ſing, and play upon all forts of in- 
firameatsz and when the princes were learning to 
mount the managed horſe, and to ride, ſhe would not 
permit them to have that advantage over her, but went 
through all exerciſes with them, learning to ride the 
great horſe, bend the bow, and dart the Javelin, and 
oftentimes excelled in them, 

_ The 1ntendant of the gardens was 00 overjoyed to 
find his adopted children ſo accompliſhed in all the 
perfections of body and mind, and that they anſwered 
ſo well the charge he had been at upon their educa- 

tion, that he reſolved to be {ill at a greater expence ; 
for whereas he had till then been content only with 
his houſe at the entrance of the garden, and kept no 
country-houſe, he, upon their account, purchaſed a 
country-ſeat at a ſmall diſtance from the town, and la d 
out a great ſum of money there in arable land, meadows 
and woods, As the houle was not fine, nor large 


enough, 
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enough, he pulled it down, and ſpared no expence to 
make it magnificent. He went every day to haſten by - 
his preſence, the great number of workmen he had at 
work; and as ſoon as one apartment was finiſhed, and fit 
to, receive him, he ſtayed there for ſeveral days together, 
when his preſence was not neceſſary at court; and by 
his diligence, the houſe was finiſhed anſwerable to. the 
magnificence of the ediſice. Afterwards he made gar- 
dens, according to the plan he had drawn out, and the 
mar ner of the great lords in Perfia, and took in a large 
compaſs of ground for a park, which he walled round 
and ftock'd with fatlow deer, that the princes and. 
princeſs might divert themſelves with hunting when, 
they pleaſed, . 1 3 ; 
When this country-ſeat was finiſhed, the intendant 1 
of the gardens went and caſt himſelf at the ſultan's. bs 
feet, and after repreſenting to him how long he had. 4 9 
ſerved him, and the infirmities he found growing upon 
him, he begged he might deliver vp his charge and 
poſt, and retire. The ſuſtan gave him leave, and the 
jooner, becauſe he was ſatisfied of his long ſervices, both: 
in his father's reign, and during his. own ; and before 
he went from him, he aſked him what recompenie he 
fould give him! Sir, repiy'd the intendant of the gar- 
dens, I have received fo many obligations from your 
majeſty, and the late ſultan your father, of happy me- 
morvy, that I deſire no more than the honour of, dying 
in your favour. _ | 
He took his leave of the ſultan Khoſrouſchah, and: 
afterwards retuin'd to the country-retreat he had built, 
with the two princes Bahman and Perviz, and the prin- 
ceſs Parizade ; for his wife ſhe had been dead ſome years, 

. and he himſelf had lived nor above ſix months with. 
E tem before he was ſurpriſed by ſo ſudden a death, that. 
nus had not time to give them the leaſt account of their 
birth, which he had re{clved to do that night, They 
b lived as they always had done, and agreeable to the 
: education he had given them. — 

I he princes Bahman and Perviz, and the princeſs. 
, Parizade, who knew no other than that the intendant 
5 of the ſultan's gardens was their father, regretted and 

: : bewailed him as ſuch, and paid him all the honours in 

: „„ 
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his funeral obſequies, which their duty and gratitude re- 
ey of them. They were content with the plenti- 
ful fortune he left them, and lived together in a perfect 
| union, free from the ambition of dittinguiſhing them 
ſelves at court in places of great honour, which they 
| might eaſily have compaſſed. | 
One day when the two princes were at an hunting, 
1 and the princeſs Parizade ſtay'd at home, a religious 
old woman came to the gate, and deſired leave to go in 
to ſay her prayers, it being then the hour. The fer- 
vants went and aſked the princeſs's leave, who order'd 
them to ſhew her into the oratory, which the intendant 
had taken care to fit up in his houſe for want of a 
| _ . moſque in the ne ghbourhood, and bid them alſo, after 
[! ſhe had done prayers, ſhew her the houſe and gar- 
dens, and then bring her to her. 
Ihe religious old woman went into the oratory, ſaid 
| Her prayers, and when ſhe came out again, two of the 
princeſs's women, who waited on her, invited her to 
ſee the houſe and gardens ; which civility ſhe accepted 
of, and followed them from one apartment to another, 
and obſerved, as a perſon who underitood what belonged 
to turniture, the nice diſpoſition of every thing. Af 
| terwards ſhe was conducted to the princeſs, who waited 
for her in the great hall, which 1n propriery, beauty, 
and richneſs, exceeded al: the apartments ſhe had aduured 
Bae. + . . 
As ſoon as the princeſs ſaw the devout woman, ſhe 
ſaid to her, Good mother, come near and fit down by 
me, I am overjoyed at the happineſs of having the op- 
portunity of profiting for ſome moments by the good ex- 
ample and diſcourſe of ſuch a perſon as you, who has 
taken the right way, by dedicating yourielf to the fer- 
vice of God; 1 wiſh every body were as Wie. 
The religious women, inſtead of fitting upon a ſofa 
would only fit upon the edge of it, but the princeſs. 
wou. d not permit her to do ſo, but got off her ſcat, and 
taking her by the hand, obliged her to come and ſit 
by her. ihe good woma!,, ſenſible of the civility, 
ſaid, Madam, 1 ought not to have ſo much reſpect 
ſhewi: me; but fince you command me, I will obey 
you. When ſue had tat down, before they entered into 
any 
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any converſation, one of the princeſs's women brought 


a little table of mother of pearl and ebony, with a 
hina diſh of cakes upon it, and a 1 many others 
Il of fruits in ſeaſon, and wet and dry-fweet-meats: 


ſet round it. 


The princeſs took up one of the cakes, and preſent- 
ing her with it, ſaid, Come eat, good mother, and make 
choice of what you hke beſt ; you had need to have 


EY on your ſtomach, after coming ſo far. Ma- 


dam, replied the good woman, I am not uſed to eat 


fuch nice things; but will not refuſe what God has ſent 


me by ſo liberal a hand. 


While the religious woman was eating, the princeſs. 


ate ſomething too, to bear her company, and aſked her 
a great many queſtions upon the exerciſe of her devotion, 
and how ſhe lived: All which queſtions ſhe anſwered. 


wich great modeſty, Talking of ſeveral things, at laſt 


ſhe aſk'd her how ſhe liked the houſe ? 

Madam, anſwered the devotce, I muſt certainly have 
very bad judgment to diſapprove of it, ſince it is beau- 
tiful, re_ular, and magnificently furniſhed, and all its 
ornaments well ad juſted: Its fituation is in an agreeable: 
and pleaſant part of the country, and no gardens can 


be more delightful; but yet if you will give me leave 


to ſpeak my mind freely, 1 wil! cake the liberty to tell 
you, that this houſe would be incomparable, if it had 
three things which I know of. My good mother re- 


| plied the princeſs Parizade, what are thoſe three things? 


I conjure you, in God's name, to tell me what they 
are: Þ11 ſpare nothing to have them, if it is poſſible to 
get them. NN ET 0 
Madam, reply'd the devotee, the firſt of theſe three 
things is the talking bird, which is called Bulbulkezer, 
and 1s ſo ſingular a creature, that it can call all the 


ſinging birds about it, which come to accompany him 


with their, ſongs; the {econd is the ſinging tree, the 
leaves of which are ſo many mouths, which form an 
harmonious concert of different voices, and never ceaſes, 
The third thing is the yellow or golden water, a ſingle 


pot of which being brought in a proper veſſel, and 


poured into a large baſon made for it in any garden, 
Fs : 5 aÞ 
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it fills it immediately, and forms a fountain, which 


continually plays, and yet never overflows the baſon. 

Ah! my good mother, cry'd the princeſs, how much. 
am J obliged to you for er . of theſe things! 
they are ſurpriſing, and I never heard of ſuch curious 
and wonderful things before; hut as I am well perſua- 
ded, that you know where they are, I expect that you 


| ſhould do me the favour to tell me. 


Madam, replied the good woman, I ſhould be un- 
worthy of the hoſpitality you have with fo much bounty 


 ſhewed me, if I ſhould refuſe to ſatisfy your curioſity 


in that point, and am glad to have the honour to tell 
you, that. theſe three things are to be met with on the 
confines of this kingdom, towards India; the road lies 
before your houſe, and whoever you ſend, need: but to 


follow twenty days, and on the twentieth let him but 


aſk the firſt perſon he meets, where the talking bird, 
ſinging tree, and yellow water are, and he will be in- 
formed. After theſe words ſhe roſe from her ſeat, took 
her leave, and went her way, _ . 

The princeſs Parizade's thoughts were ſo taken up. 


with what the religious woman had told her of the 


talking bird, ſinging tree, and yellow water, that ſhe 
never perceived when ſhe went away, till ſhe was going 
to aſk her ſome queſtions, for her better information; 
for ſhe thought that what ſhe had told her was not ſuf- 
ficient to expoſe herſelf to undertake a journey to no 
' purpoſe ; however, ſhe would not ſend after her to 
* her back, but endeavoured to remember all ſhe 
had told her; and when ſhe thought ſhe had recollected 


every word, ſhe took a great pleaſure in thinking of 


the ſatisfaction ſhe ſhould have, if ſhe could pet theſe 
wonderful things into her poſſeilion ; but then again, the, 
difficulties ſhe apprehended, and the fear of not ſuc- 
ceeding, made her very uneaſy, | . 


* 


She was loſt in theſe thoughts, when her brothers 
returned from hunting; who, when they entered the 
reat-hall, inſtead of finding her merry and briſk as ſhe. 


_ uſed to be, were amaz'd to ſee her ſo penſive, and hang 
down her head, as if ſomething troubled her, | 


Sitter, ſaid prince Bakinan, what is become of all 
your mirth and pleaſantry? What! are you not wel 
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or has ſome misfortune befel you? Have you any reaſon 
to be ſo melancholy ? Come, tel] us, that we may do 
what is becoming us, and give you ſome relief; If any 
body affronted you, we will revenge it. 


The princeſs Parizade remained in the ſame poſture 


ſome time; but at laſt ited up her eyes to look at her 
brothers, and then held them down again, telling them 
nothing difturbed her, 

Ah! ſiſter, ſaid prince Bahman, you hide the truth 
from us, and I am ſure there's ſomething extraordi- 
nary makes you ſo grave; it is 1mpoſiible, tor the ſhort 


time we have been abſent, we could abſerve ſo ſudden 


a change, if nothing was the matter with you. You 
would not have us fatisfied with the anſwer you have 
given us: Don't conceal any thing from us, unleſs you 
would have us believe that you rencunce our friendſhip, 
and the ſtrict union we have hitherto preſerved from our 
fancy, 


The princeſs, unwilling to break wth her brothers: 


| would not let them long entertain ſuch a thought or 


ſuſpicion, but ſaid, When I told you nothing diſturbed 
me, I meant nothing that was of any great importance, 
either to you or me; but ſince you preſs me to tell you 
by our ſtrict union and friendſhip, Iwill. You think, 

and I always believed ſo too, that this houſe, which our 
father has built, was compleat in every thing; but 
this day I have learned that it wants three things, 
which would render it ſo perfect, that no country- ſeat 
could be compared with it. Theſe three things are the 
talking bird, the ſinging tree, and the golden water: 
ard after the had informed them of the excellency of 
theſe three rarities, A religious women, added ſhe, has 


made this difcovery to me, and told me the place 


where they are to be found, and the way thither; per- 
haps you may imagine theſe things trifles, and our houſe 
without theſe additions fine enough ; but think what 
you pleaſe, for my part, I muſt tell you, that | am 
perſuaded they are ab.olutely neceſſary, and ] ſhall not 
therefore whether ycu value- 
them or not, I defire you to give me your opinion, 
what perſon you may think proper to ſend on this con- 


queſt. 
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Siſter, replied prince Bahman, nothing can concern 
you, which we have not an equal intereſt in: It is 
enough you have a deſire for tlie things you mention, 
to oblige us to endeavour to get them; but if you had 
not, we might; I am perſuaded my brother is of my 
opinion, and therefore we ought to undertake this con- 
queſt, as you call it; for the importance and ſingulari- 


ty of it deſerves that name, and I will take that charge 


upon myſelf; tell me only the place, and the way to 
it, and 1 will defer my journey no longer than till to- 
morrow. | 
Brother, ſaid prince Perviz, it is not convenient that 
you, who are the prop and ſtay of the family, ſhould 


be abſent ſo long; I deſire my filter would join with 


me to oblige you to abandon your deſign, and think 


well of my going; I hope I may be able to acquit 


muyſelf as well, and things will be more in order at 
home. I am perſuaded, brother, of your good will, 
rephed prince Bahman, and that you will acquit your- 
ſeit, as well or better, than me in this journey; but 


it is a thing J have reſolved on, and will do; and I 


have no occaſion to recommend to you the neceſſity of 
ſtaying at home with our ſiſter. The remainder of 
that day he ſpent-in making proviſions for his journey, 
and informing himſelf from the princeſs, of the di- 


rections the devotee left her, that he might not miſs his 


Way. | | 3 5 
The next morning early, prince Bahman took horſe, 
and prince Perviz, and the princeſs Parizade, who 


would ſee him ſet out, embraced, and wiſhed him a 
good journey; but in the midſt of their adieus, the 
Princeſs remembered one thing, which ſhe never thought 


on before, Alas! brother, ſaid ſhe, I had quite for- 

ot the accidents which attend travellers ; who knows 
whether I ſhall ever ſee you again? Alight, I befeech 
you, and do not go this journey, I would rather be 
deprived of the ſight and poſſeſſion of the talking bird, 


ſinging tree, and yellow water, than run the riſque of : 


never ſeeing you more. | _ 
Siſter, replied prince Bahman, ſmiling at the ſudden 

fears of the princeſs Parizade, my reſolution is fixed, 

and was it not, I ſhould determine upon it now. The 
if | acci- 
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accidents you ſpeak of befal but thoſe who are unfor- 


nate. Tis true, I may be of that number; but there 


are more who are not ſo, than who are; but as events 
are doubtful, and I may fail in this undertaking, all L 
can do 1s to leave you this knife. | 

Then prince Bahman pulling a knife out of his 
pocket, and preſenting it in the ſheath to the princeſs, 
ſaid, Here, ſiſter, take this knife and give yourſelf the 
trouble ſometimes to pull it out of the ſheath ; when 
you ſee it clean, as it is now, it ſhall be a ſign that 1 
am alive; but if you find it ſtained with blood, then 
you may beheve me dead, and favour me with your 

prayers. _ 

The princeſs Parizade could obtain nothing more of 
prince Bahman, who bid her and prince Perviz adieu 
for the laſt time, and rode away well mounted, arm'd 
and equipp'd ; and when he got into the road, never 
turn'd to the right hand nor to the left, but went di- 
rectly forwards towards India. The twentieth day he 
perceived on the road fide an old man, the ſight of 
whom was frightful, who ſat under a tree ſome ſmall 
diſtance from a thatch'd houſe, which Was his habi- 


| tation. | 


His eye-brows were as white as ſnow, and ſo was 
the hair of his head; his muſtaches turned up to his 
noſe, and with his beard, which reached down to his. 
waiſt, hid his mouth. The nails of his hands and feet 
were grown to an exceſſive length; his hat was ſlouched 


about his ears; he had no cloaths, but only a mat was 


thrown over his ſhoulders. 

This good old man was a derviſe, who had for many 
years retired from the world, and had neglected him- 
ſelf, and went in that manner to give himſelf up entire- 
ly to the ſervice of Gd. | 

Prince Bahman, who had been all that morning very 
diligent to ſee if he could meet with any body that 


could give him information of the place he was going 


to, ſtopp'd when he came near the derviſe, and alight 
from off his horſe, to be the more conformable to the 
directions the religious woman had given the princeſs. 


| Parizade, and leading his horſe by the bridle, advanced. 


towards 


. 
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towards him, and faluting him, ſaid, God prolong your 


good days, good father, and ful your deſires. 
Ihe derviſe return'd the prince's ſalute, but ſo un- 
intelligibly, that he could not underſtand one word he 


ſaid: Prince Bahman perceiving that this obſtruction of 


ſpeech proceeded from the derviſe's muſtaches hanging 
over his mouth, and at the ſame time unwilling to 90 
any farther without the inſtructions he wanted, he pull'd 
out a pair of ſciſſars he had about him, having tied 
his horſe faſt to a tree, faid to the derviſe, Honeſt friend, 
J want to have ſome talk with you, but your muſta- 
ches prevent my underſtanding what you ſay; aud if 
you will conſent, I will cut off ſome part of them, and 
your eye-brows, which disfigure you to much, that you 
look more like a bear than a man. 


The derviſe never oppoſed the prince, but let him do 
what he would; and when the prince had cut off as 


much hair as he thought fit, he perceived that the der- 
viſe had a good clear freſh ſkin, and that he was not ſo 
old as he appeared to be. Honeſt deri e, ſaid he, if 
I had a glats, I would ſhew you how young you look; 
you are now a man, but before, nobody could ell 


what you were, 


Ihe careſſes and behaviour of prince Bakman, 3 
the derviſe ſmile, and return his compliment. Sir, ſaid 
he, whoever you are, I am infinitely obliged to you 
for the favour you have done me, and am. ready to ſhew 


my acknowledgment, by doing any thing for you that 
hes in my power ; you muſt have alighted here upon 


ſome account or other, therefore tell me what it is, and 
I'll endeavour to ſerve you if I can. 

Good derviſe, replied prince Bahman, I have come 
a great way, and am 1n ſearch after the talking bird, 


and ſinging tree, and yellow water; I know theſe three 


things are not far from hence, but cannot tell exactly 
the place where they are to be found; if you know, I 
conjure you to ſhew me the way, that L may not miſtake 
it, and loſe my labour. 

The prince, while he ſpoke, obllrvel that the der- 


viſe changed countenance, held down his eyes,” and 


look'd very ſerious, and inſtead of making any reply, 


remained {lent ; wich obliges. lim to ſay to him again, 


Good 
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Good father, I fancy you did not hear me; tell me 


whether you know what I aſked you or not, that I may. 


not loſe my time, but inform myſelf ſomewhere elſe. 


At laſt the derviſe broke ſilence; Sir, ſaid he to 


prince Bahman, I know the way you aſk of me, but 


J the friendſhip which I conceived for you the firſt mo- 


ment I faw you, and which is grown ſtronger by the 


favour you have done me, kept me in ſuſpenſe, to 


know whether I ſhould give you the ſatis faction you de- 

ſire. What motive can hinder it, replied the prince? 
and what difficulties do you find in it? I'll tell you, re- 
plied the derviſe, the danger you are going to ex- 


poie yourſelf to is greater than you believe it to be. 


A great number of fine geatlemen, who have had as 


much bravery and courage as you can have, paſſed by 


here, and aſked me the ſame queſtion you do now; and 


when I had uſed all my endeavours to perſuade them to 


deſiſt, they would not believe me; at laſt I have yielded 
to their importunities, and againl my will ſhewed them 
the way, and I can aſſure you, they have all periſhed, 


and not one came back again; therefore if you have 


any regard for your life, take my advice, go no farther, 
but return home, | 

Prince Bahman perſiſted in his reſolution. I am 
obliged to you, ſaid he to the derviſe, for the friend— 
{1p you expres for me, but will not believe that your 
advice is ſincere ; but whatever the danger may be you 
tell me of, nothing ſhall make me change my intent; 
whoever attacks me, 1 am well arm'd, and can ſay 1 
am as brave as any one: But they who ſhall attack 
you are not to be ſeen, replied the derviſe, for there 
are a great many of them; how will you defend your- 


ſelf againſt invitible perions ? "Pts no matter what you 


ſay, anſwered the prince, you ſhall not pertuade me 
from wy deſign ; and fince you know the way, I ccn- 
jure you once more to tell me, and not refutc me that 
favour, 


When the derviſe found he could not WTR upon 


prince Bahman, and that he was obſtinately bent to 


Purſue his zoufney, notwithſtanding the wholeſome ad- 


vice he crave him, he put his hand into a bag that lay 


by him, aud pulled out a bowl, which he pieſented to 


him, 
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286 ARABIAN NIO HTS | 
him. Since I cannot get you to hear me, and take 
my advice, ſaid he, take this bowl, and when you are 
on horſeback, throw it before you, and follow it to the 
foot of a mountain, where it will ſtop. As ſoon as 
the bowl ſtops, alight, and leave your horſe with the' 
bridle over his neck, and he'II ſtand in the ſame place 
till you return, As bog go up the hill, you will ſee 
on your right and left hand, a great quantity of large 
black ſtones, and will hear on all ſides of you confuſed 
voices, which will ſay a thouſand injurious things to 
you to diſcourage you, and prevent your climbing up 
the hill: But you muſt have a care, leſt you be Aa 
and above all things, not to turn your head and look 
behind you; for in that inſtant that you do, you will 
be changed into ſuch a ſtone as thoſe you ſee, which are 
all ſo many gentlemen, who have failed in this enter- 
priſe. . If you eſcape the great danger which | give 
you but a light deſcription of, that you might think of 
it, and get to the top of the mountain, you will ſee a 
Cage, and in that cage is the bird you ſeek ; aſk him 
for the ſinging tree, and the yellow water, and he will 
ſhew you where they are. I have nothing more to ſay, 
fince I have told you what to do, and what danger you 
muſt avoid ; but if you would believe me, you would 
take my advice, and not expoſe your life. Conſider 
once more while you have time, that the difficulty is 
almoſt inſuperable, ſince it is almoſt impoſſible to arm 
yourſelf againſt that ſurpriſe, as you may well com- 
prehend. 5 8 
I am very much obliged to you for your advice, re- 
- plied prince Bahman, after he had receiv'd the bowl, 
Lat cannot follow it; however, Pl] endeavour to con- 
form myſelf to that part of it, which bids me not 
look behind me, and hope to come and ſee you again 
ſoon, and thank you more when I have got what 1 am 
in ſearch after. After theſe words, to which the der- 
viſe made no other anſwer than that he ſhould be over- 
joyed to ſee him again, he mounted his horſe, took his 
leave of the derviſe, with a low bow, and threw the bowl 
before him. no og SD 
The bow] rolled away, and at the laſt had as much 
 ſrength as when prince Bahman firſt delivered it 5 
a N 4 ; 0 
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of his hand, which obliged him to put his horſe to a 
good pace to follow it, and when it came to the foot 
of the mountain, it ſtopped as the derviſe ſaid. The 
prince alighted from off his horſe, which never ſtirred 
off the ſpot; and having firſt looked up the mountain, 
and ſeen the black ſtones, afterwards began to climb up 
it, but had not gone four ſteps, before he heard the 
voices, tho' he could ſce nobody: Some ſaid, where's 
that raſh man going? What would he have? don't let 
him paſs. Others, ſtop him, catch him, kill him; and 
others again as loud as thunder, Ah! thief! murderer ! 
aſs! aſſaſſin! while ſome in a gibing tone, cried, No, 
no, don't hurt him ; let the pretty thing paſs, we keep 
the bird and cage for him. 
Notwithſtanding all thoſe troubleſome voices, prince 
Bahman mounted with courage and reſolution, but the 
voices increaſing their noiſe both behind and before 
him, at laſt he was frighted, his legs trembled under 
him, he reeled, and preſently ſound that all his ſtrength 
and courage failed him; he forgot the derviſe's advice, 
turned about to run down the hill, and was that inſtant 
changed into a black ſtone, which metamorphoſis had 
happened to many more beſides him, who had attemp- 
ted the ſame thing. His horie likewiſe underwent the 
ſame fate. FEED > Ne 
From the time of prince Bahman's departure, the vol 
princeſs Parizade always wore the knife and ſheath in 
ber girdle, and pulled it out ſeveral times in a day, to 
know whether her brother was alive; and-oftentimes ſhe 
and prince Perviz, who often aſked her what news, 
diſcourſed together on that ſubjeR. 
; On the fatal day that prince Bahman was metamor- 
 pholed into a ſtone, as prince Perviz and the princeſs 
were talking together in the evening, as uſual, the 
prince deſired his filter to pull out the knife, to know | 
> How their brother did. The princeſs pulled out the 
knife, and looking upon it, ard ſeeing the blood run 
don the point, was ſeized with ſo much horror and 
grief, that the threw it down, Ah! my dear brother, 
> cried ſhe; I have been the cauſe of your death, and 
” fhall never ſee you more! How unhappy am I! Why 
h 5 did I tell you of the talking bird, ſinging tree, and yel- 
* ö | 
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low water; or rather, what matter of importance was 
it to me, to know whether the religious woman thought 


this houſe ugly or handſome, or complete or not? I 


wiſh to heaven, ſhe had never addreſſed herſelf to me. 
Deceitful hypocrite, added, ſhe, is this the return thou 
haſt made me, for the king reception [ gave thee? Why 
didſt thou tell me of a bird, a tree, and a water, which 
are all imaginary, as I am perſu: ded they are, by my 
dear brother's death, yet diſturb me, and all by thy 


| inchantment? | 
Prince Perviz was as much afflicted at the death of 


rince Bahman, as the princeſs; but not to waſte time 


in needleſs regrets, as he knew by the princels's ſor- 


row, that ſhe ſtill paſſionately deſired the poſſeſſion of 


the talking bird, ſinging tree, and the golden water, 


he interrupted her, and ſai, Our regret and tears for 


our brother Bahman are all vain znd uleleis, fince all 


our grief cannot reſtore him to lite again; tis the wil! 
of heaven, and we muſt ſubmit to it, and adore the 
decrees of the Almighty, without ſearching into them, 
Why ſhould you now Hoſt of the truth of what the 
vols woman told you? Do you think, ſhe {puke to you 


of three wine: that were not in being ? and that ſhe 


invented that ſtory on purpoſe to deceive you, Who had 
given her no cauſe to do ſo, ſince you received her with 
all the bounty and civility poſſible? Let us rather 


believe, that our brother's death is owing to ſome tault 


or accident, which we cannot imagine; and therefore 
it ought not to prevent us from purſuing what we do 
and ought to with for. I offered to go this journey, 
and am in the ſame mind and readineſs ſtill; his ex- 
ample has no effect upon my reiolution; to-morrow Pit 
£0 mylelt.- | 


'The princeſs did all ſhe could to diſſuade prince Per- 


vi off nis journey, conjuring him not to expole her t» 


the lois of two brothers: But he was reſolved, and all 


the remonſtrances ſhe could urge had no effect upon 
him. Before he went, that ſhe might know what ſuc- 
ceſs he had, he left —— as his brother had done a knie, 


a necklace ot an hundred pearls, telling her that if they 


weuld not run when the told them upon tae ſtring, but 


remain fixed, chat mould be a certain ſign he had un- 
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cergone the ſame fate as his brother; but at the fame 
ime told her, he hoped that would never happen, but 
that he ſhould have the happineſs to ſee her again t her 
utmoſt ſatisfaction. IL : 
Prince Perviz, on the twentieth day from his ſettin 


out, met with the ſame derviſe in the ſame place his 


brother Bahman had done before him. He went dire 


up to him, and after he had ſaluted him, aſked him, if 


he could tell him where to find the talking bird, ſing- 
ing tree, and the golden water? The derviſe made the 


ſame difficulties and remonſtrances he had done to prince 


Bahman, telling him, that a young gentleman, who very 
much .reſembled him, had been with him, within a 
ſhort time ; that, overcome by his 1mportunity and preſ- 
ſing influence, he had ſhewn him the way by giving 
him a guide, and had told kim how to behave himſelf 


to ſucceed; but withal, that he had never ſeen him ſince, 
and never diſputed but he had the ſame fate, as many - 


more had undergone. N | 
Good derviſe, anſwered prince Pervie, I know whom 
you ſpeak of; he was my brother, and I am informed 
of the certainty of his death, but know not what it was. 


I can tell, replied the derviſe; he was changed into a 


black ſtone, as all I ſpeak of have been, and you ought 
to expect the ſame, unleſs you obſerve more exactly than 


he has done, the good advice I gave him, in caſe you 
perſiſt in your reſolution, which 1 once more intreat you 


to deſiſt from. 5 


Derviſe, ſaid prince Pexviz, I cannot enough ex reſs 3 


how much J am obliged to you for the care you take of 
my life, ſince I am a ranger to you, and have done 
nothing to deſerve ſo much good will: But I muſt tell 


you, I have deliberated too long upon this enterpriſe to 3 
. 5 
vour you have done my brother. 7 I may Rare 


quit it now; therefore beg of you to do me the 


better ſucceſs, and may follow the dir 


| ons 1 1755 5 
ſrom you. Since J cannot prevail with you, fäld the 


derviſe, nor perſuade you not to undertake what you 
have ſo obſtinately reſolved on, if my age did not pre- 
vent me, and I could ſtand, I would get up to reach you 
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, 


up to the derviſe, who took a bowl out of his bag, in 


which he had a great many others, and gave it him, 


with the ſame directions he had given prince Bahman, 
Prince Perviz thanked the derviſe, and when he had 
mounted his horſe, and taken his leave, he threw his 
bowl. When the bowl came to the bottom of the hill, 


it ſtopped, and the prince got off his horſe, and ſtood 


ſome time to recollect upon the derviſe's directions, and 
then began to walk up with a reſolution to reach the 
top; but before he had gone above fix ſteps, he heard 
aà voice behind him, which feemed to be very near him, 
fay, in an inſulting tone, Stay, raſh youth, that I may 
puniſh thee for thy boldneſs. | | 


D pon this affront, the prince a in, the derviſe's 


advice, clapped his hand upon his ſword, and drew it ; 


and turned about to revenge himſelf, but had ſcarce. 


time to fee that nobody followed him, before he and 
his horſe were changed into black ſtones. 


In the mean time the princeſs Parizade, ſeveral time 


a day after her brother Perviz ſet out, flung over her 
_ necklace, which ſhe generally held in her hand, and 


failed not every night ſhe went to bed to do the fame, 


over the pearls again, 


The day that prince Perviz was changed inta a tone, 


ſhe was pulling over the pearls as ſhe ujed to do, when 
all of a ſudden ſhe could not ſtir them, and never diſpu- 
ted but that it was a certain token that the prince her bro- 


ther was dead: But as ſhe had determined before what to 


do, in caſe it ſhould ſo happen, ſhe loſt no time in out- 
ward ſhews of grief, which ſhe di'guifed as much as poſ- 
ſible; but having armed, and diſguiſed herſelf in man's 
. apparel, ſhe took horſe the next morning, having told 
her ſervants ſhe ſhould return in two or three days, and 
took the ſame road her brothers had done before her. 
The princeſs, who had been uſed to ride on horſe- 
back in hunting, ſupported the fatigue of ſo long a 
Journey better than other ladies could have done ; and 


as ſhe made the ſame days journeys as her brothers, ſhe. 


met with the derviſe on the twentieth, When ſhe came 
SEG | e near 


Upon thisthe prince alighted fr m his horſe, and went 


nd tie it abont her neck, and in the morning count 
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near r him, ſhe alighted off her horſe, and leading him 
by the bridle, went and ſat down by the derviſe, and 

after ſhe had ſaluted him, ſhe ſaid, Honeſt man, will 
you give me leave to fit by you? And do me the favour. 
to tell me if you have not heard, that there are ſome- 
where hereabouts a talking bird, ſinging tree, and 
golden water ? 

Madam, anfwered the derviſe, ſince by your voice I 

know you to be a woman diſguiſed in man's apparel, 
I thank you for your compliment, and. receive the ho- 
nour you do me with a great deal of pleaſure. I know 

the place very well where theſe things you ſpeak of 

are to be found: But what makes you aſk me this 
queſtion ?. 

Good derviſe, replied the princeſs, I have had ſuch 
an adyantageous relation of them given me, that I have 
a great deſire to have them. Madam, replicd the der- 
viie, you have been told the truth; theſe things are 

more ſingular and ſurpriſing than they. have been repre- 
ſented to you; but you have not been acquainted with 
the unſurmountable difficulties to obtain them. If you 
had been informed of them, you would not ak ar 
have undertaken fo dangerous and troubleſome an enter- 
priſe. Take my advice, and don't go any farther, and 
don't urge me to contribute towards your ruin. 

Good father, ſaid the princeſs, I have. come a great 
way; and thould be forry to return back again without 


: executing my deſign. You talk of difficulties, and my 
i running in danger of my life; but you do not tell me 
o | what thoſe difficulties are, and wherein the danger hee, 
— res" is what I deſire to know, that I may conſider on 
{. | and know whether I have caurage and reſolution 
vs enough to undertake it. 

Id en the derviſe repeated to the ces Parizadce, 
nd what he had ſaid to the princes Bahman and Perviz, ex- 
6 aa apperating upon the difficulties of climbing up to the 
fe. [© top of the mountain, where ſhe was to make herſelf 
g a N miſtreſs of the bird, which would inform her of the 
and Ainging tree and golden water. The noiſe and clamour 
me of the terrible threatning voices, which ſhe would hear 
ame | An all ſides of her, Without ſeeing any body, and in 
neat hor, the great quantity of black ſtones, the only 


N 2 Objects 
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objects moſt capable of ſtriking terror into her, or any 
other perſon, to reflect, that thoſe ſtones were ſo many 
brave gentlemen, metamorphoſed into that form and 
ſubſtance, for not obſerving the principal directions for 
2 perſon to ſacceed in that undertaking, which was not 
20 look behind them, before they had got poſſeſſion of 
the bird and cage, : | 0 
When the derviſe had done, the princeſs replied, 
By what I comprehend from your diſcourſe, the difficul- 
ty of ſucceeding in this affair, is firſt, the getting up to 
the cage, without being frightened at the terrible voices 
I ſhall hear; and ſecondly not to look behind me: For 
this laſt, 1 hope I ſhall be miſtreſs enough of myſelf to 
obſerve it. As to the firſt, I own, that thoſe voices, 
ſuch as you repreſent them to be, are capable of ſtri- 
king terror into the moſt undaunted: But as in all en- 
terpriſes and dangers, every one may uſe art and ma- 
nagement, I deſire to know of you, if I may make uſe 
of one of great importance. And what is that manage- 
ment you would make uſe of, faid the derviſe? To ſtop 
my Ears ſo hard with cotton, anſwered the princeſs, that 
1 may not hear the voices, and by that means prevent 
the impreſſion they may make upon my mind, aud that 
I may not loſe the uſe of my reaſon. | 
O madam, replied the derviſe, of all the perſons 
who have addreſſed themſelves to me, to know the way, 
I don't know that ever any one made uſe of what you 
propoſe : But this I know they all periſhed. If you 
perſiſt in your deſign, you may make the experiment; 
hot I would not have you expoſe yourſelf to the 
danger. Na, : 7 

W hat !-replied the princeſs, not perſiſt in my deſign ; 
I am Care 1 ſhall malay and Nn he 
experiment; therefore only want to know which way 1 
muſt po, which is a favour I conjure you not to refuſe 
me. The derviſe exhorted her again, to conſider well 
what ſhe was going to do; but finding her reiolute, he 
took out a bowl, and preſenting it to her, ſaid, Take 
this bowl; and when you have mounted your horie | 
gain, throw it before you, and follow it till it ſtops at 
the bottom of the mountain, and there —_— your | 
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Rorſe; you know the reſt; but be ſure to remember 
what I have told you, _ n WER, 8 8 
After the princeſs Parizade had thanked the derviſe, 
and taken her leave of him, ſhe mounted her horſe, 
threw che bowl before her, and followed it till ic ſtopt at 


the foot of the mountain. a 
The princeſs alighted off her horſe, fopp*d her ears 
with cotton; and after the had well examined the way 
ſhe was to go, to get up to the top, the began with 
a moderate pace, mY walked up with intrepidity. She 
heard the voices, and perceived the great fervice the 
cotton was to her, Put higher ſhe went, the Touder 
the voices ſeem'd; but were not capable of making any 
impreſſion on her. She heard a great many affronting 
baſe things, which were very diſagreeable to a woman, 
Which fhe only laughed at. I mind not, faid ſhe to her- 
{:If, all that can be laid; I only laugh at them, and ſhall 
purſue my way. At laſt the got ſo high, that ſhe be- 
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0 gan to perceive the cage and bud, which endeavoured, 
> with the voices, to fright her, crying in a voice as loud 
| as them, notwithſtanding the ſmalueſs of its fize, Retire, 
b 5 tool, and come no nigher. | T J ; 
Il! be princeſs, encouraged more by this object, redou- 
s | bled her haſte, when ſhe ſaw herſelf juſt at her journey's 
„end, and got to the top of the mountain, where the 
_ Rene was all level and even; and running directly to 
ua the cage, and clappiig her hand upon 1t, cried, Bird, 
3 bird, I have got thee, in ſpite of thee, thou ſhalt not 
he || eſcape me. 3 8 * 
= While the princeſs Parizade was pulling the cotton out 
n; || Of her ears, the bird ſaid to her, Brave lady, be not an- 
L ry with me, for endeavouring to preſerve my liberty; 


vi for though kept in a cage, I was content with my con- 
fe © dition; but ſince I am deſtined to be a ſlave, I would 
vell || rather be yours, than any other perſon's in the world, 
be ſince you have obtained me ſo courageouſly ; from this 
ake inſtant, I fear an univerſal fidelity to you, and an entire 
orie |} ſubmiſſion to your commands. I know who you are, 
ps at and can tell you, it is what you do not know yourſelf; 
your but the time will come, when J ſhall do you a piece of 
. | fervice, which I hope you will be obliged to me for; 
oC Bds _ 5, * 2 and 
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and for a proof of my ſincegity, tell me what you © 
deſire, and I am ready to obey you. ' 
The princefs's joy was the more inexpreſſible, be- 
cauſe the conqueſt 1 had made had coſt her the lives 
of two beloved brothers, and given her more trouble 
and fatigue than ſhe could have imagined, notwith- 
ſtanding what the derviſe had repreſented to her. Bird, 
ſaid ſhe, it was my intention to have told you, I wiſh 
for a great many things, Which are of the laſt impor- 
tance to me; and am overjoy'd that you have your own 
ſelf prevented me firſt, I have been told that there is a 
golden water not far off, the property of which is very 
wonderful, and, above all things, I'want to know where 
it 18, 'The bird ſhewed her the place, which was juſt 
by, and ſhe went and filled a little filver flaggon ſhe 
had brought alang with her. Then ſhe ſa:d to the 
bird, Bird, this is not enough, I want alfo the ſinging 
tree; tell me where it is. Turn about, ſaid the bird, 
and you will ſee a wood behind you, where you will 
Hud the tree. The princeis went into the wood, and by 
the harmonious concert ſhe heard ſhe foon knew the 
tree, which ſhe found ſo large, that ſhe ſaid to the 
bird, which ſhe always carried along with her, Well, 
now, bird, I have found this tree, I know not what 
to do with it, ſince I can neither carry it, nor pull it 
up by the roots. Replied the bird, It is enough that 
you break off a branch, and carry it to plant in your 
garden; it will take root as ſoon as it is clapt into the | 
arth, and in a little time will grow to as fine a tree as 
F QQ ( ES. 
When the princeſs Parizade had the three things in | 
her hand, which the religious woman had told her of, 
and ſhe conceived fo great a defire of, ſhe ſaid again to 
the bird, All thou haſt done for me yet, bird, is not 
enough; thou haſt been the cauſe of the death of my | 
two brothers, who ought to be among the black ſtones 
I ſaw as I came up the hill, and I want to take them 
home along with mme. DO RE BYE 
Ihe bird would fain have been diſpenſed with from 
ſatisfying the princeſs in this point, and inceed made 
ſome difficulty to do it, Bird, ſaid the princeſs, re- 
he 6 98 member 
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member you told me, that you were my ſlave, and, in 
ſhort thou art fo ; and thy life is in my diſpoſal, I can- 
not deny the truth, anſwered the bi d; but although 
what you now aſk of me is a more difficult thing than 
all the reſt, yet I will do it for you, Caſt your eyes 
about you, added he, and look if you can lee a little 


| Pitcher, I ſee it already, ſaid the princeſs, Take it 


then, ſaid he, and going down the hill, ſpill a little of 
the water that is in it, upon every black ſtone, and that 


will be the way to find your brothers again. 


446.4. 


The princeſs Parizade took up the pitcher, cage and 
bird, flaggon of g»iden water, and the branch of the 


ſinging tree, and as the went down the hill again, ſpilt alit 


tle of the water on every black ſtone, which was chang'd 
immediately either into a man or horſe ; and as ſhe did 
not miſs one ſtone, ſhe found both her brothers, as well as 
a great many fine gentlemen, and all their hories. She 


. preſently knew prince Bahman and priace Perviz, as 
they did likewiſe her, and all ran to embrace each 
other, expreſſing a great amazement. What do you 
here brothers faid me? They told her, they had been 
_ aſleep. Yes, rephed ſhe, and if it had not been fos. 
me, perhaps, you might have flept forever, Don't you. 
remember, that you came here to fetch the talking bud, 
ſinging tree, and yellow water? Aud did not you fee, 


as you came along, a great many black ſtones? See if 


there be any now. If you deiire to know how this 
miracle was performed, continued ſhe, ſhewing the 


pitcher, which the ſet down at the foot of the mountain, 
it was done by virtue of the water which was in this 


Pitcher, with which J ſprinkled every ſtone: for, added 


the, after I had made this talking bird my flave, by his 
directions, I found out the ſinging tree; a branch of 
which I have now in my hand, and the yellow water, 


which this flaggon is filled with; but being ſtill unwil- 
ling to return home without you, I conſtrained the bird, 
by the power J had over him, to afford me the means; 
upon which he told me where to find this pitcher, and 
the uſe I was to make of it. 


Prince Bahman and prince Perviz knew by this diſ- 
courſe, the obligation they had to the princeſs their 
fiſter, and all the other gentlemen were ſo ſenſible 
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of theirs to the princeſs, that, far from envying her 
happineſs in the conqueſt ſhe had made, and they all 


alpired to, they thought that they could not any other- 


ſe acknowledge the favour ſhe had done them, in re- 
ſtoriog them to life again, than by declaring themſelves 
all her ſlaves, and that they were ready to obey her in 
whatever ſhe ſhould command. „ 
Gentlemen, replied the princeſs, if you had given 


any attention tc my difcourte, you might have obſerv'd, 


that I had no other intention in what J have done than 
to find out my brothers again ; therefore, if you have 
received any benefit, you have no obligation to me for 
it, and [have no other ſhare in your compliment, than 
| mo common cavility requires, and return you my 
thanks, as I ought; moteover, I Icok upon you in 
every particular, as free perſons now, as you were be- 
fore your misfortunes, and rejoice with you for the be- 
neſit and happineſs which happened to you on my ac- 
count: But let us ſtay no longer in a place where we 
have nothing to detain us, but mount our horſes, and 
return to our oon homes. | e 
The princeſs Parizade ſhewed them the way firſt, and 
went and took her horſe, which ſtood in the ſame place 
where ſhe 1:ft him. Before ſhe mounted, prince Bah - 
man who would help her, defied her to cire him 
the cage to carry. krother, rephed the princes, the 
bird is my flave, and Vil carry him myſelf; but there's 
the branch of the ſinging tree, if you will take the 


pains to carry that; but hoid the cage while l get on 


horſeback. When ſhe had mounted her horſe, and 
prince Bahman had given her the cage, ſhe turned about, 
and ſaid to prince Perviz, Brother, I leave the flaggon 
of golden water to your care, if it will not be too great 
a trouble for you to carry, EK. 


When prince Bahman and prince Perviz, and all the 


gentlemen had mounted their horſes, the princeſs Pari- 


zade waited for ſome of them to lead the way firſt. 
"The two princes paid that compliment to the gentle- 


men, and they again to the princeſs, who, finding that 


none of them would accept ef the honour, but that it 
was reſerved for her, addreſſed herſelf to them, and, 
ſaid, Gentlemen, J expect that ſome of you ſhould _ 
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the way; to which one in the name of the reſt, replied, 
Madam, were we ſtrangers to your being a woman; yet: 
after what you have done for us, there is no honour we 
would not willingly pay you, notwithſtanding all your 
modeſty ; therefore deſire you would not deprive us any 
longer of the happineſs of following you. 15 
Gentlemen, ſaid the princeſs, I don't deſerve the 
honour you do me, and accept of 1t only becauſe you 
defire it. At the ſame time lhe led the way, and the 
two princes and gentlemen. followed her without the 
leaſt diſtinction. 4 * 33 AS. 

This illuſtrious company called upon the derviſe, as 
they paſſed by, to thank him tor his good reception 
and wholeſome advice, which they all found very ſin- 
cere, but he was dead : But whether old age, or that 
he was no longer neceſſary to ſhew the way to the ob- 
taining the three rarities, which the princeſs Parizade: 
was poſſeſſed of, they were doubtful in, Afterwards 

they purſued their way, but leſſened in their numbers. 

every day: The gentlemen taking their leaves hand- 
ſomely, and teſtifying their obligations to the princeſs, 
Who, with her brothers, made the beſt of their way. 
As ſoon as the princeſs came home, ſhe placed the 
cage in the garden, juſt by the hall; and the bird no 

; ſooner began to ſing, but he was ſurrounded by night- 
ingales, chaffinches, goldfinches, larks, linnets, and a 
great many other forts of birds.. As for the branch 

of the ſinging tree, it was no ſooner ſet in the midlt 
of the paiterre, ſome diſtance from the houſe, but it, 
took root, and in a little time became a large tree; the 
leaves of which in a ſhort time, gave as harmonious a 
concert, as thoſe of the tree from which it was gathered. 
As to the flaggon of the yellow golden water, a large 
marble baſon Was made in the midſt of another parterre ; 
and when it was finiſhed,. the princeſs poured all the 
yellow water that was in the flaggon into it, which in- 
creaſed and ſwelled ſo much, that it ſoon reached up to 
the edges of the baſon, and afterwards formed a foun-. 

_ tain twenty foot high, which fell again into the. baſon, 
without. a drop running over... 5 
The news of theſe wonders was preſently ſpread: 
abroad in that neighbourhocd ; and as the doors of the: 

| * N n N 5 a 8 if | houſe;, 
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houſe, and thoſe of the gardens were ſhut to nobody;, 
great bands of people came to admire them. 

Some days after that the princes Bahman and Perviz 
had recovered themſelves of the fatigue of their journey, 
they began to renew their former way. of. living ; and 
as their greateſt diverſion was hunting, they mounted: 
their horſes and went, not. in their park, but two or. 
three leagues from their own houſe ;. but as it happened. 
that they had made choice of the ſame ſpot cf ground, 
where the ſultan of Perſia was then hunting; when they 
perceived it, they left off their chace, and retired, to 
avoid meeting him; but for all their care and caution, 
they chanced to chop upon him in ſo ſtrait and nar- 
row a wax, that they could not turn back without be- 
ing ſeen. In their er any they had only time to 
proſtrate themſelves. before the ſultan, without lifting. 
up their heads to look at him. The fultan,, who ſaw. 
they were well. mounted and dreis*d, had the curi- 
oſity to. ſee their faces; therefore ſtopp'd, and com 
manded them to riſe. The princes, when they roſe up,, 
ſtood before the ſultan with ſo eaſy an air, and at the 
fame time with fo great modeſty, that. the ſultan took 
ſome time to view them from head to foot, before he 
ſpoke :. and after he had admired their good air and 
mien, he aſked them, who they were, and where they 
lived? | WE 3 

Sir, ſaid prince Rahman, we are the ſons of your 
majelty's late intendant of your gardens: and we live. 
in a houſe which. be built, a litt e before he died, for. 
us to live in, till we ſhould, be fit to ferye your. 
R | 5 
y hat I perceive by you, replied the ſul an, you, 
love hunting. Sir, aniwered prince Bahman, it is, our: 
common exerciſe, and what your majeſty's iu bjeAs who 
intend to bear, arms, or ſerve. in your wars, ought. not, 
according to the cuſtoms of the kingdom, to neglect. 
The ſaltan, charm'd with Eiben, an an{wer, ſaid, 


Since it is, ſo, I ſhould be p lad to fee. you hunt ſome 


— 


wild bealt ? make choice of. which you pleaſe. 

The princcs. mou ted their hories again, and fol- 
lowed the ſultan.; but had not gone far, before they 
ſaw a great man) wild beaſts together. Prince Bahman 


choſe 


EE 
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choſe a lion, and prince Perviz a bear; and purſued 


them with ſo much intrepid courage, that the ſultan 


was ſurpriſed. In ſhort they darted their javelins with 


ſo much {kill and addreſs, that they pierced, the one 
his lion, and the other his bear, quite through and 


through, that the ſultan ſaw them die with his own 


eyes. Immediately afterwards, prince Bahman purſued 


a bear, and prince Perviz another lion, and ki.led them 


In a ſhort time, and would have beat out for freſh game, 


but the ſultan, who would not let them, ſent to them 
to come to him, When they came nigh enough that 
they could hear him, he ſaid, If I would have given 
you leave, you would ſoon have deſtroyed all my game: 


But it is not that which I would preſerve, but your 
perſons ; for I am ſo very well aſſured of your bravery, 


which may one t'me or other be ſerviceable to me, 
that from this moment your lives will-be always dear 
GCC: N 
The ſultan Khoſrouſchah, in ſhort, conceived ſo 
great a kindneſs for the two princes, that he invited 
them, at that time, to go and make him a viſit: To 


which prince Bahman replied, Your majeſty does us an 


honour we do not deſerve ; and theretore we beg you 


will excuſe us. 


The ſultan, who could not comprehend what reaſon 
the princes could have to refuſe this token of his fa- 
vour, aſked and preſſed them to tell him why they ex- 
cuſed themſelves. Sir, ſaid prince Bahman, we have 


a ſiſter, with whom we hve in ſo perfect an union, that 
we act nothing before we conſult her, nor ſhe any thing: 
without aſking our advice. I commend your A PL 


agreement, anſwered the ſultan. Conſult your ſitter, 


and meet me here to-morrow a hunting, and give me an 
anſwer. 


The princes went home, but not only forgot to ſpeak 


of their adventure in meeting the ſultan, and huntiag 
with him, but to tell the princeſs how) he had invited 
them to go home with him; but yet did not the next 


morning fail to meet him at the place appointed. Well, 


ſaid the ſultan, have you ſpoke to your ſiſter? And has 
| the conſented to the pleaſure I expect, of ſeeing you 


at my palace? The two princes looked at each other 
5 4 >" 
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an bluſhed. Sir, ſaid prince Bahman, we beg of your 
majeſty to excuſe us; for both my brother and I forgot. 
Then remember to day, replied the ſultan, and be ture 
to bring me an anſwer to-morrow. e 
The princes were guilty of the ſame fault a ſecond 
time; yet the ſultan was fo good natut'd as to forgive 
their negligence ; but to prevent their forgetfulneſs the 
third time, he pulled three golden bullets out of a 
__ Purſe, and put them into prince Bahman's boſom : 
Theſe bullets ſaid he ſmiling, will prevent your for- 
fans a third time, ſince the noiſe they will make by 
alling on the floor, when you undreſs yourſelf, will re- 
mind you, in caſe you ſhould forget. And indeed uh 
thing happened out, as the ſultan foreſaw it would; 
and without theſe bullets, the princes had not thought 
of ſpeaking to their ſiſter of this affair: for as prince 
Bahman unlooſed his girdle to go to bed, the bullets 
dropt on the floor, and thereupon he ran into prince 
Perviz's chamber, and both went into the princeſs Pa- 
rizade's apartment before ſhe was got into bed: and af- 
| ter they had aſked her pardon for coming at fo unſea- 
ſonable a time, they told her all the circumſtances of 
their meeting the ſultan, oe 
The prineeſs Parizade was ſomething ſurpriſed at 
this news, Your meeting with the ſultan, ſaid ſhe, is 
very happy and honourable, and in the end may be very 
advantageous to you, but may be ill for me. Twas 
upon my account, I know, you refuſed the ſultan, and 
Lam infinitely obliged to you for it, and find your 
_ friendſhip is perfectly confiſtent with mine, ſince you 
would rather be guilty of ill-manners towards the ſultan, 
than break in upon the brotherly union we have ſworn 
to each other: You Judged right ; for if you had once 
gone, you would inieniibh have been engaged to leave 
me to go and pay yqur reſpects to him: But do you 
think it an eaſy matter, abſolutely to refuſe the ſultan 
what he ſo earneſtiy deſires? For ſultans will be obeyed 
in their deſires, and it may be dangerous to op- 
poſe them; therefore, if to fellow my inclination, I 
mould diſſuade you from ſhewing the complaiſance he 
expects from you, it may expoſe you to his reſentment, 
and may render myſelf and you miferable, Theſe are 
A * 7 
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my ſentiments: but before we conclude on any thing, 
let us conſult the talking bird, and hear what he ſays; 
he is penetrating, and has promiſed His aſliſtance in all 
difficulties. ; FFC 

The princeſs Parizade ſent for the cage, and after 
ſhe had related the fact to the bird in the preſence of 
her brothers, ſhe aſked him, what they Thould do in 
theſe perplexed circumſtances ? The bird "anſwered, 
The princes your brothers muſt conform with the ſul- 

*tan's pleaſure, and in their turn invite him to come and 
ſee your houſe. 2 VE 

But, bird, replied, tha@princeſs; my, brothers and L 
love one another, r friendſhip” is unparalleled x. 

Will not this ſtep be 1njurious to that friendſhip ? Not 
at all, replied the bird, but it will become ſtronger 
thereby. Then, anſwered the princeſs, the ſultan ſhalL 
fee me. The bird told her, it was neceſſary he ſhould, 
and that every thing would go better afterwards, _ 

The next morning the princes met the ſultan a hunt-- 
ing, who when he came near enough to them to be 
heard, aſked them, if they had remember'd to ſpeak to 
their ſiſter? and was anſwered by prince Bahman,. 
Sir, your majeſty may diſpoſe of us as you pleaſe ;. 
we are ready to obey you ; for we have not only ob- 
tained our ſiſter's conſent with a great deal. of eaſe, 
but ſhe took it amiſs that we ſhould pay her that de- 
ference in a matter wherein our duty to your majeſty. 
was concerned: But you are ſo good, that it we have 
_ offended, we hope you will pardon us. Don't be uneaſy 
upon that account, reply'd the ſultan ; I am ſo far from 
taking what you have done amils, that I approve of it,. 
and hope you will have the ſame deference and attach- 
ment to my perſon, for the little ſhare J have in your 
friendſhip. The princes, confounded, at/the: ſultan's 
goodnels, returned no other anſwer but by a low bow, 
to ſhew the great reſpe& with which they received it. 
The ſultan, contrary to his uſual cuſtom, did not. 
hunt long that day; he judged that the princes wit was 
equal to their courage and bravery, and longed with im- 
patience to be more at liberty to diicourie with chem: 
He made them ride on each fide of him, which ho- 
"tours, without ſpeaking to the principal courtie 


as 


rs, Was. 
envied 
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envied by the grand viſier, who was very much morti- 
fied to ſee them preferred before him. ; 
When the ſultan entered his capital, the eyes of the 
people, who ſtood in crowds in x 4 ſtreets, were fixed 
only upon the two princes Bahman and Perviz ; and 
705 were earneſt to know who they might be, whether 
toreigners or natives. ELLIS 82 | 
However, they all wiſhed that the ſultan had been 
bleſſed with two ſuch handſome lovely princes, and ſaid, 
He might have had children as old, if the ſultaneſs had 
not had misfortunes in her lyings-in. CHIP - 
_ The firſt thing that the ſultan did when he arrived at 
his palace, was to carry the princes into the prir.cipal 
apartments; who praiſed with judgment the beauty and 
ſymmetry of the rooms, and the richnefs of the furniture 
and ornaments. Afterwards a magnificent repaſt was 
ferved up, and the ſultan made them fit at the ſame table 
with him, which they at firſt refuſed ; but finding that it 
was his pleaſure, they at laſt obeyed, 0 
The ſultan, who had himſelf a great deal of wit, 
and had made a conſiderable progreſs in the arts and 
ſciences, and particularly in hiſtory, foreſaw that the 
rinces out of modeſty and reſpect, would not take the 
iberty of beginning any converſation ; therefore, to 
give them an opportunity, he furniſhed them with ſub- 
Jects all dinner-time; but whatever they talked on, 
they ſhewed ſo much wit, Judgment, and diſcernment, 
-that he was ftruck with admiration. Were theſe my 
own children, ſaid he to himſelf, and I had given them 
all the education ſuitable to their births, they could 
not have been better inſtructed, or known more. In 
ſhort, he took ſo great a pleaſure in their converſation, 
that after having ſat at table longer than uſual, he went 
into his cloſet, where he diſcourſes a long time with them, 
and at laſt ſaid to them, I never believed that there 
were young - gentlemen in the country who had fo 
much wit and politeneſs ; and I never was better plea- 
fed in my life with any converſation : But it is time now 
we ſhould regale our ſenſes with ſome diverſions of my 
court; and as nothing is more capable of enlivening 
the mind than muſick, you ſhall hear a vocal and in- 
„FF 1 IS | Arumental 
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ſtrumental concert, which may not be diſagreeable to 


you. - SB * 3 
The ſultan no ſooner ſpoke for them, but the mu- 
ſicians, who had orders to attend, entered, and anſwer- 


ed very well the expectations the princes had enter- 


tained of their abilities. After the concert, an extra- 
ordinary play was acted, and the entertainment was 
coneluded by fome excellent dancers, both men and 
women. FF 6 aL 

The two princes ſeeing night draw on apace, pro- 
ſtrated themſelves at the fultan's feet; and having firſt 
thanked him for the fayours and honours they had re- 
ceived, aſked his leave to retire ; which was granted 


them by the ſultan, who ſaid, I give you my leave to 
go; but remember, J brought you to my palace my. 
If to ſhiew you the way; and the oftner you come, the 
welcomer you fhall be; and you will do me the greater 


pleaſure, | 


Before they went out of the fultan's preſence, prince 


Bahman ſuid, Sir, ſhall we be fo. bold as to beg of your 
majeſty to do us and our ſiſter the favour, next time 


you paſs near our houſe a hunting, to call to reſt and 


refreſh yourſelf after your fatigue : It is not worthy 
your prefence ; but monarchs ſometimes have vouch- 


ſafed to take ſhelter in a hut, Gentlemen, replied the 


fultay, your houſe cannot be otherwiſe than beautiful, 
and worthy of you. I'll call and fee it with pleaſure, 
which will be the greiter, to have you and your fair 
ſiſter to be my hoſts, who is already dear to me before 
1 have ſeen her, from the account you give me of the 
rare qualities with which ſhe is endowed ; and this ſa. 


tisfaction Pil defer no longer than to-morrow : Meet 


me to-morrow morning early at the ſame place where 
I firſt ſaw you, and then you fhall be my guides. 
| When the princes Bahman and Pervrz went home, 


they gave the princeſs Parizade an account of the ho- 


nourable reception the ſultan had given them; and 
withal told her, that they had invited him to do =_ 
the honour, as he paſſed by, to call at their houſe, ani 

that he had appointed the next dag. 


o 


Ik it be fo, replied the princeſs, we muſt think pre- 


ſently of preparing a repaſt fit for his majeſty ; and for 
8 that 
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that end, I think it would be proper we ſhould conſult 
the talking bird, he will tell us perhaps, what meats 
the ſultan likes beſt. _ The princes approved of her 
thought, and after they retired, ſhe conſulted, the bird 
alone. Bird, ſaid ſhe, the ſultan will do us the honour 
to-morrow to come and. ſee us and our houſe; what 
ſhall we entertain him with? Tell us what we ſhall do 
7 * ourſelves in the moſt handſome manner poſ- 
ſible. | e 
Good miſtreſs, replied: the bird, you have excellent 
eooks, let them do the beſt they can; but above all 
things, let them prepare a diſh of cucumbers ſtuffed full 
ef pearls, which muſt be ſet before the ſultan in the 
frit courſe, before all other meats. i 
Cucumders ſtuffed full of pearls! cried princeſs Pa- 
xizade, with amazement; ſurely, bird, you don't know 
what you ſay; tis an unheard-of diſh : The ſultan may 
admire it for a piece of magnificence, but he will want 
ſomething to eat, and not to admire pearls ; but more- 
over, where ſhall I get pearls enough for ſuch a diſh ? 
_ Miſtreſs, ſaid the bird, do what I bid you, and do 
not be uneaſy at what ſhall happen. As to the pearis, 
go early to-morrow morning to the foot of the firſt tree 
on your right-hand in the park, and dig under it, and 
you will find what you want. 
That night the princeſs ordered a gardener to be 
ready to wait on her, and the next morning early, 
took him with her, and carried him to the tree the bird 
told her of, and bid him dig about a foot deep, When 
the gardener came to the depth, he found ſome reſiſt. 
ance with the ſpade, and preſently diſcovered a gold 
bdox about a foot ſquare, which he ſhewed the princeſs. 
This, ſaid ſhe,, is what I brought thee for; take care 
not to hurt it with thy ſpade, 26 IN 
When the . took up the box, he gave it into 
_ the princeſe 's hands, who, as it was only faſtened with 
little haſps, ſoon opened it, and found it full of pearls 
of a. moderate ſize. Very well ſatisfied with having 
wund this treaſure, after ſhe had ſhut the box again, ſhe 
clapt it under her arm, and went into the houſe, While 
the gardener threw the earth into the hole, and laid the 
green turf on again, as before. 9 | 15 
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Ide princes Bahman and Perviz, who as they were 
dreſſing themſelves in their own apartments, ſaw the 


princeſs their ſiſter in the garden earlier than uſual : As 
ſoon as they could get dreiled, they went to go to her, 
and met her as ſhe was coming back, with a gold box 
under her arm, which very much ſurpriſed them. Siſ- 
ter, ſaid Bahman, you carried nothing with you when 
we ſaw you before with the gardener, and now we fee 
you have got a golden box: Was this treaſure four:d by 
the gardener, and did he come and tell you of it? 

No, brother, anſwered the princeſs, I carried the 


_ gardener to the place where this coffer was hid, and 


ſhewed him where to dig; but you will be more amazed 
when you ſee what it holds. | {4 
The. princeſs, opened the box, and when the princes 


ſaw the conſiderable quantity of pearls, which though 


{mall were of great value; they aſked her, how ſh& 
came to the knowledge of this treaſure? The princeſs, 
as they returned back to the houſe, gave them an ac- 


count of her conſulting the bird, as they had agreed 


the ſhould, and the anſwer he gave her, to prepare a diſh 
of cucumbers ſtuffed ful of pearls, and how he had told 


her where to find this box, The princes and princeſs, 
raiſed many conjectures to penetrate into what the bud. 


could mean by ſuch a diſh; and though they could not 
by any means gueſs at his reaſon for fo doing, they ne- 
vertheleſs followed his advice, _ 4 bapetI ag 
As ſoon as the princeſs got into the houſe, ſhe called 
for the head-cook ; and after ſhe had given him direc, 


tions about the entertainment for the ſultan, flie ſaid 
to him, beſides all this, you muſt dreſs an extraordinary 


diſh for the ſultan's own eating, which nobody elſe muſt 


touch beſides yourſelf, This.diſh muſt be cucumbers. 


ſtuffed with theſe pearls; and at the ſame time ſhe 

opened the box, and ſhewed bim the pearls: | 
The chief cook, who had never heard of ſuch a diſh,. 
ſtarted back, and ſkewed by his looks bis thoughts, 


Wich the princeſs: penetrating into, ſaid, I ſee thou 


takeſt me to be mad to order ſuch a diſh ; but thou muſt 


know I have my reaſons for ſo doing, therefore go and 


do the beſt thou canſt, and bring me back what pearls 
arte left, The cook made no reply, but took the box 


and. 
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and went away. And afterwards the princeſs gave di- 
rections to all the ſervants to have every thing in orders | 
both in the houſe and gardens, to receive the ſultan. 

The two princes went to the place appointed ; and 
as ſoon as the ſultan of Perſia came, they began a 
chace, which laſted till the heat of the ſun ob. iged them 
to leave off; and while prince Bahman ſtaid to con- 
duct the ſultan to their houſe, prince Perviz rode be- 
fore, to inform the princeſs Parizade, who had been 

told by ſome ſervants before, and was ready to elne 
him. 

When the ſultan entered the court-yard, and emed 
at the porch, the princeſs Parizade came and threw 
herſelf at his feet, and the two PIO informed him 
the was their ſiſter, _ 

The ſultan ſtooped to help her up, and after he had 
gazed ſome time on her beauty, and was dazzled with 
5 good mien, noble air, and a je ne ſcai quoi which 
ſeemed foreign to a country life, he ſaid, The brothers 
are worthy of the ſiſter, and ſhe worthy of them ; and to 
judge of her ſenſe by her perſon, I am not amazed that 
the brothers would do nothing without her co:ſent ; 
but, added he, I hope to be better acquainted with you, 
madam, after I have ſeen the houſe. | | 
SgGir, ſaid the princeſs, i it is only a plain country-houſe, 

and fit for none but ſuch people as we are, who live 

retired from the world: It is not to be compared with 

the houſes in great cities, much leſs with ſuch a mag- 
nificent palace as yours, I am of another opinion, ſaid 
the ſultan, very obligingly ; for by its firſt appearance 
it ſeems otherwiſe; however, I won't paſs my judgment 
any farther upon it, till I have ſeen it all; therefore bo . 
nen to conduct me through the apartments. 

Then the princes led the ſultan through all the 
rooms but the hall; who, after he had conſidered them 
very attentively, was mightily taken both with them, 

and their furniture, My fair one, faid he to the prin- 

ceſs Parizade, do you call this a coun 2 The 

fineſt and largeſt cities would ſoon be deſerted, if all 

country-houſes were like yours. I am not at all ſur- 

Fond that 7ou take fo nn vg in My and 22 | 
— 
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ſpiſe the town ſo much: Now let me ſee, if the gardens 
be anſwerable to the houſe. 

The princeſs opened a door into the garden ; and the 
firſt obje& which preſented itſelf to the ſoltan' s view, 


was the golden fountain. Surpriſed at ſo rare a 1 05 
he aſked, from whence that wonderful water, wh 


and by, take a nearer view of it. 
Ihen the' princeſs led him to the ſpot where the har- 


monious tree Was planted ; and there the ſultan heard 
A concert, which was different from, and exceeded all 
the concerts he had ever heard in his lie; and ſtopping 
to fee where the muſicians were, he could diſcern no- 


body either far or near; but {till heard the muſick 
diſtinctly, which raviſhed his ſenſes. My fair one, ſaid 
he to the princeſs Parizade, where are the muſicians ? 
Are they under ground, or inviſible in the air? for cer- 


tainly ſuch excellent charming voices will not run the 


hazard of being ſeen, for fear they ſhould pleaſe too 
much. | 
Sir, anſwered the vilnerh ſmiling, it is the tree your 


majeſty fees before you, and not muſicians, which forms 


this concert; and if you will give yourſelf the trouble to 
a little nearer to it, you will not doubt of it; and the 
voices will be the more diſtin. 


The ſultan went nearer, and was ſo charted with 
| the ſweet harmony, that he could have ſtaid for ever to 
hear it; but that his deſire to ſee the fountain of yellow 
water nearer, forced him away. Fair one, ſaid he, tell 
me, I pray you, whether this wonderful tree was found 


in your garden by chance, or if it was a preſent made 
you from ſome foreign country? For certainly it muſt 
| have come a great way off, otherwiſe, curious as Lam 
of theſe rarities, I ſhould have mow of 1 it, What name 

do you call it by? | 
Sir, replied the princeſs, this dee bas no other name 
Shad that of the ſinging tree, and is not a native of this 
country. It will be too long to tell you here the adven- 
tures relating to it, the yellow water, and the talking 
bird, which your majeſty; may ſee after the golden wa- 
ter; 


ich 
gave him ſo much pleaſure, had its riſe? And by what 
art it was made to play ſo high, that nothing in the 
world was to be compared to it ? And faid he would, by 
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ter; but if it may be agreeable to your majeſty, aſter 
you have refreſhed yourſelf, and recovered. the faugue 
of hunting, which was the greater becauſe of the ſun's 
intenſe heat, you ſhall hear it, 3 

My fair one, replied the ſultan, my fatigue i is ſo well 
recompenſed by the wonders you have ſhewn me, that 
I am not in the leaſt weary, but am impatient to ſee the 
yellow water, and admire the talking bird... © 

When the ſultan, came to the yellow water, his eyes 48 
were fixed ſo ſtedfaſtly upon the fountain, that he could 
not take them off; at laſt addreſſing himſelf to the prin- 
ceſs, he ſaid, As you tell me, fair one, that this water 
has no ſpring nor communication hereabouts, by any 
means whatſoever, I apprehend ate it is foreign, * 
well as the finging tree. , 

Sir, replied the princeſs, it 1s. as your majeſty. ſays, 
and to let you know that this water has no communi- 
cation with any ſpring, I muſt tell you that the baſon 
is one intire ſtone, hewed out in that form; But what 
your majeſty may think moſt wonderful, is that all this 
water proceeded but from one flaggon· full, which I chrew 
into this baſon, which increaſed of itſelf to the quan- 
tity you ſee (a particular quality of this water) and 
formed this fountain. Well, ſaid the ſultan, going 
from the fountain, this is enough for one time; I pro- 

miſe myſelf the pleaſure to come and viſit it very often; 
dut now let us go and ſee the talking bird. 

Going towards the hall, the ſultan perceived a pro- 
digious number of ſinging- birds 3 inthe trees thereabouts,. 
and aſked, why there were ſo many there, and none on 
the other trees in the garden? The reaſon, fix, anſwered 
che princeſs, is becauſe they come from all parts about 
do keep the talking · bird company, which your majeſty 
may perceive in a cage juſt by the window of the hall we 


are going into; and if you do but mind, you will per- 


ceive that his notes are ſweeter than all the other birds, 
even the nightingales. 
The ſultan went into the hall; and 2s the bird kept 
Gag che . princeſs raiſed her voice, and ſaid, My 
ſlave; ere's the ſultan, pay your compliments to him, 
The bird left off ſinging that inftant, and ſaid, The 
- W's is welcome here: God proſper. him, and prolong 


Þ 


cation. 


ENTARTALINMEN TS. #309 


his life. To which the fultan replied, as he was ſittin 
down at the table, Bird, I thank thee, and am overjoye 


to find in thee, the ſultan, and king of birde. 
As ſoon as the ſultan ſaw the diſh of cucumbers 
ſet before him, he reached out his hand, and took one; 


but when he cut it, he was in an extreme ſurpriſe to 


find it ſtuffed with pearls. What novelty is this, ſaid | 


He? And with what deſign were theſe cucumbers ftuifed 


thus with pearls 2? ſince pearls are not to be eat! Then 
he looked at the two princes, and the princeſs, to aſc 


them the meaning of it: When the bird interrupting 
him, ſaid, Can your majeſty be in ſo great an aſtoniſn- 
ment at cucumbers ſtuffed with pearls, which you ſee 


with your own eyes, and yet could ſo eaſily believe, 


that the ſultaneſs your wife was delivered of a dog, a 


cat, and a piece of wood. I believe it, replied the ſul- 


tan, becauſe the midwives aſſured me of it. Thoſe 


midwives, fir, rephed the bird, were the fultaneſs's two 


_ fiſters, who, envious of her happineſs, in being pre- 
_ ferred by your majeſty before them, to ſatisfy their envy 
and revenge, have ahuſed your majeſty ſo eaſily: If 


you interrogate them, they will confeſs their crime. 


The two brothers, and the ſiſter, whom you ſee before 
you, are your own children, which were expoſed, and 


received by the intendant of your gardens, who pro- 
vided nurſes for them, and took care of their edu- 


1 


This diſcourſe of the bird's preſently cleared up the 


Aultan's underſtanding. Bird, cried he, I eaſily believe 


the truth which thou diſcovereſt to me, The inthna- 


tion and tenderneſs. I have always had for them, tell 
me but too'plainly, they are my own blood. Come 


then, my children, embrace me, and let me give you 
the firſt marks of a fatherly tenderneſs. Then he roſe 


up, and after having kifled the two princes, 'and the 


princeſs, and mingled his tears with theirs, he ſaid, I 


now embrace you as my own children of the royal blood 


of the ſultans of Perſia, whoſe honour and glory, I am 


perſuaded, you will maintain; and not as the children 
of the intendant of my gardens ; to whom J have been 
very much-obliged for preſerving your lives. 


3 Alter 


310 AranianNicnts 


After the two princes and the princeſs had embraced ' 
e with an entirely new ſatisfaction, the ſultan ſat 
don at the table again with them, and preſſed them to 
eat; and when they had done, he ſaid, My children, you 
know me to be your father; to-morrow 1 will bring the 
ſultaneſs your mother, therefore prepare to receive her. 
Afterwards the ſultan mounted his horſe, and returned 
in all haſte to his capital; where the firſt thing he did, 
as ſoon as he alighted, was to command the grand viſier 
to take out a proceſs againſt the ſultaneſs's two ſiſters, 
and take them and have them examined and interro- 
gated ſeparately ; and accordingly they were tried and 
condemned to be quartered ; which an Was pot. 
in execution mediately. 
In the mean time the ſultan Khoſrouſchah, followed | 
by all the lords of his court, who were then preſent, 
went to the door of the great moſque; and aſter he had 


taken the ſultaneſs out of the: ſtritt conſinement ſhe had 


languiſhed under for ſo many years, he ſa d to her, with 

tears in his eyes, and embracing. her in the miſerable 
condition ſhe was then in, I come, madam, to aſk your 

pardon for the injuſtice I have done you, and to make 
vou the reparation I qught to do; which I have begun, 

: by puniſhing the perſons who put the abominable cheat 

upon me; and I hope you will look upon it as ſufficient 

When 1 preſent to you two accompliſhed princes, and a 

charming lovely princeſs, our children, and reſtore you 

to your tormer honours. All this was dope and ſaid be- 
fore great crowds of people, who. Imatzaiatoly ſpread 

the news throughout the town, n. 

. * The next morning early the ſultan: and ſoltaneſß, 
whaſe mournful weeds: were changed into magnificent 
habits, went with all their court to the houſe built by 

the intendant of che gardens, where the ſultan pre- 
ſented the princes Bahman and Perviz, and the princess 


Parizade to the ſultaneſs. "Theſe, madam, ſaid he, are 
- | the two princes your ſons, and this princeſs your 


daughter; embrace them with the ſame tenderneſs 
have done; ſince they are worthy beth of me and you. 


8 Then the tears flowed plentifully down their cheeks at 


. tender n eſpecially the en s for the 
3 
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joy of having two ſuch princes for her ſons, and ſuch 


_ a princeſs for her daughter, after the afMiQions ſhe ha 


endured upon their accounts. bags 
The two princes and the princeſs prepared a magni- 
ſicent repaſt for the ſultan and ſultaneſs, and their court. 


As ſoon as that was over, the ſultan led the ſultaneſs 


Into the garden, and ſhewed her the harmonious tree, 


and beautiful fountain. As for the bird, ſhe had ſeen 
him inc his cage, and the ſultan had ſpared no panegy- 
rick in his praiſe during the repaſt, _ F 


When there was nothing to detain the ſultan any 


5 longer, he took horſe, again, and with the princes Bah- 


man and Perviz on his light and left hand, and the 


ſultaneſs and the princeſs following them, preceded 


and followed by all the officers. of his court, according 
to their poſts, returned back to his capital. . Crowds of 


people came out to meet them, and wath acclamations 
of joy uſhered them into the city, where all the peo- 


ple's eyes were not only upon the ſultaneſs, the two 
princes, and the princeſs, but alſo upon the bird, 
which the princeſs carried before her 1n his cage, and 


who by his ſweet notes had drawn flocks of all iorts of 


birds about him, which followed him, by flying from 
tree to tree, and from one houſe top to another; and 
nothing was to be ſeen or heard all that night, but illu- 


minations and acclamations of joy, from the palace to 


the utmoſt parts of the town, _ 


The ſultan of the Indies could not but admire the 
prodigious memory of the ſultaneſs his wife, who had 
entertained and diverted him ſo many nights with ſuch 


new and agreeable ſtories, that he believed her ſtock 


inexhauſtibleQ. F 
A thouſand and one nights had paſſed away in theſe 


agreeable and innocent amuſements, which contributed 


ſo much towards removing the ſultan's fatal prejudice 


againſt all women, and ſweetening the violence of his 


temper, that he conceiv'd a great eſteem for the ſul- 
taneſs Scheherazade, and was convinc'd of her merit 
and great wiſdom, and remembered with what courage 
ſhe expoſed herſelf voluntarily to be his wife, know- 


ing the fatal deſtiny of the many ſultaneſſes before her. 


3 Theie 
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TPhheſe conſiderations, and the many rare qualities he 


knew her to be miſtreſs of, induced him at laſt to forgive 
her. I ſee, lovely Scheherazade, ſaid he, that you can 


never be at a loſs for theſe fort of ſtories to divert me; 


therefore I renounce in your favour, the cruel law I had 
Ampoſed on myſelf; and I will have you to be looked 
upon as che deliverer of the many damſels I had re- 
ſolved to have ſarrißeed to my unjuſt reſentment. 

The ſultaneſs caſt herſelf at his feet, and embraced 


them with the marks of a Ou Ively and Res ace 


tknowledgment. 

The grand diger was hb firſt- that karnedahis agree- 
able . from the ſultan's on moutb, Which preſently 
was carried to all the towns and provinces; and gained 


the ſultan, and the lovely Scheherazade, the bleſſings of 


1 * People of the large empire wy the Indies, 
'The End of the F ourth and aft Volume. 
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